Winning Words
From novice to nationals…
d

2015 Glenbrooks Tournament
Preliminary and Semi-Final Congress Legislation
Researchers
Nicholas Aranda
Sylvia Culpepper
Nicholas Golina
Kevin Hauff
Sarah Kuczmarski
Matthew Magee
Sophia Zupanc
1

Table of Contents
Prelims
2 – A Bill to Phase Out the Solar Investment Tax Credit to Encourage the Use of Solar
Energy
9 – A Bill to Reform Corporate Cash Holdings to Increase Competitiveness
16 – The Corporate Tax Dodging Prevention Act of 2015
23 – A Bill to Put America to Work
30 – A Bill to Tax Corporate Use of Water
37 – A Bill to Boost the Housing Market
42 – A Resolution to Ratify the Ottawa Treaty
49 – A Bill to Diminish the Islamic State’s Power in Syria
55 – The Philippines Economic Recovery Act of 2015
62 – A Bill to Assist America’s Kurdish Allies
67 – A Resolution to Increase the Usage of Private Military Contractors in the Central
African Republic
73 – Middle Eastern Stabilization Act (MESA) of 2015
80 – A Bill to Fund the Nineveh Plain Protection Units
87 – A Resolution to Combat Human Trafficking
95 – A Bill to Remote Military Commanders from Decisions over the Prosecution of
Sexual Assault Cases
102 – A Bill to Subsidize Public Transportation
107 – The Clean Lung Act of 2015
114 – A Bill to Amend the Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995 to Provide Greater
Transparency in the Legislative Process
121 – A Bill to Reform Gun Laws for the Intellectually Disabled
127 – A Bill to Increase Funding for the Department of Homeland Security
136 – A Bill to Ensure Fairness to High Skilled Workers
147 – A Bill to Subsidize SpaceX
152 – A Bill to Give the Disadvantaged an Opportunity through Education
158 – A Bill to Invest in Thorium Nuclear Reactors
Semis
167 – The Financial Fairness and Stability Act of 2015
173 – A Bill to Reappropriate Aid from Israel to Nigeria
180 – A Bill to Reduce Prison Populations

A Bill to Phase Out the Solar Investment
Tax Credit to Encourage the Use of Solar
Energy
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Research Compiled and Summaries Written by Shin San

◈ Text of Legislation◈

◈ General Analysis◈
As stated in the bill’s text, the Solar Investment Tax Credit, or ITC, is a 30 percent
federal tax credit for solar systems on residential and commercial properties that, under
current law, remains in effect through December 31, 2016. The ITC was initially
created as part of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 and extended through December 31,
2016 with the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008. As opposed to phasing
out to 10 percent and 0 percent on December 31, 2016, this bill advocates for a longer
phase out. The 20/10/0 Scenario entails a scheduled phasing-out of the ITC in its
current form over an 8 year period.
Federal deployment support for solar photovoltaic (PV) installations comes primarily in
the form of tax incentives, such as accelerated depreciation rates and tax credits. Since
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the Energy Policy Act of 20054 established the solar ITC in its current form, annual
solar PV capacity additions in the United States have steadily risen. Numbers suggest
that the ITC, along with accelerated depreciation rates and state-level mandates and
incentives, has been an effective driver of solar PV deployment in the United States.
Yet, the solar ITC, originally adopted with strong support has become a polarizing
incentive, with supporters and critics both vocal in the court of public opinion.
Robust qualitative and quantitative analyses inform energy policy. These calculations
usually project different scenarios for various goals: to reduce cost or to promote
further generation. Also note that this tax credit is different from a production tax credit
(PTC) which award actual generation not investment in equipment required to generate
renewable power. With this in mind, debaters are discouraged from generalizing this
complex debate into a black and white, pro-solar vs anti-solar or the even more
generalized debate of renewables vs anti-renewables. Such novice debate relies on
overly essential talking points that miss critical analyses. Instead, debaters should
analyze the following areas: the economic impacts of an energy tax credit, comparisons
of tax credit to other instruments e.g. cash grant, PTC, etc. Contextualize the debate in
the U.S. solar industry, its history in the past decades and where it is at right now in
2015 and where it is projected to be in a few years.

◈ Affirmative Analysis◈
The point of a lengthened phasing out is timing. The proposed 20/10/0 recognizes that
the years 2017-2020 are most critical to the solar PV industry as incentives in the nearterm are needed the most. Support comes primarily from within the industry. Speaking
for roughly 1000 member companies, the Solar Energy Industries Association hails the
ITC as “the cornerstone of continued growth of solar energy in the United States”
and “one of the most important federal policy mechanisms to support the
deployment of solar energy in the United States.” Debaters should be careful that this
bill still phases out the ITC but delays the eventual 0 percent by 7 more years.

◈ Affirmative Cards◈
Aff – 20/10/0 Scenario avoids the ‘boom and bust’ cycle (2015)
Steyer-Taylor Center for Energy Policy and Finance. Stanford University "The Federal Investment Tax
Credit for Solar Energy:Assessing and Addressing the Impact of the 2017 Step-Down" Stephen Comello
et al, Jan 5, 2015.
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<https://steyertaylor.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/publications_files/itc20report20to20doe20final2020ja
n202015_0.pdf>

Our calculations show that for the scenarios examined in this study the
diminishing ITC support would be just sufficient - with little or no margin to
spare - to sustain the competitiveness and current momentum of the solar
industry. By smoothing the trajectory of reduced federal support, our policy
alternatives should at least mitigate the anticipated 'boom and bust' cycle that is
likely to emerge under the current policy. Furthermore, in contrast to the
current policy, we envision the complete elimination of the solar ITC past 2024.

Aff – ITC expiry in 2016 will harm still emerging markets (2015)
Utility Dive. “To ITC or not to ITC: What happens if solar's federal tax incentives aren't extended The
potential loss of solar capacity is about equal to the total amount currently installed.” Herman K. Trabish.
October 1, 2015. <http://www.utilitydive.com/news/to-itc-or-not-to-itc-what-happens-if-solars-federaltax-incentives-arent/406304/>

While states with big solar markets will lose the most if the ITC is not extended,
states with emerging markets may not survive at all because they lack a market
pushing them forward Yozwiak said. “If I were a utility, I would think this is
important. The message from the data is that there is a lot of solar on the way.” In
states with emerging markets, “smaller utilities might be adding perhaps two to
three solar customers per month,” Yozwiak (Maddy Yozwiak, U.S. Power and
RECs analyst and co-author of the recently-released report, “How extending the
investment tax credit would affect US solar build,” from Bloomberg New Energy
Finance (BNEF)) explained. “If there is an ITC, that might become five to ten solar
customers per month and, by 2022, that might be hundreds per month. But without
the ITC, they might go from five to ten per month back to one to two.” Without the
ITC, marginal markets will disappear, Clifford agreed.
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Aff – Extension of the ITC can generate enough electricity to power 19
million homes (2015)
Solar Energy Industries Association via Bloomberg New Energy Finance. “How an Extension of the
Solar Investment Tax Credit Would Affect the Industry.” September 15, 2015.
<http://www.seia.org/sites/default/files/resources/BNEF_SEIA%20Solar%20Forecast_15%20September
%202015.pdf>

If the ITC is extended, by 2022 more than 95 GW of solar power will be installed in
the U.S., generating nearly 144 Terawatt-hours (TWh) of electricity each year. This
means that: The solar industry would generate enough electricity to power 19
million homes Solar would account for 3.5% of U.S. electricity generation – up
from just 0.1% in 2010 Every year, solar power would offset 100 million metric
tons of carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions, equivalent to shuttering 26 coal-fired
power plants or taking 20 million cars off the roads

Aff – Nearing expiration date is causing solar companies to cancel large
projects (2014)
Bloomberg Bureau of National Affairs. “SOLAR INDUSTRY LAUNCHES LOBBYING EFFORT AS
TAX DEADLINE PROMPTS CANCELED PROJECTS.” Ari Natter. October 22, 2014.
<http://www.bna.com/solar-industry-launches-b17179907013/>

At least two utility-scale thermal solar plants, including one planned by Oakland,
Calif.-based BrightSource Energy Inc., have been mothballed amid uncertainty over
whether companies would be able to qualify for the 30 percent investment tax credit
(ITC), according to the Solar Energy Industries Association, a Washington-based
trade group. More cancellations are expected as the Dec. 31, 2016, deadline nears,
said Derek Dorn, a partner at Davis & Harman LLP, who previously was
Democratic staff director for the Senate Finance Subcommittee on Energy, Natural
Resources and Infrastructure.

Aff – 2016 expiry date will cause a disruptive boom and bust cycle (2015)
Photovoltaics International. “Obama proposes permanent extension of solar’s ITC.” John Parnell,
February 02, 2015. <http://www.pvtech.org/news/obama_to_propose_permanent_extension_of_solars_itc_according_to_reports>

Shayle Kann, senior VP at GTM Research told PV Tech in September 2014 that
the cut would mean no new utility solar plants coming on line in 2017. “The ITC
reduction is going to have the biggest immediate impact on the utility scale sector.
What are going to see is a huge boom in installations completed in 2016 and then a
complete collapse in 2017,” said Kann.
5

◈ Negative Analysis◈
Policy and financial analysts, meanwhile, paint a less favorable picture of federal tax
credit support for renewable energy and the solar ITC in particular. Recognizing the
renewable energy tax credits have been an enormously important mechanism for
growing the industry, advanced debaters can explore how they could be improved to be
more effective for project developers and more accountable to taxpayers. Critical flaw
of a tax credit is in the financial structure: the required tax equity is scarce and
expensive, especially in a slow economy, limits investment liquidity, drives up
transaction costs, precludes other, lower-cost financing options and, in the end, puts
more money in the pockets of investors and lawyers than solar panels on the roof or
wind turbines in the ground.

◈ Negative Cards◈
Neg – Tax credit only benefits entities with large tax bills (2011)
Congressional Research Service. “ARRA Section 1603 Grants in Lieu of Tax Credits for Renewable
Energy: Overview, Analysis, and Policy Options” Brown & Sherlock, 2011.

Notwithstanding the solar ITC’s impressive track record to date, the limited
reach of tax credits makes them problematic in stimulating continued growth in the
solar market-place. Only entities with hefty tax bills to offset can benefit from such
tax breaks. Many developers do not have tax bills that are high enough to reap the
full and immediate benefits of tax credits for renewable energy. Due to the
high up-front costs for planning, equipment, and construction, it takes many
years before a renewable power project even begins to generate taxable profits to
offset with tax credits
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Neg – Tax credits often create challenging financial circumstances for
renewable energy project development (2010)
The New York Times. “Sunset for a Solar Subsidy?” Matthew L. Wald, November 16, 2010.
<http://green.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/11/16/sunset-for-a-solar-subsidy>

Since many developers lack the profits necessary to use their tax credits,
according to Rhone Resch, head of the Solar Energy Industries Association,they
end up having to sell their credits to tax equity investors at a loss of 30 to
50 cents on the dollar. With every 100 basis points estimated to add $2.50 to
$5.00 per MWh of renewable power output, the steep cost of tax equity
imposes a sizeable burden on the renewable energy industry as it struggles to
become cost-competitive with coal, gas, and other fossil fuel incumbents. For
American taxpayers, the premium yields for tax equity divert up to half of their tax
dollars away from the solar installations and wind farms they were intended to
subsidize and into the hands of Wall Street banks and other high-profit
corporations.

Neg – Tax Credits Fail When Needed the Most (2011)
Bipartisan Policy Center. “Reassessing Renewable Energy Subsidies - Issue Brief.” Sasha Mackler, Nate
Gorence. March 25, 2011. <http://bipartisanpolicy.org/library/reassessing-renewable-energy-subsidiesissue-brief/>

The cyclicality of tax equity poses a separate, similarly grave problem for
solar and other renewable energy developers, the federal government,and its
taxpayers.The 2008/09 economic downturn offers ample evidence of just how
much the availability and, with it, the price of tax equity fluctuate with the
overall state of the economy. Specifically, “[m]acro-trends in tax equity
financing ... are highly correlated to the financial health of a limited number of
large financial institutions.” Even the very largest and most profitable financial
institutions cannot ensure sufficient levels of profitability through an economic
crisis as evidenced by the 2008 departures of Citi Group, American International
Group, and others from the tax equity market.
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Neg – Tax credits can counterproductively increase cost for solar generators
(2009)
Bloomberg New Energy Finance. “Cash is King: Shortcomings of US Tax Credits in Subsidizing
Renewables. Zindler & Tringas. 2009.
<https://www.novoco.com/energy/resource_files/advocacy/ncoep_testimony_042710.pdf>

As a general matter, as low economy will require renewable energy developers to
pay an even higher premium for tax equity than usual.This trend exacerbates
the industry’s existing struggles to become cost-competitive with conventional
sources of energy. Afterall, tax credits are designed to cover only part of the cost of
generating power from solar and other renewable sources, with the wholesale power
price and state incentives intended to fill in the gap. A slow economy, however,
leads to an oversupply of electricity and thereby drives down wholesale power
prices, which, in turn, makes it even harder for re-newable power generators to
break even, let alone make a profit. Tax credits, therefore, fail solar and other
renewable energy developers when they need them most to bridge the widening gap
between depressed wholesale power prices and their generation costs. Ul-timately,
the cyclicality of tax equity makes tax credits for renewables a suboptimal stim-ulus
measure to promote the large-scale deployment of renewable energy, much
less strengthen or revive a struggling economy.

Neg – 2016 Expiry will force solar companies to become more efficient and
emerge more “lean” in 2017 (2015)
Forbes. “"Winter Is Coming" -- Preparing For A Possible Reduction Of The Solar Investment Tax
Credit.” Peter Kelly-Detwiler. April 15, 2015.
<http://www.forbes.com/sites/peterdetwiler/2015/04/15/winter-is-coming-preparing-for-a-possiblereduction-of-the-solar-investment-tax-credit/2/>

So if the ITC winter does come, Patel forecasts that those who have not taken such
measures are in for a rough ride. Meanwhile the companies who have prepared for
it may make it out the either side stronger and better equipped to grab more market
share in a consolidating industry. Those just adding headcount will face the
daunting task of getting resources lined up and will then be faced with high cost
structures in 2017. By contrast, those that are really prepared are going to succeed
in the long run and may emerge the better for the challenge.
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A Bill to Reform Corporate Cash Holdings
to Increase Competitiveness
Research Compiled and Summaries Written by Nicholas Aranda

◈ Text of Legislation◈

◈ General Analysis ◈
Offshore corporate cash holding is the term used to describe the practice of holding
profits made in foreign nations by US companies overseas rather than bringing that
profit back home. When large corporations make large profits from a foreign based
subsidiary, they have the option of either bringing the profit back to the firm in the
United States, or holding it in banks overseas. The majority of companies opt to keep
these large profits overseas in foreign banks in order to dodge large taxes that would be
imposed if the profit was brought back to the United States. If the money is held or
“trapped” overseas then the conventional US tax rate isn’t applied to those corporate
profits, rather little to no tax is normally placed on profits that don’t exist nominally in
the United States. This bill seeks to increase a tax on profits earned from US
corporations that earn those profits abroad.
9

◈ Affirmative Analysis ◈
In theory the bill is a solution to a large problem, if the United States is losing tax
revenue from large corporations because we don’t tax offshore profits, then the solution
is to tax those offshore profits. The affirmative needs to first show that the current tax
system for offshore profits is flawed enough that it’s significant of a reform. If the
affirmative can show the need to pass the bill with evidence on how the bill will prove
beneficial, then it’s an easy vote for the chamber.

◈ Affirmative Cards ◈
Aff – A tax on offshore cash holding has Presidential support (2015)
Bloomberg, “U.S. Companies Are Stashing $2.1 Trillion Overseas to Avoid Taxes”, Richard Rubin,
March 4, 2015, <http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-03-04/u-s-companies-are-stashing-2-1trillion-overseas-to-avoid-taxes>

Obama earlier this year proposed applying a 14 percent mandatory tax on the
stockpiled profits and a 19 percent minimum tax on foreign earnings going forward.
The one-time tax would generate $268 billion over six years, which Obama wants
to use for infrastructure. Because the one-time transition tax is levied on past
earnings, it doesn’t distort companies’ decisions, Altshuler said. The real questions
are the rate and the details of the tax system for future earnings. Obama’s plan
hasn’t advanced in Congress, amid Republican objections to some of the details and
the idea of using one-time money for needs such as highway construction. The
president met March 2 with the chief executive officers of Xerox Corp., Micron
Technology Inc., Qualcomm, IBM and EMC Corp., which have a combined $114
billion in accumulated offshore profits.
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Aff – Taxing offshore cash holdings before they come back to the US is
more profitable (2014)
Economic Policy Institute, “Myths and Facts About Corporate Taxes, Part 3: Are American Companies’
Profits Trapped Overseas?”, Posted October, October 29th, 2014, <http://www.epi.org/blog/myths-andfacts-about-corporate-taxes-part-3-are-american-companies-profits-trapped-overseas/>

A best course would be to eliminate deferral and levy the tax on American
companies’ overseas profits when they are earned, not when they are brought back
to our shores. This would raise $600 billion over 10 years, and do much to increase
tax fairness across industries and among firms. Indeed, this would be such a large
revenue-raiser that some of the profits could be given back through rate cuts,
thereby partially offsetting the huge increase in effective tax rates that would be
borne by firms with large foreign profits.

Aff – Taxing offshore cash holdings would reduce the rate of domestic taxes
(2015)
Fiscal Times, “How Fortune 500 Companies Avoid Paying $620 Billion in Taxes”, Rob Garver Follow,
October 6, 2015, <http://www.thefiscaltimes.com/2015/10/06/US-Companies-Have-StaggeringAmounts-Cash-Offshore-Tax-Havens>

Nearly three out of four companies in the U.S. Fortune 500 operate at least one
subsidiary in an offshore tax haven and some have registered more than 100,
allowing them to evade taxes on hundreds of billions of dollars in profits every
year, according to a study conducted by the U.S. Public Interest Research Group
and the Citizens for Tax Justice. The report found that companies have dramatically
increased their use of accounting techniques that allow cash earned overseas to be
booked in the name of subsidiaries that are incorporated in low- or no-tax
jurisdictions, sometimes with little more than a mailbox as their physical presence.
Between 2008 and 2014, the amount of money U.S. firms claimed as profits
attributable to offshore entities doubled to $2.1 trillion. A side effect of the
increased avoidance of taxes is that the Treasury Department loses an estimated $90
billion in tax revenue annually, revenue that could be used to reduce taxes
domestically.
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Aff – The revenue from offshore tax can go to solving domestic issues (2015)
Ars Technica, “If Apple didn’t hold $181B overseas, it would owe $59B in US taxes”, Cyrus Farivar,
October 7, 2015, <http://arstechnica.com/business/2015/10/apple-google-microsoft-hold-more-than336b-overseas-via-legal-tax-loopholes/>

Citizens for Tax Justice concluded: "Multinational corporations’ use of tax havens
allows them to avoid an estimated $90 billion in federal income taxes each year.”
One tax law professor told Ars that this untapped revenue source could stand to
significantly benefit the United States. "Losing $90 billion of potential tax
revenues every year is a very big deal," Neil Buchanan, a professor at George
Washington University, said by e-mail. "That money could be used to reverse
recent cuts in Head Start, and/or assistance to state governments to fund education
at all levels, or increase the Earned Income Tax Credit, and on and on. Politicians
who respond to proposals to fund these programs by saying that ‘we can't afford it’
are simply saying, ‘I'd rather cut Apple's tax bill than educate our children.’”

Aff – Not taxing offshore cash holdings forces Americans to continue to
make up for the lost revenue (2015)
CTJReports, Offshore Shell Games 2015, October 5, 2015 03,
<http://ctj.org/ctjreports/2015/10/offshore_shell_games_2015.php#.Vjd1GmSrST8>

U.S.-based multinational corporations are allowed to play by a different set of rules
than small and domestic businesses or individuals when it comes to the tax code.
Rather than paying their fair share, many multinational corporations use accounting
tricks to pretend for tax purposes that a substantial portion of their profits are
generated in offshore tax havens, countries with minimal or no taxes where a
company’s presence may be as little as a mailbox. Multinational corporations’ use
of tax havens allows them to avoid an estimated $90 billion in federal income taxes
each year. Congress, by failing to take action to end to this tax avoidance, forces
ordinary Americans to make up the difference. Every dollar in taxes that
corporations avoid by using tax havens must be balanced by higher taxes on
individuals, cuts to public investments and public services, or increased federal
debt.
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◈ Negative Analysis◈
The negation speaker has some good argumentative ground here. Currently the United
States already has the largest corporate profit tax rates in the developed world, as a
result we lose business, profits, and jobs, to overseas subsidiaries. The negation needs
to point out the problem the affirmative is trying to fix with a tax increase was
originally caused by a tax increase. If the negation can primarily show the potential
negative impacts on the US job market and revenue system than they can successfully
advocate for the negation of the bill in a strong manner.

◈ Negative Cards◈
Neg – Cash holdings are completely irrelevant to the hiring decision (2014)
Forbes, “Dispelling The Myth of Corporate Cash Hoarding”, Jeffrey Dorfman, professor of economics at
The University of Georgia, August 21st, 2014,
<http://www.forbes.com/sites/jeffreydorfman/2014/08/21/dispelling-the-myth-of-corporate-cashhoarding/>

Some people wish that companies would use all that cash to hire more workers.
However, companies hire workers not because they have cash on hand, but because
they think the new workers will help them earn more cash. Cash holdings are
completely irrelevant to the hiring decision. Still, all that cash is not holding
corporations back as the latest government report shows 4.7 million job openings
and 4.8 million people hired in June, the highest numbers since before the
recession.

Neg – Passing the bill will result in double taxation (2007)
Journal of Financial Economics. “Why do firms hold so much cash? A tax based explanation”. C. Fritz
Foley, Harvard University NBER, February 2007 <http://www.people.hbs.edu/ffoley/cash.pdf>

Nearly all countries tax the income of corporations that operate within their borders.
In addition, the U.S. and other countries tax the foreign income of their residents.
However, to avoid double taxation of foreign income, U.S. law grants tax credits for
foreign income taxes paid abroad.
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Neg – A tax increase will cause large corporations to commit tax
“inversion” (2015)
BloombergView, “Tax Inversion”, Jesse Drucker and Zachary R. Mider, 10-30-2015,
<http://www.bloombergview.com/quicktake/tax-inversion>

Pfizer has been a U.S. company since 1849. Now it could become an Irish firm,
helping it to escape U.S. income taxes. A financial exercise known as an
“inversion” would allow it to lower its tax bills by acquiring a legal address abroad.
Strange as the idea sounds, it’s an inevitable outgrowth of peculiarities of the U.S.
tax code and has enjoyed a resurgence in the past few years among American
companies. Pfizer would be one of the biggest and best known to try to join the
trend. About 51 U.S. companies have reincorporated in low-tax countries since
1982, including 20 since 2012. A lot of drug companies are doing it, and low-tax
Ireland is a popular corporate home. They’re doing it despite a 2004 law that
legislators had promised would end the practice.
This card can be used to illustrate an alternative big corporations are finding to avoid
tax increases on their profits.

Neg – Tax increase is the cause of offshore cash holding (2013)
WSJ, “How Firms Tap Overseas Cash”, Kate Linebaugh, March 28th 2013
<http://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424127887323361804578388522312624686>

American concerns have long argued they should be allowed to bring back some
of the estimated $1.7 trillion in profits they hold at their foreign subsidiaries. The
firms are deterred by the huge tax liabilities they would incur, says Stephen Shay,
a tax professor of Harvard Law School. The U.S. is the only major economy that
taxes its companies' overseas earnings. Those taxes aren't actually incurred until
the money is considered to have been transferred to the U.S. parent, giving
companies an incentive to maximize their earnings at foreign subsidiaries and keep
them there indefinitely.
This card can be used to show that tax increase is what initially caused the cash
holding issue, a tax increase will only cause large corporations to find another
alternative to avoid a tax increase and secure large profits at the same time.
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Neg – A double tax would result in the loss of many largely domestic
corporations (2015)
Economist, “An offer they could refuse, Continuing To”, Feburary 5th, 2015,
<http://www.economist.com/news/finance-and-economics/21642196-presidents-plan-makes-no-senseoffer-they-could-refuse>

The current system allows American multinationals to exclude a good chunk of
their earnings from tax. The new one would not. Rather than seeing a 19% rate as a
bargain, many would view it as an incentive to reincorporate abroad. As it is, some
American firms have shed their nationality, and thus lowered their tax bill, through
“inversions”, a form of reverse takeover. American firms with largely domestic
operations, meanwhile, would probably see the new tax system as a reason to shift
more of their work abroad. That would lower the effective tax rate on any
operations they relocated, without any impediment to bringing the profits back
home.
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The Corporate Tax Dodging Prevention
Act of 2015
Research Compiled and Summaries Written by Sophia Zupanc

◈ Text of Legislation ◈

◈ General Analysis ◈
Figuring out what this bill does is fairly simple as it just enacts a piece of legislation,
the Corporate Tax Dodging Prevention Act (s. 922), that has already been debated in
the actual United States. The Corporate Tax Dodging Prevention Act (s. 922) was
introduced into the Senate this past April and, as the Senate Budget Committee
explained, aimed to, “Prevent corporations from sheltering profits in tax havens like
Bermuda and the Cayman Islands and would stop rewarding companies that ship jobs
and factories overseas with tax breaks.” How exactly would this happen? Through a
few different methods: 1) rules that allow American corporations to defer paying
federal income taxes on the profits of their offshore subsidiaries would be ended, 2)
loopholes that allow American corporations to artificially inflate or accelerate their
foreign tax credits would be closed, 3) American corporations would be no longer
allow be allowed to claim that they are foreign if they use a tax haven post office box as
their address, 4) Prevent American corporations from inverting (when an American
corporations acquires or merges with a foreign company and then claims the foreign
one for tax purposes) to avoid their taxes , 5) Stop foreign-owned companies from
manipulating debt expenses by stripping earnings out of the United States, and 6)
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Prevent large oil companies from disguising royalty payments to foreign government as
foreign taxes.

