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Jared Nicoll
Hutt News
Jared.nicoll@fairfaxmedia.co.nz

Dear Mr Nicoll
Request for information in relation to George Englebrecht

Thank you for your email of 13 July 2015 requesting the coroner’s files in relation to the
death of George Englebrecht on 5 July 1979 under the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA).

On 28 July 2015 the Ministry advised that the time to respond to your request was being
extended by 10 working days.

Following consultation with the New Zealand Police, a copy of the coronial file is released to
you under the OIA and the Coroners Act 2006. Some information has been withheld under
section 6(c) of the OIA as release of this information is likely to prejudice the maintenance of
the law, including the prevention, investigation, and detection of offences, and the right to a
fair trial.

If you are not satisfied with my response to your request, you have the right to make a
complaint to the Ombudsman under section 28(3) of the OIA. The Ombudsman may be

contacted by writing to the Office of the Ombudsman at PO Box 10152, Wellington 6143, by
phone to 0800 802 602 or by email to info@ombudsman.parliament.nz.

Yours sincerely

Ny

Heather Baggott
General Manager Special Jurisdictions

Ref: 53905



CORONER—7 , .
DEPOSITION OF WITNESSES AND FINDING OF CORONER

i.| UEST in respect of the death of __ Ernst George ENGLEBRECHT

The attached depositions: of Taken before At - Date
(Full names of w:'rrfe.s'ses) (Coroner or Justice of the Peace)
1. William Stewart ALEXANDER o Coroner Wellington 5.11.80
2. Colin Walter WILSON." Coroner Lower Hutt [6.11.80
3. Anthony Ronsley MOORE - Coroner Lower Hutt [6.11.80
4, ©Paul Robert NICKALLS / Coroner Wellington [9.7.79
)
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and written on pages of paper- numbered conaecutn‘fely from 1to were taken and sworn/

afigmed- before me or the above meéntioned persofis_ at)the. places and on the dates shown above. The evi-
dénce not taken before me has been: hdo;ted by me as evidence at the 1nquest The following persons
appeared or were rcpresented ﬁnc[ude names of Ca}wisel)
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\\ RN \‘ N U FINDING OF CORONER
I, Andrew DaV;Ld I"IcGP}E GOR Coroner at Wellington, hereby
certify that at a)l mqi‘.wst complcted on the_ 6th _day of November 1980 ,
. at the \K )\\ v Courthouse, Lower Hutt, having enquired when, where, and how

(building in which inquest completed)
Ernst George ENGLEBRECHT, late of 101 Victoria Street, Alicetown, Lower Hutt

( Name, address, occupation) : Hetired,
came to his#ker death I found:

That he died on 5.7.79 at 101 Victoria Street, Alicetown, Lower Hutt,
the cause of death being:
1. Multiple head injuries with cerebral contusions
2. Inhalation of blood from facial injuries
3. Shock and loss of blood from extensive facial injuries
4. Multiple rib fractures with laceration of lung,
guch injuries belng inflicted by some person or persons at present unknown

Dated this_g Wellington, this 6th day of ﬂgj{gmbez 19 80
- ¥ Cdroner !f

NOTE—This form together with the depositions and, where apphcab]e a certificate of registration of
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THTS DEPONENT BEING DULY SWORN SAITH woscesevsao
Ny full name is Paul Robert NICKALLY.

I am a Detective Senior Bergeant albtached Lo bthe Criminal

Investigatlion Branch at Wellington. S
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At approximately 5.20 pem. \Q\l Fr;rléy, 6 *Juiy 19;{5\),“1 identified

N7 .
a male body lying beside a hec‘l, 111 a, dgmllmg B\ou.go sltueted ab
101 Violoria Streel, ﬂlloemwn, Iﬁ\wor Hul:k \‘
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& l ]}%‘m lnov(l hl\e\d\eoeased for the last three years and
(J,‘ 16@, “san h;.ny a.live Lﬁ month ago, when he was walking along
Y ‘cﬂorm St}-e\alt

-~ \
" -“ \ \\.
b, \\

‘Taxny and sworn, tleu.,._,Z._.md ol
,«:u!(_, 1970' st~ ffuﬁﬂ.n-"? Pl
in hhq E{omm{on of Naw Zoaland, bnfm's

(\KS\\ mn,vt-r }A_A_,_j '/V%Z*";[

N é’menmw




£

Lol

THIS DEPONENT BEING DULY SWORN SAITH:

My full neme is Colin Walter WILSON,

T am a Detective Inspector in Charge of the Hutt Divislon C.I.B.

