Introduction
Hello and welcome to the Wanderer’s Guide to London. The idea for this guide
came as a reaction to the current saturation of guides to London, depicting the
same landmarks with the same blandness and with little differentiation. In the
following weeks after, I sought out the more hidden and underated locations in
London.
The following pages are a record of my thoughts, feelings and my overall
experiences of four of the best secret locations London has to offer. Ultimatly the
following can be seen as an illustrative journal or diary rather than a guide. I hope
you enjoy my guide as much as I did making it and that it gives you the inspiration
to seek these locations out for yourself and possibly make a record of your own.
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The Wellcome Collection
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The Wellcome Collection
The first thing about the Wellcome Collection that
caught my eye was its tagline “The free destination
for the incurbaly curious”. Having a curiosity for the
more strange wonders of life I was instantly interested. Easily accessible from a variety of underground
stations and located in Euston, The Wellcome
Collection is a large museum that explores the
themes of medicine, biology and life and how they
all connect.

Opening Times

At the time that I visited three exhibtions were
available to visit, two permanent and one
temporary. The two permanent exhibtions being
“Medicine Man” and “Medicine Now”. The
temporary exhbition entitled “The Institue of
Sexology” opened in November of 2014 and lasts
until September of 2015.

Recommended travel is by bus, tube or train

An aspect of the museum that I found really interesting is the postcard wall. Located within the “Medicine
Now” exhibition it encourages visitors to contribute
drawings and thoughts about what they’ve seen to
be displayed on the wall for other visitors to look at.
Overall The Wellcome Collection is a highly
interesting experience for anyone interested in
medicine, the human body and the theories around
what it means to be human.

By bus:

Visit online at:
www.wellcomecollection.org

Monday: Galleries Closed
Tuesday - Saturday: 10:00 - 18:00
Sunday: 11:00 - 18:00

Directions:
By tube:

The Wellcome collection is a short walk from
Euston, Euston Square and Warren Street
stations.

The following buses pass near Wellcome
collection: 10, 18, 24, 27, 29, 30, 59, 68, 73, 88,
91, 134, 168, 205, 253, 390

By train:

The nearest train stations are: Euston, St.
Pancras and King’s Cross
Limited photography allowed (no
photography allowed in special/
temporary exhibitions)
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The Wellcome Collection
(Right) I can’t help the way I feel by John Isaccs
(2003)
This is sculpture is a metaphor for how obsessed some
people can become with how they look.
(Below) Mummified male body, Peru, c. 1200-1400
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The Wellcome Collection

(Above) Collection of masks, including an
executioner’s mask (mask on the end) and a mask to
identify the plague ridden in China (6th mask in, blue
mask)
(Right) A sign hung above a dentist’s door in China,
decorated with real human teeth
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Grant Museum of Zoology
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Grant Museum of Zoology
Located on Gower Street and part of the University
College of London is the Grant Museum of Zoology.
Being the only univserity zoological museum in
London the museum holds a fascinating (albeit
gruesome to some) collection of specimens, belived
to be around 67,000. The first thing that shocked me
when I walked into this rather tiny museum is just the
amount of specimens the museum does have, so
much that its genuinely a lot to take in. Shelves upon
shelves are stacked high with animal skeletons,
taxidermied creatures and animals floating in jars,
preserved forever.

Opening Times

Whether its a jar full to the brim with tiny moles, a
baby aardvark suspended in fluid or a simple
household cat cut open to display its innards, there’s
plenty to amaze and shock. You can even adopt
the specimens, having your name displayed beside
them, so if you have an urge to adopt a taxidermied
flying lemur then this is definitely the place for you.

Located next to the University College of London, the museum is a short walk from Euston
Square, Warren Street and Euston stations.

While some may not call the museum a perfect family
outing, it does hold activites for children to partake
in, such as linking skulls to certain animls, it’s also
free which is an advantage. Overall, the museum is
a must-see for anyone interested in natural history.
Informative and interesting, you are guarenteed to
walk out knowing a little bit more about the animal
kingdom.

Monday - Saturday: 1-5pm
The museum is also open for group and
research visits on weekday mornings 10am 1pm. Booking is required.

Directions:

Recommended travel is tube or train

By tube:

By train:

The nearest train stations is Euston station
which is a short 5 minute walk away.

