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Please note:  

 

The following procedures are subject to changes, updates, and policy 

shifts. You will be notified of any such changes. If in doubt, please 

consult your supervisor or manager as to what is current procedure. 
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+ Remember to speak slowly, clearly, and loudly. Use simple sentences, and be patient. 

+ Please remind students to be vigilant with their belongings, and to stay with the group. 

No. of students: 

(re-count often) 

 Names of group leaders: 

(from their group) 

 

Leader contact 

number: 

 Name of their English 

teacher: 

 

Have you got 

your Leap card? 

Y  /  N Have the students got 

their Leap cards? 

Y  /  N 

Booking: Y  /  N Booking reference:  

Booking time:  Packed lunch: Y  /  N 

Whistle: Y  /  N First Aid Kit: Y  /  N* 

Weather check:  Have you got your 

phone? 

Y  /  N 

Any special 

medical needs? 

 Any special educational 

needs? 

 

Any special 

behavioural 

needs? 

 Approx travel time: 

(remember that rush hour 

will affect this.) 

 

Emergency / lost 

student meeting 

point: 

 Estimated 

return time: 

 

Return point: 

(please circle) 

DCU 

Host family 

Hotel 

If returning students to 

Host Families, do you 

have their address?  

Y  /  N** 

 

Office number: (01) 700 5087 

Supervisor number: 089 492 0103 

Remember to ring the Office and notify them of any emergencies that arise, or if 

seriously delayed for any reason. 

*If you circled No, please report to the office for a First Aid Kit. 

** If you circled No, please contact the office for the address/es and/or contact details. 

Checklist  for  Guides 
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 You will be issued a branded company polo t-shirt, and a branded 
raincoat. You are representing the company every time you wear it. 
Anything you do in it will come back to the company. Therefore you 
must behave appropriately at all times. Never wear the brand when 
you are not at work. 

 
 You will be issued with any booking sheets, chalk, notebooks, 
information etc. that you need. You will also be issued with a sign if 
you are meeting a new group. 

 
 Use chalk to mark a large X on the ground at the outdoor meeting 
points, and write the time next to it, so students can check it if they 
need to. Do a “concept check” with the students.  
Call and response is a proven method: 
Guide: “When are we meeting?” Students: “Twelve o’clock!”  
Guide: “When are we meeting?” Students: “Twelve o’clock!” 

 
 Buy a whistle, it will save you from having to shout. Wear your name 
tag, or you’ll be repeating yourself all day. 
 

 Do not smoke in front of the students.  
 

 Students might ask you to buy alcohol, tobacco, or drugs for them. 
Say no, politely but very firmly. You will lose your job if you buy 
restricted substances for minors. Remind the students that smoking 
and drinking are illegal for those under 18, and that you could go to 
prison if you bought them these things. Ask your supervisor if you 
have any questions.  
 

 If a student falls over, or otherwise injures themselves, make sure 
they are OK, apply First Aid principles, (nothing outside of what is 
sanctioned in this document), and make sure they come back with 
the group. If an ambulance is needed, a Group Leader (GL) goes with 
them. Exchange contact details with the GL. Ring the Office, and fill 
out a sick sheet when you get back. 

 
 
 

Daily Operations 
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 If a student/s are late, or do not arrive at the meeting point, allocate a 
GL to stay behind and wait for them. You cannot wait for more than 
15 minutes for a few students. Exchange contact details with the GL, 
and inform the supervisor with a text. If the majority of the group are 
late, you must wait for them. Ring the Office if there is any more than 
a 15 minute delay. 

 
 If a student is accused of shoplifting, or of any other criminal offence, 
allocate a GL to stay with them / go with the Gardaí with 
them.  Exchange contact details with the GL. Ring the Office 
immediately, then get the group back on track. 
 

 If going to Penneys or another shopping spot, impose a very strict 
time-frame. If a student/s are more than 5 minutes late, send a 
responsible pair of students or a GL into the shop to look for them 
and bring them back. Get their names, and make an announcement 
on the tannoy/shop intercom if possible. 
 

 You as the Guide have the final say. The buck stops with you. The 
GLs are free to make suggestions, but you have the final word, and 
the GLs are required to defer that judgement to you. Ring the Office if 
there are any issues there. You set the meeting times, not the GLs. 
 

 After your tour, come to office to discuss how it went and any 
outstanding issues. 

 
 Do not under any circumstances accept social media requests from 
students or GLs. It is unprofessional and leaves you vulnerable. 
 

 The students may invite you to parties or social events outside the 
program. You are not entitled to accept these advances. Doing so 
puts you and your job at risk. If you are at an event, you are 
responsible for whatever happens there. This is dangerous. 
 

 Be pro-active, not reactive.  
If you think ahead, have a plan B, and stick to the rules, everything 
will be manageable. Do not go off-script. If in doubt, ring the Office. 



                            
 

7 
 

 Give tours of publicly accessible travel destinations such as museums, galleries, 

heritage sites, national parks and other attractions. 

 Provide group with enlightening information about points of interest. 

 Meet the group for meal/departure, and accompany them for their return/meal.  

 Follow trip itinerary hand-out, and make sure you have a plan (see previous page) 

prior to departure. 

 Perform clerical duties such as collection of fees, collection of invoices, collection of 

receipts, Leap Cards, keys etc. as necessary. 

 Be able to answer basic questions about locations, their history, popular 

monuments/statues, amenities etc. 

 Use effective communication and negotiation skills. 

 Be outgoing, highly organised, punctual, problem solving, and ethical. 

 Keep communicating with the group and build a healthy working relationship. 

 Maintain patience and tact at all times while dealing with tours as some of them may 

be quite challenging to handle, especially due to factors such as bad weather, traffic, 

large group volume, impatient visitors, non-cooperative assistance etc. 

 Understand and accept the habits and manners of different cultures. 

 Help the visitor understand the culture of the region and the way of life of its 

residents. 

 Make sure the tour is as safe as possible for the entire group. 

 Monitor the group’s activities to ensure everyone complies with the site’s or guide’s 

safety regulations. 

 Be able to provide first-aid assistance in case of an emergency. 

 Lead the evacuation/ exit of your group in the event of an emergency, and set an 

emergency meeting point ahead of time in case a student gets lost. 

 Sign any equipment, access cards, Leap Cards, or keys in and out of the Office. 

 DO NOT USE THE LEAP CARD FOR ANYTHING OTHER THAN WORK. Getting to 

and from to DCU is your own financial responsibility. 

 

Guide Responsibilities 
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 Report to the office at 08:45 to collect worksheets and group sign. Go to the 

restaurant and greet the group leaders. Get the kids in line for breakfast, and if 

it’s the weekend, take charge of distributing the packed lunches. Stay with them 

and push for punctuality. Give them a 10 minute, then 5 minute warning etc, so 

you’re not leaving late for the activity. 

 

 Establish the meeting point as being outside the restaurant with the group 

leaders.  If the group are not outside on time (they are invariably late), please go 

inside and start rounding them up. However, please bear in mind that any 

lateness carries on, and you must a) be on time for bookings, and b) be back on 

campus for the group’s lunch slot between 13:00 and 13:30.  If this time changes, 

you will be informed. If you are doing sports, it isn’t as urgent. 

 
 

 When you return from the activity, please get the group into the lunch queue 

again.  Stay with them until the group are being served. Ensure they do not join a 

different school’s queue, and keep non-DCULS students from joining your group. 

If one sneaks past, we end up paying the bill for their food, so keep a watchful 

eye. 

 

 Drop into the office before you leave to tell the Junior Programme Manager when 

you are leaving, so your hours can be logged and any equipment returned.  

Please keep a record of your hours for yourself as well.  On or before the 15th of 

every month, please submit your pay claim form to the Junior Programmes 

Manager.  Submit all hours completed up to and on the 15th of the month.  You 

will be paid on or around the 25th of each month. You cannot be paid if you have 

not completed these steps! 

 

Daily Responsibilities 
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The Board of Management recognises that child protection and welfare considerations 

permeate all aspects of school life and must be reflected in all of the school’s policies, 

practices and activities.  

Accordingly, in agreement with ACELS Regulations and in accordance with Children 

First: National Guidance, DCU LS Junior Programmes has agreed the following child 

protection policy: 

1. The Board of Management has adopted and will implement fully a document 

containing Child Protection Procedures for this department. 

2. The Designated Liaison Person (DLP) is Erin O’Byrne.  

The Deputy Designated Liaison Person (Deputy DLP) is Gráinne Aylward. 

3. In its policies, practices and activities, DCU LS Junior Programmes will adhere to 

the following principles of best practice in child protection and welfare. The school 

will: 

 

 Recognise that the protection and welfare of children is of paramount importance 

 Fully co-operate with the relevant statutory authorities in relation to child 

protection and welfare matters.  

 Adopt safe practices to minimise the possibility of harm or accidents happening 

to children and protect workers from the necessity to take unnecessary risks that 

may leave themselves open to accusations of abuse or neglect. 