On Friday, 6 July 1979, I ‘took change of a homicide
investigation relating to the death qi’ Ef'nst Georgée ENGLEBRECHT,
whose death had occurred the previous day) 5 July'1979

Detective Senlor Sergeant, MDORD, the preVious\witness was
appointed Officer in Charge of the Scene and has given detailed

evidence relating to the ﬂqene examinatioﬂ“ﬁnd reconstruction,
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The invastigatiqn revealed bhat the‘deceaﬂed was born in
Germany in 1888 and amxgrated to\Nﬁw Zealand in 190k,
N )} 0 \
After thel Firat World Wa%‘haﬁbegan Market Gardening in the
Hutt Valley and événtuglly took up residence at 101 Victoria

Street,tﬂilcetown in 1950.\‘M
m ) oo

Following his wifqﬂs death in 1973, the deceased who was
BS\yearé old then)developed into & recluse and because of some
ccentricitieg became a very lonely man, -

Peqausawofpa frugal and thrifty background the deceased

N 7develope@ @ habit of hoarding large sums of money in his house
rgther‘than depositing the monies in Banks,
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In 1978, the deceased was the victim of a burglary and
robbery of his house; ‘the offenders; all of whom were arrested
and prosecuted, being motivated by the belief that a large sum of
money was in the deceased's house., ; 3
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In latter years, ‘the deceased de?eloped a daiiy h ﬁit of

walking the streets of Alicetown,. collecting bric a brac and
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odd items of interest, W en A \<r
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He was prone to converse wl%n stra gepgﬁand tell them
spontanenously of his finangial sequti%& and financlal habits,
N \‘ \
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He was a regular patran of a\nearﬁy Hotel which he
frequented in the- hob?\of oompihiénship.

Bnquirics~rqﬁealed that during the late afterncon of

Thursday, - 5 Jm,y '1979,(@3\1;&& been at the Hotel. '
\( -'\ (,

Iq§eed\hé was lgst seen alive at 5.40 p.m. on that day,
outside\his home Q?ter ‘returning from ‘the Hotel.,
ety Soon after that the deceased had hig evenling meal and
’réconsty&@tion ‘shows ‘that he retired to bed,
e “; (K J’ \‘\\\\\
b <\The\ihvestigation revealed that a reliable witness observed

/{?»Pbiynesian man leaping over the front fence of the deceased's
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Extensive enquiries further revealed that a similarly
described Polynesian man had been seen loltering about the
deceased?s house on many days, up to two weeks before the
deceased was killed, '

At 8,30 p.m. on the murder nj@xba.néxfﬁdéor ﬂﬁighhour heard

banging sounds coming from the deceasea*s houaé?f_\\
—~ \~ e
o \ \ \ \ “'\

Reconstruction of the scene dammnstratgd that those sounds
were consistent with the noiﬁe generatéd bﬁ\tha attack, which
killed the deceased, Ly N )

The Polyneslan male seen ab ﬁhe dpcaased“s property half an
hour before the murﬂer‘hnd wpo\iﬁ\éansiderod to be identical with

the Polynesiaﬁ waa seen.Lﬁhﬂin in the vicinity for two weeks
prior has nﬁb beeﬁ*identiﬁied, or located - nor has he come
forward., :f\. /> .
A qide ranging and\very extenslve homiclde lnvestigation
involving enquir{es bo%h in New Zealand and overseas has not
w\yet identified the‘person or persons responsible for the murder
qf Ernst eorgp ENGLBBRECHT on 5 July 1979.
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THIS DEPONENT BEING DULY SWORN S4TTIH:

Aintefhgction

My f£ull name 1s Anthony Ronsley MOORLE.

T am a Detective Senilor Sergeant stationed at the New Zealand
Police College, Tventhan, 5

I previously worked under the d}xbutj&n or DLéQEbﬁNO
Inspector WILSON Lla The Criminal ane@uibﬂtiou Braneh at ‘the

Lower Hubt Police Stalloxn., ﬁﬂ(}) AQ}Q\ \}
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On Friday, 6 July 1979, ‘ul approxlmmtclyw3 o pem. I wag
instructed by Debechlve\lnﬁpc9u01 WILbDN”%o go to an address at
101 Vleurld utreeb,\ﬁlécetown, LQ&?? HutLo

\\ N

QA \)\" ‘
T arrlved b {haL addrauﬁ)

became offloer,iﬁ\chnrge ef uhe Homioxdo Sconnu
\ /

{( _. " y _
The addrtup of 1Qﬂ YLvtorim Street, Alicetown, Lg that of an

old stfme‘houme, whidh ia actuslly sited on the corner of Vlietoria
quet and Te Mbmq\Rnad' on ‘the north western corner of thatl