Photography Allowed

Visit online at:
www.ucl.ac.uk/museums/zoology
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Grant Museum of Zoology

(Above) Jar of moles
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(Above) African elephant skull

Grant Museum of Zoology
(Left) Infant Aardvark preserved in fluid
(Below) Dugong skeleton
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Neal’s Yard
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Neal’s Yard
Close to Convent Garden is Neal’s Yard. Acessible
through a narrow alleyway, Neal’s Yard is
easily missed. An enchanted, colourful and quirky
site Neal’s Yard is certainly one of the most hidden
Locations in London.

Opening Times

Upon walking through the narrow and rather
unassuming alleyway I was quickly drawn in by the
bright and colourful buildings, one being Neal’s Yard
remedies, an organic health and beauty store, which
gives the location its famous name. Although, upon
reaching the location, I must say that photos on line
does make the place seem much larger that it
actually is. As such I would recommened visiting on
a quiet day in the week as on a weekend when the
sun is shining I would imagine that it would get pretty
hard to get the most out of your visit.

Recommended travel is by bus, tube or train

Open Monday - Sunday

Directions:
By tube:

Neal’s Yard is a three minutes from Convent
Garden tube station and five minutes from
Leicester Square tube station.
Photography Allowed

Giving off a great positive vibe, Neal’s Yard is a great
place to escape the busy streets of London, either to
sit and bathe in the warm glow of the colourful shops
or to take some photos or records of your own. All in
all, even on a cold day in January, with the clouds
overhead threatening to spoil the day, Neal’s Yard
is a marvel: a technicolour hotspot in the heart of
London.
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Neal’s Yard
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Neal’s Yard
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Trinity Buoy Wharf
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Trinity Buoy Wharf
Located next to the Thames and opposite the 02 dome.
Trinity Buoy Wharf, home to the only lighthouse in
London, is described as “a centre for the arts and
cultural activities”. Trinity Buoy Wharf is a very interesting
place to think about, an amalgamation of studios, liveperformance spaces, workshops and eateries, there’s
plenty that Trinity Buoy Wharf has to offer to any budding
wanderer.
I was originally drawn to Trinity Buoy Wharf upon seeing
images of ‘Container City’ (a drawn representation on
the left) a coloruful structure constructed from sea
shipping containers, designed to be a personal studio
and office complex. A very interesting sight, I had to
seek out Trinity Buoy Wharf for myself. Upon stepping off
the boat that took me across the thames, I was suprised
by how much the wharf does have to offer. The Wharf is
home to the sculpture park, the London Parkour
Acadamy, a 1950’s diner and the afformentioened
Container City, as well as the Faraday Effect which
happens to be London’s smallest musuem.
Set inside a small wooden hut, the Faraday Effect
immerses you into the life of Michael Faraday, with
pebbles on the floor and the ceiling made out of maps,
complete with the sqwarking of seagulls and crashes of
waves. With so much to offer Trinity Buoy Whaf is
certainly one of London’s most-underrated locations
and definietly a hidden gem.

Visit online at:
www.trinitybuoywharf.com

Opening Times
Monday - Sunday: 9am - 5pm

Directions:
By bus:

Number 277, alighting at the Town Hall on the
north side of East India (DLR) station.

By DLR:

To East India Station followed by a 10 minute
walk

By boat:

A designated boat service called the
Predator runs from the O2 QEII Pier to Trinity
Buoy Wharf Jubilee Pier.
The service is £2 each way and operates
Monday to Friday from 5am - 7pm (does
not operate between 11am and 11.30am).
Please call them upon arrival to either pier
on 07947 637 925.
Photography Allowed
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Trinity Buoy Wharf
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Trinity Buoy Wharf
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Special thanks to Canterbury Christ Church University for giving
me the chance to make this guide and my lecturers; Craig Smith,
Emrys Plant and Tim Long for supporting me all the way this
project and for giving me advice when I needed it the most. Also
a special thanks to everyone at The Wellcome Collection, The
Grant Museum of Zoology, Neal’s Yard and Trinity Buoy Wharf for
your hospitality and for providing invaluable information when
asked.
Follow The Wanderer’s Guide at:
thewanderersguideto.wordpress.com
Get in touch at:
thewanderersguideto@gmail.com