◈ Affirmative Analysis ◈
It’s no secret that tax loopholes have allowed large corporations to hide billions of
dollars overseas and away from the American tax system. Not only does this cause the
US to lose billions of dollars that could go back into our economy, it’s also unfair. By
one estimate companies holding the $2.1 trillion in untaxed offshore profits are paying
a tax rate of just 10% - a rate far below what they should be paying. This bill takes a
comprehensive approach to stopping tax dodging by US companies and, as the
affirmative debater, your job will be to outline the problem and explain why these tax
regulations will be effective.

◈ Affirmative Cards ◈
Aff – 240 Billion is a conservative estimate of how much money is lost
through tax avoidance (2015)
Reuters “New Global tax proposals target corporate tax dodging” Tom Bergin, 5 October 2015, <
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/10/05/taxation-companies-g-idUSL5N12238H20151005>

The OECD said a conservative estimate of the amount of untaxed money moved
by companies into tax havens was $100 billion to $240 billion annually,
suggesting tens of billions of dollars in lost tax revenue. Tax advisers agreed that
the measures - which had been debated over the past year - could force many
companies to restructure their operations and rethink how they fund themselves.

Aff – The new global tax dodging rules do not go far enough (2015)
BBC News, “OCED unveils corporate tax avoidance proposals” Christ Johnston, 5 October 2015, <
http://www.bbc.com/news/business-34445078>

Toby Quantrill, its principal adviser on economic justice, said: "Any potential the
OECD experts had to recommend effective solutions has been thwarted
government's' unwillingness to stand up to multinationals and the tax avoidance
industry." ActionAid tax policy adviser Anders Dahlbeck said: "This tax deal has
been cooked up by a club of rich countries and fails to properly tackle tax
avoidance by large multinationals."
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Aff – Cracking down on tax dodgers could provide the US with billions of
dollars (2015)
Palm Beach Post, “Commentary: US corporations leap border to dodge their taxes” October 19, 2015 <
http://www.palmbeachpost.com/news/news/opinion/commentary-us-corporations-leap-borders-to-dodget/nn4FF/>

We could, by one Wall Street estimate, raise $550 billion by simply applying the
current 35 percent tax rate to those overseas profits, less foreign taxes already paid.
That would pay for patching potholes and widening lanes on our nation’s clogged
highways, as well as expand job-creating public transportation to transit-starved
areas around the country. It would still leave money left over to improve
education, boost health care and otherwise strengthen families and communities.
But D.C. politicians are instead talking about giving multinational, tax-dodging
corporations a $350 billion tax break by drastically cutting the tax rate charged on
those offshore profits.

Aff – American companies frequently ‘invert’ to avoid taxes (2014)
The Economist, “Inverse Logic” Print Edition, September 20, 2014 <
http://www.economist.com/news/finance-and-economics/21618912-america-weighs-action-discouragecorporate-exodus-inverse-logic>

The incentive is simple. America taxes profits no matter where they are earned, at
a rate of 39%—higher than in any other rich country. When a company becomes
foreign through a merger, or “inverts”, it no longer owes American tax on its
foreign profit. It still owes American tax on its American profit. But that, too, can
be minimised. Often, the group can shift debt to the American unit, or have it
borrow from the foreign parent. It can then pay interest to the parent while
deducting the sums involved from its American taxes. Several studies have found
such “earnings stripping” common when companies invert. When Walgreens, an
American chemist, announced plans to merge with Swiss-based Alliance Boots,
Barclays, a bank, reckoned the move could save $783m a year in taxes in this way.
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Aff – Tax dodgers get all the benefits from taxes without paying (2014)
Bloomberg View, “The US Corporate Tax Dodge” Barry Ritholtz, July 9, 2014 <
http://www.bloombergview.com/articles/2014-07-09/the-u-s-corporate-tax-dodge>

There are several benefits these freeriders get but don't pay their fair share to
shoulder. They include: 1) Deep financial markets 2) Rule of law 3) Military
protection 4) Physical infrastructure 5) National research programs 6) Terrific
places for employees and their families to live And of course, access to the
wealthiest consumer market in the world. There are a variety of solutions to this,
none of which stand much of a chance with our do-nothing Congress. So a major
problem continues and builds, even as our decrepit infrastructure decays further
day by day.
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◈ Negative Analysis ◈
Traditionally, arguing on the negation of a bill like this is much more different than the
affirmation because most everybody can agree that certain corporations are playing
international tax laws to their favor; however, this year it may not be nearly as difficult.
Recently, the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Developed released a plan
that would attempt to end tax shelters and require companies to pay taxes in the
company where they earn profits. This plan, which was back by sixty-two governments,
companies, and non-governmental groups is the first of it’s kind and will help you
outline why this bill is unneeded now. Although the proposal is a good thing, it
certainly is not perfect, however you can argue that it outlines the need to combat this
problem on a global scale rather than solely within US borders.

◈ Negative Cards ◈
Neg – The problem is already being tackled on a global scale (2015)
Reuters “New Global tax proposals target corporate tax dodging” Tom Bergin, October 5, 2015, <
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/10/05/taxation-companies-g-idUSL5N12238H20151005>

The body that advises industrial nations on economic policy published proposals on
Monday to overhaul the way international companies are taxed in an effort to tackle
avoidance. Tight government finances and media reports on the tax structuring used
by companies including Starbucks and Google have spurred significant public anger
in Europe and the United States in recent years over tax avoidance. The Group of
20 largest economies asked the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) in 2012 to look at changing outdated tax rules that allow
multinational companies such as Apple and Vodafone to pay almost no tax on their
profits in many jurisdictions. The companies say they follow the current rules.
Unveiling its recommendations on Monday, the OECD said they represented a
fundamental shift, though critics said they did not go far enough. "The tax world
will not be the same before and after this," Pascal Saint-Amans, head of tax policy
at the OECD, told reporters.
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Neg – There is a much simpler proposal that has worked (2015)
CNN “Tax avoidance fuels global inequality” Joseph Stiglitz, October 9, 2015, <
http://www.cnn.com/2015/10/09/opinions/stiglitz-tax-avoidance-globalization/>

Another important set of reforms attempts to prevent avoidance of tax by
contracting out important business functions, such as sales and distribution
activities, to separate companies. If a company does business in a jurisdiction, it has
tax nexus — and thus, its profits are taxable by that jurisdiction. However, as long
as corporations are able to create infinite numbers of subsidiary companies,
business operations can be artificially segmented to get around nexus rules.
Moreover, the strong lobby of the technology firms blocked inclusion of digital
activities in the list of business operations that create tax nexus. New York state has
a very simple and effective approach: tax related companies within the United
States as single firms and companies that generate revenues over $1 million from
New York are taxable — regardless of the type of business activity.

Neg – This is not a problem unique to the US and thus cannot be handled by
the US alone (2015)
Oxfam International “Pulling The Plug” Briefing Note, March 2015 < http://www.taxjustice.net/wpcontent/uploads/2015/03/Oxfam-EU-Pulling-The-Plug-tax-note-March-2015.pdf>

Making tax fair is one of the key solutions if we want to tackle the growing problem
of inequality. Data from 40 countries shows the potential of well-designed,
redistributive taxation and corresponding investment by governments to reduce
income inequality driven by market conditions. Finland and Austria, for instance,
have halved income inequality thanks to progressive and effective taxation
accompanied by wise social spending. Unfortunately, at present, almost all
countries suffer from increasingly large scale tax dodging schemes used by big
multinationals and wealthy individuals. this deprives all governments of much
needed resources to finance essential services, but especially affects developing
countries. The European Union has been at the forefront of the fight against tax
dodging over the past five years. Since 2011, several tax reforms have been adopted
as first steps towards greater tax fairness. relatively good progress has been made to
tackle tax evasion of private wealth (including issues such as automatic information
exchange in Europe, and transparency of beneficial owners in the anti-money
laundering legislation).
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Neg – Due to the differences in the tax systems between countries, the only
way to stamp out the problem is through cooperation (2013)
The University of Pennsylvania Wharton School of Business, “Corporate Tax Avoidance: Can the
System Be Fixed?” June 19, 2013 < http://knowledge.wharton.upenn.edu/article/corporate-taxavoidance-can-the-system-be-fixed/>

“The whole debate only exists because the U.S., in theory, has a ‘residential’ tax
system instead of a ‘territorial’ system like many European countries,” says Kent
Smetters, Wharton professor of business economics and public policy. “Under a
territorial system, a tax is paid to a country for economic activity happening in that
country, regardless of citizenship. Under our residential system, the U.S. taxpayer
(firm or individual) is supposed to pay the U.S. tax rate, less any taxes already paid
to another country that has a territorial system, regardless of where the income is
earned. There are valid arguments for both types of tax systems, although the lack
of international parity is always a concern.” While U.S. companies are liable for
taxes on their overseas income, the system allows them to defer their U.S. taxes on
foreign income until those funds are repatriated to the United States.

Neg – Reducing our tax rate could actually cause companies to bring money
back to the United States (2013)
The University of Pennsylvania Wharton School of Business, “Corporate Tax Avoidance: Can the
System Be Fixed?” June 19, 2013 < http://knowledge.wharton.upenn.edu/article/corporate-taxavoidance-can-the-system-be-fixed/>

U.S. companies would be free to repatriate their foreign earnings at no cost. How
much could U.S. taxes be cut? According to the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development, the average corporate tax rate among industrialized
nations is between 20% and 25%. U.S. companies and business associations argue
that U.S. rates must not exceed that level if the U.S. is to be competitive worldwide.
For the time being, notes Blouin, “if we at least reduce our tax rate, companies may
be willing to bring the money back to the United States.”
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A Bill to Put America to Work
Research Compiled and Summaries Written by Matthew Magee

◈ Text of Legislation ◈

◈ General Analysis ◈
The bill at hand, while a subtle nod to the Netflix original series House of Cards, acts to
serve as a federal solution to the unemployment problem here in the United States. The
Bureau of Labor Statistics reported that the unemployment rate for September of 2015
was at 5.1%. However, Jim Clifton wrote in February at Gallup that there is an upward
number of nearly 30 million Americans, “either out of work or severely unemployed.”
The scale at which this legislation is asking for federal involvement in the workforce is
similar to that of the civil works programs that came during the New Deal Era.
The piece of legislation is allocating half a trillion dollars that would be used as
subsidies for companies that hire unemployed individuals, with half of the funding (250
Billion) towards infrastructure related jobs over the next ten years. The legislation
states that it would work with private companies and compensate them for the workers
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hired, creating a very large public private partnership that is supposed to work in a way
that should be mutually beneficial for all. Companies have more workers that they
don’t have to bill for, since they would be subsidized, and the government would have a
10 year solution to the decaying infrastructure problem that congress so far currently
hasn’t had a long term solution to.
Some will claim that this isn’t worth the cost, or simply too fictitious to work in reality,
but civil works projects have worked with success in the past, and the real debate will
be centered on if the current economic situation is worth the AmWorks gamble.

◈ Affirmative Analysis◈
Many opponents to this piece of legislation will make the claim that the current
economic growth and decrease in the unemployment rate give no warrant to this
massive civil works project, but the unemployment rate shouldn’t be the only economic
indicator to ignore this bill. The labor force participation rate is at an all time low, and
with the current state of decaying economic infrastructure, it is important to keep the
human cost of ignoring the problem of poor infrastructure in mind. This piece of
legislation will help not only spur employment and economic growth, but should be
treated as a vital investment in the American economy. After all, with better roads,
bridges and dams, both the government and private sector would expect better returns
on their investment.

◈ Affirmative Cards ◈
Aff – More Americans than ever are leaving the workforce, and the
country’s labor force participation rate is at an all time low. (2015)
US News and World Report "Where are all the workers?" Andrew Soergel, July 16t 2015
<http://www.usnews.com/news/the-report/articles/2015/07/16/unemployment-is-low-but-more-workersare-leaving-the-workforce>

And yet Americans are actually trickling out of work at an alarming rate. The
country's labor force participation rate – which measures the share of Americans at
least 16 years old who are either employed or actively looking for work – dipped
last month to a 38-year low, clocking in at an underwhelming 62.6 percent.
Unemployed individuals who haven't actively looked for a job in the last four
weeks, for any number of reasons, actually slip away from the Labor Department's
unemployment calculations. So although the unemployment rate ticked down to a
seven-year low of 5.3 percent in June, that number didn't do justice to the 640,000
individuals who exited the labor market last month and the nearly 94 million people
who were neither employed nor looking for work.
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Aff – America’s transportation infrastructure is decaying and needs
rapid repair. (2014)
CBS News "Falling Apart: America’s Neglected Infrastructure" Steve Kroft, November 23rd
2014 <http://www.cbsnews.com/news/falling-apart-america-neglected-infrastructure>

Tens of millions of American cross over bridges every day without giving it
much thought, unless they hit a pothole. But the infrastructure problem goes
much deeper than pavement. It goes to crumbling concrete and corroded steel
and the fact that nearly 70,000 bridges in America -- one out of every nine -is now considered to be structurally deficient. And the U.S., which used to
have the finest infrastructure in the world, is now ranked 16th according to the
World Economic Forum, behind Iceland, Spain, Portugal and the United Arab
Emirates.
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Aff – The most recent highway bill is nothing close to a solution. (2015)
The Heritage Foundation "The House Just Passed Another Bailout, This Time for Highways and Transit"
Michael Sargent, November 5, 2015 <http://dailysignal.com/2015/11/05/the-house-just-passed-anotherbailout-this-time-for-highways-and-transit//>

The six-year, $325 billion bill, reauthorizes highway and transit funding from the federal
Highway Trust Fund that was set to expire on November 20th. The bill is being heralded as
no less than a historic “long-term” measure, emerging after “ten years of short-term bandaids and extensions.”
And the dirty secret about the bill? It’s not a fully-funded six year measure. In just three
years, Congress will be required to bail the trust fund out yet again after it chews up the
latest general fund infusion, adding further to the $73 billion in bailouts the fund has
required since 2008. This is just another patch, albeit on a larger scale.

Aff – The lack of investment in infrastructure comes at high human cost.
(2015)
The New York Times "Human Cost Rises as Old Bridges, Dams and Roads go Unrepaired" Ron Nixon,
2015<http://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/06/us/politics/human-cost-rises-as-old-bridges-dams-and-roadsgo-unrepaired.html?_r=0>

The problem extends beyond roads. Research by the National Transportation Safety
Board shows that since 2004, about 77 deaths and 1,400 injuries could have been
prevented if railroads had installed a safety system known as Positive Train Control.
That includes an Amtrak train derailment in May that killed eight people and
injured hundreds more in Philadelphia.

Aff – Outside of just human deaths, other debilitating conditions also come
from our lack of infrastructure funding. (2015)
The New York Times "Human Cost Rises as Old Bridges, Dams and Roads go Unrepaired" Ron Nixon,
2015<http://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/06/us/politics/human-cost-rises-as-old-bridges-dams-and-roadsgo-unrepaired.html?_r=0>

According to the most recent annual survey by the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, outbreaks of disease related to drinking water caused 431 cases of
illness, 102 hospitalizations and 14 deaths, many linked to aging and crumbling
water systems. An independent study in 2008 suggested that the problem could be
much larger because many such illnesses are not reported.
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◈ Negative Analysis ◈
The key argument that needs to be made is on two fronts. The first one being is that the
American economy is on the upswing, with a lower unemployment rate and an increase
of job growth, as well as decrease in joblessness claims. The second is that congress has
recently passed a highway funding bill that pits over 300 billion dollars over the next
several years. The affirmative will argue that the bill will solve for American
unemployment as well as decaying infrastructure, but there are better policy
alternatives, and the current state of American infrastructure is beginning to improve.

◈ Negative Cards ◈
Neg – American infrastructure as not as bad as it appears to be. (2013)
The Washington Post "America’s Infrastructure gets a D+. That’s not as bad as it sounds." Brad Plumer,
March 19 2013 <https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2013/03/19/good-news-americasinfrastructure-is-now-5-percent-less-shoddy/>

From reading past reports, you'd get the impression that it's a miracle the United
States is even a functioning country. And it's hardly surprising that an engineering
group is in favor of trillions in additional spending on civil-engineering projects.
For the first time in 15 years, the grade for U.S. infrastructure rose, from a D to a
D+. And six areas have seen improvement since 2009, including roads, bridges,
rail, drinking water, solid waste disposal and wastewater treatment.

Neg – Large civil works projects have their flaws, just look to the New Deal
(2010)
Foundation for Economic Education "FDR's Folly: How Roosevelt and His New Deal Prolonged the
Great Depression" Burton Folsom, July 6th 2010 <http://fee.org/freeman/fdrs-folly-how-roosevelt-andhis-new-deal-prolonged-the-great-depression/>

On May 6, 1939, Henry Morgenthau, Roosevelt’s treasury secretary, confirmed the
total failure of the New Deal to stop the Great Depression: “We are spending more
than we have ever spent before and it does not work. . . . I say after eight years of
this Administration we have just as much unemployment as when we started. . . .
And an enormous debt to boot!” In 1939, after almost two full terms of Roosevelt
and his New Deal, unemployment had not dropped, but had risen to 17.2 percent.
Almost nine and one-half million Americans were unemployed.
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Neg – Attempting to correct to mass unemployment can have serious
unintended consequences. (2015)
Vox "Frank Underwood's jobs plan on House of Cards is bonkers" Danielle Kurtzleben, March 2nd
2015 <http://www.vox.com/2015/3/2/8129233/house-of-cards-america-works>

There's another big problem with trying to push unemployment too low: inflation
could spike. Many economists believe that if you push unemployment below a
certain level — the NAIRU (or non-accelerating inflation rate of unemployment) —
you will get runaway inflation.
Why would this happen? If the unemployment rate drops too low, employers are
competing for fewer and fewer job candidates, which mean wages would start to
rise and rise, leading to higher prices, which in turn could lead to a wage-price
spiral. To see how this works on a smaller scale, look at stories about western North
Dakota during the recent oil boom — Walmart there paid a starting wage of $17 per
hour in part because they had to compete for workers.

Neg – Government involvement in the economy has several negative
connotations both socially and politically. (2011)
Forbes "Why Government Spending Is Bad For Our Economy" Jim Powell, October 13th 2011
<http://www.forbes.com/sites/realspin/2011/10/13/why-government-spending-is-bad-for-our-economy/>

Economists James Gwartney, Randall Holcombe and Robert Lawson reported:
“Evidence illustrates that there is a persistent robust negative relationship between
the level (and expansion of) government expenditures and the growth of GDP. Our
findings indicate that a 10% increase in government expenditures as a percent of
GDP results in approximately a 1 percentage point reduction in GDP growth.”
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Neg – Other mass transportation policies have been met with massive
failures and negative consequences (2014)
Georgetown Public Policy Review "THE NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE BANK: A CURE-ALL FOR
AMERICA’S INFRASTRUCTURE WOES?
" Dennis Lytton, Feb. 26th 2014 <http://gppreview.com/2014/02/26/the-national-infrastructure-bank-acure-all-for-americas-infrastructure-woes/>

Several negative consequences could follow from the mismatch of attempting to
graft a large infrastructure bank process onto a deficient public financing system.
These include:
Pushing off raising taxes onto state and local governments. States and local
jurisdictions likely have practical political and macroeconomic constraints to their
ability to raise revenue that the federal government does not.
Excessive reliance on P3 concessionaire structures for public infrastructure and
finance likely have political limits both locally and nationally. A recent P3 deal for
high-speed rail in Taiwan met ridership projections but the private financing was
excessively leveraged vis-à-vis the public component, requiring a government
buyout of the consortium.
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A Bill to Tax Corporate Use of Water
Research Compiled and Summaries Written by Nicholas Aranda

◈ Text of Legislation◈

◈ General Analysis◈
Freshwater scarcity is a huge problem for not only the United States, but the entire
world. At the current rate of water usage, American experts suggest that within 70 years
water shortage will be a more serious issue facing the country than any other due to a
drastic lack of an essential resource. Large corporations are some of the largest users of
freshwater in America. This bill aims to impose a tax on water usage by American
corporations. Really it's basic economics 101: if you raise the price of a commodity,
then people will use less of it. The affirmative has the advantage of arguing for an
economic method that works virtually everywhere it's implemented. However the
negative can focus on the issues of will the rate be enough, is it targeting the right
people, and other logistics of the bill itself.

◈ Affirmative Analysis ◈
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The affirmative certainly has the easier argument here. A commodity tax implemented
for the hope of seeing a decrease in consumption is an economically sound practice.
The affirmative speaker should show that a corporate tax is necessary due to the large
usage of water by corporations, and the need to further fund conservation research.
Additionally, it must be shown that a tax would be effective in usage reduction, if this
is done effectively then the chamber has an easy affirmative vote.

◈ Affirmative Cards ◈
Aff – The federal government has an obligation to preserve water as a
scarce resource (2009)
Northwestern journal of Law and Social politics, “The water Exercise tax: preserving a necessary
resource volume 4”, Thomas Lee, Nw. J. L. & Soc. Pol’y., 2009,
<http://scholarlycommons.law.northwestern.edu/njlsp/vol4/iss1/10>

Though few may realize it, the United States and the majority of the developed
countries in the world are quickly running out of one of the most essential
resources for life as we know it: water. The simple fact is that water is a limited
resource and it is taken for granted in almost every sector in which it is used. In
order to preserve the availability of drinking water to the general public, the
federal government has an obligation to take aggressive steps to put in place
regulatory incentives which will promote self-regulation in the water resources
market. We are already starting to see the effects of the depletion of our natural
water sources. Droughts are starting to cause serious problems in the Southwest
where increased population growth has strained and even exceeded the resources
available. California and its neighboring states continue to face serious threats of
catastrophic fires as falling water tables create more dry fuel for each year’s
conflagration.
This card shows that the United States had pressure from major institutions to take
legal action even back in 2009, the need for action is now far more significant than it
was back during the original publication.
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Aff – Freshwater Conservation and production research is essential for the
future success of US corporations (2015)
Growing Blue®, “Economic Implication of conservation”, Growing Blue, 2015,
<http://growingblue.com/implications-of-growth/economic-implications/>

Without water, neither small businesses nor major global industries can function.
Not family farms or major agribusinesses. Not energy production facilities or
computer manufacturers or steel companies. Similarly, poor water quality, or
limited or unreliable access to water means higher costs for all businesses – and all
consumers. Water scarcity means greater risks for a community’s long-term
viability and a negative impact on their competitiveness. It also means that a
community’s ability to grow and create jobs is at risk. Regardless of whether water
has become the new oil, one thing is certain: water is ironically both taken for
granted and serves as the engine of our economy. If not properly managed, water
scarcity will directly affect the local ability to grow and create jobs.

Aff – A corporate water tax will economically pressure major “fracking”
companies to use less water (2015)
American Chemical Society, “How much water do U.S. fracking operations really use?”, September 16,
2015 <http://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/pressroom/presspacs/2015/acs-presspac-september-162015/how-much-water-do-u-s-fracking-operations-really-use.html>

The researchers culled data from multiple sources, including government agencies
and industry. They estimated that energy companies consumed nearly 250 billion
gallons of water between 2005 and 2014 for hydraulic fracturing. This is more
water per unit of energy produced than conventional oil and gas exploration
requires for drilling and cementing wells. But underground coal and uranium
mining, as well as enhanced oil recovery, use about two-and-a-half to 13 times
more water per unit of energy produced.
Use this card to illustrate the large number quantity of water used by a specific
corporation along with the evidence on how taxes reduce consumer consumption and
usage.
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Aff – Taxing a commodity results in a decreased usage of that commodity
(2015)
Bismarck Tribune, “Water tax best response to California's drought”, Edward Lotterman, economist
Edward Lotterman teaches and writes in St. Paul, Minn., Feburary 2nd, 2014
<http://bismarcktribune.com/news/columnists/ed-lotterman/water-tax-best-response-to-california-sdrought/article_a40ad270-89c7-11e3-a2b5-0019bb2963f4.html>

So why do economists continue to agree on the importance raising price via a tax?
Why is it still prescribed in all the textbooks? Why not rules restricting specific
water uses? The answer is the same one made against central planning in general.
Given a lack of information, it is impossible for some planner to make sound
decisions for the economy as a whole about what to produce, or how, using which
resources or to whom it should be sold. And the cost of policing restrictions on such
use would be enormous. So governments resort to limits on a handful of visible
public uses. But households also could do all sorts of things behind closed doors,
from shorter showers and fewer but larger loads of laundry, to peeling potatoes in a
basin of water rather than under a running tap. Command and control cannot affect
these uses, but people would respond to higher prices. And when one moves from
household uses of water to commercial ones, the alternatives multiply many times
over. Economists’ consensus solution would be for the state to impose a tax.

