
MiMSA ELECTION RULES  
2015 

 
I. NOMINATION 

 
SECTION 1: NOMINATION PROCEDURES 
 

i. No individual shall be denied the right to an elected position based on gender, sex or 
ethnicity.  

ii. Nominators must submit name of nominee(s) and their respective nominated position(s) 
in the given form by the specified due date. 

iii. Contested positions are: 
a. President  
b. Vice President 
c. Secretary 
d. Treasurer 
e. Webmaster 
f. Logistics Officer 
g. Sports Master 
h. Senior Rep 
i. Junior Rep 
j. Sophomore Rep 

iv. A maximum of 5 people will be able to contest for a contested position on the Election 
Day. If there are more than 5 people contesting for a single position, preliminary 
interviews will conducted by current executive board members to limit the final number 
of nominees to 5 in the interest of time 

 
SECTION 2: ELIGIBILITY OF OFFICE 
  

i. Nominees can only run if they are a paid MiMSA member. 
ii. No active campaigning or solicitation of votes or nominations for a position, prior to 

the allocated time of speech on Election Day, will be allowed (e.g. usage of the email lists, 
social media, phone, texting, etc.).  

iii.  No labeling, slandering, or insulting any member of the MiMSA community will tolerated.  
iv. Transgression of this rule (ii) and (iii) will result in immediate disqualification from the 

election. Disqualification entails: 
a. A revoke of voting rights for normal voters 
b. A revoke of voting rights, and the eligibility to run for office for nominees 

 
SECTION 3: ACCEPTANCE OF NOMINATION 
 

i. Each nominee may only accept up to 3 nominations and will have to rank their preference 
in order - with number 1 being most preferred position.  

ii. Nominees decide to run for office must include a short testimonial together with the 
acceptance confirmation. Testimonials 

a. Must be short – 1 pages, single spaced, font sized 12 
b.  Should include descriptions/testimonials stating a nominees experience, 

affiliations, or memberships.   
c. Must list a nominee’s e-board positions, non-academic honor society, e.g. Order 

of Angell, and other relevant executive board positions held by the nominee 
during the time of campaigning. 

iii. Timestamp of confirmation emails will be observed to determine speaking order.  
iv. Late acceptance will not be entertained 



 
 

II. VOTING 
 

SECTION 1: VOTING PROCEDURES 
 

i. Official time used is Apple clock.  
ii. Event will start at Michigan Time (10 minutes after the stated event time – 14:10pm ) 

iii. All accepted nominees must be present and on time during the Election Day.  
iv. The election committee reserves the right to disqualify any absentees or latecomers from 

running or voting. 
v. Present voters will have to register with the election committee and sign an honesty 

pledge in order to receive voting ballots.  
vi. The order of contested position will be determined by the committee in the best interest 

of the association and candidate’s preference submitted at acceptance of nomination.  
vii. All nominees who decide to run for office will have to give a speech and be subjected to a 

Q&A session afterwards. 
viii. A timekeeper will be assigned to keep track of time allocated. The Election Committee 

reserves the right to revoke the nomination rights of a nominee if he/she does not adhere 
to the planned schedule 

ix. Nominees with the highest number of legitimate votes will be elected to the position 
contested. 

x. Successful nominees will not be able to contest for a latter position 
xi. Presidential position: 

a. The candidate that does not succeed to win the president position will be given 
the option to run for the Vice President position 
 

SECTION 2: CAMPAIGNING PROCEDURES 
 

i. Each nominee will be allocated to 3 minutes to give a speech, and 1 minute to answer each 
question during the Q&A session (2 questions maximum), 

ii. All nominees for the specific position being contested at the time will have to leave the 
room while another fellow nominee is giving his/her speech.  

iii. Speaking order will be based on nomination acceptance time (received acceptance will 
have time stamp).  

 
SECTION 3: BALLOT LEGITIMACY  
 

i. Each voter may only cast one vote for each position contested.  
ii. All voting ballots must strictly follow the template to be determined by the Election 

Committee on Election Day.  
iii. The Election Committee, with the consent of the observers, reserves the right to consider 

a ballot null if it does not adhere to the template as determined by the Election 
Committee    

iv. Online votes will only be considered legitimate if a voter has notified the election 
committee with a valid reason of absence prior to the Election Day, and his/her request to 
vote online has been approved.  

a. Accepted reasons for absences will be subjected to the discretion of the Election 
Committee.  

b. Applications to be an online voter must be made at least 24 hours prior to the day 
of voting, no late applications will be entertained 

c.  Applicants for online voting will receive the results of their application via email 
at least 12 hours before Election Day.  
 

SECTION 4: OBSERVERS 
 



i. Observers will be randomly picked by the Election Committee from the list attendees on 
Election Day to observe the vote counting process and ensure transparency.  

ii. Observers retain the right to announce any discrepancies or undemocratic behaviors they 
observe during the counting procedure.  

a. In such cases, action taken will be at the discretion of the Election Committee 
iii. Observers retain the right to be seconders and proposers for recounting 

 
 

SECTION 5: VOTE COUNTING  
 

i. Vote counting will be done after all speeches have been delivered for a specific position.  
ii. Results will be announced after the finalized numbers of votes have been confirmed.  

iii. Recount will only be accepted if there is one (1) proposer and two (2)seconders.  
iv. Re-vote will take place only if there is a tie, or there is undeniable evidence of fraudulent 

ant undemocratic activities   
v. No re-contest of any position will be allowed. 

  
SECTION 6: ONLINE VOTING 
 

i. Excused voters will be given a link to a form to submit their votes 
ii. Anonymity of online voters will be upheld, unless there is substantial evidence that 

indicates the presence of fraudulent activities, or undemocratic behavior.  
a. The election committee reserves the right to withhold a voter’s right to anonymity 

in such instances  
iii. If there is evidence that suggests fraudulent behaviors by any online voter, the election 

committee will have the right to declare the voter’s votes null and revoke his/her rights as 
a voter.  

 

All formal communication will only be done through Carven Leong 
(carvenl@umich.edu) or Si-Onn Kwok (sionkwok@umich.edu). Any inquiries may 
be made to either one of the above individuals. All inquiries will only be entertained 
if given enough time to do so, and if done through email to ensure legitimacy.  
 
 

	  


