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___________________________________ 

Rotaract Club of the Jacksonville Beaches 
“Beaches Rotaract” 

2015-2016 New Member Fireside Chat  
Agenda 

 
 Why we conduct fireside chats? So that every new member receives the same information 
 Fees: are charged to cover club pin, certificate, handbook, tee shirt, and other fees related to the club   
 Attendance Requirements: 66%, (two meetings and one service project/event per month) 
 What is Rotaract? Rotaract is an international program of Rotary International for young adults.  
 The purpose of Rotaract is to provide an opportunity for young adults to enhance their knowledge and skills that 
will assist them in personal development, to address the physical and social needs of their communities, and to promote 
better relations between all people worldwide through a framework of friendship and service. Goals of Rotaract are: 
learning leadership skills, gaining professional development, and participation in service projects.                 
 A Rotaract club can only exist if it is sponsored by a local Rotary club. There are two kinds of Rotaract Clubs: 
university based and a community based. Our club is community based. Rotaract is governed by a Constitution and 
Bylaws (policies and procedures) as per Rotary International. All Rotaract clubs worldwide function under these 
documents. The Ponte Vedra Beach Rotary club is our sponsoring club. There are more than 100 business and 
community leaders in our sponsoring club.  There are 10 Rotaract club in our district, which spans all of NE Florida, 
Gainesville, Deland, Daytona, etc. There are 62 Rotary clubs in our Rotary District. 
 What is Rotary and how did it begin?  Rotary International (RI) is an international service organization whose 
stated purpose is to bring together business and professional leaders in order to provide humanitarian services, 
encourage high ethical standards in all vocations, and help build goodwill and peace in the world. In 1905, Paul Harris, a 
young attorney started Rotary with three other businessmen. Women were admitted to Rotary in 1989 after a class 
action lawsuit by a Rotary club in California that was heard by the US Supreme Court. There are 1.2 Million Rotarians 
worldwide in 163 countries.  
 Our Rotaract club has a website www.beachesrotaract.org  where information is posted. Newsletters are sent at least 

twice monthly.  We also have a Facebook page under “Beaches Rotaract”. 
 Meetings are the FIRST and the THIRD Thursday of the month, with community service projects and events, 

networkers and other activities.  
 Committees – please indicate the committee(s) you are interested in getting involved with: 
 

o Club Service o Community 
Service 

o International 
Service 

o Professional 
Development 

o Finance 

                  
Questions? Comments?   
 
To learn more about Rotary and Rotaract visit: www.rotary.org.  Next Steps….to confirm your understanding of being a 
member of the Beaches Rotaract, we ask to you sign this form if you agree with the following statement: 
 
A fireside chat (Rotaract Orientation) has been conducted with me. I understand that it is my responsibility to know the 
Rotaract Bylaws and Constitution that govern the Beaches Rotaract club; and I understand that my membership is 
contingent upon membership responsibilities- including attendance at meetings, community service projects and paying 
my membership fees. I understand that my membership in this Rotaract club allows me to be a part of Rotary 
International which is a privilege; and I will conduct myself in a way that brings honor to the entire organization. I will 
actively participate in the Beach Rotaract Club and contribute to its growth. 
 
_________________________________________________________________                       ______________________________________ 
Signature of Member                                                                                             Date 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
Signature of Rotaract Officer or Director 

http://www.beachesrotaract.org/
http://www.rotary.org/

