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A Series of Unfortunate Events

Act 4: The Miserable Mill

By Zelda Frankenstein



SCENE 1

LEMONY

(VO)

Sometime during your life… perhaps very soon… perhaps right now…

you may find yourself watching a movie, and you will notice that

the opening scene of a movie can often be a pretty good indicator

of what kind of movie you’re about to watch. For instance, if the

film you’re watching started with…

The scene cuts to a stop-action scene of a colourful forest full

of adorable animated creatures. A family of chipmunks scurries out

from a tiny door in the trunk of a tree and giggle.

A PLEASANT-VOICED FEMALE NARRATOR

(VO)

Once upon a time there was a family of cunning little chipmunks

who lived in a hollow tree.

LEMONY

(VO)

That film would most likely be a charming, whimsical adventure for

the whole family about adorable talking animals that get

themselves into all sorts of mischief. A film that started with…

Cut to a little girl with pigtails sitting in a brightly coloured

kitchen and frowning at a stack of blueberry pancakes.

GIRL

Gee, mum, these pancakes look delicious, but I’m so nervous about

going away to Camp Timbertops, I couldn’t eat a bite!

LEMONY

(VO)

…Would probably be a humourous coming-of-age story about a group

of giggly girls spending a summer at sleep away camp, with

hilarious results. And a film that started with…

Cut to a young boy standing on his front lawn, waving to his

friend and holding a brand new catcher’s mitt.

BOY

Hey Larry, look at this catcher’s mitt I got for my birthday!

LEMONY

(VO)

…Would be a fun and inspiring tale about a rag tag bunch of sweaty

boys who win the big game and have a pizza party afterwards. And

if you liked whimsical adventures, hilarious results, or pizza

parties, you would know that you were watching the right movie.

But, alas, the opening scene of this film is…

Cut to a steam train traveling through the Finite Forest on its



way to Paltryville from the city. Black fog hangs over the ground,

and the bare trees shiver as the train passes. Violet, Klaus and

Sunny Baudelaire stare out the window of the train out onto the

bleak landscape and sigh sadly.

LEMONY

(VO)

TRAIN ANNOUNCER

(Muffled)

Next stop, Paltryville, then all stations to Ophelia.

LEMONY

(VO)

And you should be able to tell immediately that the story is very

different to the examples I gave you. This is for the simple

reason that the story of Violet, Klaus and Sunny Baudelaire was so

very different than any other story, with the main difference

being the amount of horror and despair. So now that I’ve warned

you that the first scene of this movie will be…

Cut to a steam train traveling through the Finite Forest on its

way to Paltryville from the city. Black fog hangs over the ground,

and the bare trees shiver as the train passes. Violet, Klaus and

Sunny Baudelaire stare out the window of the train out onto the

bleak landscape and sigh sadly.

TRAIN ANNOUNCER

(Muffled)

Next stop, Paltryville, then all stations to Ophelia.

LEMONY

(VO)

You should be able to see at once that you are watching the wrong

movie altogether. There are no adventures, no hilarity, and

certainly no pizza. Instead this is a tale of dangerous machinery,

horrible accidents, mind control, and a bad casserole. If you wish

to avoid this unpleasant tale, I would suggest you stop watching

this film any longer, because the first line of dialogue is about

to be spoken. You ready? He’s going to say it. Here it comes…

TRAIN ANNOUNCER

(Muffled)

Next stop, Paltryville, then all stations to Ophelia.

Violet looks up at the speaker, then over to Klaus.

VIOLET

Did you hear Paltryville? Because I heard Paltryville.

LEMONY



(VO)

Violet was fourteen, and as such, she was the oldest Baudelaire

sibling. Violet was an inventor, and right now her hair was tied

up, which indicated her thoughts were on a new design and not on

the train announcer.

KLAUS

Well, this is the Finite Forest, so we must be getting there.