 Develop a practice of openness with group leaders and agents  

 Fully respect confidentiality requirements in dealing with child protection matters 

 Ensure that all DCU LS Junior Programme staff are aware that they have a duty 

of care towards all the young learners in the programme 

 Ensure that best practices are undertaken to recruit and vet potential staff. 

 

4. All aspects of our child protection policy will be reflected in our Teacher 

Inductions, Code of Behaviour, Anti –Bullying policy and supervision of students 

during activities and excursions.  The department has ensured that the 

DCU LS JUNIOR PROGRAMMES  

CHILD PROTECTION POLICY 
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necessary policies, protocols or practices as appropriate are in place in respect 

of each of the above listed items 

5. There is a standard reporting procedure for all incidents. 

Below is an extract from the full Child Protection Policy, which you must read. 

 

11.7  Protection and Promotion of Children’s Rights 

 Remember that individual workers have a responsibility to protect and promote children’s rights by: 

 Treating them with dignity, sensitivity and respect 

 Making time to listen, talk to and get to know the children 

 Making sure that children know the organisation’s rules about behaviour 

 Encouraging children to have an input into how things are run 

 Helping children to be safe, happy and having as much fun as possible 

 Never favouring one child or children over others 

 Enabling children to regard their bodies as their own property 

 Encouraging them to express feelings, fears and experiences openly 

 Knowing about the principles and practices of child protection including their legal duties 

 Never engaging in sexually provocative games or make suggestive comments, even in fun 

 Respecting children’s privacy in bathrooms or changing rooms 

 Always responding to complaints or allegations 

 Helping children realise the difference between confidentiality and secrecy 

 Being sensitive to the fact that some children are more vulnerable and have special needs 

 Never using physical punishment with children 

 

11.8  Codes of behaviour between workers and children 

All organisations should establish a code of behaviour between workers and children, to avoid the 

possibility of misunderstanding, or the potential for allegations of misconduct. Such codes should include 

the following guidance: 

 Workers should be sensitive to the risks involved in participating in contact sports or other 
activities 

 While physical contact is a valid way of comforting, reassuring and showing concern for children, 
it should only take place when it is acceptable to all persons concerned 

 Workers should never physically punish or be in any way verbally abusive to a child, nor should 
they even tell jokes of a sexual nature in the presence of children 

 Workers should be sensitive to the possibility of developing favouritism, or becoming over 
involved or spending a great deal of time with any one child 

 Children should be encouraged to report cases of bullying to either a designated person, or a 
worker of their choice. Complaints must be brought to the attention of management 

 Everyone involved in the organisation should respect the personal space, safety and privacy of 
individuals. 
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 In the event of an emergency, the Guide must assume command of the group for 

evacuation and First Aid purposes, unless this responsibility is surrendered to a duly 

constituted authority such as a medical professional or Garda. As a guide, you must 

be pro-active rather than reactive. This means having a basic awareness of your 

surroundings and the possible hazards or risks posed by them. If at all possible, we 

must try to avoid a knee-jerk response, focusing instead on having a ‘Plan B’ for each 

activity. Above all else, remain calm and in control of your actions.  

 

 Upon entering any facility or new environment, first note the fire alarms and exits, 

followed by the stairs and/or fire escape. If there is a First Aid Kit or AED (defibrillator) 

nearby, memorise its location in case it is needed later. If there is anyone in your 

group with mobility issues, check if there is a stair-assist sled for emergency use, and 

notify relevant staff (if any) about the member’s status in case you are not authorised 

to operate the equipment. If you have a member in your group who has a specific 

emotional, intellectual, and or physical condition which may affect their experience, it 

is vitally important to think ahead and make allowances for them. 

 

Spotting potential hazards 

Common hazards in the working environment include wet floors, sharp objects, heat 

or sources of ignition, heights, stairs, and personnel. For example, spilled drinks may 

seem innocuous, but one slip can land someone in the hospital. Potential personnel 

dangers can range from a person carrying a heavy object (avoid getting in the way), 

to a person who may wish to cause harm or distress to the group, i.e. a pickpocket. 

Remember that the places we visit with the groups are also someone else’s 

workplace. We must treat them with respect and follow their rules. 

 
 
Risk assessment 
Being vigilant and staying calm are key to successfully assessing the risks posed to 
the group. Try to remain dispassionate, and tackle any issues which arise with 
patience, tact, and a full command of the facts. Listen to your intuition, but try not to 
jump to conclusions without gathering all the evidence. 

Emergency Procedure 
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Types of emergency: 
 
Fire 
Follow the instructions of fire marshals and/or posted signage. Proceed to the 
emergency exits in an orderly fashion, and do a head count of the group at the 
assembly point. If students are unaccounted for, inform the marshals. Do not under 
any circumstances re-enter the building until the all-clear has been sounded. 
 
First Aid 
Administer aid as the first responder only if qualified to do so, and only to the 
students/leaders in your care. If in doubt, call an ambulance. Wear gloves when 
treating any nicks or scrapes, and be sure to dispose of them correctly. Never touch 
an open wound, cut, or any bodily fluids without gloves. If you need to call an 
ambulance, try to shift the casualty into the recovery position. Do not move the body 
in any way if you suspect a spinal injury. You may not administer drugs or medicine 
of any kind, but the student may self-administer, such as in the case of asthma 
inhalers. 
 
Criminal incident  
If you or a student has been assaulted, robbed, or otherwise victimised, note the 
details (time, place, description of assailant, etc) and immediately inform the Gardaí. 
If an incident takes place on Dublin bus or any other form of public transport, inform 
the driver or on-board security as soon as possible. If a student is accused of 
criminal activity, contact the Office without delay, and ask them to also contact the 
host family. 
 
 
Procedure for staff 
If an emergency occurs on your shift, please inform the Office as soon as possible. 
They may be able to provide guidance. When you return, you will have to fill out the 
incident log with the DLP or Deputy DLP detailing the events and your actions. This 
is to protect you, and enable the company to learn from the incident, hopefully 
ensuring it never happens again. Always keep the group together and remain calm.  
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Diagrams 
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 Leap cards are pre-paid travel passes used by the company to facilitate student travel. Check 

that all your students have their cards before you leave, and have a small amount of loose 

change with you in case they do not. Keep the bus ticket, and you can claim the money back 

at the office later. If the cards need to be topped up, please inform the office. 

 

 You will have to sign for your card when it is issued. The sheet is hanging at the Operations 

desk in the office. You are responsible for your card. Alert Operations when it is running out of 

credit and they will arrange a top-up. Try to let us know before it runs out completely, as top-

ups take some time. 

 

 The first day you have your group, make sure they know how to use the Leap card. Stage a 

small demonstration of how to use it. To make it more interactive, you can have one student 

pretending to be the driver. With younger students, get them to do the “beep-beep-BEEEP”! 

They will recognise the sound later, and can let you know if the machine makes a different 

noise. This prevents unnecessary delays when first getting onto the bus. 

 

 Bear in mind the capacity of the bus you intend getting on. Ask the driver if they have room for 

X number of pupils, especially if you have any doubts. Try to get everyone on the same bus. If 

there isn’t enough room, you will have to wait for the next one. This is much simpler if you 

check beforehand! Try to get everyone on the top deck, with the exception of students with 

mobility issues. If you have a student on a wheelchair, remember to check if the bus is 

accessible. On the digital bus display, there will generally be a little wheelchair icon next to 

buses which are equipped with a ramp.  

 
 Students should take the top deck for several reasons:  

a) it keeps them together 

b) it makes it less likely they will get off at the wrong stop 

c) they will have a much better view of Dublin City 

d) it leaves bottom tier seating available for the elderly and those who would have difficulty 

climbing stairs. 

Remember to collect the Leap cards from your students if they are leaving for the plane home! 

Leap Cards 
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Meet students at the pre-arranged time. Take the roll call, and mark attendance/absence.  

Do not leave until everyone on the roll is accounted for. 

 Start by showing them the Meeting Point outside the restaurant. 

 Bring students into the restaurant. Inform the students that this is where they will have 

breakfast, lunch, and dinner here. (Unless they are with a Host.) Its also the main 

meeting point. 

 Exit from the main entrance of the restaurant and bring students to DCULS building. This 

is the Office. Tell students and Leaders that they should come here if they have any 

issues. 

 Bring students into the HUB. Go upstairs and point out SU shop and the LS classrooms. 

Inform them that some of their lessons will be taking place here. Film nights will also be 

there. 

 Exit HUB from the back entrance, turn left and into the Sports Centre. There you can 

point out trophies for GAA etc and pictures of Irish Olympic Athletes from DCU. Include 

the swimming pool and 5-a-side pitches out the back of the Sports Centre – but note that 

they must be paid for seperately. 

 Walk back out to the Mall. After pointing out the Science, Engineering and Computing 

Buildings walk towards the Library.  

 Turn right towards the Nursing Building, some groups have classes here too. 

 Take students to the main DCU entrance and show them the matchstick sculpture.  

(Photo op!) 

 Go past the Main Reception and the Business School. 

 Walk towards the Helix Theatre, home of popular TV Music competition ‘The Voice’. 

 Go left, and up past Bank of Ireland, the pharmacy and the Interfaith Centre. 

 Return to Meeting Point (outside the restaurant) and point out Henry Grattan Building. 