Aff – Water research and development projects create economic stimulus
and increase job availability (2015)

Pacific Institute, “Sustainable Water Jobs: A National Assessment Of Water-Related Green Job
Opportunities”., Catalina Garzón, program director, 2015, <http://pacinst.org/issues/economic-justiceand-the-green-economy/green-jobs-and-water/>

The transition toward more sustainable approaches to managing, delivering, and
treating freshwater involves workers in many different sectors of the economy and
shifts in markets, occupations, and jobs created. Twenty-first century water
challenges require sustainable measures such as low-impact development, water
reuse, watershed restoration, water conservation and efficiency, and many other
proven and promising practices. There is additional need for major investments in
the nation’s aging infrastructure for wastewater, stormwater, and drinking water
along with ongoing operation and maintenance to sustain that infrastructure.
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◈ Negative Analysis ◈
The negation speaker will most likely face more challenges than the affirmative simply
because water scarcity is a real problem. The negation will find that the stronger
arguments are made when they stray from arguing about the legitimacy of water
scarcity as a problem, but rather focus more on logistics of the bill and call into
question its efficiency.

◈ Negative Cards ◈
Neg – A corporate water tax disproportionally targets farmers leaving them
at an economic disadvantage (2015)
U.S. Department Of The Interior, “Irrigation Water Use”, authored by the USGS Water Science School,
July 30th, 2015 <http://water.usgs.gov/edu/wuir.html>

Throughout the world, irrigation (water for agriculture, or growing crops) is
probably the most important use (except for drinking and washing a smelly dog,
perhaps). Estimates vary, but about 70 percent of all the world's freshwater
withdrawals go towards irrigation uses. Large-scale farming could not provide
food for the world's large populations without the irrigation of crop fields by water
gotten from rivers, lakes, reservoirs, and wells. Without irrigation, crops could
never be grown in the deserts of California, Israel, or my tomato patch.

Neg – A tax on organic goods would be more effective (2015)
National Review Online, “How Taxing Organic Products Could Solve California’s Water Shortage”,
Terry L. Anderson, Henry I. Miller, May 18th, 2015
<http://www.nationalreview.com/article/418509/taxing-solution-californias-taxing-water-shortage-henryi-miller>

One of the few things economists can agree on is that increasing the price of a
good will decrease the quantity demanded. For this reason, virtually every policy
wonk who worries about global warming agrees that pricing carbon with a
revenue-neutral carbon tax is a way to get us out of our cars and onto our bikes.
Similarly, water-policy analysts agree that California’s thirst for water won’t be
significantly reduced until consumers are faced with a more realistic price for the
“clear gold.” In that spirit, we propose a revenue-neutral tax on all organic
products — food, linens, clothing, pillows, tobacco, etc. How will taxing organic
products help to conserve water? The answer is that organic agriculture uses more
of critical inputs — labor, land, and water — than conventional agriculture.
Taxation would reduce the demand for water-wasting organic products relative to
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non-organic alternatives, and thereby reduce some of the pressure on California’s
dwindling water supplies.

Neg – Water scarcity solutions only need to be applied to dry states- (2014)
Know More, “America’s driest states use the most water”, October 27, 2014
<http://knowmore.washingtonpost.com/2014/10/27/americas-driest-states-use-the-most-water/>

Per capita water use is highest in the states that are most affected by the current
drought, including Nevada, Idaho and Utah, according to a report from the
Brookings Institution’s Hamilton Project. The trend is mainly due to one thing:
outdoor watering. In California, for example, more than half of residential water is
used outdoors. The report shows that population growth has been highest in
America’s driest states.
Use this card to show that this bill is a great idea, however, it only needs to be
implemented in the areas that need it. It shouldn't interfere with the day to day lives of
businesses that don't suffer the same level of water scarcity.

Neg – Another tax imposition on businesses will harm small business growth
and development (2012)
CNS News, “CBO: Regulations, Taxes Can Hurt Small Businesses”, March 15,2012
<http://cnsnews.com/news/article/cbo-regulations-taxes-can-hurt-small-businesses>

A CBO report published March 12 examines the job-creation records of small
businesses and the federal regulatory and tax environments they face. It finds that
small businesses create more jobs faster than their larger counterparts, but often
face pressures arising from federal tax and regulatory policy.
“The ability of all firms to expand or become more efficient – that is, to produce
goods and services in a more cost-effective way – is influenced by federal policies
that determine the taxes those firms pay, the availability of credit, the regulations
with which they must comply, and other factors,” the CBO said.
Those policies, particularly taxes and regulations, can have a large impact on how
small firms operate and whether they are able to grow or not.
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Neg – Farm subsidies and tax deductions make it impossible to solve water
scarcity through a tax (2014)
Mises Institute, “Water Subsidies and Shortages in the American West”, Ryan Mcmaken, October 15,
2013 <https://mises.org/library/water-subsidies-and-shortages-american-west>

Water shortages occur in the West not because too many people are flushing their
toilets too often, but because agriculture, heavily subsidized through cheap water
made possible by the federal government, continues to grow crops in places that
would never support agriculture on a similar scale in a free market. Indeed,
agriculture uses well over 80 percent of all the water used in Western states, and
most of that water is stored, pumped, and diverted using dams, pumps, and
aqueducts paid for by the U.S. taxpayer. As a result, growers don’t have to face the
real-life costs of transporting water to their farms. They only need consider the
subsidized price.
This card shows that the bill can’t solve for water scarcity through a tax unless farm
subsidies are reformed. In many areas farmers who qualify are exempt from paying
taxes on commodities needed to farm, or are given subsidies to cover those tax costs.
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A Bill to Boost the Housing Market
Research Compiled and Summaries Written by Sophia Zupanc

◈ Text of Legislation ◈

◈ General Analysis ◈
Bills like this can be quite daunting at first glance. Many of the topics that this bill
includes are not offhand knowledge to many high school debaters because mortgage
policy is can be complex and quite confusing. To help you understand this bill, I am
first going to explain Federal Housing Administration mortgage loans. The Federal
Housing Administration (FHA) gives out loans that serve as an alternative to USDA
loans or conventional mortgage. While they are popular because of their traditionally
low rates, a 3.5% down payment, and give homeowners the ability refinance without
appraisal, they can be very costly. The two types of loans that the FHA give out are the
Upfront Mortgage Insurance Premium (URMIP) and the annual Mortgage Insurance
Premium (MIP). Every homeowner that is insured by a FHA loan is required to pay
both insurance types. The UFMIP is called the upfront premium because it is paid at
closing. The annual mortgage insurance premium (MIP) is required for all FHA
mortgages and is paid monthly. The amount that a person pays is based on the specifics
of their loan and when their loan began.
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◈ Affirmative Analysis ◈
It’s easy to think that this legislation may be unneeded—the housing market is the
strongest it’s been since 2008 and our economy is stronger as well, but, as the
affirmative debater, you need to point out that our housing market is still not strong
enough to support many Americans and explain the way that this bill will boost it. The
thought behind this legislation is that by getting rid of the upfront mortgage premium,
more people will be able to mortgage a home. You need to clearly show that the
housing market and our economy would benefit from this increase in ownership.

◈ Affirmative Cards ◈
Aff – Experts say that the market is ready for a loan reduction (2015)
Housingwire, “Community lednders call on FHA to cut mortgage insurance premiums, again” Ben Lane,
28 October 2015 < http://www.housingwire.com/articles/35478-community-lenders-call-on-fha-to-cutinsurance-premiums-to-pre-crisis-level>

Citing the strength of the Mutual Mortgage Insurance Fund, the Federal Housing
Administration in January cut its annual mortgage insurance premiums by 50 basis
points, from 1.35% to 0.85%, but one group is now calling on the FHA to reduce its
insurance premiums even further – to pre-crisis levels. In a letter sent to the FHA’s
acting commissioner, Ed Golding, the Community Home Lenders Association asks
the FHA to drop its insurance premiums by another 30 basis points, to 0.55%.

Aff – Mortgage Rates are not expected to decrease in 2016, but the market
would benefit from it (2015)
The Mortgage Reports, “FHA Lowers Its Mortgage Insurance Premiums (MIP) For All New Loans”
multiple authors, 26 January 2015 < http://themortgagereports.com/17092/fha-mortgage-insurancepremiums-mip-change-2015>

“Therefore, we expect the mid-November actuarial report will show that the
FHA’s financial health continues to improve but we do not believe that this will
translate to further pricing reductions in 2016,” Boltansky continued. “Our sense is
that the FHA is unlikely to materially alter its current pricing structure as
policymakers appear content with its current market share and administration
officials would prefer to avoid the political pushback that would come in the wake
of another premium cut.” But the CHLA believes that further rate cut would the
FHA’s reserves would actually grow with an additional rate cut. “We would like to
point out that even with such a step, FHA ‘upfront ‘premiums would still exceed
levels in place before the 2008 housing crisis, particularly for lower FICO score
borrowers,” the CHLA said. “Moreover, budget projections show that FHA
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reserves – and its Net Worth – will continue to grow substantially, even with the
premium reduction CHLA is suggesting.”

Aff – In the face of increasing mortgage rates, we need to boost the housing
market (2015)
The Christian Science Monitor “How will rising interest rates (really) affect you?” Chistine Maza, 29
July 2015 <http://www.csmonitor.com/Business/2015/0729/How-will-rising-interest-rates-really-affectyou>

Most analysts believe that rising interest rates ultimately lead to higher mortgage
rates, which means aspiring homeowners should expect to pay more over the
course of their mortgage. That could price some people out of the market.
Moreover, interest rate movement also impacts the rental market, so even people
without a mortgage will notice the change.

Aff – The Fed’s rising interest rates could cause a slump in housing demand
(2015)
The Christian Science Monitor “How will rising interest rates (really) affect you?” Chistine Maza, 29
July 2015 <http://www.csmonitor.com/Business/2015/0729/How-will-rising-interest-rates-really-affectyou>

“If you’re just sort of getting your feet underneath you from 2008-2009, and
you’re thinking, ‘ok, I can afford to buy a house now’, then rates move up a
percent, a percent and a half, or two percent, which would be sort of normal,
you’ve suddenly been completely priced out of the neighborhood you thought you
could purchase in, or perhaps the neighborhood you’re renting in,” says Mr.
Richards.

Aff – Home sales are likely to go up this year (2015)
Time Magazine, “What to expect form the housing market in 2015” Jed Kolko, 29 December 2014, <
http://time.com/money/3629800/housing-outlook-2015/>

Consumers are as optimistic about the housing market as at any point since the
recovery started. Nearly three-quarters — 74% — of respondents agreed that home
ownership was part of achieving their personal American Dream, the same level as
in our 2013 Q4 survey and slightly above the levels of the three previous years. For
young adults, the dream has revived: 78% of 18-34 year-olds answered yes to our
American Dream question, up from 73% in 2013 Q4 and a low of 65% in 2011 Q3.
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◈ Negative Analysis ◈
In the face of increasing interest rates by the Fed, perhaps this bill isn't a great idea.
Many economists have speculated that an increase in the rates by the Federal Reserve
will actually help boost the housing market on their own. This is because the housing
market is strong now than it has been in recent years. As a negative debater you should
point that very crucial fact out and use it to argue against this legislation.

◈ Negative Cards ◈
Neg – FHA loan rates are already the lowest in recent history (2015)
The Mortgage Reports, “FHA Lowers Its Mortgage Insurance Premiums (MIP) For All New Loans”
multiple authors, 26 January 2015 < http://themortgagereports.com/17092/fha-mortgage-insurancepremiums-mip-change-2015>

The FHA showed a positive balance in its capital reserves last year, marking the
first time since that the agency's reserves increased on a year-over-year basis since
2006. In response, the FHA lowered its annual MIP by 50 basis points (0.50%) on
all new 30-year loans. The move comes at a time when current mortgage rates are
near a two-year low. Today's home buyers can reasonably lock an FHA mortgage
rate near 3.375 percent and, assuming a 30-year fixed rate loan with minimal
downpayment, an annual MIP rate of 0.85 percent. The effective annual FHA
mortgage interest rate, therefore, is nearer to 4.25%, a rate which is not only low
by historical standards, but far below what an FHA borrower would have paid just
six months ago. FHA loans are now the cheapest they've been in history.

Neg – Many families are benefiting from the current mortgage policies
(2015)
The Mortgage Reports, “FHA Lowers Its Mortgage Insurance Premiums (MIP) For All New Loans”
multiple authors, 26 January 2015 < http://themortgagereports.com/17092/fha-mortgage-insurancepremiums-mip-change-2015>

The CHLA also cited those increases as a sign of the FHA fund’s health. “As a
result of the premium reduction, more qualified families were able to buy a home
and existing homeowners enjoyed substantial savings through refinances,” the
CHLA said in its letter. “Compared to the first six months of 2014, FHA 2015
purchase volume in the same period is 24% higher and total volume is up 50%.
Through June 30, FHA had endorsed 735,000 loans, almost as many as in all of
FY 2014.”

40

Neg – The Fed’s increased interest rates are actually a good thing for the
housing market (2015)
Forbes “Raising Rates Can Be Good For The Housing Market” Mark Fleming, 7 April 2015 <
http://www.forbes.com/sites/realspin/2015/04/07/raising-rates-can-be-good-for-the-housing-market/>

More generally, the housing market is forging ahead on the strength of an
improving economy. Just look at the last year. Between February 2014 and
February 2015, the number of new homes sold rose by rose by 24.8%. Existinghome sales were up were up 4.7% over the same period. Best of all, the median
existing-home price was nearly $203,000 in February 2015—more than 7% higher
than it was the year before. Put another way, the housing market is healthier than it
has been at any point in recent memory. There is no better time for the Federal
Reserve to end this unprecedented period of low interest rates.

Neg – We don’t need this bill to boost the housing market (2015)
BankingMyWay, “Why price boost at lower end of housing market is good for everyone” Jeff Brown,
2015 < http://www.bankingmyway.com/real-estate/why-price-boost-lower-end-housing-market-is-goodeveryone>

With more homes for sale, potential buyers have more choices, causing more of
them to get into the market. And many people selling low-end homes are likely to
buy homes costing a bit more. Rising rents are encouraging many renters to buy,
Zillow says."More lower-end home sellers will help meet demand from entry-level
buyers, and these sellers in turn will re-enter the market in search of a slightly
pricier home, which will entice more middle- and upper-tier sellers to list their
homes," Humphries says.

Neg – The low end housing market has already recovered (2015)
BankingMyWay, “Why price boost at lower end of housing market is good for everyone” Jeff Brown,
2015 < http://www.bankingmyway.com/real-estate/why-price-boost-lower-end-housing-market-is-goodeveryone>

Fortunately, it is. A report from Zillow.com, the data and home-sales site, says the
low-end market is recovering nicely, with prices in the cheapest third of the market
growing by 6.8% in 2014. While that's just a tad higher than the 6.6% gain for all
homes, it is encouraging because until last year the low-end market has been
slower to rebound.

A Resolution to Ratify the Ottawa Treaty
Research Compiled and Summaries Written by Matthew Magee
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◈ Text of Legislation◈

◈ General Analysis◈
The United States is one of the many major world powers not to ratify and enforce the
Ottawa treaty, also known as the Mine Ban Treaty, which prohibits the use, stockpiling,
production, and transfer of anti-personnel mines. Other nations, such as Russia, China,
Israel, Pakistan, haven’t ratified the treaty either. The United States’ reasoning against
ratification has been its current landmine usage along the Demilitarized Zone on the
border between North and South Korea. Since its global enforcement since 1999, the
United States has faced criticism from human rights advocates across the globe on its
lack or ratification. The legislation is declaring that the United States ratify the Ottawa
Treaty and become a global face for human rights.

◈ Affirmative Analysis ◈
The main push for the ratification for the United States to ratify the Mine Ban Treaty is
that with one of the largest world powers, both economically and militarily, continues
to use a weapon of war that has maimed and killed thousands, often civilians and
children, in both the developing world and former war-torn nations. Despite changes in
the US policy towards landmine and anti-personnel usage, the ratification of this treaty
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would serve as a global precedent, like other world powers, such as China and Russia to
also follow the United States’ lead and join with most of the world that has barred the
usage of such weapons.

◈ Affirmative Cards ◈
Aff – Changes in landmine policy have renewed needs to ratify (2014)
Human Rights First "Ottawa Convention Ratification Urged as U.S. Makes Welcome Landmine Policy
Shift" Robyn Lieberman, June 27th, 2014 <http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/press-release/ottawaconvention-ratification-urged-us-makes-welcome-landmine-policy-shift>

Human Rights First notes that the United States’ commitment to end the use of
APLs should be enshrined in law through the ratification of the Ottawa Convention.
That step would demonstrate American leadership in the effort to eradicate
landmines worldwide and show a commitment to advancing international policies
that protect human rights.
"American leadership on human rights is undermined when it refuses to ratify key
international treaties and frameworks, including the Ottawa Convention, the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women
(CEDAW), the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), and
the Convention on the Rights of the Child,” said Lieberman.

Aff –The long term dangers of landmines demand ratification (2014)
Deutsche Welle "Landmines more dangerous the older they get" Christoph Ricking, April 4th 2014
<http://www.dw.com/en/landmines-more-dangerous-the-older-they-get/a-17537783>

Mines become more dangerous the older they get. A landmine always contains an
amount of TNT or another explosive mixture, RDX. These explosives lose their
flexibility over time, making the material become unstable. Sometimes a bit of
friction will be enough to cause the detonation. That means these mines can be in
the ground for 80 or 90 years and still be dangerous.

Aff – US already pursuing policies join the Ottawa treaty (2014)
New York Times "U.S. Lays Groundwork to Reduce Land Mines and Join Global Treaty" Rick
Gladstone, June 27th 2014 <http://www.nytimes.com/2014/06/28/us/us-to-cut-its-land-minestockpile.html?_r=0>

After five years of study, the Obama administration put the United States on a
course Friday to eventually sign the global treaty that bans antipersonnel land
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mines, announcing steps that will gradually reduce the American stockpile and find
ways to adjust for any military disadvantage in purging the weapons.
The announcement, made on the final day of a conference in Maputo, Mozambique,
assessing the progress of the 15-year-old treaty, was a modest surprise to
disarmament advocates. They had grown frustrated with what they viewed as the
administration’s ambivalence on the treaty, known as the Ottawa Convention,
which 161 nations have signed.

Aff – Legislative pressures exist to pursue ratification. (2010)
United States Senate "The Way Forward On Anti-Personnel Landmines" Patrick Leahy, May 18th 2010
<https://www.leahy.senate.gov/press/the-way-forward-on-anti-personnel-landmines>

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, earlier today I, along with 67 other Senators, sent a
letter to President Obama on an issue that has concerned the Congress since the late
1980s.
Our letter, signed by more than two-thirds of the Senate, commends the President
for conducting a comprehensive review of the U.S. Government's policy on
antipersonnel mines. That review has been underway for some time, and I expect it
will be completed later this summer.
It has involved consultations with the Department of Defense including active and
retired U.S. military officers, the Department of State including current and former
U.S. diplomats, key military allies, and humanitarian and arms control
organizations. The review has examined the historical record, asked rigorous
questions, and solicited a wide range of views.
I want to thank the Senators who joined me and Senator Voinovich in signing this
letter, which states our belief that through a thorough, deliberative review the
administration can identify any obstacles to joining the Ottawa Treaty banning the
production, use, transfer and stockpiling of antipersonnel mines, and develop a plan
to overcome them as soon as possible.

Aff – International policies like the Mine Ban Treaty are good for healthy
global co-operation (2015)
The Boston Globe "Ctrl+Shift+V Article_Title" Lloyd Axwrothy, October 15th 2015
<https://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/2015/10/15/how-landmines-paved-way-forreform/P9SHZFQcE0ygLDxjXkS6mN/story.html>
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This innovative form of cooperation began in 1994, and slowly, a division of
responsibilities emerged. On one hand, NGOs lent considerable expertise and the
appearance of democratic legitimacy to the negotiations — as well as the ability to
shame governments. On the other, progressive governments would press key policy
issues in the intergovernmental negotiations and eventually use resources at their
disposal to convene states to sign the treaty. Eventually, 162 states would become
parties to the agreement.
The Ottawa process also, however, turned out to be a new model for partnership —
one that the United Nations, at age 70, must note
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◈ Negative Analysis ◈
The United States has changed its policies towards landmine usage, both the George W.
Bush and the Obama administration have modified landmine policies that almost mirror
exactly the treaty. Given that the United States has planned on eliminating landmine
usage everywhere save along the DMZ and no longer use or carry anti-personnel
landmines. Given that the recent changes to the landmine usage, the need to ratify the
Mine Ban Treaty is close to none.

◈ Negative Cards◈
Neg – Our defense commitments to our allies prevent treaty ratification
(2014)
Reuters "U.S. says will abide by Mine Ban Treaty except on Korean Peninsula" David Alexander,
September 23 2014 <http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/09/23/us-usa-defense-landminesidUSKCN0HI1U920140923#VLyu9Ah3CdFbKgAy.97>

The United States edged closer on Tuesday to compliance with the international
treaty banning anti-personnel landmines, saying it would abide by key requirements
of the 1999 accord everywhere except on the Korean Peninsula.
"Outside of the unique circumstances of the Korean Peninsula, where we have a
longstanding commitment to the defense of our ally South Korea, the United States
will not use anti-personnel landmines," President Barack Obama told an audience at
the Clinton Global Initiative in New York.

Neg – Landmines are still strategically necessary (2014)
US News and World Report "Obama is Playing Politics with Landmines" Lamont Colucci, July 18th
2014 <http://www.usnews.com/opinion/blogs/world-report/2014/07/18/obamas-anti-landmine-ottawaconvention-campaign-is-just-about-politics>

The administration failed to make the case that it was willing to sign the treaty, but
only with specific reservations, primarily due to the political and military realities
on the Korean peninsula. A NATO study concluded that there is currently no
substitute for landmines in five key military areas: protecting key points, such as
base camps and command and control installations, defending against mass infantry
assaults, defending against infiltration by dismounted infantry, providing a tactical
obstacle on the battlefield to delay and pin down the enemy, and protecting antitank minefields from being easily breached by enemy forces.
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Neg – The United States is already moving towards the Ottawa Treaty,
ratification isn’t necessary. (2014)
Deutsche Welle "US 'diligently pursuing solutions' to join anti-landmine Ottawa Convention" June 27th 2014
<http://www.dw.com/en/us-diligently-pursuing-solutions-to-join-anti-landmine-ottawa-convention/a-17743031>

The US delegation at a conference focused on landmines in Maputo, Mozambique,
said on Friday that the country was looking for ways to join the 15-year-old
international treaty banning anti-personnel mine usage.
"Our delegation in Maputo made clear that we are diligently pursuing solutions that
would be compliant with and ultimately allow the United States to accede to the
Ottawa Convention," National Security Council spokeswoman Caitlin Hayden said.
In total 161 countries have signed up to the Ottawa Treaty; only 36 UN members
are not party to the accord, but permanent Security Council members the US, China
and Russia are among their ranks.

Neg – The US already practices a safe landmine policy (2012)
The Los Angeles Times "Why hasn’t the US signed an international ban on landmines?” Emily Alpert,
April 5th 2012 <http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/world_now/2012/04/mine-treaty-us-ottawaconvention.html>

In an online op-ed, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Richard G. Kidd IV argued
that the U.S. retained the right to use land mines to defend its soldiers, but would
ensure no mines were ever left behind afterward to threaten civilians, a likely
allusion to the use of smart mines instead of dumb ones. A National Research
Council report argued that the weapons were "militarily advantageous and safe.
They achieve desired military objectives without endangering U.S. war fighters or
noncombatants more than other weap
ons of war." Land mine opponents argue that smart mines do not always deactivate.
Even if they do, they can injure anyone who runs across them while they are active,
activists say.
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Neg – Ottawa treaty would stop military from keeping leading edge (2015)
The Heritage Foundation "The U.S. Should Oppose the U.N.’s Attempt to Ban Autonomous Weapons"
Steven Groves, March 5, 2015 <http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2015/03/the-us-should-oppose-the-uns-attempt-toban-autonomous-weapons>

As many as 40 nations are currently developing military robotics. Some weapons
already in use may be considered “autonomous” (or may be easily modified to be
autonomous). Once activated, lethal autonomous weapons systems (LAWS) can
select and engage targets without further human input. As the prevalence of LAWS
has grown, so has a concerted effort to ban them. The United Nations, NGOs, and
even some nations have coalesced to ensure that LAWS are no longer developed or
deployed by any nation. These parties will meet in April 2015 at the Convention on
Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW) in Geneva. The United States should attend
the CCW and make clear that it has no intention of banning LAWS or supporting a
moratorium on their development. The United States should oppose attempts at the
CCW to ban LAWS, and should continue to develop LAWS in a responsible
manner in order to keep U.S. armed forces at the leading edge of military
technology.
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A Bill to Diminish the Islamic State’s
Power in Syria
Research Compiled and Summaries Written by Sophia Zupanc

◈ Text of Legislation◈

◈ General Analysis◈
This bill takes a different approach to action in the Middle East when compared to
action as of late. Rather than launching strikes or putting boots on the ground, this bill
just deploys surveillance drones in Iraq and Syria to assist U.S. special forces and Iraqi
and Syrian rebel troops. This debate will have many complexities. For example,
debaters will have to analyze how other Middle Eastern nations will react to our
presence in their airspace and whether surveillance drones are an effective strategy to
fight terrorism.

