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THE SERVANT OF GOD

ARCHBISHOP FULTON JOHN SHEEN

1895-1979

ARCHBISHOP FULTON J. SHEEN WAS BORN IN THIS
HARDWARE STORE OWNED BY HIS PARENTS NEWTON
SHEEN AND DELTA FULTON, IN EL PASO . NLLINOIS. ON

MAY B, 1895

HE WAS BAPTIZED PETER TOMN. ON may
12, AT ST MARY'S CHURCH IN EL PASD. AS
A BOY HE BECAME KNOWIN AS FULTON HIS

MOTHER'S MAIDEN NAME

AT HES BAPTISM HIS MOTHER CONSECRATED
HIM TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY. BISHOP

SHEEN LATER SAID THAT HE FELT HER
CLOSENESS TO HIM ALL THROUGH M1IS LIFE.
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OUT OF BUSINESS, THE SHEEN FAMILY
HAD TC MOVE TO THEIR FARM IN THE

p— P

(I HOPE YOU WILL LIKE |

LIVING ON THE FARM,

ONE DAY A BOY WHO WORKED IN THE
STORE CARELESSLY THREW A LIT
CIGARETTE ON A CAN OF SASOLINE.
THIS CAUSED A FIRE THAT DESTROYED
THE STORE,

WHEN YOUNS FULTON AND HIS ONCE WHILE SERVING MASS A& AN ALTAR BOY
THREE SROTHERS REACHED SCHOOL FOR PEORIA'S BISHOP SPALDING, YOUNS FULTON
AGE, THEIR PARENTS MOVED TO DROPPED 4 WINE CRUET ON THE MARBLE FLOOR
NEARBY PEORTA SO THAT THE BOYS — - o
COULD SET A 600D EDUCATION. 8)

—

BUT AFTER MASS, THE BISHOP SALD.

7 YOUNS MAN, 6C HOME AND )
<( TELL YOUR PARENTS THAT
SORMEDAY YOU WILL 50 TO THE
UNIVERSITY GF LOU/NMADN TN
BELSGTUM, a5 I 01D, AND YOU
WILL BE A BISHOP A4S T AM )

SHEEN LATER DID 50 TO STUDY AT THE
LOUVAIN AND DID SECOME A BISHOP




DURING THE SUMMERS, FULTON AND HIS BROTHERS WERE SENT TO
WORK ON THE FARM,
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o IT 15 BEAUTIFUL TO SEE 60R'S
HAND IN THE EARTH ANO
THINES GROWING BUT T KNOW
L WANT TO BE A PRIEST MORE
THAN A FARMER

YOUNE FULTON'S FAME AS A STUDENT SHEEN SRADUATED AS VALEDICTORIAN FROM
PROMPTED A FARMER FRIEND TO SAY SPALDING HIGH SCHOOL IN PEORIA ME THEN
TO HIS DAD. . — _ o WENT ON T0 ST VIATOR COLLEGE IN MIS
[ NEWT THAT OLDEST aov of | | SENIOR YEAR HE TOOK PART IN A NATIONAL
| - COMPETITION AND WON A THREE YEAR

Of YOS WIll MEVER BE

WORTH A DANG HES ALWAYS POSTERADUATE SCHOLARSHIP

60T HIS NOSE IN A BOOK!

HE COMNSULTED HIS DEAR FRIEND.
FR WILLIAM J S8ERSAN

= 7 TC HIS SURPRISE

WHICH UNIVERSITY SHOULD | —

1 60 TO, FATHER? TEAR IT UP AND &0 TO ™
S | THE SEMINARY YU

ENOW YOU HAVE A
VOCATION YO CAN
| BET THAT EDUCATION

\. LATER, -/

YOUNE FULTON ASREED AND
PROMPTLY TORE IT WP




ON SATURDAY, SEFTEMBER 20,
EOMUND DUNNE, THEN BISHOP OF PEORIA 1919 HE WAS DRGAINED A
SENT A JUBILANT FULTON J SHEEN TO 5T PAUL'S PRIEST IN THE CATHEDBRAL OF
SEMINARY IN ST Paul, MINNESOTA. PECHRT A