>/ Th ";boncurned actually borders on to the fdotpath of
VicLoﬁig w&?ﬂ@i and Te Mome Road and the sectlon on the western
Slﬁé bbrae1m wlth a residentlal sectlon and a park Like area on

ﬂhe\nof%hern extremlty, In general the section was over grown
ad waJ covered with an accumulation of rubbish and vegetatlon,
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$1ere was a garage Type structure on the property and behind LT

e

—a number of small shed type constructions,

- T refer to photograph number 1 of the booklet of photographs,
v
which-haﬁrhﬁﬁh produced to the Court to illustrate the house end

Lts location,
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The house concerned 1s that which was formerly ovccupled
by Brngt George ENGLEBRECHT. '

Tt ds by rood, o matter of a few hundred yards lrom a

tavern known as the Valley Inmn, A P
I entered the address at 101 Vloﬁbrla L%@ot £Tom an
entrance off Te Mome Roed, this eni anco aétually faces the

western boundary of the p#ﬁpgriy at uhq_ thhgrn end,

Although this door W&u au the | ﬁ@al\dT'LhL house, 1t lead
Into the lounge of, Lh@ p%?mi&ca and\uam ‘obviously the main
entrance to ‘the hpuap\pfgporr\' N,

The door I~ha¥b refer%nghé was substantlally a wooden
door on Lhe p i vor‘aecblop @ﬁd the upper section of it la the
main coﬂslﬂtﬁd of ? oiﬁbglar lead light glass area,
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.:h > \\To tho\righi 4T the door was a wood panelled area,
'sllghrly\wider thaﬂ the door itself and ebove that wood

,) i panel{ed‘b?@a there wagaother arvea of leadllght glass,
= s
.\/ ;\:\\ \i\/ >

((”] Myséxaminatjon of this area, which is deplcted in photo-
,/}\Qﬁép )g of the hooklet of photographs produced to the Court,
! V"depibted the clasale signs of a burglary,
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(( ‘3‘\) T established to my satlsfactlon that some person had

punched through the leadlight glass above the panel T have
mentioned, reached through the opening and then unlocked the
door adjacent to it by manipulating a Yale type lock on the -
inglde of the door,
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1 refer ho photograph 3 of the photographs produced 1o
illustrate this point.

My conclusion was that an lubruder had brokon and
entered the premlses through that pqinl,h 2
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subsequanTy made a d@uaﬁjea dWaminﬂilob of\the
lnterior of the premises and ﬁbcnhpuructod ghﬁ cvents which led

to the death of Lingt Genxg@\QNGLLBHLCHT\\ \ <

[ doing so X mpGﬂb\ﬁﬂ pmcumm o@ L@ﬂ;ﬂﬁym gxamlning the

\ .\ V4 \ \\__7" - 7./

property in detaJ]a ))“‘ /;i L g
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My reuonaé;ué\ibu ﬂhOk?ﬂ\%ﬁéﬁjéh@ intruder responsible
for the bfﬁ&klﬁg\anﬂ onLering\&; the deceaged’s home alb
101 VLcLoﬁgQ &f eelh had,aaquv effecting entry, had gone
'a]mogt immadimie?y Ao uh&‘deb@maed*s bedroom. This partloular
A e OO i refgrved 40, Q#ﬁ}\ﬁroom.numbef 2 ag shown in photograph

p-o
m&fo#~a£4%§gi§he$eg@ pﬁ% r?ﬁduaed,
AL N0
.QQ:fu/\\t 5a+ﬁéfk\@\myaelr thal thls person had entered through
AN kha door\rofar%ed to, orossed the area of the lounge, walled
;<'f\\\ “down the. aﬁﬁaguwuy to the deceased's wvoom, which was the
{C ))“{}; qere@q\ﬁaor on the left golng down the passage from the lounge.
. \Q{"/ . \ ﬁ S, A |
fd /o‘\“ illuaLrato to 'bhe Court, the path of travel Onjﬁ,ﬁﬂmvw
REFER, oo o photograph M. sldm
) ’\ \13 ° g : ’L]//H )4;;\"%'&,1
AN |
kf *Qﬁ{> From my examivetion of the scene and aubs@quent
>, recoustruction, I am satisfied that the deceased, Dynst

George ENGLEPRECHT was in his bed, when he wasg attacked by
an dntruder. '
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g e P &Tm@\ Gﬁ hj u ﬁfﬁt decessed when I viewed The scene
; REFER: » . xu\ggai?? is. ébQﬂn\Ln photegraph. numbergﬁ of the photographs
' LR

(g,ced Bk %\(:.&m"

/ ,;'\-_-\\ \\‘\, 2 . .
< A /\ ur}'xq:cv /ﬁmammabiou ghowed conclual vely that the intruder

/\ mac g\&mr’wd search of The room

\, I \\J
.‘ <"”%”’i:~\>§“~3‘") © WITHHELD

The search carrled out by the imtrudeﬁ was consgistent
with a burglary.