◈ Affirmative Analysis◈
The affirmative has a lot of benefits to work with. For starters, affirmative debaters
have strong evidence that surveillance drones have been used in counterterrorism
situations. Additionally, affirmative debaters also have the benefit of knowing that the
missions of these surveillance drones is to gather intelligence about ISIS oil tank truck.
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The Islamic State, who runs an oil empire at the moment, will be much less powerful if
we are able to stop some of their oil trucks.

◈ Affirmative Cards ◈
Aff – In light of changing US policy, deploying surveillance drones is a good
idea (2015)
The Wall Street Journal, “US to Send Special Forces to Syria” Adam Entous, Gordon Lubold, Carol
Lee, October 30, 2015 <http://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-to-send-special-forces-to-syria1446216062?alg=y>

A senior defense official said the path to Friday’s announcement dates to July,
when Mr. Obama went to the Pentagon for an assessment of the campaign against
Islamic State a year after U.S. airstrikes began. What followed was a hard look at
what was working and what was not, the senior official said, a process that led to
several changes, including the decision to scrap a Pentagon program to build an
army from the ground up to fight Islamic State. Up to 50 U.S. special-operations
troops will assist Syrian rebel units spearheading what the Pentagon says would be
a new military offensive against the militant group, marking a sharp escalation in
the level of direct U.S. involvement on the ground inside Syria. The American
forces are to link up with local forces in Kurdish-controlled territory whose mission
will be to choke off supply lines to Islamic State militants in their Syrian stronghold
of Raqqa.

Aff – Drones are being used for other counterterrorism efforts (2013)

US News and World Report, “The Benefits of US Drones in West Africa” Seth Jones, April 5, 2013
<http://www.usnews.com/opinion/blogs/world-report/2013/04/05/us-drone-hub-in-west-africa-will-helpcombat-terrorism>

The establishment of a U.S. base in Niger is intended to facilitate intelligence
collection and will provide a more complete picture of militant movements in
Niger, Mali, and other countries in the Sahel. According to officials, the United
States will share this intelligence with Malian and French forces, and the drones
will not conduct lethal attacks. But the two announcements represent a step forward
in the United States' counterterrorism strategy.
This card can be used to explain how the United States has implemented a similar
policy in another nation.
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Aff – The Islamic States makes billions off of oil (2014)
The Guardian, “Inside Islamic State’s oil empire: how captured oilfields fuel Isis insurgency” Seth
Jones, November 19, 2014 <http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/nov/19/-sp-islamic-state-oilempire-iraq-isis>

Six months after it grabbed vast swaths of territory, the radical militant group is
earning millions of dollars a week from its Iraqi oil operations, the US
says.Coalition air strikes against tankers and refineries controlled by Isis have
merely dented – rather than halted – these exports, it adds.

Aff – Surveillance drones have benefits beyond fighting terrorism (2014)
Defense One “What Drones Can Do Besides Killing Terrorists” Melissa Hersh, October 2, 2014
<http://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2014/10/what-drones-can-do-besides-killing-terrorists/95666/>

With drones, while ISR data can contribute to tactical advantages in combat or
covert missions, it can also provide situational awareness for humanitarian or nonmilitary strategic planning and interventions. I don’t disagree with the potential use
of non-combat drones for providing predictive analytics by proxy – or the use of
drones to identify unusual mass gatherings or migrations through the optimization
of this imagery and overlaying it with additional data. The latter has been used most
recently in the case of Ebola, helping to identify potential outbreak areas.

Aff – The Syrian rebels need our help (2015)
The New York Times "”Obama Administration Ends Effort to Train Syrians to Combat ISIS” Michael
Shear, 9 October 2015 <http://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/10/world/middleeast/pentagon-programislamic-state-syria.html?_r=0>

The Obama administration on Friday abandoned its efforts to build up a new rebel
force inside Syria to combat the Islamic State, acknowledging the failure of its $500
million campaign to train thousands of fighters and announcing that it will instead
use the money to provide ammunition and some weapons for groups
already engaged in the battle.
Debaters can argue that we should pass this bill due to the reduction in our aid to the
Syrian rebels.
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◈ Negative Analysis ◈
Surveillance drones have always been scrutinized for violating the privacy of the
people they fly over, and this bill will be no exception. Certainly, wherever these
drones are flown, there will be privacy implications to deal with. Negative debaters can
outline the risk associated with violating the privacy of Middle Eastern citizens and
how that will reflect on the US in the global community.

◈ Negative Cards ◈
Neg – Surveillance drones can cause confusion within non-allied nations
(2012)
The Wall Street Journal “Turkey’s Attack on Civilians Tied to US Military Drone” Adam Entous and Joe
Parkinson, May 16, 2012 <
http://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424052702303877604577380480677575646>

U.S. officials said additional surveillance from the Predator might have helped the
Turks better identify the convoy. But, they said, Turkish officers instead directed
the Americans who were remotely piloting the drone to fly it somewhere else. U.S.
officials said compliance with the Turks' request was standard procedure. As
darkness fell, Mr. Encu said, the men in the caravan heard the dull hum of
Herons—the Israeli-made surveillance aircraft used by Turkey and less
sophisticated than U.S. drones. Then Turkish warplanes appeared. "It was like a
lightning bolt," Mr. Encu said. "I saw a bright light and the force of the explosion
threw me to the ground…When I turned my head I could see bodies on fire and
some were missing their heads."

Neg – There is global opposition to our use of drones (2014)
Pew Research Center, “Global Opposition to US Surveillance and Drones, but Limited Harm to
America’s Image” July 14, 2014
<http://www.pewglobal.org/2014/07/14/global-opposition-to-u-s-surveillance-and-drones-but-limitedharm-to-americas-image/>

Revelations about the scope of American electronic surveillance efforts have
generated headlines around the world over the past year. And a new Pew Research
Center survey finds widespread global opposition to U.S. eavesdropping and a
decline in the view that the U.S. respects the personal freedoms of its people. But in
most countries there is little evidence this opposition has severely harmed
America’s overall image.
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Neg – This bill will cause demand for drones from the US to increase (2015)
US News and World Report, “Why the US plans to Sell Drones” Paul Shinkman, Feburary 18, 2015
<http://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2015/02/18/pressure-at-home-enemies-abroad-prompt-us-toconsider-selling-armed-drones>

The U.S. decision to sell armed drone technology to allied nations is likely a
product of this incredible strain, further exacerbated by a seemingly endless supply
of conflict abroad: Taliban strikes in Afghanistan have surged amid the supposed
U.S. drawdown, and the U.S. military command overseeing Africa deployed drones
to Nigeria last year following the kidnapping of hundreds of young girls by the
extremist group Boko Haram. Those aircraft are believed to have since been
withdrawn and deployed elsewhere in Africa on other pressing missions.

Neg – We have already increased our airstrikes campaign (2015)
The Globe and Mail, “US to intensify air strikes against Islamic State in Syria” Deb Riechmann and
Robert Burns, October 27, 2015
<http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/us-to-intensify-air-strikes-against-islamic-state-insyria/article27000182/>

With little recent progress in defeating the militant group, the defence secretary’s
testimony outlined a changing U.S. approach to the fight against IS. The changes
point toward the prospect of deeper U.S. military involvement, although President
Barack Obama has said he would not authorize a major commitment of ground
combat forces. Among other options being considered is providing close-air support
for Iraqi ground forces with Apache helicopters or other aircraft, and embedding
U.S. military advisers with smaller Iraqi units, thus placing the Americans closer to
the front lines. That’s according to defence officials who spoke on condition of
anonymity to discuss internal deliberations. The U.S. now has about 3,300 troops in
Iraq to train and advise Iraqi forces and to protect U.S. facilities. There are no U.S.
troops in Syria. Among options being considered is using U.S. Army Apache
helicopters and perhaps other aircraft to provide close-air support for Iraqi ground
troops in certain circumstances, one U.S. defence official said after Carter testified.
The official was not authorized to discuss internal deliberations publicly and thus
spoke on condition of anonymity.
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Neg – The US has already increased its drone presence (2015)
The Wall Street Journal “Drone Project Lacks Pentagon Orders Needed to Stay Aloft” Andy Pasztor,
October 10, 2015, <http://www.wsj.com/articles/drone-project-faces-lack-of-pentagon-orders-needed-tostay-aloft-1444520267>

The debate over Orion coincides with Pentagon plans to sharply expand overall
U.S. military drone operations during the next four years, giving commanders
around the globe access to more intelligence and greater firepower. As the number
of daily drone flights increases, Pentagon planners hope to provide additional
surveillance to meet demands from local commanders in areas such as Europe and
North Africa.
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The Philippines Economic Recovery Act of
2015
Research Compiled and Summaries Written by Shin Thu San

◈ Text of Legislation◈

◈ General Analysis◈
Typhoon Haiyan struck central Philippines on November 8,2013 - winds equivalent to a
Category 5 hurricane directly swept through six provinces in the central Philippines.
Two months after Super Typhoon Yolanda (Haiyan) damaged billions in crops and
paralyzed sources of livelihood, the Philippines said it wants the United States to grant
duty-free access to certain products from typhoon-hit areas. Debaters should note the
U.S. has done something similar following the Haiti earthquake (see Haitian
Hemispheric Opportunity through Partnership Encouragement Act of 2008 (HOPE II)).
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The implications of this bill reaches beyond the shallow argument of “Should we be
spending American dollars on foreign countries?” Debaters are encouraged to analyze
foreign aid as an instrument of foreign policy. Contextualize this issue within U.S.Philippines relations particularly considering the high stakes developments centered on
territorial claims in the South China Sea as well as U.S. economic ties to the AsiaPacific region.

◈ Affirmative Analysis ◈
Aff debaters should underscore the close ties of the U.S. and Philippines. Advanced
debaters should explain the instrumentality of foreign aid as foreign policy. This means
this bill is not just an isolated issue of disaster relief and the moral implications, but
rather serving the U.S.’ security needs in the Asia-Pacific region as well as
understanding the geopolitics of that. While there is not a wealth of data on the dutyfree provision, debaters should connect the importance of trade in local economic
recovery.

◈ Affirmative Cards ◈
Aff – The U.S. and Philippines have close historical ties, security alliance,
and common strategic and economic interests (Publication Year)
Congressional Research Service. “Typhoon Haiyan (Yolanda): U.S. and International Response to
Philippines Disaster.” Thomas Lum, (Coordinator Specialist in Asian Affairs Rhoda Margesson),
Coordinator Specialist in International Humanitarian Policy, February 10, 2014.
<https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R43309.pdf> Go by formatting

The United States and the Philippines maintain close ties stemming from the U.S.
colonial period (1898-1946), a security alliance, and common strategic and
economic interests. Other pillars of the bilateral relationship include shared
democratic values and extensive people-to-people contacts. The involvement of
U.S. military forces in Haiyan relief efforts bolstered support for enhanced U.S.Philippine military cooperation, an issue that the two sides have been discussing
intensively during the past several months. Congressional concerns related to the
storm and its aftermath include the short-term U.S. and international humanitarian
response, the long-term U.S. foreign aid strategy for the Philippines, and how the
U.S. response to the disaster may impact the U.S.-Philippines relationship as well as
regional geopolitical dynamics
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Aff – Consequent economic development of the Philippines will prepare
Filipino industries to join the TPP (2015)
Asian Journal. “PH eyes duty-free entry of products from Mindanao to US.” Rocelle Tangi, Feb 3, 2015.
<http://asianjournal.com/news/ph-eyes-duty-free-entry-of-products-from-mindanao-to-us/>

The five-year implementation of PRIDE, according to Cuisia, will “enable us to
build our capacity to prepare ourselves to eventually join the TPP. We would like to
see the Philippines joining the TPP, but we also need time to prepare our industries
to ensure that we are qualified to join.” “We are asking for this time frame as a
transition for us to get into TPP,” he added.

Aff – Business boost needed to sustain Philippines post-Haiyan recovery
(2014)
Integrated Regional Information Networks (IRIN). “Business boost needed to sustain Philippines postHaiyan recovery.” July 8, 2014. <http://www.irinnews.org/report/100315/business-boost-needed-tosustain-philippines-post-haiyan-recovery>

Progress made during recovery stages after the November 2013 Typhoon Haiyan in
the Philippines could be undermined without job creation strategies to secure
stability beyond short-term livelihood projects, warn aid agencies and government
officials. “Building back the trade and industry sector is not that simple,” Alfred
Romualdez, mayor of Tacloban City, the urban area hardest hit by Haiyan, told
IRIN. Tacloban is a trade and economic artery of the central Philippines, serving as
a gateway for the archipelago and linking Manila to major cities like Cebu and
Davao. Around 7.4 million people employed in various service, agricultural and
manufacturing industries in the region were affected by the typhoon. For some, this
means they have still not returned to work.

Aff – Central Philippines has only 51% recovered, assistance in transition to
medium-term phase of recovery (2015)
Inquirer. “Only 51% of ‘Yolanda’ rehab completed.” Ben O. de Vera, November 6, 2015.
<http://business.inquirer.net/202048/only-51-of-yolanda-rehab-completed>

“Local communities of affected areas have been restored; in fact, noticeable
business recovery and expansion is evident in Tacloban City and many other
areas,” Balisacan, who is also the Director-General of the National Economic and
Development Authority (Neda), pointed out. “We are now transitioning into the
medium-term phase of recovery and rehabilitation efforts after surmounting the
immense challenge of providing for the immediate needs of millions of affected
people,” the Neda chief said.
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Aff – Agriculture sector gets only a fourth of Yolanda rehab funds currently
Rappler. “Based on the rehabilitation plan, funding requirement for the Department of Agriculture and
the Philippine Coconut Authority is at P10 billion each.” Aika Rey. November 5, 2015.
<http://www.rappler.com/move-ph/issues/disasters/111848-agriculture-sector-one-fourth-yolanda-funds>

In a press release last November 4, Wednesday, budget watchdog Social Watch
Philippines stated that only P1.045 billion ($22.26 million) was released to the
Department of Agriculture (DA) in 2014. Briones also compared the differences in
releases with other agencies. She said that the Department of Social Welfare and
Development received 122% of their funding requirement while the Department of
Interior and Local Government got 121%. According to the budget watchdog, their
study indicated the limitations of the DA and the PCA to spend the funds and
implement their livelihood projects.
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◈ Negative Analysis ◈
Debaters familiar with Philippines politics can really shine here. Central Philippines
has been recovering slowly the past two years. However, if the aff’s true goal is the
well-being of the people of Philippines, this bill misses that. Problems in recovery are
largely on the burden of the Philippines government itself and American dollars
flowing in changes realities dictated by domestic politics and problems in governance.
Another nuance is the issue of relocation: land use laws and bureaucracy often hinders
effective relocation. A more impactful recovery solution is what’s being done by NGOs
on the ground which is to focus on livelihood recovery and helping the poor (those that
won’t have to gain from a tariff reduction) rebuild their homes and farms.

◈ Negative Cards ◈
Neg – Relief efforts are mainly being hampered by shortcomings of the
domestic politicians (2014)
The Diplomat "Philippines Struggles to Recover a Year After Typhoon Haiyan Tragedy" Mong Palatino,
November 12, 2014 <http://thediplomat.com/2014/11/philippines-struggles-to-recover-a-year-aftertyphoon-haiyan-tragedy/>

The Aquino administration is reeling from criticism that it has bungled the recovery
work in the Haiyan-affected towns. Even the Commission on Audit has released a
scathing report which questioned the Department of Social Welfare and
Development’s “inefficient” utilization and distribution of funds and donations
intended for typhoon survivors. Critics also pointed out that the government’s
comprehensive rehabilitation plan was only signed by Aquino on October 29, or a
few days before the first anniversary of the Haiyan disaster. This means that relief
and recovery efforts in the past months have been undertaken by various agencies
without a master plan to guide the activities.

Neg – Generally, Eastern Visayas is on the road to recovery post-Yoland
(2015)
Manila Bulletin. “NEDA: Economic indicators point to post-Yolanda recovery in Eastern Visayas.”
Philippines News Agency, November 5, 2015. <http://www.mb.com.ph/neda-economic-indicators-pointto-post-yolanda-recovery-in-eastern-visayas>

Eastern Visayas is on the road to recovery as far as export, import, tax collections,
and employment are concerned, the National Economic and Development Authority
(NEDA) regional office reported. Citing the latest available data from the
Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA), NEDA Regional Director Bonifacio Uy said
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the value of first quarter export of the region rose to USD138.25 million in the first
quarter of this year or nearly triple than the USD35.01-million exports in the same
period last year.

Neg – More significant issue with immediate impact to the poorest of the
affected: Coconut production (2014)
Oxfam. “REBUILDING BETTER FOR COCONUT FARMERS.” Join Agency Briefing Note, February
12, 2014. <https://www.oxfam.org/sites/www.oxfam.org/files/bn-coconut-livelihoods-philippinesrecovery-120214-en.pdf>

Typhoon Haiyan damaged or destroyed more than 33 million coconut trees in the
Philippines in November 2013, putting at risk the livelihoods of more than one
million farming households. Reconstruction Assistance on Yolanda (RAY) – the
Philippine government’s master plan for the massive recovery programme – has
allotted about PhP18.7bn ($416.5m) for the rehabilitation of the agriculture sector,
which includes crops, livestock and fisheries.3 Despite positive government
pronouncements on the need for an inclusive and consultative rehabilitation
process, there is still a lack of clear mechanisms to ensure affected communities,
especially women and men coconut farmers, can effectively participate in
rehabilitation and recovery of their livelihoods.
This issue just represents some of the more short-term challenges outstanding for poor
farmers that this bill not benefit. These farmers face more immediate issues like lacking
the money to clear the trees to replant the plantations (which may take years).

Neg – Problem lies in the way Philippine government has dispersed $3.6
billion earmarked for recovery; relocation difficult (2015)
Huffington Post. “Nearly 2 Years After Typhoon Haiyan, Many Still Waiting For Rehousing In Safer
Areas.” Astrid Zweynert, November 5, 2015. “<http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/2-years-aftertyphoon-haiyan-many-still-waiting-for-rehousing-in-safer-areas_563a4a43e4b0411d306f2beb>

Struck by the slow pace of rehousing, Chaloka Beyani, a United Nations special
rapporteur, said after a visit in July he was concerned about financial constraints on
finding durable solutions and providing basic services for survivors. Data from the
Tacloban city government showed only 283 out of 13,062 units targeted by the
National Housing Authority had been built by mid-October. Vilma Cabrera,
assistant secretary at the Department for Social Welfare and Development, said it
had taken longer than expected to find suitable rehousing sites. "Yes, there have
been delays, primarily due to land issues but also in making sure that residents in
the new zones have all the services they need," said Cabrera. Leonor Briones,
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president of Social Watch Philippines, a public spending watchdog, said the slow
release of the 167 billion pesos ($3.6 billion) earmarked by President Benigno
Aquino had caused a lot of problems for local authorities.

Neg – Relocation less ideal than “Building Back Better” (2015)
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. “Philippines: The challenge of
‘building back better’Philippines: The challenge of ‘building back better’.” February 2014.
“<http://www.unocha.org/top-stories/all-stories/philippines-challenge-%E2%80%98building-backbetter%E2%80%99>

Typhoon Haiyan destroyed or damaged an estimated 1 million homes across the
Eastern and Western Visayas Regions of the central Philippines. Three months on
from the devastating storm, the most pressing needs in the affected areas are for
durable shelter and the restoration of livelihoods. “Building back better means that
we want to help people rebuild their houses so that they are safer than they were
before the Typhoon hit,” explains Timo Luege, a spokesperson for the Shelter
Cluster – the group coordinating the work of aid agencies involved in rebuilding
homes or establishing temporary shelters. “We need to do better so that houses are
less likely to be destroyed in the next big storm. [But this] does not mean that
homes will be ‘typhoon safe’ – we have all seen how the wind and the storm surge
even destroyed houses made of concrete.” In the weeks since the typhoon hit,
thousands of families have started repairing their own homes without support from
aid groups or local authorities. Too often, this means they are building back worse.
Also note relocation may face obstacles in land use, a major legal obstacle in the
Philippines.
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A Bill to Assist America’s Kurdish Allies
Research Compiled and Summaries Written by Nicholas Golina

◈ Text of Legislation◈

◈ General Analysis◈
The Kurds have a very complex dynamic and it’s hard to say whether supporting them
will do more harm than good. Both sides must integrate a level of historical
understanding into their arguments on supporting the Kurds. It is also helpful to include
a level of understanding on the complex web of influences that many actors have in the
region. Independence is probably a possible argument that can be twisted to both sides.
Be sure then to include argumentation on feasibility, current supplying of arms, and
tactical success, which will be crucial for both sides to win the debate.

◈ Affirmative Analysis ◈
What the affirmative has an opportunity to do is explain the destructive effects of ISIS
and Al Nusra on Iraq. The Iraqi government has been unable to push ISIS back, which
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means that the Kurds could be seen as the only viable partner in the region. That being
said it must be noted as to whether the Kurds will be viable allies in the future. This is
an important clarification point to make. The Kurds must be proven to be effective at
driving back ISIS because then our investment in them can prove to be worthwhile.

◈ Affirmative Cards ◈
Aff – The Kurds Need Help Establishing A Foothold In Their Territory
(2014)
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace "As Iraq’s central government struggles against ISIS, the
Kurds quietly take another step towards independence" Sirwan Kaijo, June 19th
2014<http://carnegieendowment.org/sada/?fa=55954>

As there was already little incentive for the Kurds to stay tethered to Baghdad, and
with the latter losing its control on internal security, the ISIS surge was indeed the
last straw. But serious challenges remain ahead for the Kurds. Among them is
whether the KRG can consolidate control in areas it reclaimed, which have until
recently been controlled by the Iraqi army, including Nineveh, Kirkuk, and parts of
Diyala province.

Aff – The Kurds have long Been Oppressed and The US Should Support
Them (2015)
The Council on Foreign Relations "The Time of the Kurds" Namo Abdulla,
N/A<http://www.cfr.org/middle-east-and-north-africa/time-kurds/p36547?cid=otr-marketing-useKurds_InfoGuide#!/>

Kurds have a long history of marginalization and persecution, and, particularly in
Iraq and Turkey, have repeatedly risen up to seek greater autonomy or complete
independence. At the outset of the twenty-first century they have achieved their
greatest international prominence yet, most notably in Iraq. Iraqi Kurds were an
important partner for the U.S.-led coalition that ousted Saddam Hussein from power
in 2003. Even while asserting their autonomy, Iraqi Kurds are still considered by
policymakers as the "glue" that holds the country together amid sectarian tensions
between Sunni and Shia Arabs.
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Aff – Failing to Help the Kurds Now Could Mean Lost Influence (2014)
The Brookings Institution "Kurdistan Rising: To Acknowledge or Ignore the Unraveling of Iraq" Gareth
Stansfield, July 31st 2014<http://www.brookings.edu/research/papers/2014/07/31-kurdistan-iraq-isisstansfield>

By ignoring the realities of Kurdish strength in Iraq, U.S. and European powers
run the risk of losing influence in the only part of Iraq that can be called a success
story, and antagonizing what could be a key ally in an increasingly unpredictable
Middle East.

Aff – An Expansion of the Current Partnership Could Aid Successful
Efforts (2015)
VOA News "Iraqi Kurds Recapture 12 Villages From IS Militants" Dilshad Anwar, October 1st 2015
<http://www.voanews.com/content/iraqi-kurds-recapture-12-villages-from-is-militants/2987730.html>

Kurdish fighters in northern Iraq say they have driven the Islamic State group from
more than 140 square kilometers of territory near the oil-rich city of Kirkuk and
cleared part of a major highway.

Aff – Military Assistance Can be Provided with a Wide Variety of Different
Reforms (2015)
International Crisis Group "Kurds Need More Than Arms" Cale Salih, October 25th 2015
<http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/iraq-iran-gulf/iraq/op-eds/fantappiekurds-need-more-than-arms.aspx>

Military assistance to the Kurds must be combined with a clear political roadmap.
At a minimum, this would mean an American commitment to develop Iraqi
Kurdish institutions and help mediate budget and oil disputes with Baghdad, which
would provide some critical guarantees to the welfare of the Kurdish region.
Washington could provide such support in return for the Kurds’ agreeing to
establish joint security and administrative arrangements with local non-Kurdish
actors in the disputed territories.

64

◈ Negative Analysis ◈
The Neg must prove that the Kurds may not be the allies that the conventional wisdom
dictates. The US also provides a lot of funding and support to the Kurds, which begs
the question as to why we need to provide more funding. Another thing to keep in mind
is the questionable human rights record of the Kurds. Reports have shown that the
Kurds are using ethnic cleansing to provide order. This is an important thing to look out
for.

◈ Negative Cards ◈
Neg – The Allegiance of the Kurds is Questionable (2014)
The American Enterprise Institute "Are the Iraqi Kurds really pro-American?" Michael Rubin,
September 25th 2014 <https://www.aei.org/publication/are-the-iraqi-kurds-really-pro-american/>

“Owing to our intimate ties with the Islamic Republic of Iran, we welcome Iran’s
greater role against the ISIL,” Dabagh said. He noted the closeness and common
ethnicity of Iraqi Kurds and Iranians, and said his region has always had very close
ties with Iran, reminding how the Kurdistan Region’s officials and Iran’s Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif underlined continued and growing cooperation
between the two sides.