LEMONY

(VO)

Klaus, the middle child, loved to read more than anything else. He

recognised the Finite Forest from a book he had once read about

native species of poisonous fungi.

KLAUS

(To Violet)

See that black lichen on the trees? If you eat that, it’ll kill

you.

VIOLET

That’s great, Klaus.

Sunny looks up at her siblings. She frowns, worried about whether

the spooky fog will be present in their new home, then returns to

gnawing a hole in the seat. Violet picks her up when she notices

her baby sister pulling the stuffing out.

VIOLET

Sunny, don’t do that.

LEMONY

(VO)

Sunny, the youngest sibling, liked to bite things with her four

sharp teeth. Right now she was wondering what things there would

be to bite at her new home.

MR.POE

What a lovely forest!

He puts down his newspaper, pulls out his handkerchief and coughs

loudly.

LEMONY

(VO)

Mr. Poe was a banker, who had been put in charge of managing the

Baudelaire estate after the terrible fire that killed their

parents. He wasn’t doing a very good job.

MR. POE

I think you children will have a good home here. I hope you do,

anyway, because I’ve just received a promotion. I’m now the Vice

President in Charge of Coins, and from now on I’ll be busier than



ever. If anything goes wrong with you here, I’ll have to send you

to boarding school until another foster home can be sorted out, so

please, be on your best behaviour. That means no more stealing,

VIOLET

Yes, Mr. Poe.

MR. POE

No more making a big scene in public,

KLAUS

Yes, Mr. Poe.

MR. POE

No more running away,

VIOLET

Of course, Mr. Poe.

MR. POE

Do I have your word?

VIOLET AND KLAUS

Yes, Mr. Poe.

Mr. Poe nods approvingly. He starts to cough again.

KLAUS

So what’s ourMr. Poe interrupts him with another cough and motions for him to

wait.

KLAUS

(Louder)

What’s ourMr. Poe continues to cough.

KLAUS

What’sMr. Poe coughs for a long time. Klaus waits for him to stop.

KLAUS

What’s our new guardian’s name?

Mr. Poe takes a piece of paper out of his pocket and studies it

intently.

MR. POE

His name is Mr.… Wu…zi…qui… I can’t pronounce it.



KLAUS

Let me have a look.

MR. POE

No, no. If it’s too complicated for an adult, it’s much too

complicated for a child.

SUNNY

Ghand!

LEMONY

(VO)

Like most infants, Sunny spoke mainly in noises that only her

close family could understand. By ‘Ghand’ she probably meant ‘But

Klaus is probably clever enough to pronounce it.’

MR. POE

Well, he’ll tell you what to call him when you get there. You’ll

find him at the main office of Lucky Smells Lumbermill, which I’m

told is just a short walk from the station.

VIOLET

Aren’t you coming with us?

MR. POE

No. I’m afraid the train back into the city only comes once a day,

and I don’t have the time to stay the night. You’ll just have to

make your own way.

KLAUS

What if Count Olaf shows up?

VIOLET

(Quietly)

He could be anywhere.

MR. POE

Not a worry, children, I’ve given Mr.… (He looks at the piece of

paper and frowns) Your new Guardian a complete description of

Olaf, so if he does manage to find you, Mr. … he will notify the

authorities.

VIOLET

But he’ll be in disguise! He’s done it before, he’ll do it again.

KLAUS

Did you also describe his assistants? He’s always got a couple of

them with him.

MR. POE

Yes, yes. I described them all- (counting on his fingers) The man

with hooks for hands, the bald one, the two women with painted

white faces, and the chubby one who looks like neither a man or a



woman. Your new guardian is aware of them all. If there is any

problem, you know how to reach me.

SUNNY

(Glumly)

Casca.

Klaus looks at Sunny and nods sadly in agreement.

MR. POE

Here we are. Get your things, then.