Inform the students that some of their lessons will be taking place here. 

 Give them the campus photo hunt to do (available from  Sports/Trips folder in Junior 

Programmes Office).  Instruct students that they have an hour to do it.  Establish a time 

and meeting point.  Take in interest in the photos they took and ask as many questions 

as possible. 

 

Campus Tour 
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2pm Assemble at Meeting Point (outside DCU Restaurant) 

2:15pm Take Bus No. 4, 9, 11, 13 from Ballymun Road, DCU or Bus 44 from The Helix 

(Mon-Fri during term-time) 

2:45pm Arrive at O’Connell Street 

2:45 - 5:00pm Dublin City Tour 

5:00pm Start walking to the nearest bus stop to DCU (ie George’s Street/College 

Green/Dame Street, Westmoreland Street or O’Connell Street) 

5:30pm Take the nearest bus to you back to DCU: 

Bus No. 9 from George’s Street  

Bus No. 9, 13 from College Green/Dame Street 

Bus No. 4, 11, 9, 13 from Westmoreland Street.  

Bus No. 4, 9, 11, 13, 44 from O’Connell Street 

 

Get off at O’Connell Street and start moving southwards, towards the River Liffey 

O’Connell Street 

-   Located in the heart of Dublin city, O'Connell Street forms part of a grand thoroughfare 

created in the 18th century that runs through the centre of the capital. 

-    Reputed to be Europe's widest urban street/home to the "Spire", the world’s tallest 

sculpture.  

- It was named in honour of Daniel O'Connell, a nationalist leader of the early 19th century. 

Moving southwards towards the river you can see the Spire standing in the middle of 

O’Connell Street  

 

 

Dublin City Centre Tour 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dublin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_O%27Connell
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_nationalism


                            
 

20 
 

 

The Spire  

- The monument was commissioned as part of a street layout redesign in 1999.  

- Large, stainless steel, pin-like monument 121.2m in height. 

- The world's tallest sculpture, nicknamed "The Stiletto in the Ghetto". 

 

The GPO 

- Massive classical building, built in the first half of the 19th century. 

- It is the iconic symbol of the 1916 Easter Rising.  

- Here the short-lived Irish Republic was proclaimed, but a few days later it was left in ruins. 

- Several renovations restored the GPO to its former glory. 

Continue walking southwards  

 

O'Connell Memorial  

The memorial is consisted of allegorical statues. Four winged figures represent Patriotism, 

Fidelity, Courage and Eloquence. Bullet holes were caused by gunfire during the fighting for 

Irish independence in 1916 and have never been repaired since. 

 

Cross over O’Connell Bridge 

 

O’Connell Bridge   

- Reputed to be the only bridge in the world that is wider than it is actually long, this is the 

heart of Dublin, situated between the ‘prosperous’ Southside and the once slummy Northside.  

 

Admire the view for a few minutes while crossing over River Liffey.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monument
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River Liffey 

- The Liffey flows through the centre of Dublin. Dividing the Northside of Dublin from 

the Southside, the river is today spanned by numerous bridges, mostly open to vehicular traffic. 

 

Walk down Westmoreland Street and spot the Bank of Ireland on your right handside. 

 

Bank of Ireland  

- Once the home of the Irish Houses of Parliament. 

 

Continue walking southwards and take a look at Trinity College on your left hand side. 

 

Trinity College 

- Enter the inner courtyard of Trinity College through the arch. You will come across a wide-

open space with an impressive campanile at its centre.  

- Trinity College Dublin was created by royal charter in 1592 and was set up by Queen 

Elizabeth I in part to consolidate the rule of the Tudor monarchy in Ireland, and it was seen as 

the university of the Protestant Ascendancy for much of its history.  

- The Old Library and the Book of Kells Exhibition is a “must see” on the itineraries of all 

visitors  

in Dublin. Walk through the cobbled stones and bring yourselves back to the 18th century when 

the Library was constructed. Once in the Library and for a fee of €10 the visitors can enjoy the 

Book of Kells, a 9th century gospel manuscript, famous throughout the world. 

 

Exit through the gate opposite the Long Room facing Nassau Street. 

Once on Nassau Street turn right, go past Grafton Street and head towards Suffolk Street. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dublin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northside_(Dublin)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southside_(Dublin)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tudor_dynasty
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monarchy_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protestant_Ascendancy
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Molly Malone Statue (Suffolk and St. Andrews Street) 

- "Molly Malone” is a popular song, set in Dublin, Ireland, which has become the 

unofficial anthem of Dublin City. The song tells the fictional tale of a fishmonger who sold her 

trade on the streets of Dublin, but who died young, of a fever. In the late 20th century a legend 

grew that there was a historical Molly, who lived in the 17th century. However, there is no 

evidence that the song is based on a real woman of the 17th century or at any other time.  

 

Head towards College Green and turn left into Dame Street. Walk for about 50m and then 

cross the street. 

Walk up Anglesea Street, turn left into Fleet Street and head towards Temple Bar. 

 

Temple Bar 

- It is reputed to be Dublin's "bohemian quarter". It is full of entertainment, art and culinary 

action.  

- The city of Dublin, as we know it, was born in and around Temple Bar. Some of the earliest 

Temple Bar residents that we know about were Vikings and the area is rich in Viking and 

medieval history and culture.  

- Temple Bar Street got its name from the Temple family, and specifically Sir William Temple 

(provost of Trinity College from 1609-1627), whose house and gardens were located there in 

the early 17th century.  

 

Walk through Merchant’s Arch towards Wellington Quay. Cross over Ha’Penny Bridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dublin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthem
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fishmonger
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trinity_College_Dublin
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Ha’Penny Bridge 

- Ha'penny Bridge is a pedestrian bridge made of cast iron, built in 1816 over the River Liffey. 

Before Ha'penny Bridge was built there were seven ferries operating across the Liffey by a man  

named William Walsh. The ferries were in bad condition and Walsh was told that he had to 

either fix them or build a bridge. Walsh chose the latter option and was granted the right to 

extract a ‘ha'penny’ (half a penny) toll from anyone crossing it for 100 years. The toll was 

eventually dropped in 1919.  

 

Walk up Liffey Street Lower and continue to Liffey Street Upper. Turn right into Henry Street. 

 

Henry Street 

- Located on Dublin's Northside Henry Street is one of the two principal shopping streets of 

Dublin (the other being Grafton Street), running from the Spire of Dublin and the General Post 

Office on O'Connell Street in the east to Liffey Street in the west.  

 

Start walking towards O’Connell Street and take Bus No. 4, 11, 9, 13, 44 back to DCU. 

 

http://www.templebar.ie/about/history 

https://www.tcd.ie/about/history/ 

http://goireland.about.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pedestrian_bridge
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Liffey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halfpenny_(British_coin)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1919_in_Ireland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northside,_Dublin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grafton_Street
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spire_of_Dublin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Post_Office,_Dublin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Post_Office,_Dublin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/O%27Connell_Street
http://www.templebar.ie/about/history
https://www.tcd.ie/about/history/
http://goireland.about.com/
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Step 1 Assemble at Meeting Point (outside DCU Restaurant) 

Step 2 Take Bus No. 4 or 9 from Bus Stop No. 37 Ballymun Road, DCU 

Step 3 Arrive at Bus Stop No. 184 Mobhi Road, Cliftonville Road 

Step 4 Start walking towards Bus Stop No. 148 Mobhi Road, Botanic Rd 

Step 5 Take Bus no. 4 or 9 back to DCU 

 

The Botanic Gardens are located 3.5km north from centre of Dublin, off Botanic Road. They 

were founded in 1795 by the Dublin Society and they have grown to hold 20,000 living plants 

and many millions of dried plant specimens. 

The original purpose of the Gardens was to promote a scientific approach to the study of 

agriculture. In its early years the Gardens demonstrated plants that were useful for animal and 

human food and medicine but it also grew plants that promoted an understanding of systematic 

botany or were simply beautiful or interesting in themselves.  

There are several architecturally notable greenhouses including the beautifully restored 

Curvilinear Range, Great Palm House, Alpine House, the Aquatic House, the Fern House and 

Cactus House.   

 

The Curvilinear Range 

The Curvilinear Range was completed in 1848 and was extended in the late 1860s. This 

structure has been restored and this work attracted awards for excellence in conservation 

architecture. It is built of iron and has a distinctive, curved roof. In the 1990s it was fully restored 

by the Office of Public Works, with particular care being taken to restore the building faithfully in 

all its facets.               

 

                                                                         

Botanic Gardens 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Dublin_Society
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The Great Palm House 

The Great Palm House is situated in the southern parts of the gardens, and is connected to the 

Cactus House on its west side, and the Orchid House on its east side. The main building 

measures 65 feet in height, 100 feet in length and 80 feet in width. The Palm House was 

originally built in 1862 to accommodate the Prior to its restoration a large number of panes of 

glass were breaking each year due to the corrosion and instability of the structure. The Palm 

House was reopened in 2004. 