Neg – The Kurds are already Well Funded (2015)
Foreign Policy "Destroying Homes for Kurdistan" Sara Williams, July 23rd
2015<http://foreignpolicy.com/2015/07/23/peshmerga-war-crimes-ethnic-cleansing-islamic-state-iraq/>

As one of the most effective forces on the ground, the Iraqi Kurds are the lynchpin
of the anti-Islamic State coalition. They’re supported by coalition arms, expertise,
and airstrikes in Iraq and Syria — which the Pentagon prices at $9.2 million per day
across both countries. Along the front line south of Kirkuk, those strikes have
helped Peshmerga fighters claw back close to three miles of territory, and strikes
continue almost daily.

Neg – The Kurdish Government has a Questionable Human Rights Record
(2015)
Human Rights Watch "Iraqi Kurdistan: Arabs Displaced, Cordoned Off, Detained" N/A, February 25th
2015 <https://www.hrw.org/news/2015/02/25/iraqi-kurdistan-arabs-displaced-cordoned-detained>

Tens of thousands of Arabs, Kurds, Christians, Yezidis, and other residents fled
areas of Makhmur, Zumar, Sheikhan, and Tilkaif just before ISIS seized their
communities in mid-2014. Residents as well as Kurdish authorities have accused
ISIS of looting and destroying homes and other properties in many of the areas
during the takeover. According to several dozen displaced Arab and returning
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Kurdish residents who spoke to Human Rights Watch in December and January,
after routing ISIS, Kurdish Peshmerga, and Asayish forces for months barred all
Arabs who fled those districts from returning, even to check briefly on their
property, while allowing Kurds to resettle in the districts that they considered
relatively safe.

Neg – The Turks are Already Building a Sound Relationship (2012)
The Washington Institute "Kurdistan Up, Baghdad Down" Tyler Evans, October 2012
<http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/uploads/Documents/pubs/PolicyFocus122_CagaptayEvans.pdf>

The economic relationship has taken a sharp upward turn since 2010, when an
estimated 730 Turkish firms were operating in northern Iraq.8 By April 2012,
KRG trade minister Sinan Celebi counted 1,023 such firms, more than from any
other country.9 The KRG has actively fostered this groundswell, offering generous
tax incentives to Turkish firms, sometimes amounting to tax exemption for their
first five to ten years of operation.10 In addition, Ankara and Erbil recently agreed
to open two additional border crossings to ease the flow of people and products.

Neg – The Airstrikes are Enough (2015)
The Carnegie Endowment for International Peace "How the Kurds Helped Draw the United States Back
to Iraq" Renad Masour, June 29th 2015 <http://carnegieendowment.org/2015/06/29/how-kurds-helpeddraw-united-states-back-to-iraq/ibmc>

After Obama’s decision to launch air strikes against the Islamic State, the KRG’s
Falah Mustafa said in an interview, “On that day in August, we knew that we were
finally not alone, that we had won their hearts and minds. . . . We were now a
player.”
The Kurdistan region seems to be in a fortunate position: it is a relatively stable
enclave amid a chaotic region. More critically, its security is backed by the United
States and much of the international community.
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A Resolution to Increase the Usage of
Private Military Contractors in the Central
African Republic
Research Compiled and Summaries Written by Nicholas Golina

◈ Text of Legislation◈

◈ General Analysis ◈
Private military contractors raise many important questions that have yet to be
answered definitively. The legal frameworks governing private military contractors
should be analyzed thoroughly in order for the sake of clarity. The Central African
Republic is torn by violence and the question of whether private military contractors
can provide logistical support is unclear. Peacekeeping missions in the Republic should
be looked at for their efficacy to determine whether the contractors can be used.
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◈ Affirmative Analysis ◈
The affirmative should look at private military contractors for their cost effectiveness
and their ability to provide support to war torn regions. The peacekeeping missions are
often unsuccessful, which means that PMC’s could be used as support. Mention must
also be made of the difference between this mission and blackwater. Legal frameworks
must be established to prove these organizations follow international law.

◈ Affirmative Cards ◈
Aff – The Central Republic is in Dire Straits (2015)
International Crisis Group "Central African Republic: The roots of violence" N/A, September 21st 2015
<http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/central-africa/central-african-republic/230-central-africanrepublic-the-roots-of-violence.aspx>

Crisis in the Central African Republic (CAR) is longterm and characterised by
sporadic surges of violence against a backdrop of state disintegration, a survival
economy and deep inter-ethnic cleavages. Armed groups (including the anti-balaka
and the ex-Seleka) are fragmenting and becoming increasingly criminalised;
intercommunal tensions have hampered efforts to promote CAR’s national unity
and mend its social fabric.

Aff – The region is torn by Violence (2015)
The Council on Foreign Relations "Violence in the Central African Republic" N/A, November 4th 2015
<http://www.cfr.org/global/global-conflict-tracker/p32137#!/?marker=26>

Although mediation efforts supported by the Economic Community of Central
African States(ECCAS) resulted in the signing of the Brazzaville Ceasefire
Agreement in July 2014, parties on all sides of the conflict have violated the
accord. Most recently, the transitional government held an inclusive national
forum in May 2015 to discuss upcoming elections and disarmament,
demobilization, and reintegration, as well as decentralization and judicial reform.

Aff – Peacekeepers are Struggling in the Region (2015)
Reuters "Ethnic cleansing in Central African Republic, no genocide: U.N. inquiry" N/A, January 8th
2015 <http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/01/08/us-centralafrica-inquiryidUSKBN0KH2BM20150108#elA5SXRqlPPwT1l0.97>

Some 5,600 African Union peacekeepers, deployed in December 2013, and about
2,000 French troops have struggled to stem the violence in the impoverished
landlocked country of 4.6 million people. The United Nations took over the
68

African Union peacekeeping mission in September and is mandated by the
Security Council to double its size to nearly 12,000 troops and police.

Aff – Private Military Contractors are a Cost Effective Way (2011)
The Adam Smith Institute "How better regulation can make Private Military Contractors work"Anna
Moore, July 2011 <http://www.adamsmith.org/research/think-pieces/how-better-regulation-can-makeprivate-military-contractors-work/>

One of the chief advantages of contractors is their flexibility. Unlike the military,
which is slowed by its own bureaucracy and that of its civilian masters,
streamlined PMCs can quickly adapt to meet new needs. The rise in military
contracting might therefore be the consequence of more involved technology of
war. It might be that the supply chain needed to support far-flung military
operations has become more complex. It might be that new programmes are
needed to meet the demands of counterinsurgency strategy; Iraq and Afghanistan
are not the first far-off lands that the U.S. and UK have fought in, but they are
remarkable for their “hearts-and-minds” state building mandate.

Aff – Private Military Contractors Have Been Successful at Providing
Expertise (2014)
Slate "Will Private Contractors Like Blackwater Join the Fight Against ISIS?" Armin Rosen, Oct 13th
2014
<http://www.slate.com/blogs/business_insider/2014/10/13/blackwater_why_private_security_contractors
_will_likely_be_involved_in_fight.html>

Bancroft was first approached by Ugandan leadership and invited to work with the
[Ugandan military] contingent in Mogadishu in November 2007 ... The Ugandans
were well aware that the Somalia campaign would take them into unknown
military territory, especially with regards to the challenges of urban warfare. This
is where they sought Bancroft’s expertise. After a few reconnaissance trips,
Bancroft deployed an initial team of four advisers into Mogadishu in early 2008.
Within four months, their team had expanded to 12. After being impressed with
their work in the field, Burundi approached Bancroft in August 2008 to provide
them with similar assistance.
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◈ Negative Analysis ◈
Blackwater was an important blunder that should be used to the enth degree. Private
military contractors should also be analyzed for the flaws in free market models to
show private effectiveness. The lack of regulation must also be noted to show the lack
of accountability. It is also important to note that many violations of the law have been
shown to be perpetuated by the contractors themselves.

◈ Negative Cards◈
Neg – Private Military Contractors Have No Respect for International Law
(2010)
The Center for Research on Globalization "The Privatization of War: Mercenaries, Private Military and
Security Companies (PMSC)" Jose Del Prado, November 2010 <http://www.globalresearch.ca/theprivatization-of-war-mercenaries-private-military-and-security-companies-pmsc/21826>

In the course of our research, since 2006, we have collected ample information
which indicate the negative impact of the activities of “private contractors”,
“private soldiers” or “guns for hire”, whatever denomination we may choose to
name the individuals employed by private military and security companies as
civilians but in general heavily armed. In the cluster of human rights violations
allegedly perpetrated by employees of these companies, which the Working Group
has examined one can find: summary executions, acts of torture, cases of arbitrary
detention; of trafficking of persons; serious health damages caused by their
activities; as well as attempts against the right of self-determination. It also appears
that PMSCs, in their search for profit, neglect security and do not provide their
employees with their basic rights, and often put their staff in situations of danger
and vulnerability.

Neg – Ways to Improve Covert Operations by Private Military Contractors
are Not Likely to be Pursued (2013)
The Economist "Beyond Blackwater" author, November 13th 2013
<http://www.economist.com/news/business/21590370-industry-reinvents-itself-after-demise-its-mostcontroversial-firm-beyond-blackwater>

One thing that would greatly improve the industry’s prospects is if the United
Nations began using private contractors for peacekeeping missions, as it is said to
be considering. Today, such missions are staffed by soldiers from poorer countries,
who are often badly trained. Mr Prince thinks that private contracting would make
the UN more effective, but he has no intention of going after that business.
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Neg – Current International Law Does not Hold PMC’s Accountable(2015)
The Global Policy Forum "Regulation and Oversight of PMSCs" N/A, N/A
<https://www.globalpolicy.org/pmscs/50211-regulation-and-oversight-of-pmscs.html>

International efforts to regulate the use of PMSCs have failed to effectively deal
with many of the issues related to their use. The International Convention on the use
of Mercenaries, ratified under the Geneva Convention, does not appropriately
address the issue, mainly because its definition of “mercenary” is unworkable. The
UN Convention against the Recruitment, Use, Financing and Training of
Mercenaries from 1989 faces the same problem, as its definition of a mercenary is
hardly applicable to current situations. The Montreux Document created in 2008 is
the most recent international effort to regulate the private security industry, which
was endorsed by 17 states with input from civil society organizations. While it is
more robust than previous attempts to rein in the industry, the document is nonbinding, which means parties have no obligation to follow the set of guiding
principles it lays out.

Neg – Private Military Contractors Set a Dangerous Precedent (2015)
Foreign Affairs "Hired Guns How Private Military Contractors Undermine World Order" Allison
Stanger, July/August Issue 2015 <https://www.foreignaffairs.com/reviews/2015-06-16/hired-guns>

As other countries, including China and Russia, get into the private-contracting
game, the world will start to see a freer market for force. The result, McFate
predicts, will be a return to the Middle Ages, when private warriors determined the
outcomes of conflicts and states stood at the sidelines of international politics. This
“neo-medieval” world will be characterized by “a non-state-centric, multipolar
international system of overlapping authorities and allegiances within the same
territory.” Yet it need not be chaotic, he reassures readers, since “the global system
will persist in a durable disorder that contains, rather than solves, problems.”
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Neg – Private Military Contractors can Shield Governments from being
Accountable (2015)
The Atlantic Newspaper "The Return of the Mercenary" Kathy Gilsinin, March 25th 2015
<http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2015/03/return-of-the-mercenary/388616/>

Private military companies also allow governments to disclaim involvement in
politically controversial activities. “Putin is using Chechen mercenaries in
Ukraine, allegedly,” McFate said. “Who’s going to tell him you can’t do that after
10 years of war in Iraq and Afghanistan?”
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Middle Eastern Stabilization Act (MESA)
of 2015
Research Compiled and Summaries Written by Sophia Zupanc

◈ Text of Legislation◈
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◈ General Analysis◈
This is a lengthy bill that employs various approaches to stabilizing the Middle East. It
combines increasing the acceptance of Syrian Refugees in the United States, providing
more aid to the United Nations Commission to strengthen infrastructure in Syrian
refugee camps, accelerate strikes against Islamic State forces in Syria, and lastly,
increases collaborative intelligence operations with Kurdish forces. This bill will
probably be debated extensively because of all of these complexities. There are ample
arguments on both sides for every proposal outlined in this bill.

◈ Affirmative Analysis ◈
Although this bill’s strength comes from the fact that includes many provisions aimed
at taking a comprehensive approach towards stabilizing the Middle East, its weakness is
that it includes so many provisions that are controversial and could potentially danger
our relations with allies. As an affirmative debater, you need to be prepared to defend
every provision in this bill. Some of the provisions such as increasing trikes against the
Islamic State and collaborating more with Kurdish forces, will be harder to defend than
others, but as the affirmative debater you need to example that this added risk is needed
if we are ever going to stabilize the Middle East. Below, you will find cards that help
you do just that.

◈ Affirmative Cards ◈
Aff – With more boots on the ground, drone strikes will be more effective
(2015)
Reuters “Why you’ll always lose with drones alone” Davis Axe, July 13, 2015
<http://blogs.reuters.com/great-debate/2015/07/12/to-accurately-strike-islamic-state-the-pentagon-needsboots-on-the-ground/>

The big problem? Drones make terrible spotters. Even after decades of
development, America’s unmanned aerial vehicles can provide only a narrow,
grainy view of the battlefield. “Contrary to popular belief,” Andrew Cockburn
writes in his new history of military drones, Kill Chain: The Rise of the High-Tech
Assassins, “the imagery … tends to be fuzzy.” A war waged mostly from the air
still demands people on the ground, people with eyeballs whose visual acuity still
beats a drone’s sensors. As long as Washington refuses to deploy human spotters
against Islamic State, it won’t know for sure whether air strikes are hitting the right
people — or anyone at all.
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Aff – Many are in favor of allowing 65,000 refugees (2015)
CNN, “US to take at least 10,00 more Syrian refugees” Laura Koran, September 10, 2015
<http://www.cnn.com/2015/09/10/politics/u-s-take-10000-syrian-refugees/>

Human rights groups have called on the U.S. to accept 65,000 Syrian refugees by
the end of next year. Last spring, Democratic lawmakers wrote to Obama asking
him to "significantly increase" the number of Syrians permitted to resettle in the
U.S. Kerry and Assistant Secretary for Population, Refugees and Migration Ann
Richard told lawmakers that they could come back to seek congressional
agreement, or an "emergency exception" to bring in more refugees, a source
familiar with the meeting said. A congressional aide said Kerry suggested he could
return to Congress to ask for their support for admitting as many as 30,000 more
refugees. "We are looking hard at the number that we can specifically manage with
respect to the crisis in Syria and Europe," he said after the meeting. "That's being
vetted fully right now."

Aff – Russia has increased their involvement in the MIddle East(2015)
CNN “What Putin is doing in the Middle East” Jonathan Adelman, October 31, 2015 <
http://www.cnn.com/2015/10/31/opinions/adelman-russia-syria-plan/>

Now, Putin's government has moved from providing massive arms shipments to the
failing Bashar al-Assad regime to making a bold move on the ground and in the air.
No doubt emboldened by the fact that the clock is running down on Obama's time
in office, Russia has (falsely) claimed its intervention was aimed at ISIS rather than
moderate secular rebels. And although some estimates place the personnel
deployment at around 2,000 and a few dozen jets, that presence, along with longrange cruise missiles, means Putin has been able to project great power strength
even while minimizing the chance of losses.

Aff – Syrian refugees are in more need of basic supplies than ever before
(2015)
The Huffington Post “Kids in Syria Need More Help Now Than Ever As Water Supply Gets Cut”
Eleanor Goldberg, July 23 2015 < http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/kids-in-syria-need-more-helpnow-than-ever-as-water-supply-gets-cut_55afea02e4b07af29d573b02>

After enduring more than four years of civil war, Syrians are now being deprived
of the one resource they can’t survive without -- water. For weeks, areas of Aleppo
were without water after Al Qaeda's Nusra Front closed the city’s main water
station to government and insurgent-held areas, Reuters reported. The main water
plant started functioning again on Friday in emergency mode, but residents,
particularly children, remain at risk for waterborne illnesses as a result, and aid
groups are eager to find long-term solutions to the water crisis. The situation hit at
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the height of summer, and despite organizations’ ramped up aid efforts, an
estimated 500,000 people in Aleppo are struggling to get enough water to survive,
according to UNICEF.

Aff – The needs of Syrian refugees are growing by the day (2015)
NPR “For Syrian Refugees, Needs are Growing and Aid is Declining” Jackie Northam, 14 September
2015, < http://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2015/09/14/440280540/for-syrian-refugees-needs-aregrowing-and-aid-is-declining>

"At the beginning of the year, we made an appeal for $4.5 billion to cover the needs
of the 4 million refugees that are living in the neighboring countries," she says. "We
are now in September, and unfortunately, we have only gotten a small portion of
that funding, not even 40 percent." The UNHCR, like most of the U.N.'s
humanitarian agencies, relies entirely on voluntary contributions from governments,
corporations and individuals. If that money is not coming in, aid agencies have to
adjust. Abeer Etefa, with the U.N.'s World Food Program for the Middle East and
North Africa region, says the WFP has had to cut off 360,000 Syrian refugees living
in the camps from any sort of assistance — and slash food rations for more than 1.5
million refugees. "Right now, it's a maximum of $13 to $14 per person per month,
that they receive in terms of food assistance from the World Food Program," she
says. "That's less than 50 cents a day to eat and survive on.”
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◈ Negative Analysis ◈
There are many ways that negative debaters can attack this bill. First, they can point out
that the US has a plan in place to increase the amount of Syrian refugees. Then they can
point out other issues with this bill such as aiding Kurdish forces or strikes against ISIS,
both tactics that we have tried in the past without great success. Regardless of what you
decide to argue on this bill, make sure that you are able to integrate refutation into your
speech.

◈ Negative Cards ◈
Neg – We’ve just made major changes to our military strategy in the Middle
East (2015)
The Wall Street Journal, “U.S. to Send Special Forces to Syria” Adam Entous, Gordon Lubold, Carol
Lee, October 30, 2015 <http://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-to-send-special-forces-to-syria1446216062?alg=y>

A senior defense official said the path to Friday’s announcement dates to July, when Mr.
Obama went to the Pentagon for an assessment of the campaign against Islamic State a year
after U.S. airstrikes began. What followed was a hard look at what was working and what
was not, the senior official said, a process that led to several changes, including the
decision to scrap a Pentagon program to build an army from the ground up to fight Islamic
State Up to 50 U.S. special-operations troops will assist Syrian rebel units spearheading
what the Pentagon says would be a new military offensive against the militant group,
marking a sharp escalation in the level of direct U.S. involvement on the ground inside
Syria. The American forces are to link up with local forces in Kurdish-controlled territory
whose mission will be to choke off supply lines to Islamic State militants in their Syrian
stronghold of Raqqa.

Neg – Strikes against ISIS have not, and will not, work (2015)
Breaking Defense, “4817 Targets: How Six Months of Airstrikes Have Hurt ISIL (or Not)” Sydney
Freedberg, February 11, 2015 <http://breakingdefense.com/2015/02/4817-targets-how-six-months-ofairstrikes-have-hurt-isil-or-not/>

One fact leaps out: This is close air support against enemy ground troops, not the
surgical strikes against strategic targets that the Air Force was born for. Almost
two-thirds of targets struck are troops, forward positions, and vehicles; just onethird are buildings and other fixed infrastructure. This is an imperfect indicator,
since some buildings may be temporary staging positions close to the front line, and
some troops may be hit far to the rear. Overall, though, the 2:1 ratio in targets by
type indicates the air campaign is emphasizing ISIL’s forward fighting forces —
what pilots once derided as “tank plinking” — rather than its rear support structure.
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Of course, the Islamic State — like the Taliban and Iraqi insurgents — doesn’t have
many strategic “nodes” to strike. While attacking ISIL’s oil infrastructure has hurt
the terrorists’ finances, for example, it only accounts for 130 targets struck, less
than three percent of the total. Attacks on bridges and roads likewise amount to only
69 targets (1.4 percent); there aren’t many of these “air interdiction” targets
probably because ISIL doesn’t move in large, road-bound formations like Rommel
trying to reinforce the Normandy beaches after D-Day, maneuvers which could be
seen and stopped by Allied airpower.

Neg – There is already a plan in place to accommodate more Syrian
refugees (2015)
The New York Times, “US Will Accept More Refugees as Crisis Grows” Michael Gordon September
20, 2015 <http://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/21/world/europe/us-to-increase-admission-of-refugees-to100000-in-2017-kerry-says.html>

“We still need to do more, and we understand that,” Mr. Kerry said at a news
conference with Mr. Steinmeier. Under the new plan, the limit on annual refugee
visas would be increased to 85,000 in 2016. The cap would then rise to 100,000
the following year. The United States has taken in only about 1,500 Syrian
refugees since the start of the conflict there more than four years ago. American
officials said that the Syrians accepted in the next year would come from a United
Nations list of about 18,000 refugees.

Neg – Kurdish forces have committed war crimes (2015)
The Sydney Morning Herald, “U.S.-backed Kurdish rebels accused of war crimes in Syria” Adam Taylor
October 14, 2015 < http://www.smh.com.au/world/usbacked-kurdish-rebels-accused-of-war-crimes-insyria-20151013-gk8i7n.html>

A new report from human rights group Amnesty International suggests that
Kurdish forces in northern Syria, among the most significant US ground partners
in the fight against the Islamic State, has committed war crimes with a campaign
of displacement and home demolitions aimed mostly at the local Arab population.
In the report released on Monday, Amnesty says it has found evidence that the
local armed group known as the People's Protection Units - better known by the
acronym "YPG" - forced Arabs and Turkmen in northern Syria from their homes
on behalf of the Democratic Union Party (PYD), a Kurdish political organisation
that has held de facto control of northern Syria's so-called "Autonomous
Administration" since January 2014.
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Neg – Working with Kurdish forces would be counterintuitive to the other
goals of this legislation (2015)
The Sydney Morning Herald, “US-backed Kurdish rebels accused of war crimes in Syria” Adam Taylor,
October 14, 2015
<http://www.smh.com.au/world/usbacked-kurdish-rebels-accused-of-war-crimes-in-syria-20151013gk8i7n.html>

US cooperation with Kurdish forces has proven controversial during the Syrian
conflict. Turkey, a key regional ally, considers the YPG and PYD terrorist
organisations for their link to the Kurdistan Workers Party, or PKK, a Kurdish
separatist group that has long fought the Turkish state. While the US considers the
PKK a terrorist organisation, it has not applied the same label to the YPG and PYD.
For example, satellite images obtained by Amnesty appear to show 225 buildings
standing in the villages of Husseiniya near Tel Hamees in June 2014. However,
satellite images of the same area appeared to show only 14 buildings remaining a
year later. Locals say that their homes had been demolished after the YPG took the
village from Islamic State control. "The destruction reflected in the satellite imagery
is not consistent with shelling but rather the demolition of the village," Amnesty's
report reads.
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A Bill to Fund the Nineveh Plain Protection
Units
Research Compiled and Summaries Written by Matthew Magee

◈ Text of Legislation◈

◈ General Analysis ◈
The Nineveh Plain Protection Units, or NPU, is a relatively young military organization
founded in December 2014, and is a part of the Assyrian Democratic Movement, an
ethnic political party in Iraq. With up to five thousand men enlisted, this primarily
ethnic Assyrian and Christian organization has received public campaign support and
was at one point in time trained by the non-profit military contractor Sons of Liberty
International. The organization serves as a fighting force against ISIS, and to protect
holy sites in Northern Iraq.
The bill is asking to provide 30 million dollars to provide military and humanitarian
aide to the NPU. The humanitarian aide is directly to the NPU, while the military aide
will be sent through the Iraqi government in Baghdad. While the United States doesn’t
have the best track record providing aide or training to third party affiliates, it becomes
necessary to take action against the self-proclaimed Islamic State and other radical
groups in the region.

◈ Affirmative Analysis ◈
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Supporting the Nineveh Plain Protection Units would not only bolster defenses against
ISIS’ actions in Northern Iraq, it would also serve as a method to protect against the
cultural and historical destruction of ancient temples and other sites with deep rooted
religious and cultural significance. The Nineveh Plain Protection Units have received
private backing from American donors, and training from non-profit military
contractors, by affirming this piece of legislation one could argue that federal support is
just what the NPU needs. Given the relative ethnic cleansing of religious and ethnic
minorities, it would be good policy for the US to protect these minority groups.

◈ Affirmative Cards ◈
Aff – Religious minorities, particularly Christians are at extreme risk for
ethnic cleansing (2015)
Newsweek "Christianity Faces Extinction in Iraq Within Five Years: Report" Conor Gaffey, September
14th 2015 <http://europe.newsweek.com/christianity-faces-extinction-iraq-within-five-years-report334787>

The report highlights the plight of Christians in Iraq, where political instability
since the 2003 war and persecution by ISIS has reduced the population to around
260,000, from a peak of about 1.4 million during the rule of Saddam Hussein. It
references an exodus from Iraq of Christians fearing ethnic-cleansing and potential
genocide and warns that "Christianity is on course to disappear from Iraq within
possibly five years – unless emergency help is provided on a massively increased
scale at an international level."