SHEEN'S PARENTS HAD NEVER SALD
A WORD TO HIM ABOUT SECOMING
A PRIEST ., ON THE DAY HE WENT TO
THE SEMIMNARY THEY SAID

WE ALWAYS PRAYED THAT
YOU MIEGHT BECOME A
PRIEST: IF IT IS YOUR
VOCATION, BE A 600D ONEI

-

OR THE NORTHEAST CORNER IN FRONT OF THE BEAUTIFUL CATHEDRAL

OF PEORIA 1S5 A MONUMENT DEDICATED TC THE G-REAT JESUTT MISSTONARY
AND EXPLORER: PERE JACWES MARQUETTE IN IT5 OWN WAY ITT FORETELLS
ABCHBYSHC® SREEN'S MISSTONARY ZEaL MARQUETTE WRITES “WE PASSED
THROIgH THE ILINOIS OF PEOYAREA (PEORIA) AND DURING THREE DAYS |
PREACHED THE FATTH IN ALL THE (INOIANS) CARDMNG WHILE WE WERE
EMBARKING A DYING CHILD WAS SROUSHT TO ME AT THE WATER'S EDGE
AND © BAPTIZEQ IT BEFORE IT OUED " JUNE LT 1873




ON THE DAY OF HIS GRDINATION YOUNS
FR. SHMEEN BADE TWO FROMISES: T YO
OFFER MASS EVERY SATURDAY TO THE
BLESSED VIRSIN MARY FOR HER
PROTECTION AS A PRIEST. AND 2. TO
MAKE A HOLY HOUR EVERY DAY IN THE
PRESENCE OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

HE KEPT THOSE PROMISES ALL OF HIS LIFE,
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OROAINED & PRIEST SHEFN WAS SENT
ON TQ STUDY AT NATIONAL AND
EUROPEAN UNIVERSITIES HE QUICKLY
BECAME A RENOWNMNED THEOLOEGIAN ANMND
WOMN MANY PRIZES AND DISTINCTIONS

: UPON COMPLETION OF MIS STUDIES IN EURCPE,

k FATHER SHEEN RECEIVED TWG INVITATIONS TO
TEACH, EITHER MILOSOPHY AT OXFOAD IN ENSLAND

| OR THEOLOSGY AT COLUMBIA TAI NEW YORK HE SENT

THE LETTERS BACK TO HIS BISHOP IN PEORIA

TO MIS SURPRISE THE BISHOP WROTE BACK:

——

v ool ™~
| NEITHER ONE CZOME HOME|
I AM ASSIENING YOU TO

ST, PATRICK'S FARISH IN
PEORIAI .

5T PATRICK'S WAS A POOR PARISH
BUT SHEEN SPARKED A RENEWAL
AMONE THE PARISHIONERS WITH

HIS SERMONS AND HARD WORK .




BT AFTER A YEAR, SHEEN RECEIVED A
SUMMONS FROM THE BISHOP

I AM SENDING YOU TO
TEACH AT CATHOLIC
wm om YOU WAIT | UNIVERSITY IN WAsmTON
UNTIL NOW TO SEND -
ME TOD TEACH?

BECAUSE OF ALL THE
SUCCESS YOU HAVE

HAD IN YOUR STUDIES,

I WANTED TO SEE TF YOU
wOULD BE OBEDIENT.

60 NOW. YOU HAVE MY

FR SHEEN LOVED TEACHING, ESPECIALLY
SEﬂAINM[IANS IHE WANTED TO MAKE
OME THING CLEAR WITH FIUTURE PRIESTS

UNLIKE ANYONE ELSE, OUR
LORD CAME ON EARTH NOT
TO LIVE, BUT TO DIE. WE
PRIESTS ARE VICTIMS WITH

IS5 6000, THE SEMINARIANS
hEED TC 6ET STEO!NB SPIRITUALLY,
| PSYCHOLOGICALLY, INTELLECTUALLY

" AND PHYSICALLY., AS PRIESTS, THEY
WIi-L BE TESTED IN EVERY WAV




SHEEN WAS ALWAYS ON THE 60 ME NOT ONLY TAUGHT AT CATHOLIC
UNIVERSITIES, BUT SEQULAR ONES TOO. HE TRAVELED ACROSS THE
COUNTRY PREACHING PARISH AND PRISON RETREATS INSTRUCTING