The Alpine House 

A constantly changing display of Alpine plants provides interest throughout the years in the 

Alpine House and Alpine Yard. It is a garden specialising in the collection and cultivation 

of alpine plants growing naturally at high altitudes around the world, such as in the Caucasus, 

Pyrenees, Rocky Mountains, Alps, Himalayas and Andes. 

Other 

There is also a third range of glasshouses: the Aquatic House, the Fern House and the original 

Cactus House. Unfortunately, these structures were closed off in the early 2000s, and are 

currently undergoing restoration.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alpine_plant
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The aim of this tour is to introduce the National Botanic Gardens to the students as a place 

where leisure, recreation and education are all compatible for the enjoyment of their stay in 

Dublin.  

 Conservation: Within the living collections at the National Botanic Gardens there are 

over 300 endangered species from around the world and 6 species already extinct in the 

wild. These are a vital resource, like a Noah's Ark for the future. 

 Education is a fundamental role of the National Botanic Gardens: the aim is to increase 

public awareness of plants and their importance to people globally through the collections 

and several activities. 

  Science: staff at the Gardens are actively describing new species; increasing the 

knowledge of the Irish flora; conducting collecting expeditions and investigating the needs 

of the most threatened native species.  

 Reference: By holding a wide range of named and labelled collections and keeping an 

up-to-date catalogue of the collections, the collection provides a unique reference source 

for Irish Gardeners, Horticulturists and Botanists. 

 Demonstration: Cultivating a wide range of plants from the diverse climatic regions of 

the world, and displaying these under good horticultural practice allows the visitors to see 

what they too can achieve in their own gardens. 

     http://www.botanicgardens.ie/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.botanicgardens.ie/conserve/consnews.htm
http://www.botanicgardens.ie/educ/educhome.htm
http://www.botanicgardens.ie/herb/research/index.html
http://www.botanicgardens.ie/nbg/cat.htm


                            
 

27 
 

 

2pm Assemble at Meeting Point (outside DCU Restaurant) 

2:15pm Take Bus No. 4, 9, 11, 13 from Ballymun Road or Bus No. 44 from the Helix  

(Mon-Fri during term-time)  

2:45pm Arrive at College Green, Dame Street if on Bus No. 9, 13 or Nassau Street if on 

Bus No. 4, 11 

2:45pm-3:00pm 10’ walk to Merrion St Upper  

3:30pm-4:15 pm Natural History Museum 45’ Self-Guided Tour 

4:30pm Start walking back to College Green or Westmoreland Street 

5:00pm Take Bus No. 9, 13 from College Green, Dame Street or Bus No. 4, 9, 11, 13, 16 from 

Westmoreland Street/Fleet Street back to DCU 

 

The Natural History building was built in 1856 to house the Royal Dublin Society’s growing 

collections, which had expanded continually since the late 18th Century. 

The building is a ‘cabinet-style’ museum designed to showcase a wide-ranging and 

comprehensive zoological collection, and has changed little in over a century.  

Often described as a ‘museum of a museum’, its 10,000 exhibits provide a glimpse of the 

natural world that has delighted generations of visitors since the doors opened in 1857. 

The exhibitions have changed very little in over a century.  

  The ground floor is dedicated to Irish animals, featuring giant deer skeletons and a variety of 

mammals, birds and fish.  

  The upper floors of the building were laid out in the 19th Century in a scientific arrangement 

showing animals by taxonomic group and thus demonstrating the diversity of animal life in 

an evolutionary sequence. 

   At the Discovery Zone visitors can handle taxidermy and open drawers to see what is 

lurking inside. 

Natural History Museum / The Dead Zoo 
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   The Reading Area at first floor level is a great place to rest and settle down with a good 

book. 

 

 SOMETIMES THERE ARE WORKSHEETS FOR THE STUDENTS TO DO!  

 

   Exhibition List: 

 Irish Fauna 

 Mammals of the World 

 Steps in Evolution 

 Birds of a Feather 

 Mating Game  

 Crystal Jellies 

 Taxonomy Trail 

 Underwater Worlds 

 

http://www.museum.ie/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.museum.ie/
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2pm Assemble at Meeting Point (outside DCU Restaurant) 

2:15pm Take Bus No.9 or Bus No. 13 from Ballymun Road  

2:45pm Arrive at Aungier Street if on Bus. 9, College Green or Lord Edward 

St./Christchurch if on Bus 13 

2:45pm-3:10pm 15’ walk to St. Patrick’s Cathedral 

3:15pm– 5:00pm St. Patrick’s Cathedral and Park self-guided tour 

5:00pm Start walking back to Aungier Street, College Green or Lord Edward 

St./Christchurch 

5:30pm Take Bus No. 9 from Aungier Street or Bus No. 13 from College Green or 

Lord Edward St./Christchurch back to DCU 

 

Built in honour of Ireland’s Patron Saint, St. Patrick’s Cathedral stands adjacent to the famous 

well where tradition has it St. Patrick baptised converts on his visit to Dublin. The first record of 

there being a building was in 890 when Gregory, King of Scotland, visited a church. The parish 

church was granted collegiate status in 1191, and raised to cathedral status in 1224. The 

present building dates from 1220.  

Very little information exists which provide definite details about St. Patrick’s life. He is said to 

have passed through Dublin in the 5th century. According to legend he used a well somewhere 

in the vicinity (of what is now St. Patrick’s Cathedral) to baptise new converts to Christianity. In 

1901 building works beside the Cathedral unearthed six Celtic grave slabs. These were 

subsequently dated to the 10th century. One of these large stones was covering the remains of 

(what looked like) an ancient well and its possible that this was the same well which Saint 

Patrick used in the 5th century. The presence of these stones also proves that the site has been 

used for at least 1000 years. 

Over the years the cathedral has become home to a variety of sculptures, statues and windows 

which are all themed around the life of Saint Patrick. The traditional image of the saint, which 

has emerged over time, is of an old man wearing a mitre and holding a crozier. 

 

http://www.stpatrickscathedral.ie/ 

St. Patricks’ Cathedral & Park 

 

http://www.stpatrickscathedral.ie/
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1:45pm Assemble at Meeting Point (outside DCU Restaurant) 

2:00pm Depart DCU on Bus No. 4, 9, 11, 13 from Ballymun Road or Bus No. 44 from 

the Helix (during term-time)  

2:30pm Arrive at D’Olier St. if on Bus 4, 11or College Green if on Bus No. 9, 13 

2:30pm-2:40pm Walk to Trinity College  

3:00pm-4:15pm 45’ Self-Guided Tour 

4:15pm Depart TCD from Nassau St. exit and turn right 

Head up Grafton street pointing out to students Dublins main shopping street 

4:30pm-5:30pm Start walking back to College Green or Westmoreland Street 

6:00pm Take Bus No. 9, 13 from College Green or Bus No. 4, 9, 11, 13, from 

Westmoreland Street back to DCU 

 

Trinity is at the nexus of tradition and innovation, offering undergraduate and postgraduate 

programmes across 24 schools and three faculties: arts, humanities, and social sciences; 

engineering, mathematics and science; and health sciences. Spread across 47 acres in Dublin's 

city centre, Trinity's 17,000-strong student body comes from all 32 counties of Ireland, and 16% 

of students come from outside the country. 

Trinity College Dublin was created by royal charter in 1592 by Queen Elizabeth I in part to 

consolidate the rule of the Tudor monarchy in Ireland, and it was seen as the university of 

the Protestant Ascendancy for much of its history. By the 1590s England had two long-

established universities, each with an expanding group of colleges, and Scotland four. The idea 

of a university college for Ireland emerged by a  group of citizens, lay and clerical, who were 

main promoters of the scheme and believed that the establishment of a university was an 

essential step in bringing Ireland into the mainstream of European learning and in strengthening 

the Protestant Reformation within the country. 

 

Trinity College &/ Stephen’s Green 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tudor_dynasty
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monarchy_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protestant_Ascendancy
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Inner Courtyard/Campanile 

After entering the inner courtyard of Trinity College through the main arch you will come across 

a wide-open space with an impressive campanile at its centre. The Campanile is a bell tower 

and one of the University’s most iconic landmarks. Built in 1853 it is the most recent bell tower 

in a long line dating back to the original tower of the monastery of All Hallows founded in 1166.  

TCD grounds 

Spend one hour around the grounds and park of the University. Noticeable Buildings: Museum 

Building, the Chapel, the Dining Hall, the Graduates’ Memorial Building, the Botany Bay with its 

numerous tennis courts, the red-brick Rubrics Building, the Reading Room, the Exam Hall, the 

Science Gallery, College Park and the Old Library. 

The Old Library/Book of Kells 

The Old Library built in a rather severe style between 1712 and 1732 is entitled, along with four 

libraries in Britain, to a free copy of every book published in the UK. Housing this bounty 

requires nearly another 1km of shelving every year and the collection amounts to around 4.5 

million books.  

Trinity's greatest treasures are kept in the Old Library's stunning 65m Long Room , which 

houses about 250,000 of the library's oldest volumes, including the Book of Kells, a 9th century 

gospel manuscript, famous throughout the world. Other displays include a rare copy of the 

Proclamation of the Irish Republic and the so-called harp of Brian Ború, but was not used by 

Brian Ború himself and which dates from around 1400, making it one of the oldest harps in 

Ireland. 