Aff – The NPU has received private backing and training, and needs
Federal support (2015)
US News and World Report "Iraqi Christians Form Anti-ISIS Militia, and You Can Legally Chip In"
Steven Nelson, February 6th 2015 <http://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2015/02/06/iraqi-christiansform-anti-isis-militia-and-you-can-legally-fund-them>

Christians in northern Iraq, many driven from their homes by the Islamic State
group, are forming a militia to fight back, and American donors are helping them do
so. About 600 Assyrian Christians currently are being trained at two locations in
eastern Iraq to lead the Nineveh Plain Protection Units, says Restore Nineveh Now
spokesman Jeff Gardner. The U.S. advocates kicked off a fundraising campaign late
last year and paid for the military training after partnering with Iraq's Assyrian
Democratic Movement political party.As with some of northern Syria’s Christian
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communities, Iraq’s Assyrian Christians have a natural ally in their more populous
Kurdish neighbors, whom in both countries are bitterly fighting the jihadi group.
Restore Nineveh Now has raised about $250,000 since December to support the
militia and Gardner hopes the amount with grow much larger. The funds have not
been used to buy weapons, he says. Americans almost certainly can donate to the
group without facing legal consequences, experts say, as the new militia is not
designated a foreign terrorist organization by the State Department

Aff – Federal aid money needed as private training and support dwindles
(2015)
PRNewswire "Completes Training and Advising of the Nineveh Plain Protection Units (NPU)" Sons of
Liberty International, November 8 2015 <http://finance.yahoo.com/news/sons-liberty-international-solicompletes-131600101.html>

Sons of Liberty International (SOLI), a company founded to provide free consulting
and training to communities threatened by terrorism, announces that it has
completed all advising and training for the Nineveh Plain Protection Units (NPU)
and is ending its relationship with the NPU in order to expand support to other
Christian forces in Iraq. Our work with the NPU has been a success, and now that
the Iraqi government has agreed to provide the NPU with support and resources we
are able to focus our efforts on helping additional Christian forces become capable
of similar integration into the coalition against ISIS.
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Aff – Backing the NPU can help put a stop to the ethnic cleansing in the
Middle East. (2015)
The Jerusalem Post "Assyrian Christians under increasing assault from ISIS fight back" JNS.org, March
1 2015 <http://www.jpost.com/Christian-News/Assyrian-Christians-under-increasing-assault-fromIslamic-State-fight-back-392543>

“We are absolutely appalled, but not surprised, by the actions of the Islamic State,”
Jeff Gardner, a spokesman for Restore Nineveh Now Initiative, a group promoting
protection and relief for Assyrian Christians said. “They (Islamic State) continue to
do what they do—terrorize, murder, and pillage.” In January, the Iraqi Council of
Ministers, which comprises the executive branch of the Iraqi government, approved
a plan to establish a Nineveh Plains province in Iraq as a homeland for the Assyrian
people.

Aff – Federal funds can help close the funding gap the NPU currently has
(2015)
Al Jazeera "Assyrian Christians crowdfund an army to reclaim homeland from ISIL"Michael Pizzi,
February 26 2015 <http://www.link_to_article.com/Ctrl+V-here>

Jeff Gardner, the AMO’s U.S.-based spokesman, said Baghdad's Council of
Ministers provisionally voted in favor of the plan back in 2014, though it has been
in discussion among Assyrian circles for decades. “Everybody recognizes this need,
but unfortunately ISIS is sitting right on top of this area,” Gardner said, using
another acronym for ISIL.
Funding has come from near and far for the Assyrians' various political, military,
and humanitarian efforts in Iraq. Around $250,000 has been raised, mainly through
two telethons organized by the Southern California-based Assyrian Broadcasting
Network, a 24-hour Assyrian language news channel that reaches the diaspora in
the U.S. and Canada. The AMO is also lobbying the U.S. Congress for a wider
intervention in Iraq, beyond the current coalition airstrikes.
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◈ Negative Analysis ◈
Given recent Russian intervention in the Syrian civil war, the guise of the fight against
ISIS has been used to target and fight US trained and supported rebel groups in Syria. It
would be right to raise a point of caution against supporting the NPU, in risk of
escalating an already tense geopolitical situation. Furthermore, providing support to an
organization that represents a small political faction in Iraq may only cause greater
political divide in a nation that hasn’t seen stability in decades.

◈ Negative Cards ◈
Neg – Support may be construed as support for an independence
movement, something that Iraqi Christians don’t want. (2015)
Al Monitor "Why Iraqi Christians are against the establishment of their own autonomous region”
Mustafa Saadoun, November 3rd 2015 <http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2015/11/iraqchristians-islamic-state-nineveh-plains.html#>

The secretary-general of the Assyrian Democratic Movement and member of the
Iraqi parliament, Yonadam Kanna, said that the Council of Minister’s decision to
make the Ninevah Plains a governorate on demographic grounds did not equate
with the establishment of an autonomous region, describing any step toward that
end — which is based on religious or sectarian motivations — to be “racist” and
incompatible with the values of Iraqi Christians.
As Christians and representatives of the Christian constituency in Iraq’s
parliament, we have neither called for the establishment of an autonomous region
nor demanded secession from Iraq, or even the isolation of certain areas from the
rest of the country.

Neg – Providing aid may only increase the number of foreign fighters in the
region, complicating diplomatic relations in the region (publication year)
International Business Times "Anti-Isis foreign legion: Ex-skinheads and angry white men swell ranks of
Christian militia fighting Islamic State" Florian Neuhof, July 13 2015 <http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/antiisis-foreign-legion-ex-skinheads-angry-white-men-swell-ranks-christian-militia-fighting-1510550>

Created in response to IS's conquest of many of Nineveh's Christian towns and
villages last year, Dwekh Nawsha has attracted a steady trickle of Westerners
coming to Iraq to fight the terror group. A handful of foreigners fight with the
Kurdish militia in the eastern part of the autonomous region, where the Kurds took
control of the oil-rich city of Kirkuk. But the Peshmerga there fall largely under
the control of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), the opposition party that
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holds sway in the east. The ruling Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), which
predominates in Nineveh, is less enthusiastic, says Park. The official KRG line is
also lukewarm at best.

Neg –Aid may contribute to the growing number of Americans fighting
privately in the Middle East (2015)
Al Monitor "Iraqi Christian militia draws foreign fighters" Adam Lucente, July 24 2015 <http://www.almonitor.com/pulse/originals/2015/07/iraq-militia-christian-volunteers-ypg-assyrian.html>

Despite the lingering, relative quiet on Dwekh Nawsha’s front against IS, the
increased participation of their Western volunteers in fighting is sure to raise the
group’s profile. This is important for Dwekh Nawsha, as they are smaller than their
Kurdish allies. In addition, the training they have received from their US and British
combat veterans will undoubtedly help them should they go on the offensive against
IS anytime soon.
“Too many Westerners could create too much of a stir. We’ve had bad experiences
as well. We have to take in one or two people, then grow to trust them,”

Neg – Providing Federal Aid will continue to perpetuate sectarian violence
in Iraq and throughout the Middle East (2015)
The New Republic "At War in the Garden of Eden" Jen Percy, August 9 2015
<http://www.newrepublic.com/article/122439/war-garden-eden>

ISIS has targeted the Yazidis, Assyrian Christians, and the region’s other minority
groups for persecution. Each faith is fighting over the same questions they were
fighting over when their theologies developed, which is really the question of
which culture will be dominant, whose God, or whose version of God, will be the
better God. This fight has meaning not only here but around the world, and its
battlegrounds inexorably draw the faithful to its violence. “We’re not going to let
them create some caliphate through Syria and Iraq,” President Obama said in
August 2014, as he used ISIS’s atrocities as a reason to renew airstrikes in Iraq and
continue the military operations he vowed to end. Obama, it could be argued, was
not interested in a theocratic campaign against ISIS—his concern was preventing
genocide.
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Neg – Funding the NPU would be contradictory to our current strategy of
training (2015)
CNN "Pentagon confident of U.S. strategy for countering ISIS despite recent setbacks" Jamie Crawford,
July 1 2015 <http://www.cnn.com/2015/07/01/politics/carter-dempsey-isis-iraq-syria/>

"That is the strategy that will both provide for the victory over ISIL or the defeat of
ISIL," Defense Secretary Ashton Carter told reporters Wednesday. "And then,
secondly, and this is very important, for that defeat to stick and endure."
To date, there have been over 10,000 Iraqi security forces that have gone through
training at various sites across Iraq, including 500 Sunni tribal elements in the
western province of Anbar, where Iraqi security forces lost the key city of Ramadi
in May.
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A Resolution to Combat Human
Trafficking
Research Compiled and Summaries Written by Shin San

◈ Text of Legislation◈

◈ General Analysis ◈
Free trade, while opening world markets, is feared in many quarters as degrading
human rights. As poorer countries try to expand exports in a free-trade market, wages
and working conditions can drop in order to offer the best price for a product. The
legislation most likely was given rise amidst the finalization of the Transpacific Trade
Partnership, a major free trade agreement amongst 12 governments. Congressional
concern has been rising from the fact that because one of the 12 governments
negotiating the multinational trade agreement, is classified as a Tier 3 country in the
U.S. State Department’s TIP Report.

◈ Affirmative Analysis ◈
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The affirmative believes that upholding human rights and enforceable standards to
eradicate human slavery should be at the center of any multilateral trade negotiation, in
accordance with each of our religious and moral teachings.

◈ Affirmative Cards◈
Aff – Current free trade decision making leaves out human rights (2015)
Reuters Media. “Activists Protest Human Trafficking, TPP.” August 5, 2015.
<https://www.popularresistance.org/activists-protest-human-trafficking-tpp/>

“In this case our government, our president, our State Department is rubberstamping some of the worst human rights violations that we can find anywhere on
the face of the Earth,” said Jamie Kemmerer of MoveOn.org. He added, “About
two million people, it’s estimated, are actually in slavery or human trafficking in
Malaysia right now. So the idea that you would upgrade them from tier three to tier
two, simply so that they could sign, is something that is very troubling to a lot of
human rights activists.” In May, just as Obama’s drive to win “fast-track” trade
negotiating authority for his trade deal entered its most sensitive stage in the U.S.
Congress, Malaysian police announced the discovery of 139 graves in jungle
camps used by suspected smugglers and traffickers of Rohingya Muslims from
Myanmar.

88

Aff – Malaysia a problematic trade partner, on human rights grounds (2015)
The Huffington Post. “Human Trafficking Still Plagues Obama's Trade Ambitions.” May 19, 2015.
<http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2015/05/19/human-trafficking-tpp_n_7323044.html>

Malaysia, one of the nations included in the talks, is officially considered one of the
worst offenders on human trafficking, according to the U.S. State Department. Each
year the State Department issues a report detailing human trafficking abuses around
the world, and cites government efforts to combat or tolerate it. Malaysia is
considered a "Tier 3" country, meaning it is home to some of the worst abuses, and
its government has no formal plans to improve its behavior. Other Tier 3 countries
include Iran, North Korea and Syria. The Trans Pacific Partnership is an important
agreement. But instead of caving and lying about Malaysia’s record, the
administration should use it to pressure Malaysia to improve its record on human
trafficking. What kind of signal does it send if America lets one of the world’s
worst offenders off the hook in order to clear the way for a massive trade
agreement?
The Tiering system is part of the critical important and globally watched annual report
called the Trafficking in Persons (TIP) published by the State Department annually.

Aff – Free trade exploits that labor market (2015)
Reuters Media. “Activists Protest Human Trafficking, TPP.” August 5, 2015.
<https://www.popularresistance.org/activists-protest-human-trafficking-tpp/>

Bernadette Ellorin of Bayan USA said free trade agreements, like the TPP, will
further exploit the labor market and create the conditions for more human
trafficking. “What free trade agreements like the TPP essentially do is that they
basically break our economies into a million pieces. They condition our economies
to be, through liberalization and deregulation and privatization and essentially
denationalization, our economies no longer provide for us. They provide for the
global market and that includes the labor markets,” said Ellorin.
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Aff – TPP signatory Malaysia still has high human trafficking (2015)
Reuters. “Rights groups urge U.S. to reconsider Malaysia human-trafficking rating.” Jason Szep, July 9,
2015.<http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/07/09/us-usa-malaysia-traffickingidUSKCN0PJ2PK20150709#IvBHjKIkLOqRARZl.99>

In May, just as Obama's drive to win "fast-track" trade negotiating authority for his
trade deal entered its most sensitive stage in the U.S. Congress, Malaysian police
announced the discovery of 139 graves in jungle camps used by suspected
smugglers and traffickers of Rohingya Muslims from Myanmar. Malaysia hopes to
be a signatory to Obama's legacy-defining Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), which
would link a dozen countries, cover 40 percent of the world economy and form a
central element of his strategic shift towards Asia.

Aff – Dialogue can help stop human trafficking (2015)
The Hill. “Trade legislation can help stop human trafficking.” David Abramowitz, June 10, 2015.
<http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/international/244538-trade-legislation-can-help-stop-humantrafficking>

These two provisions — no fast-track until real action on human trafficking and
strengthening authority to prohibit the entry of goods made with forced or prison
goods — together can have a critical and measurable impact over time on the
issues of modern slavery and international trade. They show that the United States
can expand trade and address serious human rights concerns at the same time.
With the ILO estimating that nearly 21 million workers are in modern slavery at
any one time, and with many of those workers involved in the global supply chains
that reach the United States, we need to use all of our tools to stop human
trafficking around the globe. We shouldn't let our open markets fuel this trade, and
whatever one thinks of the Trade Act of 2015, these provisions are a positive step
in ensuring the products Americans buy are not tainted with slavery.
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Aff – The U.S. is morally obliged to stop chronic moral wrongdoings (2003)
Council on Foreign Relations. “America's Destiny Is to Police the World.” February 19, 2003.
<http://www.cfr.org/united-states/americas-destiny-police-world/p5559>

So who does that leave to be the world's policeman? Belgium? Bolivia? Burkina
Faso? Bangladesh? The answer is pretty obvious. It is the country with the most
vibrant economy, the most fervent devotion to liberty and the most powerful
military. In the 19th century Britain battled the "enemies of all mankind", such as
slave traders and pirates, and kept the world's seas open to free trade. Today the
only nation capable of playing an equivalent role is the US. Allies will be needed
but America is, as Madeleine Albright said, "the indispensable nation". In 1904,
President Theodore Roosevelt declared: "Chronic wrongdoing, or an impotence
which results in a general loosening of the ties of civilised society, may ultimately
require intervention by some civilised nation, and in the western hemisphere the
adherence of the United States to the Monroe Doctrine may force the United
States, however reluctantly, in flagrant cases of such wrongdoing or impotence, to
the exercise of an international police power." Thus, by Roosevelt's logic, the US
is obliged to stop "chronic wrongdoing", for the simple reason that nobody else
will do the job. That is what the US has been doing for the past decade in places
like Bosnia, Kosovo, Afghanistan, and now Iraq.
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◈ Negative Analysis ◈
Obama administration officials often argue that a smart foreign policy is achieved when
the government properly balances American interests and American values. One
argument holds that huge trade deals can pull nations such as Malaysia out of poverty
and could benefit workers there immensely, so shouldn’t be held up by isolated human
rights issues.

◈ Negative Cards ◈
Neg – Human trafficking is a problem in the U.S. itself (2015)
CNN. “How workers are trafficked into the U.S. -- the ugly truth.” July 22, 2015.
<http://www.cnn.com/2015/07/22/opinions/human-trafficking-laws-u-s-/>

The State Department's Trafficking in Persons (TIP) Report ranks countries based
on their efforts to eradicate human trafficking, and the United States has a Tier 1
ranking. But this top rank doesn't just require a country to have anti-trafficking
laws on the books and evidence of enforcement against traffickers -- it also calls
for the country's continual improvement in efforts to eradicate modern slavery.

Neg – Problem too entrenched to leverage over trade deal (2007)
Duke University. “Globalization and Human Trafficking.” Devin Brewer.
<http://www.du.edu/korbel/hrhw/researchdigest/trafficking/Globalization.pdf>

It must be acknowledged that forms of slavery and human trafficking are not just
outcomes of globalization; they are part of the globalization process itself that
involves a functional integration of dispersed economic activities. The process of
globalization is especially pronounced and entrenched in the world economy. An
increasingly integrated world economy enables human trafficking to thrive. Just
like the slavery of old, modern day trafficking of humans is a lucrative business
that has only become more rewarding for traffickers with the advent of
globalization. In fact, the trans-Atlantic slave trade of centuries ago epitomized
economic globalization. Just as it was back then, human trafficking, as abhorrent
as it is, remains a matter of supply and demand.
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Neg – The U.S. already has a powerful tool to monitor human trafficking
(2010)
Department of State. “The Role of the United States in Combating Human Trafficking.” July 12, 2010
<http://www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/rm/2010/141728.htm>

Congress articulated in the Trafficking Victims Protection Act – the TVPA.
Countries are assessed, and sorted into clusters or Tiers as we call them. Based on
in-country reporting from our embassies, NGOs, and other partners, we strive for a
fair and transparent glimpse into the on-the-ground efforts against trafficking in
persons through the “three P” paradigm of Prosecution, Protection, and Prevention.
The Report is not a rebuke or reprimand to our fellow countries; it’s a real
assessment on how countries are doing – or frankly, sometimes not doing – in the
fight against modern slavery. It’s a smart power tool that leads to greater bilateral
and multilateral partnerships. The Report might lead to tough discussions, but it has
driven action worldwide. Because of the Report, countries have implemented
legislation, trained law enforcement, raised public awareness, implemented
protective mechanisms for victims, and in the end, what’s important: freed people
from slavery.
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Neg – Trade agreements can’t be sideloaded with side agreements (2015)
International Business Times. “Trans-Pacific Partnership: Are Free Trade Agreements Like TPP Really
A Tool For Fixing Labor Rights Abuses?.” Angelo Young, August 6, 2015
<http://www.ibtimes.com/trans-pacific-partnership-are-free-trade-agreements-tpp-really-tool-fixinglabor-2041003>

“It’s easy to point to bad examples, like the Thailand slavery issue , but it’s unfair
to paint a country’s entire industry with the same brush. There are a lot of people in
Thailand that depend on seafood harvesting and there’s a real economy there,” says
Bill Watson, trade policy analyst, trade policy analyst at the libertarian Cato
Institute. “There are other ways for the United States to engage countries on these
issues, but we shouldn’t use these issues to keep trade barriers in place.” Jagdish N.
Bhagwati agrees. As a free-trade purist, the professor of economics at Columbia
University says trade pacts are more likely to lure countries like India into future
deals if they aren’t weighed down with side-agreements. “If we do regional trade
agreements like the TPP we can’t overload them with side demands, like
intellectual property requirements, or labor and environmental conditions,” he says.
“India – which is a democracy, by the way – doesn’t want trade pacts weighted
down with side conditions. The Indian position is that these issues are important,
but linking them to free trade agreements doesn’t work.”

Neg – Humans are trafficked into the U.S. from countries not in FTAs
(2014)
International Business Times. “Trans-Pacific Partnership: Are Free Trade Agreements Like TPP Really
A Tool For Fixing Labor Rights Abuses?.” Angelo Young. 8/6/15.
<http://www.theatlantic.com/china/archive/2013/07/kidnapped-and-sold-inside-the-dark-world-of-childtrafficking-in-china/278107/>

Child trafficking and its relationship to adoption in China is a serious problem,
but also a deeply opaque one. It is a taboo topic for the Chinese government,
which acknowledges the problem exists but also does not make public statistics
about the number of children kidnapped or the number of children sold into
adoption. Because of the implications for the tens of thousands of families in the
United States and elsewhere in the West who have adopted children from China
-- Americans alone adopted nearly 3000 Chinese children in 2012 -- the topic is
often taboo outside of China's borders, too.
This can be used in combination with the fact that U.S. has only 20 free trade partners
but human trafficking is a global phenomenon that operates without borders.
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A Bill to Remove Military Commanders from
Decisions Over the Prosecution of Sexual
Assault Cases
Research Compiled and Summaries Written by Nicholas Aranda

◈ Text of Legislation◈

◈ General Analysis ◈
This bill is a revamp of the military justice improvement act, which has been repeatedly
knocked down in both the house and the senate recently. The legislation focuses on the
large issue of numerous sexual assaults cases in the United States military, many of
which have gone ignored or dismissed. The bill seeks to bring about a greater form of
justice in military assault cases by removing military commanders from the judicial
process of prosecution.

◈ Affirmative Analysis ◈
The affirmative can take advantage of using the severity and prevalence of military
sexual assaults as a large and significant problem worthy of congressional action. The
affirmative is then primarily burdened with showing that removing military
commanders is necessary and will bring about a form of better quality justice.
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◈ Affirmative Cards ◈
Aff – Sexual assaults are still an epidemic in the military (2015)
Huffington Post, The Military Justice Improvement Act Ensures Justice, Despite What Its Critics Say,
Col. Don Christensen, President, Protect Our Defenders, June 6th, 2015
<http://www.huffingtonpost.com/don-christensen/the-military-justice-improvement-act-ensuresjustice_b_7596940.html>

The 2014 RAND survey estimates that there were 20,300 active-duty members in
2014 who were the victims of sexual assault; the majority of whom were assaulted
at least twice, suggesting there were over 47,000 assaults against service members
in 2014 alone. While the sexual assault rate is down from 2012, it is virtually
unchanged from 2010. In other words, after four years, the military has shown no
improvement. These numbers are even more startling when you consider it does
not include the thousands of civilian employees, spouses, children, and members
of local communities and foreigners abroad who were sexually assaulted by
military members.

Aff – Military commanders fail to protect victims and often are the leading
assailants (2015)
Huffington Post, The Military Justice Improvement Act Ensures Justice, Despite What Its Critics Say,
Col. Don Christensen, President, Protect Our Defenders, June 16th, 2015
<http://www.huffingtonpost.com/don-christensen/the-military-justice-improvement-act-ensuresjustice_b_7596940.html>

However, retaliation rates show commanders are failing to protect victims now.
Sixty-two percent of victims are suffering retaliation, and the recent Human Rights
Watch report proves the retaliation is severe and pervasive. It should be no surprise
that according to the RAND survey, 45% of survivors were dissatisfied or very
dissatisfied with their treatment by their chain of command after reporting their
assault. This reflects an utter failure in leadership. Moreover, one in five activeduty women were sexually harassed last year, and over 60% of the time, it was by
someone in their chain of command.
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Aff – The current system creates an inherent conflict of interest (2015)
Washington, D.C. Office, Hill Wants Sex Assault Cases Out of Commands, Sarah Blansett, 2015,
<https://speier.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=817:hill-wants-sex-assaultcases-out-of-commands&catid=2&Itemid=15>

Nancy Parrish, president of Protecting Our Defenders, said that system creates an
inherent conflict of interest. "The reporting of sexual assaults must be taken out of
the chain of command if we are ever going to fix the epidemic of sexual assault in
our military," she said. A study by the Department of Veterans Affairs found that 23
percent of women and 26 percent of men in the military said that their attacker was
in their chain of command. "Victims are often afraid to report their assaults to a
superior and commanders are hesitant to report assaults as it will negatively affect
their careers leading many to cover up the assaults or ignore reports," Parrish said.
Officers making the decision to prosecute have no legal or investigative training.
"It's as absurd as having to report your rape to the president of your company and
then letting them decide whether or not you are allowed to go to the police," she
said.

Aff – Less than one percent of assailants are convicted in a military
commander led court (2013)
Huffington Post, It Is Time to Change the Culture of the Military and Change Attitudes About Sexual
Assault, Paula Coughlin Become A Fan, November, 2013 <http://www.huffingtonpost.com/paulacoughlin/military-sexual-assault_b_4312348.html>

It doesn't matter what rank the commander is, what gender, or what their job is on
the ground, in the air, or on the sea: they can randomly make a complaint go away.
They are under no requirement to collect evidence, investigate, and adjudicate if
they choose to handle the complaint within the command. In fact, they can make the
victim's' life so miserable they too go away. A commander can choose to adjudicate
the complaint so that they then serve as legal professional to both the victim and the
attacker. The Commanding Officer can actually determine the scope of the crime
and charge the victim with the crime of adultery if the attacker is married. Less than
1 percent of sexual assault crimes actually end with a conviction.
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Aff – Military commanders often retaliate (2013)
Center For American Progress,Twice betrayed; bringing Justice to the U.S. Military’s Sexual Assault
Problem, Lindsay Rosenthal & Lawrence Korb, Nov. 2013, <https://www.americanprogress.org/wpcontent/uploads/2013/11/MilitarySexualAssaultsReport.pdf>

As stated above, the Pentagon’s official estimate is that only 11 percent of sexual
assault victims report the crimes committed against them. Of the female service
members surveyed in the WGRA who reported the crimes against them to military
personnel in their chain of command, about two-thirds reported that they
experienced some form of retaliation for reporting. Therefore, it is not surprising
that of the victims who did not report the crimes committed against them, 47
percent said they feared retaliation and another 43 percent were aware of the
negative experiences of other victims who did report. Moreover, according to the
WGRA, fully half of women who did not report sexual crimes committed against
them believed that nothing would be done about it.
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◈ Negative Analysis ◈
The negation speaker has the tougher case to make regarding this legislation. Rather
than denying the issue of sexual assaults in the military, it should be argued that
removing commanders from the process doesn’t solve any of the root issues or
eradicate the issue of sexual assault. Furthermore, there is evidence to suggest that
removing commanders from the process will only further exacerbate the issue and
cause new problems to arise.

◈ Negative Cards ◈
Neg – Media reports misinform the public about the reality of sexual assault
cases in the military (2013)
CNN, Military chiefs oppose removing commanders from sexual assault probes, Eliott C. Mclaughlin,
Cnn, June 5th, 2013 <http://www.cnn.com/2013/06/04/politics/senate-hearing-military-sexual-assault/>

Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman Carl Levin said there may be public
confusion about the military's reporting process. Referring to media reports that
there is only one way to report sexual assault, the Michigan Democrat asked each
of the military heads at a hearing if there currently are multiple options in addition
to notifying a unit commander. They replied yes. They also told the committee that
instances of commanders ignoring their judge advocate general's' advice in sexual
assault cases are extremely rare.