In the coursge of my examination of the premiges, small
amounte of cagh were found lu & variety of places.
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A total of $72.00 was found in a paper bag, which was
1located in a wardrobe in the room in which the deceased dled;
#1,00 was found in a spectacle case in the sawe wardrobe;
$37,00 was found folded beltween a nhce, o newspaper in one
of ‘the drawers Ln the bureauw, this pmltlcular paper was well
covered with an accumulation of rubﬁ‘kij} 1h6 00 wes also
found In a wallet hidden 1n a kj!ch&n cuyboard )
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Other small amounts Ju\cbln wers. fdund\lu a variety of
places throughout the hOUuQ} hﬂwovof-fhld bi the money found
was hldden in such a way\aﬁ»it wou1&\hﬁue heen an Llusuenounte
able task to Lind 1L ﬁn %>Qh0f gpﬁhh uf ‘time ,

'»\ \\ / an

) drrlngpd {hexaearphgng\thhloLhinﬂ in the room and
found that tho an& Luum\oii lothlng that contained any money
was ””'B 3r0uaox% l?uhg the eastern side of the
doccasad's bed .

, / OLhar ObJGTVﬁLlOHS I made during the course of my
Odeil%$ibQ of the premlses were that there was a partly
cuﬂhumsd fieal in an  aluminium conbainer sitting above the
&dal SL)VG in the kitchen and a similar contalner sitting
Qn a Pox outside the door which provided access Lo the house
\“Q /Ircm Te Mome Road,

\3

(( ”§§\q‘ Police ingquiries esgtablished that the meal sitting above
: the coal stove ln the kitchen hed been delivered at about
noon on Thursday, 5 July 1979 and the meal Ln the container,
outslde the door I have mentloned, was delivered at about
noon on Friday, 6 July 1979,
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These meals were gsupplied by the orvganlsation, Meals on
Wheels and it was comwon practlse for such meals to bhe
delivered to the deceased's door - the Te Mome Road entrance

to the house, 7 P
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My reconstruction of themvcn& %h@L'iuokwg]aoe pirlor to
and lmmediately after the aLLack on\bhh dccpaséa wdﬂ such that
I am satisfled that the inLIugur xebponu¢b1e\fur the attack
left ‘the house by rﬁtfaclue hlé UrLanal Lgps he travelled
up the passageway of the hdUso, thr Ugu 1h¢ 70unge ares and

out of the dooxr though E?Lph he hhd&mnub1a11y gained entry.,

He cloged LhQ5£gon; door\behJﬂﬂ\hLm and then left the
property by way\qf‘ﬂhe gaLe\Qu\@@“Te Mome Road.,

\ -\ \-t\\
Pyom my\ovgrall exdmlna£10ﬂ of the premises and
reconeruQLidh of b} p evsntq that took place prior to
the dmakh QE Lrngt- QGT&@ ENGLEBREGHL, I am of the comeclusive

1iqn<ii t Lh@Udﬁﬁeascd'v house was- the dubdact or a crimlnal

\\Ls

y7evuyl”u1 1979 \LugL Lhe parperLrator's motive was clcarly to

b l\-/‘/ ,"
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N gtedl money dnd that 1t is probable that the deceased Brnst
’-%\Georgo\hNﬁLEBRLCHE was awoken by the presence of a burglar

in. hia ugom.
KK \\

xﬂﬁ\\o‘ Té was then attacked and he endeavoured to courageously

;<§éf6hd himself, which led to a great deal of force being uged
" on him, resultlng in hils death,

Not withstanding Frast George ENGLEBRECHT's death, the
burglar continued his misslion to complete his orlginal purpose,
to gearch for and steal money.
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Fhotogroph Hoe
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" ietogragh Toe

Photopraph loe

Photograph Fo.
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101 Vietoria Sdvect, Alicetown
101 Victorda Slrecty Aldesbown
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Fhotogruph Ho.

Fhotogrsph Hoe

i

1 Vigtoria Street, Alicetowi

101 Vietorin Strock, Alisebown

' Bhotopraph Noe % shove itear door of 101 Victorfd Street,
Alicetouwn
Fhotopragh foa b shows Gecrge Mymat ENGILURODHE, the decessed
' in hedyde fio, 2 of 19 CVictoria
. Brest Wdsssoen - WITHHELD
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