SCENE 2

Ext. Day. The kids are standing on the platform of Paltryville

station, looking glumly at their new home. The town is dusty and

quiet, with only a few shops on either side of the street. At the

end of the road is the town hall, which is a boring, brown

building, with a pair of sneakers hanging from the flagpole

instead of a flag. Next to the train station is a small milk bar,

and in the distance they can see a high wooden wall with

smokestacks rising up from behind it.

VIOLET

That looks like the mill over there. Let’s go meet our new

guardian.

KLAUS

Or at least figure out how to pronounce his name.

They pick up their bags and start walking. They reach the gate.

The gate is made of tall logs, and there’s a sign on the front

with LUCKY SMELLS LUMBERMILL written on it in chewed gum. Violet

wrinkles her nose in disgust. Just as Violet is about to knock,

Klaus taps her on the shoulder.

KLAUS

(In a frightened whisper)

Check out the neighbours.

She turns around and her eyes widen. The camera turns around,

revealing an eye-shaped house. The flesh-coloured roof is curved,

and has spikes coming off of it, which look like eyelashes. The

walls are white in front and flesh-coloured around the sides. In

the centre of the front wall is a green circle. The door is round

and black, and the stairs leading up to it are white and taper

towards the top, creating the appearance of a reflection in the

pupil. From the red light out the front and the sign hanging on

the door, it appears to be a Doctor’s Surgery. Sunny, who is

examining the teeth marks in the gum with her fingers, notices her

siblings have gone quiet. She looks up, then immediately hides her

eyes.



VIOLET

(Hesitating)

It… it must be a coincidence.

KLAUS

How could it not be?

SUNNY

Varni.

They all look at each other, sensing that none of them actually

believe it. Without saying another word, they open the gate and

slam it behind them.

The Lumber mill is built into a large hill. On the side of the

hill is the actual mill, which is a large building with

smokestacks coming out of the ceiling. To one side of the children

is the office building, and to the other are a series of small

buildings which serve as the worker’s dormitories. The children

stand in the dusty courtyard and look around.

VIOLET

Hello?

Pause

VIOLET

Hello?

Klaus points to the ground. Violet looks down and sees that she’s

standing on an envelope with BAUDELAIRES written on the front. She

picks it up and opens it. Her siblings lean in to read.

LEMONY

(VO)

It is much, much worse to receive bad news in writing than it is

to simply be told bad news. When somebody tells you something bad,

you hear it once, and that’s the end of it. But when you receive

it in writing, every time you read it, it feels as if you’re

receiving the bad news again and again.

Cut to Lemony in his apartment. A flock of carrier pigeons flies

in the window, carrying a 200-page book with ‘I’m sorry: I love

you, but it just wouldn’t work -Beatrice’ written on the cover. He

reads through it and collapses on his desk, sobbing.

Cut back to the Baudelaires reading the note.

VIOLET

(warily)

Klaus…what's assiduous?



Klaus pushes his glasses up his nose and stands on his toes to

look at the note.

KLAUS

It means hardworking.

VIOLET

That's not encouraging.

She continues to skim the note.

VIOLET

(reading aloud)

Please report to work the following morning with the other…

employees?

She looks over to her siblings and frowns.

VIOLET

Employees?

KLAUS

But Mr. Poe didn't say anything about us working here.

VIOLET

That's what the note says.

She turns the page to look at the attached map of the mill. The

pages are stuck together with gum instead of staples. She wrinkles

her nose in disgust.

VIOLET

Look, the map here says we're going to live in the workers dorms

which are…(she reads the map) Straight over there, between the

storage shed and the lumbermill itself.

KLAUS

But …I don't want to live over there, between the storage shed and

the lumbermill itself.

VIOLET

Admittedly, neither do I.

She picks up her bag and starts walking. Klaus and Sunny follow.

VIOLET

But hey, you never really know. There might be some interesting

manuals for you to read. Or something.

KLAUS

Yeah, and there could be machines for you to look at…

SUNNY
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