 

Depart TCD at 4:30pm and from Nassau St. and head up Grafton St., one of Dublin’s main 

shopping streets. 

 

https://www.tcd.ie/about/history/ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Priory_of_All_Hallows
https://www.tcd.ie/about/history/
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St. Stephen’s Green 

Arrive at St Stephen’s Green at 5pm and spend 1 hour walking around the garden. Upon 

completion of the tour head back down Grafton Street to College Green or Westomerland St. to 

catch the 4, 9, 11 or 13 bus back to DCU. 

 

Stephen's Green is a city centre public park in Dublin, Ireland and which officially opened to the 

public on Tuesday, 27 July 1880. The park is adjacent to one of Dublin's main shopping 

streets, Grafton Street, and to a shopping centre named for it. It is the largest of the parks in 

Dublin's main Georgian garden squares. Others include nearby Merrion Square and Fitzwilliam 

Square. 

Notable features include: 

 The Fusiliers' Arch at the Grafton Street corner which commemorates the Royal Dublin 

Fusiliers who   died in the Second Boer War. 

   A fountain representing the Three Fates inside the Leeson Street gate (1956). It was a 

gift from the German people in thanks for Irish help to refugee children following World 

War II. 

   The Yeats memorial garden with a sculpture by Henry Moore 

   A bust of James Joyce facing his former university at Newman House 

   A memorial to the Fenian leader Jeremiah O'Donovan Rossa near the Grafton Street 

entrance 

   A bronze statue at the Merrion Row corner of Theobald Wolfe Tone, the leader of 

the 1798 rebellion. 

   A memorial to the Great Famine of 1845–1850 by Edward Delaney 

 

https://www.tcd.ie/about/history/, 

http://www.lonelyplanet.com/ireland/dublin/sights/architecture/trinity-college 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Stephen's_Green 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_park
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grafton_Street,_Dublin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen%27s_Green_Shopping_Centre
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Garden_square
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Merrion_Square
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fusiliers%27_Arch
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Royal_Dublin_Fusiliers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Royal_Dublin_Fusiliers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Boer_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norns
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leeson_Street
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Butler_Yeats
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Moore
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Joyce
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fenian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeremiah_O%27Donovan_Rossa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theobald_Wolfe_Tone
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1798_rebellion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Great_Hunger
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Delaney
https://www.tcd.ie/about/history/
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/ireland/dublin/sights/architecture/trinity-college
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Stephen's_Green
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2pm Assemble at Meeting Point (outside DCU Restaurant) 

2:05pm Depart DCU - Take Bus No. 13 from Ballymun Rd. 

2:50pm Arrive at Lord Edward St./Christchurch Place 

2:50pm-3:00pm Walk to Dublinia Exhibition  

3:15pm-4:15 pm Dublinia Self-Guided Tour 

4:15pm Start walking back to Lord Edward St./Christchurch Place 

4:30pm Take Bus No. 13 back to DCU 

 

Dublinia is a heritage centre at the heart of Dublin’s Medieval Area. It is a historical recreation 

museum and visitor attraction focussing on the Viking and Medieval history of the city. There are 

three exhibitions in Dublinia where you will see Dublin city from a new perspective.  

Viking Dublin Exhibition 

Go back to Viking times in Dublin! Learn of their long and challenging voyages, their weaponry 

and the skills of being a Viking warrior. Try on Viking clothes, become a slave and stroll down a 

noisy street. Visit a smokey and cramped Viking house, learn the runic alphabet and hear Viking 

poetry and sagas. Enjoy the myths and learn of the mysteries surrounding the Vikings and their 

legacy. 

Medieval Dublin ExhibitionTravel back to medieval Dublin! Sounds and smells of this busy city 

are recreated. Learn of warfare, crime and punishment, death and disease. See the city as it 

would have looked then. Enjoy the spicy aromas; learn to play medieval games and so much 

more when you visit the medieval fair. Visit a rich merchant’s kitchen and walk along a bustling 

medieval street. 

 

 

Dublinia 
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History Hunters Exhibition 

Learn how archaeology works with history and science to piece together the jigsaws of our 

ancestor’s lives and lifestyles. See genuine Viking and Medieval artefacts including those of a 

medieval skeleton, found in Dublin. Visit the lab and learn how bugs and dirt can be the history 

hunter’s gold, finish the tour with the Time Detectives and test your new found knowledge. 

 

http://www.dublinia.ie/exhibitions/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dublinia.ie/exhibitions/
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2pm Assemble at Meeting Point (outside DCU Restaurant) 

2:05pm Depart DCU - Take Bus No. 13 from Ballymun Rd. 

2:45pm Arrive at Dame Street/Dublin Castle 

3:00 Assemble outside Dublin Castle 

3:15pm-4:15 pm Dublin Castle Self-Guided/Guided Tour 

4:15pm Start walking back to Dame Street 

4:30pm Take Bus No. 13 back to DCU 

Since its foundation in 1204, on the orders of King John of England and some time after 

the Norman invasion of Ireland in 1169, Dublin Castle has been at the heart of the history and 

evolution of the city.  The grounds of the site are free to explore, as is the Chapel Royal, the 

Chester Beatty Library, the Garda Museum and the Revenue Museum.  Access to the State 

Apartments is by guided tour only and tickets may be purchased from the Apartments in the 

Upper Castle Yard.  

The castle was until 1922 the seat of British rule in Ireland, and is now a major Irish government 

complex. Most of it dates from the 18th century. After the signing of the Anglo-Irish Treaty in 

December 1921, the complex was ceremonially handed over to the newly formed Provisional 

Government led by Michael Collins.  

 

The castle has undergone several construction alterations through its diverse history and many 

of its functions adapted and changed over the centuries. It mostly acted as the official residence 

of successive royal chief representatives and 30 years after Henry VIII brought Reformation to 

Ireland the Castle became the control centre for the vicious wars and religious persecution 

against the Irish Chieftains and the 'Old English' Catholics. By the end of Queen Elizabeth's 

reign, the whole  island of Ireland had been conquered and new English landholding, political 

and social structures imposed. 

Dublin Castle 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norman_invasion_of_Ireland
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The Castle had been neglected for nearly two hundred years and had become 'ruinous, foul, 

filthy and great decayed'. On 7th April 1684 a disastrous fire, burnt down most of the medieval 

construction, including the old Parliament House and so began the modern era in the Castle's 

history. 

 

Main Visitor Facilities: 

 The State Apartments and Medieval Undercroft  

 The Garda Museum 

 The Chester Beatty Library 

 The Revenue Museum 

 Gift shop & Restaurants 

 

http://www.dublincastle.ie/ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dublin_Castle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dublincastle.ie/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dublin_Castle
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1:40pm Assemble at Meeting Point (outside DCU Restaurant) 

1:45pm Depart DCU – head towards Collins Avenue 

1:45pm-2:15 Walk to Malahide Rd. (20’ approx.) 

2:30pm Take Bus No. 42 to Malahide Castle  

3:15pm Arrive at Malahide Castle and walk approx. 500 metres to Malahide Castle 

Visitor’s Centre 

3:30pm-

4:15pm 

Guided Tour to the castle 

4:30pm-

5:00pm 

Visit Malahide Castle Gardens 

5:30pm Take Bus No. 42 from Malahide Road back to DCU 

 

 

Malahide Castle and Gardens is one of the oldest castles in Ireland. This historic 12th century 

castle has been home to the Talbot family for over 800 years. Richard Talbot arrived in Ireland 

in 1174, and in 1185 he was granted the lands and harbour of Malahide by Henry II for his “war-

like” services in the Anglo-Norman conquest of Ireland. With the exception of a short time during 

the Cromwellian period the Talbot family resided in Malahide for the next eight centuries. Their 

first stronghold was possibly a motte and bailey castle before a stone castle was built on the 

current site. 

 

The Talbots leave an extraordinary legacy in Malahide and beyond. Among the family members 

were noted statesmen, churchmen and scholars. Thirty individual Talbots had their seat at 

Malahide, from the first Lord Richard Talbot to Lord Milo Talbot, the 7th Baron, who died 

in 1973. 

 

Malahide Castle 
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Little is known of the castle’s appearance or existence in Middle Ages. The earliest 

documentary reference to the castle is thought to be at the top of a patent bearing a sketch of 

the castle and dating back to 1486. 

Milo the 7th Lord Talbot de Malahide carried out some modernising alterations to the castle after 

his retirement from British Diplomatic Service. He also created the Talbot Botanic Garden after 

inheriting property in 1948. 

Main Visitor Facilities 

There are four main rooms that are open to the public – the Oak room, the Small and Great 

Drawing Rooms and the Great Hall.  

Oak Room 

The Oak Room is panelled in wood with large roof wooden roof beams. The carved panels set 

into the north wall depict scenes from the scriptures including Adam and Eve, the Temptation, 

the Expulsion, and the Sale of Joseph.  