CONVERTS AND EVEN DID STREET PREACHMING, HE WAS 50 BUSY.
MANY FRIENDS AND CO-WORKERS PREDICTED AN EARLY DEATH,

r“/ THIS IS THE AGE OF‘\

AS PRIEST ANMD LATER BISHOP, SOCIAL JUSTICE. WE
SHEEN PREPARED EVERYTHING TEACHERS HAVE THE
ME DIl WITH GREAT DEVOTION, MORAL DUTY TO SIVE
OUR STUDENTS A JUST
RETURN FOR THEIR

. TUITION. -




SHEEN'S FAME ARND INFLUENCE AS A PREACHER
WETTER AND TEACKER OF YHE FAITH SREW
RAPIDLY ME WAS A PLONEER [N RADIO AND
TELEVISION FROM THE BESINMNNINEG »E
UNDERSTOOD THE POSSIBILITIES OF MASS
COMMUNICATIONS h 1926 HE BEGAN H15
FIRST RADIO PROGRAM EROM 8T FPAUL'S CHURCH
I NEW YORK CITY HE LATED WENT NATION.
WIDE WITH HIS WEEXLY, "CATHOLIC HOUR ~ THIS
PROGRAM WENT FROM 1930 UNTIL 1952 AnMD

MAD A LISTENING AUDIENCE OF FOUR MILLICN

PEOPLE

IN 1950 THE BISHOPS OF THE UNITEDR STATES INVITED SHEEN TO BF THE
NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF THME SQCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE FATTH HE HELD
THIS POSITION UNTIL 1966 HIS POPULARITY HMELPED HIM SALSE HUGE AMOUNTS

OF MONEY. INCLUDING HIS OWN TV SAILARY, FOR THE MISSIONS

WOW NOW [ S0 FROM THE
OLASSROOM TO TwE WORLL |
[ WaNT TO 8 wiTio THE
=~ MISSIONERS IN WEIR wORE
- OF PROMOTING THIE SPIRITUAL
AND MATERTAL WELL. BEIMGS
GOF THE PEiLk '
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IN 1951 MSESSR SHEEN WAL QRDAINED a BISH® I ROME J4E RETURED
TONEW YORE TO SERVE AS AN AUXILYARY TO CARDINAL SPELLMAN, THE
ARCHBISHOP OF NEW YORK EMNOWING SHEEN'S FOPULARITY HE SUBSSESTED
HE TRY A NEW APPROACH TO EVANMBELIZATION TELEVISION BRISHOP
SHEEN THUS BEEAN HIS WEEELY TV S=HOW "LIE 15 WORTH LIVING ~ THE
SHOW WAS SCHEQULED FOR TUESDAY NIGHTS AT B OO P M HE WAS COM-
PETING AGATNST MEDLA GIANYS JMILTON BERLE AND FRANK SINATRA O
THE OTHER MAJOR CHANNELS. HE WAS NOT BEXPECTED 7O DO WELL
SURERISINGLY HE OID VERY WELL AN ESTIMATED 30 MILLTON FEOPLE
WATCHED THE SHOW REGULARLY AND HE EARNED AN EMMY AWARD

FOR ITS EXCELLENCE. THE STIFF COMPETITION CAUSED BERLE YO JOXE

N — O o

WHEN SHEEN RECEIVED THE £EMMY, HE JOXED.

E W USEE: OLE meignio., Too./l "I FEEL IT IS TIME I PAY )
TRIBUTE TO MY FOUR
WRITERS-MATTHEW . MARK.




BISHOP SHEEN'S PROGRAMS
TOUCHED ON THE REAL
PROBLEMS PEOPLE WERE
FACING: COMMUNISM AT
THE TIME, WAS A GROWING
THREAT, SHEEN SAID_

TE UMDERSTAND COMMUNISM.

T HAVE READ MARX LENIN

AND STALTN, BASICALLY THEY \
HOLD THAT RELISION AND PRIVATE

PFROPERTY MUST BE DESTROYED

NEVERTHELESS, HE SAW THE
CONFUSION THAT BATTLING
LONMMUNISM OFTEMN CAUSED.
HE WAS ASAINST THE WAR
IN VIETMAM, TN LATIN
AMERICA, HE SAW WHAT
COULD HAPPEM WHEN THE
LABEL, "COMMUNIST.” WAS
FALSELY USED.