Neg – Removing Commanders from the process won’t eliminate retaliation
or encourage more reporting (2014)
Huffington Post, Military Sexual Assault Cases To Remain Within The Chain Of Command, Laura
Bassett Become A Fan, March, 2014 <http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/03/06/gillibrands-militarysexual-assault_n_4913108.html>

Opponents of Gillibrand's bill, including the Pentagon, McCaskill and Sens. Kelly
Ayotte (R-N.H.) and Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.), argue that there is no evidence
showing that stripping commanders' responsibility for sexual assault cases would
eliminate retaliation or encourage more reporting. Commanders should be held
more accountable for sexual assault in the ranks, they said, not less.
"If you've got a rape in the barracks, the worst thing that can happen in a unit is for
the commander to say, 'This is no longer my problem,'" Graham said.
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Neg – A better alternative is to keep commanders in the process and require
explanations for discontinuing a case (2013)
Center for American Progress,” Twice betrayed; bringing Justice to the U.S. Military’s Sexual Assault
Problem”, Lindsay Rosenthal & Lawrence Korb, Nov. 2013, <https://www.americanprogress.org/wpcontent/uploads/2013/11/MilitarySexualAssaultsReport.pdf>

In cases involving sexual assault and other forms of gender-based violence,
Congress should require that any prosecutor who discontinues a case of sexual
violence provide a written, detailed explanation to the complainant describing
why the case was dropped and advising the victim again of any services that are
available to them. The victim should be given the right to seek clarification on
any details not provided. A copy should also be provided to the victim counsel
and victim advocate. The United Nations Handbook for Legislation on Violence
Against Women recommends requiring an explanation for the victims. Its purpose
in this context is to increase transparency in communication with victims and
victim advocates, offer closure or acknowledgement for victims, and create
documentation that could potentially help with the presumption in favor of
offering VA benefits to survivors of military sexual assault.

Neg – Commanders have the better interest of the military in mind (2013)
Duke University law journal, “Duke review: Sexual Assault in the Armed Forces” Charles J. Dunlap Jr.,
Professor of the Practice of Law Executive Director, Center on Law, Ethics and National Security,
November 28th, 2013,
<http://scholarship.law.duke.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=5891&context=faculty_scholarship>

Sen. Gillibrand wants to yank commanders out of the disciplinary process in favor
of lawyers, but victims will find that even well-intentioned lawyers are less able to
vindicate their claims than are commanders. Because American Bar Association
rules dictate that prosecutors not pursue cases in the “absence of sufficient
admissible evidence to support a conviction,” lawyers gauge which cases to take to
trial based upon whether or not they subjectively think juries will conclude that the
admissible evidence meets the demanding “beyond a reasonable doubt” standard.
Military commanders, however, see things differently because they have a wider
set of responsibilities, including maintaining the morale and discipline so essential
to leading. Thus, military law only requires them to find “reasonable grounds to
believe that an offense has been committed” in order to send a case to trial.
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Neg – Leaving commanders out of the process can further harm victims
(2013)
Mother Jones, “The fight over how to stop military sexual assault, explained”, Erika Eichelberger, 1120-2013 <http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2013/11/mccaskill-gillibrand-military-sexual-assault>

McCaskill, a former prosecutor who specialized in sex crimes, says that the
Gillibrand proposal sounds logical but won't work. One reason, she argues, is that it
could increase retaliation, because victims wouldn't have the support of
commanders to move forward on a sexual assault case. In cases in which
prosecutors decline to pursue charges, she adds, victims would be out of luck.
"Over the past two years, there have been at least 93 cases in which prosecutors
declined to pursue charges, but in which a commander launched a court martial,"
McCaskill wrote in an op-ed at the Huffington Post Monday. "Many of those
courts-martial resulted in convictions. That's 93 victims who would never have had
their day in court if commanders lost the ability to bring a case to court martial."
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A Bill to Subsidize Public Transportation
Research Compiled and Summaries Written by Sophia Zupanc

◈ Text of Legislation◈

◈ General Analysis ◈
Over the last few years, reliance on public transportation has increased through the US.
This bill attempts to meet that increase in demand by lessening the price of public
transportation for Americans through a subsidy program. The controversial part of this
piece of legislation is the provision that calls to fund this proposal by increasing the
federal gas tax by ten percent. Be ready to debate the gas tax because that will certainly
be a major part of this debate.

◈ Affirmative Analysis ◈
Affirmative debaters not only need to prove that providing subsidies for transit would
be a good way to keep ridership up, but they also need to explain why increasing the
gas tax is the right way to find doing so. A good strategy on this bill could be having on
contention regarding transit subsidies and then another contention that explains why
increasing the gas tax is the best way to go about raising the revenue for it.

◈ Affirmative Cards ◈
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Aff – Increasing the gas tax will have very little market effect (2015)
American Road and Transportation Builders Association, “Gas Tax Market Impact Study” Alison Black,
June 16, 2015 < www.artba.org/gettingbeyondgridlock/gastaxmarketimpactstudy >

The analysis, by Dr. Alison Black, chief economist for the American Road &
Transportation Builders Association (ARTBA), found, on average, the price for a
gallon of regular gasoline the day after a state gas tax increase goes into effect only
reflects about 22 percent of the new levy. A month after enactment, only about a
third of the levy shows up in the pump price, she says, and thereafter, it is not a
significant retail price factor. The study also found that since 2005 the average
weekly price of gasoline nationally has fluctuated, on average,five cents per gallon.
Black says a modest increase in the federal gas tax rate to restore the purchasing
power of the user fee—last adjusted in 1993—would likely be "lost" in the week-toweek price fluctuation experienced at the pump.

Aff – Increasing the gas tax could actually cause a decrease in the of
gasoline (2015)
American Road and Transportation Builders Association, “Gas Tax Market Impact Study” Alison Black,
June 16, 2015 < www.artba.org/gettingbeyondgridlock/gastaxmarketimpactstudy >

The research found that one year after enactment of a state gas tax increase, the
average price for a gallon of regular had dropped, on average, 3.7 percent below
the market price the day before the tax increase went into effect. Over the same
time frame, the average national price had dropped 3.3 percent. The study also
involved development of a fixed effects econometric model to empirically analyze
the state market impacts resulting from the 19 one-time and variable rate gas tax
changes that occurred in 13 states during 2013. The results from that analysis also
support the conclusion that only a portion of any gas tax rate increase—or
decrease—is reflected in the daily retail price of gasoline.
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Aff – An increase in the gas tax is long overdue (2014)
The Washington Post “Why we need to raise the gax tax- and then get rid of it” Emily Badger, July 2, 2014 <
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonkblog/wp/2014/07/02/why-we-need-to-raise-the-gas-tax-and-then-getrid-of-it/>

Now we have seen several things come into play: The growth in vehicle miles
traveled has actually declined for nine consecutive years. The increase in fuel
efficiency has been pretty dramatic. And then we’ve got highway construction costs
that have not been declining. As a result of the combination of inflation, fuel
efficiency and changing driving patterns, we’ve got a Highway Trust Fund that is in
a tailspin. According to the AAA, the average motorist is paying half per mile of
what they paid in 1993 to use the roads.

Aff – Subsidizing transit helps disadvantaged Americans (2013)
Business Insider, “Here’s how the government should be subsidizing public transit” Davis Levinson and
Davis King, April 22, 2013, < http://www.businessinsider.com/the-right-way-to-subsidize-public-transit2013-4>

Transit helps the transportation disadvantaged. Equity or welfare has often been an
argument in favor of subsidy, that we do it to provide benefits for people unable to
afford otherwise, or transportation for the disadvantaged. This gets more into values
than economics, but there are some people who would be employed but for their
ability to access jobs, so some subsidy on the transportation front is at least partially
repaid by more economic productivity.

Aff – Raising the gas tax gets rid of things we don’t like (2015)
The New Yorker “Raise the Gas Tax Already” James Surowicki, July 24, 2015 <
http://www.newyorker.com/business/currency/raise-the-gas-tax-already>

It helps to correct, at least mildly, a clear market failure: people who drive don’t
pay the full costs of the externalities they create, including the wear and tear they
put on roads, the pollution they emit, and the congestion they help produce. And
while certain taxes disincentivize, to some degree, things we like (such as work or
investment), the gas tax, by raising the cost of driving, gets us less of things we
don’t like (pollution, carbon emissions, and road wear). That’s why even
conservative economists, like Gregory Mankiw, have been ardent advocates of
gasoline taxes. This is also an excellent moment to raise the gas tax, since oil and
gas prices are so much lower than they were, making any price increase at the
pump more palatable to drivers.
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◈ Negative Analysis ◈
It’s said that for every economist there is an equal and opposite economist, and
fortunately for you, the negation debater, this is true. While the affirmative can tout all
the economists that support increasing the gas tax, you can tout all of those who oppose
it. On strategy is to attack this bill through explaining that this bill will have no net
effect because while it aims to help disadvantaged people by subsidizing transit, it also
places the largest tax burden on them.

◈ Negative Cards ◈
Neg – One bad subsidy does not justify another (2013)
Business Insider, “Here’s how the government should be subsidizing public transit” Davis Levinson and
Davis King, April 22, 2013, < http://www.businessinsider.com/the-right-way-to-subsidize-public-transit2013-4>

One bad subsidy does not deserve another. Just because cars are subsidized is not a
reason to subsidize transit. It is an argument to remove the subsidies that exist.
Technically (if not politically) it would be relatively easy to charge cars for their
full cost (i.e. eliminate their subsidy) via higher fuel taxes (or mileage fees) but the
amount of the incremental charge would have a very small effect on total
automobile use.

Neg – The cost is too high and the benefits are too low (2013)
Business Insider, “Here’s how the government should be subsidizing public transit” Davis Levinson and
Davis King, April 22, 2013, < http://www.businessinsider.com/the-right-way-to-subsidize-public-transit2013-4>

Finally there are lots of reasons not to trust the recent experience in transportation
with investment. The costs are too high and the benefits are too low. Giving more
funds to existing institutions to build more capital-intensive infrastructure while
existing infrastructure deteriorates may not produce the hoped for results.
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Neg – Subsidies need an external funding source (2015)
The City Fix, “To Subsidize or Not to Subsidize Public Transport: That Is the Question” Dario Hidalgo,
June 29, 2015, <http://thecityfix.com/blog/subsidize-public-transport-that-is-the-question-dariohidalgo/>

Subsidies need an external and sustainable funding source. The average user
should not be required to pay a higher fare to cover the cost of other users, as this
type of measures only discourages the average person from using public transport.
It is like charging parents more to pay for the fare of their children. This decreases
overall demand and burdens everyone financially. Unfortunately, this does not
seem to be the case in Bogota’s draft ordinance aimed at reducing students’ fare

Neg – Raising the gas tax would do more harm than good (2015)
USNews “The Truth about Infrastructure” Randal O’Toole, March 24, 2015 <
http://www.usnews.com/opinion/economic-intelligence/2015/03/24/dont-raise-gas-tax-to-fix-supposedinfrastructure-crisis>

Managers of user-fee-funded infrastructure know they have to maintain the
facilities to keep users happy and revenues flowing. On the other hand, as Oliver
noted, politicians happily cut ribbons for new projects but consider maintenance of
existing infrastructure to be politically boring. This means raising federal gasoline
taxes is likely to do more harm than good. Congress will be motivated to use most
of that money for construction of new roads and transit facilities that state and
local governments won’t have the money to maintain. Instead of raising fuel taxes,
Congress should encourage infrastructure managers to focus on user fees. One way
of doing so would be to distribute federal funds as matches to user fees.

Neg – The burden of the gas tax would fall on disadvantaged Americans
(2009)
Transportation Research Board, “The Empirical Research on the Social Equity of Gas Taxes, Emissions
Fees, and Congestion Charges” Lisa Schweitzer, 2009, <
http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/sr/sr303Schweitzer.pdf>

Of the many issues I raise throughout, I wish to highlight here three major
takeaway points. First is that the estimates here fall at about 0.5 percent of income
for households under $25,000 for gas taxes, emissions fees, and some limited
implementation HOT lane proposals. For fairly comprehensive, high-cost tolls, the
estimates go as high as 2 percent for low-income drivers.
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The Clean Lung Act of 2015
Research Compiled and Summaries Written by Sarah Kuczmarski

◈ Text of Legislation◈

◈ General Analysis◈
Smoking bans have become increasingly popular throughout cities in the US. While
some view smoking bans as a way to increase the health of the American population,
others view it as an intrusion too far into personal choice. This legislation would work
to promote further bans by encouraging states to implement smoking bans with
additional funding.
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◈ Affirmative Analysis ◈
Not only do smoking bans improve public health, they reduce cigarette consumption in
general. It is widely known that smoking and secondhand smoke is dangerous. It’s
time we allow Americans to breathe clean air in public places. While not as obviously
sinister as guns or knives, smoking can be seen as a deadly weapon that has no place in
our public spaces.

◈ Affirmative Cards ◈
Aff – Smoking bans improve public health (2014)
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention "Smoke Free Policies Improve Health" November 25, 2014
<http://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/data_statistics/fact_sheets/secondhand_smoke/protection/improve_health/>

Exposure to secondhand smoke from burning tobacco products causes disease and
premature death among nonsmokers.1 There is no risk-free level of secondhand
smoke, and even brief exposure can cause immediate harm.1 Studies have shown
that smokefree laws that prohibit smoking in public places like bars and restaurants
help improve the health of workers and the general population. 1-17 Some of these
improvements in health outcomes, such as reductions in hospital admissions for
heart attacks, begin to be realized shortly after the laws take effect. 1–5

Aff – Smoking Bans improve health of hospitality workers (2012)
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention "Smoke Free Policies Improve Health" November 25, 2014
(cited study published between 2009 and 2012)
<http://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/data_statistics/fact_sheets/secondhand_smoke/protection/improve_health/>

Hospitality Workers’ Health

In 2009, a report by the International Agency for Research on Cancer concluded
that there is sufficient evidence (the highest level of evidence under the report’s
rating scale) that implementation of smokefree legislation decreases respiratory
symptoms in workers.4
Hospitality Workers’ Health

● In 2009, a report by the International Agency for Research on Cancer concluded
that there is strong evidence (the second highest level of evidence under the
report’s rating scale) that implementation of smokefree legislation causes a
decline in heart disease morbidity.4
● In 2010, a report by the Institute of Medicine concluded that there is a causal
relationship between smokefree laws and decreases in acute coronary events,
although the report was unable to estimate the magnitude of this association. 5
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● In 2010, a Cochrane review of 12 studies found consistent evidence of a
reduction in hospital admissions for cardiac events following implementation of
smokefree laws.6
● In 2010, a meta-analysis of 17 studies of the effect of smokefree laws on acute
coronary events reported a pooled estimate of relative risk of 0.90 (95%
confidence interval: 0.86 to 0.94) and concluded that a large body of evidence
exists supporting a reduction in acute coronary events following the
implementation of smokefree laws, with the effect increasing over time. 7
● In 2012, a random-effects meta-analysis of 45 studies of 33 smokefree laws
with a median follow-up of 24 months (range: 2–57 months) found that
comprehensive smoke free laws were associated with lower rates of hospital
admissions or deaths for:
○ Coronary events (relative risk: 0.848)
○ Other heart disease (relative risk: 0.610)
○ Cerebrovascular accidents (relative risk: 0.840)
○ Respiratory disease (relative risk: 0.760)
The difference in risk did not change with longer follow-up. More comprehensive
laws were associated with larger decreases in risk. 8

Aff – Bans reduce cigarette consumption by 30% (2015)
ABC News "Do Smoking Bans Really Get People to Quit?" Lias Stark, 2015
<http://abcnews.go.com/WNT/QuitToLive/story?id=1292456>

"When you make workplaces, public places, restaurants and bars smoke-free,
people smoke less," said Dr. Stanton Glantz, director of the Center for Tobacco
Control Research and Education at the University of California, San Francisco.
"They sell fewer cigarettes."
Smoking bans increase the stigma and hassle of smoking, and remove some of the
social cues for lighting up. Workplace bans, especially, can have a dramatic effect.
"We've consistently found that you get a 30 percent drop in cigarette consumption
when you make a workplace smoke-free," Glantz said. "About half of that is
people cutting down and about half of it is [people] quitting."

109

Aff – BLOCK against “bans harm business for bars/restaurants” (2004)
ABC News "Do Smoking Bans Really Get People to Quit?" Lias Stark, 2015 (citing 20014 study)
<http://abcnews.go.com/WNT/QuitToLive/story?id=1292456>

But a 2004 study in California, Connecticut, Delaware, Maine and New York -states with smoking restrictions -- showed no significant change in restaurant and
bar revenues.
Now at Dover Downs, business is booming.
"Well, at first there were fewer people because the smokers were sort of rebelling,
but now they're back," said patron Auga Fitch.
Smoking bans are gaining popularity, even at home. Studies in California and
Massachusetts show nearly half of all smokers ban smoking in their houses.
Gretchen Morrison is one of them.
"It's not just the smell and the stench," she said. "It's for health reasons, also."
Morrision says her home smoking ban has forced her to cut back. She hopes it will
help her quit to live.

Aff – Smoking bans benefit babies and children (2014)
C BS News "Smoking bans have health benefits for kids, study finds" Mary Dallas, March 28, 2014
<http://www.cbsnews.com/news/smoking-bans-linked-to-drop-in-premature-births-kids-asthma-attacks/>

Bans on smoking in public places and the workplace in North America and Europe
are linked to a 10 percent drop in premature births and the number of children
going to the hospital for an asthma flare-up, according to a new study.
The study authors said this positive trend occurred within one year of smoke-free
policies being put into effect. They added that their findings show smoking bans
have significant health benefits for both adults and children.
The study was published online March 28 in the journal The Lancet.
"Our research found significant reductions in preterm birth and severe asthma
attacks in childhood, as well as a 5 percent decline in children being born very
small for gestational age after the introduction of smoke-free laws," Dr. Jasper
Been, of the Maastricht University Medical Centre, in the Netherlands, said in a
journal news release.
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◈ Negative Analysis ◈
There are 2 ways to look at the negative side: (1) this legislation goes too far (2) this
legislation does not go far enough. For the first argument, you could argue that
individuals and businesses should be able to make their own decisions to fulfill market
needs. It Americans want to be in smoke-free environments, they will only go to
restaurants and public places that do not allow smoking. Therefore, the market will
naturally adjust and business owners will change their policies to ban smoking and
attract more customers. Ultimately, the market will work on its own to achieve the
level of smoking that people want. Besides, a growing number cities and counties
already have smoking bans, so this legislation would just be redundant and
unnecessary.
On the other hand, you could argue that this legislation does not go far enough. This
bill defines “public places” as workplaces, restaurants, and bars. However, there are of
course many other places in which Americans could encounter unhealthy second-hand
smoke. If we really care about the health of American citizens, we should instead enact
a smoking ban legislation that would include locations such as parks, beaches,
museums and monuments, and perhaps even private cars when children are present.

◈ Negative Cards ◈
Neg – Numerous cities and counties already have smoking bans (2015)
ABC News "Do Smoking Bans Really Get People to Quit?" Lias Stark, 2015
<http://abcnews.go.com/WNT/QuitToLive/story?id=1292456>

More than 2,000 cities and counties now have laws that restrict indoor smoking.
In New York City, the number of adult smokers fell by 500,000 in four years, in
part because of smoking bans in restaurants, bars and offices.
More than 680 cities also place some restrictions on smoking outdoors as well.
Note: You can use this card to show that this legislation is unnecessary because so
many areas already have smoking bans. This legislation would just be redundant, and
cause the federal government to pay out large amount of funds unnecessarily.
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Neg – Legislation does not include all public places (2015)
ABC News "Do Smoking Bans Really Get People to Quit?" Lias Stark, 2015
<http://abcnews.go.com/WNT/QuitToLive/story?id=1292456>

In San Francisco, studies concluded that smoking bans helped drop the lung cancer
rate by 6 percent. City parks then became smoke-free, and so have many
California beaches.
Hundreds of cities no longer allow smoking at building entrances. There's even
been talk of banning smoking in private cars when children are present.
Note: One problem with this legislation is that is does not include enough “public
places.” Instead of just workplaces, restaurants, and bars, a comprehensive smoking
ban should also include parks, beaches, and perhaps even private cars with children.

Neg – Other nations going much further than this legislation (2015)
The Economist "No Smoke Without Ire" July 22, 015
<http://www.economist.com/blogs/gulliver/2015/07/smoking-bans>

There is an inevitability about the march of the smoke-free zone. The mission of
those enforcing them has already crept. Originally the ethos for much anti-smoking
legislation was that second-hand smoking harmed others. But as the legal antipathy
towards e-cigarettes and outdoor smoking shows, now it is rather about trying to
stamp out the habit for good. Even countries in which a cough and a drag are an
accepted way of life are clamping down. France is adopting some of the most
draconian anti-smoking measures in the world, making some locals fume—or,
rather, not fume. And new laws in China outlaw smoking not just in workplaces,
hotels and public transport, but tourist hotspots too, including the Great Wall and
the Forbidden City.

Neg – Critics worry bans may go too far (2015)
ABC News "Do Smoking Bans Really Get People to Quit?" Lias Stark, 2015
<http://abcnews.go.com/WNT/QuitToLive/story?id=1292456>

Bans Going Too Far?

Critics of government-imposed smoking bans worry what comes next.
"Is this a form of spousal abuse to smoke around your spouse? If you have pets, is
this a form of cruelty to animals?" said Jacob Sullum, senior editor of Reason
magazine.
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The fight over smoking bans continues in many parts of the country. Bars and
casinos are the biggest battleground. They are often the last refuge of smokers who
want to light up inside.
Dover Downs casino in Delaware was forced to limit smoking by a state law; it is
allowed only in a separate lounge. Like many business owners, they worried about
a decline in customers.

Neg – The market will naturally solve smoking problem w/o gov. (2007)
CATO Insitute "The Case Against Smoking Bans" Thomas Lambert, 2007
<http://object.cato.org/sites/cato.org/files/serials/files/regulation/2006/12/v29n4-4.pdf>

Advocates of a laissez-faire approach to the issue of indoor smoking maintain that
an unregulated market will produce an optimal number of smoking and smoke-free
establishments as business owners respond to the demands of patrons
and employees. If patrons and employees are willing to pay more for a smoke-free
environment (via, respectively, higher prices for the business’s goods and services,
or lower wages) than smokers are willing to pay for the right to smoke, then
business owners will be motivated to ban smoking. Otherwise, they will not. Thus,
there is no need for the government to force establishments to go nonsmoking; the
market will provide an optimal number of nonsmoking facilities.

Neg – Business owners should establish rules for themselves (2007)
CATO Insitute "The Case Against Smoking Bans" Thomas Lambert, 2007
<http://object.cato.org/sites/cato.org/files/serials/files/regulation/2006/12/v29n4-4.pdf>

Controversies over smoking in public places are ultimately controversies over
property rights. Does a smoker have the right to fill the air with his or her smoke, or
do nonsmokers have the right to smoke-free air? In other words, who “owns”
the air? A smoking ban effectively gives nonsmoking patrons the right to the air. By
contrast, the laissez-faire approach effectively permits the owner of the
establishment to determine the proper allocation of air rights within his or her
space. The owner may choose to give the rights to smoking patrons (by
permitting smoking), nonsmokers (by banning smoking), orto try to accommodate
both by designating some parts of the establishment nonsmoking but permitting
smoking elsewhere within the space.
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A Bill to Amend the Lobbying Disclosure
Act of 1995 to Provide Greater
Transparency in the Legislative Process
Research Compiled and Summaries Written by Nicholas Aranda

◈ Text of Legislation◈

◈ General Analysis◈
The Lobbying Disclosure act of 1995 was introduced and passed in congress to address
the large concern of lobbyists manipulating congress to the benefits of large
corporations and firms. The concern of the American people was that the discourse
occurring between congress persons and lobbyists was information that further
contributed to the corruption of congressional ethics. The Lobbying Disclosure Act of
1995 was later amended by the “Honest Leadership and Open Government act of 2007”
which addressed many of the issues in this bill and made those changes, with the
exception of removing the third criteria.
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◈ Affirmative Analysis ◈
Transparency within the operative government has made large strides since 1995,
however it still has far to go. This bill could potentially redefine a lobbyist to fit the
modern standards of technology and discourse, while still allowing lobbyists to
successfully do their jobs.

◈ Affirmative Cards ◈
Aff – Both politicians and the general public acknowledge the need for
greater lobbying transparency (2011)
How To Reform Lobbying: Transparency, “Let’s Make Lobbyists — And Anyone Else Wanting To
Influence The U.S. Government — Post Their Intentions On A Public Website.”, Lee Drutman, August 1,
2011 <http://www.psmag.com/politics-and-law/how-to-reform-lobbying-transparency-34112>

That Washington is corrupted by special interests and lobbyists is perhaps the most
common critique of the federal government. Poll after poll reveals a public
convinced that lobbyists are an unethical, destructive influence. Accordingly, most
lobbying reform proposals take a strong moralizing tone. “Drain the swamp” was
Nancy Pelosi’s rallying cry in 2006, backed by a promise to, on day one, “break
the link between lobbyists and legislation.” President Obama, too, spent his
campaign bashing special interests (as did John McCain). Obama also made a
symbolic point of enacting new lobbying rules for his administration on day one.