Small and Great Drawing Rooms 

The Small and Great Drawing Rooms are recognised as one of the finest suites of mid Georgian 

rooms in Ireland. The smaller of the two rooms originally served as a Dining Room. The Large 

Drawing Room shows the transitional character of the mid Georgian decoration of these rooms - 

rococo to neoclassical.  

Great Hall 

This room was significantly refashioned around 1825 and most features date to this period, 

including the joinery and fireplaces. The minstrel’s gallery of 1825 is an unusual feature – the 

balusters are of a type popular in the Elizabethan period, while the frieze is made up of 

fragments of carvings of 16th or 17th century date. 

Visitors can purchase or collect pre-paid tickets from the Admission Desk in the Visitor Centre at 

the Courtyard before entering the Castle. 

http://www.malahidecastleandgardens.ie/ 

http://www.malahidecastleandgardens.ie/
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2pm Assemble at Meeting Point (outside DCU Restaurant) 

2:05pm Depart DCU – head towards Ballymun Rd. 

2:15pm Take Bus No. 13 to James Street/Watling Street  

3:00-3:15pm Walk to Collins Barracks 

3:30-4:30pm Self Guided Tour to the museum 

4:30pm Start walking back to James Street 

4:45pm Take Bus No. 13 back to DCU 

 

Built in 1701, Collins Barracks was the earliest public building in Ireland and acted originally as 

an army barracks.  Housing both British armed forces, and Irish army garrisons through three 

centuries, the barracks were the oldest continuously occupied example in the world. 

 

Further extended in the late 18th century and 19th century, the complex's main buildings are 

neo-classical in style. Since 1997 the barracks have been home to collections of the National 

Museum of Ireland (for Decorative Arts and History exhibits). 

In December 1988, the decision was taken at government level to close Collins Barracks as a 

military installation, and following consultation with a number of committees formed for the 

purpose, plans were made in September 1993 to develop the site as an extra venue for the 

National Museum of Ireland. The artefacts prepared for display were selected principally from 

the collections of the Art & Industry division. 

The old barracks, which had billets, stables, a riding school, drilling grounds and firing ranges, is 

currently being transformed sympathetically into galleries for exhibitions, reserve collections, 

conservation laboratories, libraries and offices.  

 

Collins Barracks 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_armed_forces
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_army
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Garrison
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neoclassical_architecture
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Museum_of_Ireland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Museum_of_Ireland
http://www.museum.ie/en/list/art-and-industry-collections.aspx
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The Decorative Arts collections reflect largely the trades, crafts and industries operating in 

Ireland over the past three centuries; and include material from other countries, which was 

acquired to introduce new ideas to an Irish audience. The fine and decorative objects in the 

collections largely reflect the lives of the more affluent members of Irish society particularly in 

the areas of glass, ceramics and silverware.  

The objects in the Historical collections are defined by their relevance to documenting the 

events and people from Ireland's complex and colourful history. Arms and militaria from several 

centuries of conflict will be augmented in exhibition terms through collaborative galleries in 

Collins Barracks to be developed with the Defence Forces. 

 

Permanent Exhibitions: 

 ASGARD 

 Reconstructed Rooms: Four centuries of Furnishings 

 Eileen Grey 

 The Way we Wore 

 Curator’s Choice 

 Out of storage 

 Irish Silver 

 Airgead, a thousand years of Irish coins and Currency 

 What’s in store? 

 The Easter Rising: Understanding 1916 

 A Dubliner’s Collection of Asian Art – The Albert Bender Exhibition 

 Irish Country Furniture 

 Soldiers and Chiefs 

Admission is free. 

http://www.museum.ie/ 

 

 

http://www.museum.ie/
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2pm Assemble at Meeting Point (outside DCU Restaurant) 

2:15pm Take Bus No. 4, 9, 11, 13 from Ballymun Road or Bus No. 44 from the Helix 

(during term-time)  

2:45pm Arrive at College Green, Dame Street if on Bus No. 9, 13 or Nassau Street if 

on Bus No. 4, 11 

2:45pm-3:00pm 10’ walk to Kildare St.  

3:30pm-4:15 pm Archaeology Museum 45’ Self-Guided Tour 

4:30pm Start walking back to College Green or Westmoreland Street 

5:00pm Take Bus No. 9, 13 from College Green, Dame Street or Bus No. 4, 9, 11, 

13, 16 from Westmoreland Street/Fleet Street back to DCU 

 

The National Museum of Ireland - Archaeology, Kildare Street, first opened its doors in 1890. 

The building is considered an architectural landmark. Neo-classical influences can be seen in 

the colonnaded entrance and the domed rotunda, which rises to a height of 20 metres and is 

modelled on the Pantheon in Rome. Within the rotunda, classical columns – made of marble 

quarried in Counties Cork, Kilkenny, Galway, Limerick and Armagh – mirror the entrance. 

 

The interior is richly decorated with motifs that recall the civilisations of ancient Greece and 

Rome. Splendid mosaic floors depict scenes from classical mythology, of which the zodiac 

design in the rotunda is especially popular with visitors. 

 

The museum exhibitions include the finest collection of prehistoric gold artefacts in Western 

Europe, outstanding examples of metalwork from the Celtic Iron Age and the Museum’s world-

renowned collection of medieval ecclesiastical objects and jewellery. The period covered by the 

exhibitions extends from the Mesolithic through to the end of the medieval period. 

 

Archaeology Museum 
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Based on core collections assembled in the late 18th and 19th Centuries by 

the Royal Dublin Society and the Royal Irish Academy, the archaeological collections have been 

added to considerably over the last 100 years and now number in excess of two million objects. 

 

 

The Irish Antiquities division’s holdings include small collections of Classical and Egyptian 

material from the ancient Mediterranean. There is a small, though diverse, and representative 

collection of around 1,000 Roman antiquities, covering all periods and from all parts of 

the empire. The Greek collection numbers around 600 objects, mainly vases, and there are 

around 400 Cypriot antiquities, mainly ceramic and glass objects from the excavation 

of cemeteries. The Egyptian collection of around 3,000 objects also consists mainly 

of excavated material.  

 

Permanent Exhibitions: 

 The Treasury 

 Ór-Ireland’s Gold 

 Prehistoric Ireland 

 Kingship and Sacrifice 

 Viking Ireland 

 Medieval Ireland 1150-1550 

 Ancient Egypt 

 Ceramics and Glass from ancient Cyprus 

 Life and Death in the Roman World 

 

Admission is free 

 

http://www.museum.ie/ 

 

 

http://www.museum.ie/en/collection/antiquities-classical-roman.aspx
http://www.museum.ie/en/collection/antiquities-classical-cypriot.aspx
http://www.museum.ie/en/collection/antiquities-egyptian.aspx
http://www.museum.ie/
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2pm Assemble at Meeting Point (outside DCU Restaurant) 

2:15pm Take Bus No. 4, 9, 11, 13 from Ballymun Road or Bus No. 44 from the Helix  

(during term-time)  

2:45pm Arrive at Parnell Square 

2:45pm-

3:00pm 

10’ walk to James Joyce Centre (35 North Great George’s St.) 

3:15pm-4:15 

pm 

James Joyce Centre 45’ Self-Guided/Guided Tour 

4:30pm Start walking back to Parnell Square 

4:45pm Take Bus No. 4, 9, 11 or 13 from Parnell Square back to DCU 

 

35 North Great George’s Street was built in 1784 for Valentine Brown, the Earl of Kenmare, who 

used it as his townhouse. In the eighteenth century this area of Dublin was very fashionable but 

it fell into decline in the 19th and early 20th centuries. By 1982 twelve houses on North Great 

George’s Street had been demolished by the City Council including the house next door. 

Though Joyce never lived in this house, he has a connection with it through Prof. Denis J. 

Maginni who ran a Dance Academy here. Maginni was a well-known and colourful character in 

Dublin and appears several times in James Joyce’s Ulysses.  

Number 35 was saved from demolition by Senator David Norris, a Joycean scholar who also 

lives on the street. With the help of many others and with funding from a variety of sources the 

building was renovated and the Centre opened in June 1996. 

 

Throughout the year, the Centre’s temporary and permanent exhibitions interpret and illuminate 

various aspects of Joyce’s life and work. 

James Joyce Centre 
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Based on contemporary accounts, the ‘Joyce Study’ gives an impression of the circumstances 

in which the Joyces lived while Joyce was working on Ulysses in Trieste, Zurich and Paris from 

1914 to 1922. 

Interactive computer installations allow visitors to explore the content of Ulysses episode by 

episode, and to explore Joyce’s biography year by year. 

Furniture from the apartment of Paul Léon, Joyce’s friend and advisor can be seen. In Léon’s 

apartment Joyce met with many friends and supporters and worked on translations of parts 

of Finnegans Wake. 

The Family Tree of Ulysses in Print provides information on the many editions of Ulysses from 

the first edition, published by Shakespeare & Company on 2 February 1922, to the editions 

available in bookstores today. 

A copy of Joyce’s death mask by sculptor Paul Speck is also on view. 

Three documentary films (each 10 – 12 minutes long) detail the controversy over Ulysses, the 

relationship between Joyce and the National Library of Ireland, and Joyce’s contemporary 

legacy. 