(/ 1 GAVE A SERIES OF SROADCASTE
IN RIO IN THE PRESENZE GF THaAT
APOSTLE TO THE POGOR HELDEW
CAMARA AS T LOOK BACK O THaT
NOW I WISH I hal SaTh NOTHING
ABOUT L20MMUNISM, FOR SUCH

| STATEMENTS SEEMEDS TO ZOMFORT
THE LANDOWNERS WHO WERE
ALREADY OFRESSING THEE POOR,




BESHOP SHEEN MAD THE SREAT ABILITY

TO SIMPLIFY BEEP TEACHINGS 50 THAT
FEOPLE WHO HAD RECEIVED LITTLE FORMAL
EDUCATION €OULD UNDERSTAND.

ALONS WITH TV, RADIO AND OTHER COMMITMENTS
BISHOP SHEEN WROTE MORE THAN SEVENTY BOQKS
ANMD COUNTLESS ARTICLES AND PAMPHLETS,

NOW THAT YO ARE 6ETTING
Vo SuE e WARRIED, HMONEY, L WANT TO
s Sl S T EIVE YOU A BOQYK BY BISHOP
i FULTON SHEEM THAT HELPED

(- ME TG BE A BETTER MOM AND
WIFE IT IS CALLED, “THREE

TOEET MARKIED -

I LIKE THAT BISHOP. HE
TELLS IT LIKE IT IS




LORD, XEEP ME STROME FHYSLCALLY AND ALERT
MENTALLY SG THAT | CAN PREACH YOUR SOSFEL
AND PROCLATM YOUR CRASS AND RESURRECTION
I Al SO HAPPY DOING THLS THAT WHEN § COME
TOYOU 600 LORD [N HEAVEN, L WILL TAKE A
FEW DAYS REST AND THEN ASY You TO COME

BACK TO EARTH AGATN ANG DO SOME MORE wike




AS SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION
OF THE FATITH DIRECTOR, RISHOP
SHEEN WAS AFFORDED THE
OPPORTUNITY TO VISTT MANY
COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD TO

SEE FIRST-HAND THE MISSIONARY
WORK OF THE CHURCH.

WHAT BEAUTIFUL CARE
YOU ARE GIVING THESE
ORPHAN CHILOREN K SISTERS.|

—

LN
MY HOW TMPRESSIVE THE !
WORX OF THESE CATECMISTS
) WHO OFTEN PUT THEIR OwWid
LIVES TN DANGER BY CRYING
QUT FOR JUSTISE FOR THE
. POOR AND OPPRESSED

IN SOUTH aFRICA DURING "APARTHEID™
TIMES, HE TOOK TEA WITH A LADY

IN THE 8HETTO HE WAS LATER TOLD
THAT [T WAS A 000 THING HE WAS
LEAVING THE COUNTRY THE NEXT DAY
BECAUSE QTHERWISE HE WOULD HAVE
BEEN FORCED TO LEAVE 8Y THE
GOVERNMENT




BISMHOP -SHEEN TELLS THE STORY OF
HOW HE ONCE VISITED A MISSION
WHERE THERE WERE 500 LEPERS HME
WAS TO SIVE EACH ONE OF THEM

A MIRACULOUS MEDAL WHEN THE
FIRST LEPER PUT OUT MIS HAND
YO RECEIVE THE MEDAL. THERE WAS
NGO HAND JUST & STUB STARTLED
SHEEN DROPPED THE MEDAL AND IT
FELL TO THE GROUND DISPLEASED
WITH HIMSELF BECAUSE OF THAT
HE GAVE THAT LEPER AND ALL THE
OTHERS THE MEDAL BY PRESSING IT
TNTO THETIR HAMNDS

WERE SROTHER. GOU |
" LOVES YOU VERY
M(LC-EI

BISHOP SHEEN ONCE WROTE AN ARTICLE ENTITLED, “AMERICA NEEDS
A SAINT ~ HE FELT THAT IT WAS TIME SOMEONE 208N IN TRE UNITED
STATES BE CANONIZED TO SHOW THAT THE CATHOLIC CHURCH TN AMERILA
HAD TRULV BECOIAE OF ABE HE PROPOSED MAQVKNOLL BISHOP FRAN!:IS .
FORD, WHO DIED A MARTYR IN CHINA FORD. THE SISHOP OF n(m‘ms CHINA,
MAD BEEM ARRESTED 8Y TME CHMINESE COMMUNISTS AND AFTER 4 YEAR OF
TORTURE IN PRISON. BIED IN HIS CELL ON FEB 21, 19%2

TODAY MANY NATIVE-BORN AMERICANS ARE CANDIDATES FOR
CANONIZATION BISHOP FULTON J SHEEN HIMSELF, IS ONE OF
THEM




IN 1986 POPE PAUL VI APPOINTED SKEEN
BLS.HOP oF R(‘;cue.s‘rm BY HE WAS HAPPY
WITH A NFW -FOUND CAAMRADEDJE AMONE
FELLOW FPRIESTS AND BISHOPS ME wWAS
SATISFIED TO ACCONMPLISH A NUMBER OF 600D
PROJECTS WITH THE POOR IN THE DIOCESE AND
HE WORKED HARD TO MEL? VEORLE UNDERSTAND
THE CHANSES COMING ABOUT FROM THE SECOND
VATICAN COUNCIL AT WHICH HE HAD BEEN A
PARTICIPANT

BECAUSE OF HIS MISSION EXPERIENCE HWE WAS
CHOSEN TO BE A MEMBER OF THE ¢COMMISSION
ON THE MISSIONS IN THE COUNCIL HE SHARED
FAR-SIGHTED IDEAS ON MISSION AND THE
IMPORTANCE OF THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN A
CHANGING WORLD

AT THE AGE OF 75 SHEEN RE'HRED AS mwm
OF RUCHESTER POPE PAUL VI WNAMED MIM

ARCHBISHOP IN HONOR OF HIS LIFE'S WORK I AM NOT RETIRING, ONLY RETREADING
,y ' NOW' T CAN BEVOTE MY FULL TIME
~

§ " ASATN TQ WRITING AND PREACHING

IN HIS LATER YEARS ARCMBISHOP SHEEN, SUFFERING SERIOUS
TLINESS, UNDERSTOOD MORE AND MORE, HLS OWN LIKENESS
TO THE SUFFERDJG CHRIST AS HE ONCE WROTE. "WAS NOT

CHRIST THE PRIEST A VICTIM?®




ON OCTOBER 3 1979 IN NEW YORKS ST PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL
SOPE JOHN PAUL 10 ASKED TO GREET ARCHBISHOP SHEEN WHC
WAS SEATED IN THE LADY CHAPEL IN THE BACY OF THE CATHEDRAL
H1S FAVOQITE PLACE TQ PRAY BROUGHT TO THE CENTER OF THE
SANCTIARY THE POPE EMBRACED THE ZLDERLY ARCHBISHMOP 4MND
SAVE A PERFECT SUMMARY OF HMIS LIFE AND WORK

) ARCHBISHOR SHEEN WAS
e MARY ALL OF WIS LUIFF MHE
MADE MANY VISTTS TO
LOURDES AND SaID THAY
THE ROSARY WAS, "THE
EREATEST PRAYER EVER
COMPOSED BY MaAN = HE
WAS ALWAYS CONFIDENT
THAT UPON ARRIVAL IN
HEAVEN AFTER HIS DEATH
JTESUS wOULD SAY TO HIM,
"I HEARD MY MOTHER

| "vOUr HAVE WRITTEN AND SPOKEN |
WELL OF THE LORD JESUS. YOU HAVE
BEEN A LOVAL SON OF THE CHURCHI = |




IN 2002, RECOGNIZING ARCHALSHOP SHEEN'S MID-WEST ROOTS,
BISHOP DANIEL JENKY,K C&C, OF THE DIOCESE OF PEORIA, IL,
OFFICTALLY OPENED THE CAUSE FOR SHEEN'S BEATIFICATION
AND CANGNIATION. WITNESS AND DOCUMENTATION TO

HIS LIFE AND SANGCTITY WERE SATHERED FROM AROUND THE
WORLD. IN FEBRUARY 2008, 22 VOLUMES OF TESTIMONY AND
EVIDENCE WERE SENT TO THE CONEGREGATION FOR THE CAUSES
OF THE SAINTS IN THE VATICAN, CONCLUDING THE DIOCESAN
PHASE OF THE BEATIFICATION PROCESS, THESE DOCUMENTS
JOIN THE TESTIMONY OF TWO ALLEGED MIRACLES ATTRIBUTED.
TO SHEEN'S INTERCESSION SENT TC THME VATICAN IN 2006.
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