The original front-door from No. 7 Eccles Street (Leopold Bloom’s home in Ulysses) is on 

display in the yard at the back of the house. 

 

http://jamesjoyce.ie/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://jamesjoyce.ie/
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2:00pm Assemble at Meeting Point (outside DCU Restaurant) 

2:10pm Depart DCU and head towards Bus stop at Ballymun Road 

2:20pm Take Bus No. 4 or 9 to Nassau Street or Bus No. 11, 13 to College Green 

2:45pm Arrive at City Centre – start walking towards National Gallery 

3:15pm-4:30pm National Gallery of Ireland Self-Guided tour 

4:30pm Start walking back bus stop 

5:00pm Take bus 4 or 9 Westmoreland Street or Bus No. 11, 13 from College Green 

back to DCU  

 

The National Gallery of Ireland houses the Irish national collection of Irish and European art and 

it is located in the centre of Dublin. It was founded in 1854 and opened its doors ten years later. 

The Gallery has an extensive, representative collection of Irish painting and is also notable for 

its Italian Baroque and Dutch masters painting.  

In June 1852 William Dargan, the father of the Irish rail network, wished to imitate the great 

exhibition that had taken place at Crystal Palace in London the previous year.  After 

approaching the Royal Dublin Society (RDS) with this offer and just a year later, the 

exhibition was opened in an astonishing series of pavilions. The enthusiastic response of the 

visiting crowds demonstrated an active interest for art as well as the desire for the establishment 

of a permanent public collection.  

Following the success of the exhibition in 1853 and on Saturday, the 30th of January 1864, 

the National Gallery of Ireland officially opened to the public.  The collection comprised just one 

hundred and twelve pictures, including thirty-nine purchased in Rome in 1856 and thirty which 

were on loan from the National Gallery London and elsewhere. 

 

National Gallery 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baroque_painting#Italian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dutch_Golden_Age_painting
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Today the collection holds exhibits from several artistic fields, such as paintings and sculptures, 

drawings and prints, a portrait collection and a collection which comprises works and material 

relating to Jack W. Yeats  

 

http://www.nationalgallery.ie/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nationalgallery.ie/
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2pm Assemble at Meeting Point (outside DCU Restaurant) 

2:15pm Depart DCU - Take Bus No. 4 or 9 to Phibsborough Road then walk to 

Cabra Road and take Bus No. 38 to Ashtown Roundabout 

3:15pm Arrive at Ashtown Roundabout/Phoenix Park 

3:30pm-5:00 pm Phoenix Park & Ashtown Visitor Centre Self-Guided Tour 

5:00pm Start walking back to Ashtown Roundabout 

5:00pm Take Bus No. 38 back to Phibsborough and then  Bus No. 4 or 9 from 

Phibsborough Road back to DCU 

 

The Phoenix Park at 707 hectares (1752 acres) is a historic landscape of international 

importance and one of the largest designed landscapes in any European city.  It was originally 

established as a Royal deer park in the 17th century.  

 

Áras an Uachtaráin, the residence of the President of Ireland dates from 1750 and is located in 

the centre of the park adjacent to the United States Ambassador's residence, which was built in 

1774.  Many other historic buildings and monuments are located in the Park. 

 

Ornamental lakes, children's playground, picnic area and Victorian bedding schemes are just 

some of the attractions.   

 

Ashtown Demesne accessed off the Phoenix roundabout on Chesterfield Avenue, has 

numerous attractions for young and old alike.  Those include Ashtown Castle, a two and a half 

acre Victorian Kitchen Walled Garden (under restoration), Phoenix Park Visitor Centre and the 

Phoenix Café.    

 

Phoenix Park 
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The Victorian Tea Kiosk serves teas and lunches with an outdoor picnic area.  It is situated 

between the Band Hollow and Dublin Zoo, the latter being situated close to Parkgate Street 

entrance and was founded in 1830.   

 

http://www.phoenixpark.ie/visitorcentre/ 
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2pm Assemble at Meeting Point (outside DCU Restaurant) 

2:10pm Depart DCU - Take Bus No. 13 from Ballymun Rd. 

3:00pm Arrive at James Street, Watling Street/St. James’s Gate 

3:30pm-4:30 pm Guinness Storehouse Self-Guided Tour 

4:30pm Start walking back to James Street, Watling Street/St. James’s Gate 

5:00pm Take Bus No. 13 back to DCU 

 

This historical building is central to Dublin's and Ireland's heritage. The seven floors bring to life 

the heritage of GUINNESS®, telling the story from its origins at St. James's Gate in Dublin to its 

growth as a global brand, known all around the world. 

 

The visitor’s experience will start from the Atrium, which rises up through the centre of the seven 

storey building and will end back to the ground floor where he or she will find an emporium of 

treats, casual wear and memorabilia at the Guinness Store. 

 

Guinness stout is made from four natural ingredients - water, barley, hops and yeast. The 

Master Brewer usually guides the visitors step by step through the brewing process and helps 

them discover how the brewers combine these four ingredients using age old traditions and 

state of the art modern technology to craft the perfect pint of Guinness every time.  

 

The transportation methods used to take the Guinness beer from St James's Gate and beyond - 

including horses, trains, barges, ships and road transport, is a subject of discussion in the 

Storehouse as well. Today the beer is transported to over 150 countries worldwide. 

 

Guinness Storehouse 
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Arthur’s pub on the 5th floor is a space where the visitor can sit and relax before completing his 

or her journey on the 7th floor. One can enjoy spectacular views of the St. James's Gate 

Brewery as it goes about its daily task of brewing millions of glasses of Guinness beer. 

 

Once on the 7th floor you have reached Gravity Bar. The visitor is invited to sit, relax and enjoy a 

pint of Guinness (NOT THE KIDS, NOT YOU, AND NOT THE GROUP LEADERS) while taking 

in the panoramic 360° views of Dublin city and beyond. It is our policy not to drink, but if this 

proves impossible, just stop them getting hammered. Don’t linger too long if it’s looking like 

there may be an issue with the drinking. 

http://www.guinness-storehouse.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.guinness-storehouse.com/
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9:15am Assemble at Meeting Point (behind DCU Restaurant) 

9:30pm Depart DCU on private coach  

11:30 Arrival at Kilkenny City 

12:00pm Visit Kilkenny Castle 

13:00pm Visit Kilkenny City 

4pm Depart Kilkenny  

5:45pm Arrive back in Dublin 

 

 

Kilkenny City is located in the south east part of Ireland and about 130km south of Dublin. It is a 

popular tourist destination and in 2009 celebrated its 400th year since the granting of city status 

in 1609. Kilkenny’s heritage is evident in the city and environs including the historic buildings 

such as Kilkenny Castle, St. Canice’s Cathedral and round tower, Black Abbey and St. Francis 

Abbey. The city is regarded for its culture with crafts and design workshops, the Watergate 

Theatre, public gardens and museums but also its Hurling’s team popularity. 

 

Kilkenny castle stands on a strategic height that commands a crossing on the River Nore and 

dominates the 'High Town' of Kilkenny City. Over the eight centuries of its existence, many 

additions and alterations have been made to the fabric of the building, making Kilkenny Castle 

today a complex structure of various architectural styles. 

The original Anglo-Norman stone castle was built during the first decade of the thirteenth 

century. Kilkenny Castle became the principal Irish residence of the powerful Butler family for 

almost 600 years. The Butler ownership began when the family purchased the castle in c.1391, 

Kilkenny Castle & Village 
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and lasted until 1967 when the then current owner presented it to the people of Kilkenny in 

return for a token payment of £50. 

The rest of the 20th century saw a large amount of restoration and maintenance take place, as 

well as the castle being opened to visitors. The Butler Gallery, in the castle basement, holds 

rotating exhibitions put on by the Kilkenny Art Gallery Society. 

There are ornamental gardens on the city side of the castle, and extensive land and gardens to 

the front. It has become one of the most visited tourist sites in Ireland. Now a property in state 

care, part of the National Art Gallery is on display in the castle. 

 

http://www.heritageireland.ie/en/kilkennycastle/ 

http://www.collinsdaytours.com/kilkenny.asp 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kilkenny 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kilkenny_Castle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Butler_Gallery
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Kilkenny_Art_Gallery_Society&action=edit&redlink=1
http://www.heritageireland.ie/en/kilkennycastle/
http://www.collinsdaytours.com/kilkenny.asp
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kilkenny
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kilkenny_Castle
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9:15am Assemble at Meeting Point (behind DCU Restaurant) 

9:30pm Depart DCU on private coach  

11:00pm Arrival at Glendalough Monastic Settlement 

13:00pm Lunch 

14:00pm Depart Glendalough 

15:30pm Arrival at DCU 

 

Glendalough is a glacial valley in County Wicklow, Ireland. The two lakes, which give the city its 

name, came into existence thousands of years ago after the Ice Age, when great deposits of 

earth and stone were strewn across the valley. The site is renowned for its Early 

Medieval monastic settlement founded in the 6th century by St Kevin, a hermit priest, and partly 

destroyed in 1398 by English troops.  

 

The ‘City’ consists of a number of monastic remains, and the most impressive being the Round 

Tower which stands 30m high.  

 

St Kevin’s Church is commonly known as St Kevin’s Kitchen. This is a barrel-vaulted oratory 

with a steeply pitched roof and a round tower belfry (12th C).  

 

If not for the arrival of St. Kevin this place would have been desolate and remote. Kevin died in 

the age of 120 years and his name and his life’s work is forever entwined with the ruins and the 

Glendalough Valley. 

 

Glendalough 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glacial_valley
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/County_Wicklow
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_Ireland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_Middle_Ages
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_Middle_Ages
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kevin_of_Glendalough
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hermit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Priest
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1398_in_Ireland
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The present remains in Glendalough tell only a small part of its story. The monastery in its 

heyday included workshops, areas for manuscript writing and copying, guest houses, an 

infirmary, farm buildings and dwellings for both the monks and a large lay population. 

  

http://www.heritageireland.ie/en/midlandseastcoast/GlendaloughVisitorCentre/ 

http://www.glendalough.ie/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manuscript
http://www.heritageireland.ie/en/midlandseastcoast/GlendaloughVisitorCentre/
http://www.glendalough.ie/
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9:15am Assemble at Meeting Point (behind DCU Restaurant) 

9:30pm Depart DCU on private coach  

1:30pm Arrival at Cliffs of Moher 

2:00pm Lunch near the Cliffs 

16:00pm Depart Cliffs of Moher/Galway Bay Route 

19:30pm Arrival at DCU 

 

 

The Cliffs of Moher in County Clare are Ireland’s most visited natural attraction. They stretch for 

8km (5miles), along the Atlantic coast of County Clare in the west of Ireland and reach 214m 

(702 feet) at their highest point at Knockardakin just north of O’Brien’s Tower.  

At the southern end of the Cliffs of Moher stands Hags Head, a natural rocky promontory that 

resembles a seated woman when viewed from the north. The cliffs take their name from an old 

fort called Moher that once stood on Hag's Head. The fort still stood in 1780 and was 

demolished in 1808 to provide material for a new telegraph tower. The present tower was built 

as a lookout tower during the Napoleonic wars.  

Being almost vertical, their sheer drop into the heaving Atlantic Ocean is a haven for sea birds. 

One can see the Arran Islands, Galway Bay, as well as The Twelve Pins and the Maum Turk 

Mountains to the north of Connemara and Loop Head to the South, the top is never tiresome. 

 

http://www.cliffs-moher.com/about.php 

http://www.heritageisland.com/ 

http://www.cliffsofmoher.ie/ 

Cliffs of Moher 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moher_Tower
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hag%27s_Head
http://www.cliffs-moher.com/about.php
http://www.heritageisland.com/
http://www.cliffsofmoher.ie/
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9:15pm Assemble at Meeting Point (behind DCU Restaurant) 

9:30pm Depart DCU on private coach 

12:30pm Arrive at Galway 

1:00pm Lunch 

1:30pm-4:00pm Walk around the city 

4:00pm Depart Galway 

6:30pm Arrival at DCU 

 

 

The city takes its name from the river Gaillimh (River Corrib), which means "stony" as in "stony 

river".  

 

Arty, bohemian Galway is renowned for its pleasures. Brightly painted pubs heave with live 

music, while cafes offer front-row seats for observing street performers, weekend parties run 

amuck and more. 

 

Steeped in history, the city nonetheless has a contemporary vibe. Students make up a quarter 

of its population, and remnants of the medieval town walls lie between shops selling Aran 

sweaters, handcrafted Claddagh rings and stacks of second-hand and new books. Bridges arch 

over the salmon-filled River Corrib, and a long promenade leads to the seaside suburb of 

Salthill, on Galway Bay, the source of the area's famous oysters. 

 

Galway Town 
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Galway is often referred to as the 'most Irish' of Ireland's cities; it's the only one where you're 

likely to hear Irish spoken in the streets, shops and pubs. Even as it careens into the modern 

age, it still respects the fabric of its past. 

 

http://www.lonelyplanet.com/ireland/county-galway/galway-city 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lonelyplanet.com/ireland/county-galway/galway-city
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9:15pm Assemble at Meeting Point (behind DCU Restaurant) 

9:30pm Depart DCU on private coach 

12:30pm Arrival at Giant’s Causeway 

1:00pm Lunch near the Causeway 

4:00pm Depart Giant’s Causeway 

7:00pm Arrival at DCU 

 

 

The Giant's Causeway is an area of about 40,000 interlocking basalt columns, the result of an 

ancient volcanic eruption. It is located in County Antrim on the northeast coast of Northern Ireland, 

about three miles (4.8 km) northeast of the town of Bushmills. 

 

The tops of the columns form stepping stones that lead from the cliff foot and disappear under 

the sea. Most of the columns are hexagonal, although there are also some with four, five, seven 

or eight sides. The tallest are about 12 metres high, and the solidified lava in the cliffs is 

28 metres thick in places. 

 

According to legend, the columns are the remains of a causeway built by a giant. The story 

goes that the Irish giant Fionn mac Cumhaill (Finn MacCool) was challenged to a fight by the 

Scottish giant Benandonner. Fionn accepted the challenge and built the causeway across 

the North Channel so that the two giants could meet. In one version of the story, Fionn defeats 

Benandonner. In another, Fionn hides from Benandonner when he realises that his foe is much 

bigger than he. Fionn's wife, Oonagh, disguises him as a baby and tucks him in a cradle. When 

Benandonner sees the size of the 'baby', he reckons that its father, Fionn, must be a giant 

among giants. He flees back to Scotland in fright, destroying the causeway behind him so that 

Fionn could not follow. Across the sea, there are identical basalt columns (a part of the same 

Giant’s Causeway 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columnar_basalt
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volcano
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/County_Antrim
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Ireland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bushmills
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hexagon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legend
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Causeway
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fionn_mac_Cumhaill
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Channel_(Great_Britain_and_Ireland)
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ancient lava flow) at Fingal's Cave on the Scottish isle of Staffa, and it is possible that the story 

was influenced by this.  

 

http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/giants-causeway/ 
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9:15am Assemble at Meeting Point (behind DCU Restaurant) 

9:30pm Depart DCU on private coach  

10:00-11:30pm Howth 

11:30 Depart Howth 

12:00pm-

1:00pm 

Dún Laoghaire 

1:00pm Depart Dún Laoghaire 

1:30pm-2:15pm Dalkey 

2:30pm Depart Dalkey 

3:00-4:30pm Bray & Greystones 

4:30pm Depart Greystones 

5:15pm Arrive at DCU 

  

The tour includes a visit to five of the most popular coast destinations near Dublin. Starting from 

the North Coast of Dublin, the private coach will make a first stop to the fishing village of Howth. 

Moving southwards you will meet and exploit the urban villages of Dún Laoghaire, Dalkey, Bray 

and Greystones.  

Each and every one of these busy seaside resorts is famous for their idyllic seascape and 

traditional food, mainly including fresh fish and mussels. From being founded as Viking 

settlements to become important ports in the Middle Ages and from that to thriving public 

markets and tourist attractions, these suburban districts act as weekend escape destinations to 

many Dubliners but also to visiting professionals and students.  

 

Dublin Bay 
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9:15pm Assemble at Meeting Point (behind DCU Restaurant) 

9:30pm Depart DCU on private coach 

10:15pm Arrival at Newgrange 

11:00pm Visit site 

1:00pm Lunch near the Boyne 

2:00 pm Depart Newgrange 

2:45pm Arrival at DCU 

 

 

Newgrange is the best known Irish passage tomb and dates back to the Neolithic period around 

3200 BC making it older than Stonehenge and the Egyptian Pyramids. The large mound is 

approximately 80m in diameter and is surrounded at its base by a kerb of 97 stones. The most 

impressive of these stones is the highly decorated Entrance Stone. 

There is no agreement about what the site was used for, but it has been speculated that it had 

religious significance – it is aligned with the rising sun and its light floods the chamber on the 

winter solstice.  

Above the entrance to the passage at Newgrange there is an opening called a roof-box. Its 

purpose is to allow sunlight to penetrate the chamber on the shortest days of the year. At dawn, 

from December 19th to 23rd, a narrow beam of light penetrates the roof-box and reaches the 

floor of the chamber, gradually extending to the rear of the chamber. As the sun rises higher, 

the beam widens within the chamber so that the whole room becomes illuminated. This event 

lasts for 17 minutes, beginning around 9am. 

 

Newgrange 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winter_solstice
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A circle of standing stones also surrounds Newgrange. Its purpose is unclear, although recent 

research indicates that it could have had an astronomical function.  

 

 

 

 

Visitor Centre 

The Visitor Centre is situated on the south side of the River Boyne overlooking the core of the 

World Heritage Site. It opened in 1997. The Centre contains exhibitions that describe the 

society that created the Neolithic tombs, their homes, dress, food, tools and weapons. Great 

emphasis is placed throughout the Exhibition on the building of the monuments; why they were 

built: how they were used; where the building stones were found and how these were moved to 

the site. The audio–visual show deals primarily with the solar alignments in the Boyne Valley.  

 

http://www.newgrange.com/ 
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