Aff – The lobbying disclosure act must be updated and reformed in order to
stay true to its intentions (2014)
Center for Public Integrity, “Lobbying disclosures leave public in the dark”, Marcelo Rochabrunemail,
August 8th, 2014 <http://www.publicintegrity.org/2014/08/25/15344/lobbying-disclosures-leave-publicdark>

The Lobbying Disclosure Act says “public confidence in the integrity of
government” will increase when “the identity and the extent of the efforts of paid
lobbyists to influence federal officials” is disclosed.

Aff – There is no legitimate access to lobbyist and politician information
(2011)
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Huffington Post, “Three Years After the Honest Leadership and Open Government Act”, It's Time to Do
More, Rob Miller Become A Fan, May 25, 2011 <http://www.huffingtonpost.com/rob-miller/its-time-todo-more-three_b_716241.html>

In 2007, the House also changed its rules governing earmarks, for the first time
requiring lawmakers to disclose their earmark requests. Unfortunately, that
information is buried in committee reports and on Congressional websites; it's time
to mandate a single, searchable official earmark database. We must also
permanently ban earmarked money for campaign contributors and the for-profit
companies of which they are members of the board of directors. Washington's
culture of quid pro quo must be ended; the only way to break the cycle is to force
transparency on our lawmakers.

Aff – Increased government transparency has presidential support (2015)
White House, “Transparency and Open Government”, The Federal Government, 2015,
<https://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/TransparencyandOpenGovernment>

Government should be transparent. Transparency promotes accountability and
provides information for citizens about what their Government is doing.
Information maintained by the Federal Government is a national asset. My
Administration will take appropriate action, consistent with law and policy, to
disclose information rapidly in forms that the public can readily find and use.
Public engagement enhances the Government's effectiveness and improves the
quality of its decisions. Knowledge is widely dispersed in society, and public
officials benefit from having access to that dispersed knowledge
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Aff – Numerous Americans identify a lack of congressional transparency as
more important than any other issue (2014)
Transparency International-Usa, “Promoting Government Accountability At Home”, Director of TI-US
2014, <http://www.transparency-usa.org/what/LawRegulation/GvmntAccountabilityAtHome.html>

While the United States has a comprehensive and mature system of laws and
regulations and unparalleled transparency to help ensure the accountability of the
U.S. government to the American people, numerous corruption scandals have
underscored the need for vigorous and credible action to restore the public’s trust.
In the 2006 U.S. mid-term elections, more than 40 percent of those responding to
exit polls identified corruption and ethics in government as more important than
any other issue, including the war in Iraq. TI-USA’s recent advocacy has focused
on the accountability of funds committed to bringing the United States out of the
financial crisis, reforming government contracting, freedom of information,
conflicts of interest and congressional ethics.
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◈ Negative Analysis ◈
While the bill has some great intentions of increasing transparency, the bill never really
accomplishes that. In fact many of the amendments the bill proposes have already been
implemented by the Honest Leadership and Open Government act of 2007, with the
exception of removing the third criteria; however, removal of the third criteria doesn’t
increase transparency at all, it only allows more wiggle room for lobbyists to expand
the sectors that they dive into.

◈ Negative Cards ◈
Neg – The bill won’t work because lobbyists will avoid registration even
after legislation is passed (2014)
Center for Public Integrity, “Lobbying disclosures leave public in the dark”, Marcelo Rochabrunemail,
August 25, 2014 <http://www.publicintegrity.org/2014/08/25/15344/lobbying-disclosures-leave-publicdark>

Lobbyist registration is required when an influence practitioner spends at least 20
percent of his or her time for a paying client lobbying the federal government, per
the complex federal definitions of “lobbyist” and “lobbying activities.”
As regulations have tightened and anti-lobbyist actions have heightened, the
overall number of federally registered lobbyists has declined. The amount of
money reportedly spent on federal lobbying efforts has also slipped each year since
2010, according to the Center for Responsive Politics.
The drop, some have theorized, may be due to more lobbyists terminating their
registrations rather than doing less influencing

Neg – Many states are already taking the initiatives for their state senators
to abide by these standards (2015)
Massachussetts Office of the Commonwealth, “Lobbyist Public Search”, William Francis Galvin,
Secretary Of The Commonwealth Of Massachusetts, 2015,
<http://www.sec.state.ma.us/LobbyistPublicSearch/>

Search data is collected from registration records and disclosure reports submitted
by lobbyists, lobbying entities, and their clients. Massachusetts General Law
requires any party providing or retaining lobbying services to register annually,
and submit disclosure reports twice a year.
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Neg – A national database of disclosure already exits (2015)
United States office of the Senate, “The Public Disclosure Index, Section 203 Of Hloga (Ld-203)”, July
2nd, 2015 <http://www.senate.gov/legislative/Public_Disclosure/LDA_reports.htm>

Section 209 of HLOGA requires the Secretary of the Senate to make all documents
filed under the LDA, as amended, available to the public over the Internet. The
information and documents may be accessed in two ways. A researcher with a
specific query in mind may use the query system, which has been expanded from
that available prior to January 1, 2008. A researcher who is interested in
downloading the Secretary’s lobbying documents database may do so

Neg – Lobbyists are quitting their jobs with increased regulations (2010)
Center For Responsive Politics, “The Deregistration Dilemma: Are Lobbyists Quitting the Business as
Federal Disclosure Rules Tighten?”, Communications, June 30th, 2010
<http://www.opensecrets.org/news/2010/06/the-deregistration-dilemma-are-lobb/>

They may be attempting to avoid new limitations on federal lobbying. Perhaps
they’re seeking to skirt the notoriety of being a federally registered lobbyist.
No matter the reason, some lobbyists are reconfiguring their jobs so that they are
not required to remain on the congressional rosters of federally registered lobbyists
or simply quitting the influence game altogether. The study, conducted by the
Center for Responsive Politics with support from OMB Watch, indicates that a
recent surge in lobbyist deregistrations spiked in 2008 — before President Barack
Obama took office and began instituting policies that limited federally registered
lobbyists’ activities. This report follows a similar study from November, which
sought to explain why thousands of lobbyists are no longer registered with the
federal government to peddle influence.
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Neg – Lack of transparency isn’t the real lobbying issue (2011)
Brookings institute for governance studies, “A better way to fix lobbying”, Lee Drutman, Lee Drutman is
a senior fellow in the program on political reform at New America. , June 6th, 2011
<http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/papers/2011/6/06%20lobbying%20drutman/06_lobby
ing_drutman.pdf>

This paper argues that high-handed moralizing about lobbying misses the
point: Lobbyists are not inherently corrupting, nor does their primary influence
stem from some devilish power to automatically compel legislative outcomes
through campaign contributions and/or personal connections, as is commonly
believed. Rather, their influence comes from their ability to become an essential
part of the policymaking process by flooding understaffed, under-experienced,
and overworked congressional offices with enough information and expertise to
help shape their thinking
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A Bill to Reform Gun Laws for the
Intellectually Disabled
Research Compiled and Summaries Written by Kevin Hauff

◈ Text of Legislation◈
◈ General Analysis ◈
This bill will make gun laws more stringent regarding individuals that are intellectually
disabled. This bill will not allow them, or the individuals that live with them, to own
guns. This is different than current laws because now individuals will not need to be
ruled “intellectually disabled” in a court of law, but by a professional psychiatrist. This
will lead to fewer guns in the hands of the intellectually disabled but may also infringe
on their and other’s Second Amendment rights.

◈ Affirmative Analysis ◈
There are several ways for the affirmative to argue for this bill. The best argument is
that this bill will help to prevent mass shootings in the United States and keep guns out
of the hands of intellectually disabled individuals. Another argument for this bill is that
it will allow medical professionals to determine whether individuals are fit to own a
gun, rather than this being determined by a court of law. The last argument for this bill
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is that it will allow for a nationwide database of intellectually disabled individuals to
make background checks better.

◈ Affirmative Cards ◈
Aff – Intellectually Disabled individuals will no longer be allowed to buy
guns at gun shows (2011)
The Wall Street Journal "Many Mentally Ill Can Buy Guns" Vanessa O’Connell and Gary Fields, January
12, 2011
<http://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424052748704515904576076200491395200>

Additionally, a mentally ill person who has been banned from buying a weapon
can circumvent the system by using an unlicensed dealer at a gun show, in his
neighborhood or through classified ads, because no background check is required
for such transactions.

Aff – Americans feel that mental health screening and support is the most
important thing to prevent mass shootings (2013)
Public Religion Research Institute "After Newton, Increasing Number of Americans Say Better Mental
Health Screenings Most Important Way to Prevent Future Mass Shootings" January 23, 2013
<http://publicreligion.org/research/2013/01/january-2013-tracking-poll/#.Vjkl97erSM8>

When asked about the most important way to prevent future mass shootings
from occurring in the U.S., 3-in-10 (30%) cite better mental health screening and
support, one-quarter (25%) point to stricter gun control laws and enforcement,
and 1-in-5 (20%) say placing more emphasis on God and morality. Only about
1-in-10 Americans cite stricter security at public gatherings (11%) or allowing
more private citizens to carry guns (9%) as the most important way to prevent
future mass shootings.
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Aff – This bill will cause states and territories to report their mental health
records to the national background check system (2014)
CNN "The real gun problem is mental health, not the NRA" Mel Robbins, June 25, 2014
<http://www.link_to_article.com/Ctrl+V-here>

Next, we've got to connect the dots between mental health records and National
Instant Background Check. In 2014, Mayors Against Illegal Guns released a report
calling for states to close this gap. It found that 11 states and the District of
Columbia have no reporting laws, and another 12 states have submitted fewer than
100 mental health records to the national background check system.

Aff – Most mass murders are mainly perpetrated by mentally unstable
individuals (2015)
National Review "What Gun-Control Advocates Mean but Dare Not Say: Guns Should Be Confiscated"
Charles Krauthammer, October 8, 2015
<http://www.nationalreview.com/article/425290/gun-control-mass-shooting-mental-healt >

Obama didn’t say them. Nor did he seriously address the other approach that could
make a difference: more-aggressive psychiatric intervention. These massacres are
almost invariably perpetrated by severely disturbed, isolated, often delusional
young men.
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Aff – Background checks have not had success at stopping mass shooters
(2015)
Breitbart "Harry Reid to Use ‘Mental Health’ for Gun Control, Won’t Provide Details" Awr Hawkins,
October 6, 2015
<http://www.breitbart.com/big-government/2015/10/06/harry-reid-use-mental-health-gun-control-wontprovide-details/>

Reid did not say Tuesday if his legislation would include more stringent
“background checks”— perhaps background checks of would-be buyers’ “mental
health.”
Reid did not explain how he will convince Senators to expand background checks
to cover more sales when Senator Joe Manchin (D-WV) — the sponsor of the
expanded background check bill pushed after Sandy Hook — admitted his bill
would not have stopped the Sandy Hook attack from taking place. On top of this,
nearly every mass shooter in recent memory who didn’t steal his guns acquired
them via a background check.
In fact, background checks have proven so impotent against mass shooters that it is
harder to name a mass shooter from the last 15 years who did not pass a
background check than it is to name one who did.
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◈ Negative Analysis ◈
The negative has several good arguments against this bill. The main one is that it
impedes on an individual’s Second Amendment right to bear arms, especially
individuals that live with an intellectually disabled person. Another reason is that the
bill discriminates against intellectually disabled individuals and may discourage them
from seeking medical help in order to keep their weapons. Intellectually disabled
individuals are also responsible for only a small number of violent crimes, so it is
wrong to make a bill that specifically targets this group.

◈ Negative Cards ◈
Neg – This bill may discourage individuals from seeking medical help (2013)
NRA Institute for Legislative Action "Mental Health and Firearms" January 24, 2013
<https://www.nraila.org/articles/20130124/mental-health-and-firearms>

A person cannot be federally disqualified from owning a gun based simply on a
psychiatrist’s diagnosis, a doctor’s referral, or the opinion of a law enforcement
officer, let alone based on getting a drug prescription or seeking mental health
treatment. Doing so would actually discourage troubled people from getting the
help they need.

Neg – Most violent crime aren’t committed by intellectually disabled
individuals (2015)
Mother Jones"John Oliver Slams Republicans Who Only Discuss Mental Health to Actively Avoid Gun
Control" Inae Oh, October 5, 2015
<http://www.motherjones.com/mixed-media/2015/10/john-oliver-mental-health-guns>

In reality, this is dangerously problematic because, as Oliver explains, "the vast
majority of mentally ill people are nonviolent, and the vast majority of gun
violence is committed by non-mentally-ill people."
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Neg – Other factors are equally important when it comes to violent crime
(2015)
Newsweek "Maybe Oregon Shooting and Others Aren’t About Mental Illness" Matthew Cooper, October 2, 2015
<http://www.newsweek.com/maybe-oregon-shooting-and-others-arent-about-mental-illness-378875>

The authors’ study suggests that a reductionist link between mental health and
mass shootings is too simplistic. Most mentally ill persons are more likely to be
victims of crime, and so many never commit violence. The common post-shooting
cry that more resources should go toward dealing with mental illness misses the
point. So many factors seem to go into mass shootings—age, alcohol and drug use,
social isolation, the availability of guns, whether the shooter knows the victims
(usually they do) and mental illness—that the problem needs to be addressed in its
totality.

Neg – The right to bear arms is an inalienable right (2014)
The Heritage Foundation "The Second Amendment and the Inalienable Right to Self-Defense" Nelson Lund, April
17, 2014
<http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2014/04/the-second-amendment-and-the-inalienable-right-to-self-defense>

The right to self-defense and to the means of defending oneself is a basic natural
right that grows out of the right to life. The Second Amendment therefore does not
grant the people a new right; it merely recognizes the inalienable natural right to
self-defense. Lawmakers may outlaw certain types of weapons, but they may not
disarm the citizenry

Neg – Guns help people to protect themselves from intruders (2012)
Forbes "Disarming the Myths Promoted By the Gun Control Lobby" Larry Bell, February 21, 2012
<http://www.forbes.com/sites/larrybell/2012/02/21/disarming-the-myths-promoted-by-the-gun-controllobby/>

Most of the actual self-defense shootings in the Cato study didn’t involve
concealed carry licenses, but more typically had to do with responses to residential
invasions. Of these, 488 involved home burglaries. In addition, there were 1,227
incidents where intruders were induced to flee the scene by armed inhabitants,
circumstances that might otherwise have resulted in injurious assaults including
rapes and murders. There were 285 news accounts indicating that the defender had
a concealed weapon license, which in the majority of these incidents took place
outside a home or place of business.
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A Bill to Increase Funding for the
Department of Homeland Security
Research Compiled and Summaries Written by Sylvia Culpepper

◈ Text of Legislation◈

◈ General Analysis◈
This bill is calling for the increased budget to the Department of Homeland Security.
The details are implying that the funding would be more to the disaster relief portion,
FEMA. In the past FEMA has helped assist to the effects of natural disasters such as
Hurricane Katrina. To this day, FEMA is still having to assist in rebuilding things as far
back as 2005. This leaves the budget stretched extremely thins. Rates of storm
occurring are getting higher and higher, so FEMA is having to abandon rebuilding
projects from the past in order to fund newer projects. More money is needed in order
to keep up with the building of prevention methods as well as the projects from the
past.
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◈ Affirmative Analysis ◈
The arguments for an increased budget are fairly broad. Basically, communities will be
negatively affected if more money does not come in. There have been claims of FEMA
mishandling funds, when in fact it is just presidential err and policy flaws that have
made money go wasted in the past. Also, FEMA has helped other territories of the US
and positive ways.

◈ Affirmative Cards ◈
Aff – FEMA is not responsible for the influx of needs for funding. (2015)
Heritage Organization “FEMA Reform Needed: Congress Must Act” David Inserra, February 2015
<http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2015/02/fema-reform-needed-congress-must-act>

“The result has been that FEMA now responds to a disaster every 2.8 days and has
needed more and more money to cover the costs of responding to growing numbers
of disasters to which it responds. The Stafford Act has at least two provisions that
are to blame. First, the act shifts at least 75 percent of disaster response costs to the
federal government. In the event of a disaster, states normally have to pay for the
costs of responding, but if the President declares the disaster a major disaster
worthy of federal assistance, than 75 percent or more of response costs are covered
by the federal government. The result has been that states now request federal help
whenever they can, since it will bring federal dollars. This creates a vicious cycle as
states respond to increased federalization of disasters by preparing less and setting
less funding aside for disasters. As a result, states are less prepared for disasters,
they request more government help, and thus the cycle is perpetuated. The second
problematic provision of the Stafford Act makes it far too easy for states to request
disaster assistance. The act vaguely requires that a disaster be “of such severity and
magnitude that effective response is beyond the capabilities of the State and the
affected local governments and that Federal assistance is necessary,”[3] and that
storm-related damages top approximately $1.40 per capita, which for several states
is less than $1 million.[4] So even local disasters that are centered in one state and
cost as little as $1 million can be considered federal disasters. This combination of
easy-to-acquire federal assistance and the substantial monetary benefit from federal
involvement puts FEMA in high demand, leaving it unprepared—both in terms of
readiness and money—for truly catastrophic disasters where it is most needed. To
stop the over-federalization of disasters and the harm it does to FEMA’s ability to
respond, Congress must return more responsibility for smaller disasters to states.”
This piece of evidence will shut down any claim that FEMA mishandled its own funds,
implying that FEMA will continue into the same pattern of wasting money.
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Aff – Constituents have want and will continuously need more flood
protection. (2014)
Napa Valley Register “New study makes the case for more federal flood control funding.” Kevin
Courtney, September 2014. <http://napavalleyregister.com/news/local/new-study-makes-the-case-formore-federal-flood-control/article_788d5d13-1c89-58be-a814-dee4714be079.html>

“The flood project will be 70 percent complete when the bypass channel is finished,
which is enough to protect downtown and neighborhoods along Napa Creek and
lower flood levels elsewhere, Miller said.
Not completing that additional 30 percent — primarily flood walls north and south
of downtown — means that an estimated 2,243 houses and commercial buildings
would still get a foot or two of water in a so-called 100-year flood, the district
estimated.
“There are still people who won’t be safe after the bypass” unless the flood walls
are built, Techel said. On Friday, local flood officials will also be meeting with
Brig. Gen. Mark Toy, the new commander of the Corps’ South Pacific Division
who will be making his first visit to visit the Napa flood project.
Napa County voters approved a 20-year sales tax increase in 1998 for flood
protection and water projects countywide. In Napa, the money paid for land
acquisition, new bridges and the relocation of utilities so that the federal
government could then build flood defenses along the Napa River and Napa Creek.
The Corps has build wetlands south of Imola Avenue and a flood wall in downtown
that included a redesigned Veterans Memorial Park and a river promenade around
the Napa Mill complex. Federal funds have also paid for the relocation of Napa
Valley Wine Train tracks and flood protection along Napa Creek. With the bypass
contract, the federal government’s spending on flood control in Napa has surpassed
$200 million.”
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Aff – An increased budget needs to reimburse the mistakes of policy from
the past that still affect people today. (2011)
Disaster News “FEMA budget woes hit communities” October 2011
<http://www.disasternews.net/news/article.php?articleid=4328>

A flood of disasters across the United States have strained FEMA's resources,
leaving communities with unfunded long-term reconstruction needs, experts say.
There have been 89 disasters declared in 2011 so far for which aid has been
requested from the Federal Emergency Management Agency, a single-year-record,
USA Today reported Monday. With little money in FEMA's 2012 budget to pay for
repairing damage created by Hurricane Irene on the East Coast in September,
FEMA Administrator Craig Fugate warned: "We may risk having to go back to
[emergency-needs funding] and suspending permanent work on all open disasters."
In late August, FEMA's relief funds dropped so low the agency suspended $550
million in funding for long-term recovery projects nationwide, including rebuilding
parts of Louisiana still coming back from 2005's Hurricane Katrina. Experts say
there are other reasons for FEMA's empty coffers. Presidents Barack Obama,
George W. Bush and Bill Clinton increased the use of emergency declarations for
smaller incidents. Also, FEMA has reimbursed states $484 million in snow-removal
costs since 1998, even though at one time the agency resisted covering those costs.

Aff – FEMA has positive impacts on places even outside the US. (2015)
Virgin Islands Daily News “$2.2 million in FEMA grants to help boost training, readiness” Jonathan
Austin, August 2015
<http://virginislandsdailynews.com/news/2-2-million-in-fema-grants-to-help-boost-training-readiness1.1922753>

The Virgin Islands will use $2.2 million in Federal Emergency Management
Agency grant funds for personnel, vehicles and training to support emergency
preparedness, communications and transportation infrastructure security.
The territory received an $854,000 grant from the Homeland Security Grant
Program to fund projects designed to assist in the event of man-made or natural
threats, said Christine Lett, spokeswoman for the V.I. Territorial Emergency
Management Agency.
The funding will provide continued training for analysts at the V.I. Fusion Center,
which is part of VITEMA's homeland security program; to enhance the
government's information sharing systems; and to strengthen Virgin Islands
cybersecurity, Lett said.
The money will be used to continue training urban search-and-rescue teams; to
offer first responders training to respond to hazardous material incidents; to
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establish a youth preparedness program; and to purchase a simulator to facilitate
real-life training for first responders, Lett said. The grant money also will provide
training exercises that focus on hazardous material responses and urban search-andrescue situations, she said. The territory can use 50 percent of the funding for
personnel to conduct the training programs and manage the projects. Lett said the
territory has received $130,136 as part of a competitive grant called Operation
Stone Garden. The grant invests in joint efforts to secure borders in states bordering
Mexico and Canada, as well as in states and territories with international water
borders.
She said the funding will be used to provide training for the V.I. Police Department
and for the purchase of equipment to improve the response to marine and land
threats.
Lett said an Emergency Management Performance Grant of $942,773 is one of the
principal sources of funding for the V.I. Emergency Operating Centers. The grant
supports emergency management personnel costs; funds communication vehicles,
including maintenance and upgrades; helps pay for continuation of the 911 center;
and helps fund emergency management-based training and exercises.
A Port Security Grant of $340,446 will be managed through the V.I. Port Authority
to fund security for the islands' transportation infrastructure, Lett said.
The competitive grant will allow the Port Authority to conduct risk-management; to
offer training and exercises; and to increase port resiliency.
The money must be used to address Coast Guard-identified vulnerabilities in port
security and to support the prevention, detection, response, and recovery from
attacks involving non-conventional weapons.

Aff – FEMA’s budget needs to be replenished to continue fixing lasting
effects of storms. (2011)
The Daily Beast “FEMA’s Budget Disaster” Daniel Stone and Laura Colarusso, August 2011
<http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2011/08/27/fema-s-disaster-budget-becomes-politicalissue.html>

It’s been a busy year for America’s disaster agency, and that may soon spell disaster
for its budget. It started with severe winter storms in the east and southwest in
January. Tsunami waves from the Japanese earthquake struck the West Coast and
Hawaii in March, followed by the tornado that flattened parts of southern Missouri
in May. Several Midwest states saw flooding earlier this month. And an earthquake
and hurricane rocked the East Coast this week.
So far in 2011, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has
responded to “major disasters” 65 times, among the highest in the agency’s history.
The unprecedented demand has stretched the agency and its budget increasingly
thin. Craig Fugate, FEMA’s administrator, told White House reporters in May that
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the agency’s disaster relief fund was running low, then just above $1 billion.
Without an infusion from Congress, he said, relief workers would only address
immediate needs, like delivering food and water, instead of less immediate concerns
like clearing felled trees and cleaning streets.
But just weeks before the worst of Hurricane Irene began to pelt Washington, D.C.
and New York with heavy rain and wind, the agency’s disaster relief fund dropped
below $1 billion—to $792 million—nearly the lowest the fund has ever been only
eight months into the year. As a result, FEMA officials on Saturday implemented
what’s known as "immediate needs funding guidance,” which allows the agency to
divert funds from long-term repair and rebuilding projects so it can focus on
response and recovery efforts from the hurricane.
Previously, cash-strapped states have relied on FEMA to help rebuild schools,
hospitals and other public infrastructure after major natural disasters. But with a
bank balance of $792 million to respond to the areas affected by the hurricane,
stretching from North Carolina up to New England, officials expect those funds to
deplete quickly in the coming few days.
Getting the agency more money for both Irene and disasters through the rest of the
year will require an act of Congress. But already the issue has become political,
with the same fault lines forming as they did during the debt debate that paralyzed
Washington last month.
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◈ Negative Analysis ◈
The main arguments around not increasing funding to the Department of Homeland
Security are that the past has shown a repetitive cycle of the misuse of funds and
failure. Money is displaced and not managed properly, and at one point members were
found embezzling money. Why go into a repetitive cycle of wasting taxpayer dollars
especially when the program does not get things done properly?

◈ Negative Cards ◈
Neg – FEMA is not effective. (2014)
Downsizing Government Organization “The Federal Emergency Management Agency:Floods, Failures,
and Federalism” Chris Edwards, December 2014
<http://www.downsizinggovernment.org/dhs/fema#sthash.DK8tjKVR.dpuf>

FEMA’s response to some major disasters has been slow, disorganized, and
profligate. The agency’s actions have sometimes been harmful, such as when it has
blocked the relief efforts of other organizations. FEMA’s dismal response to
Hurricane Katrina in 2005 dramatized the agency’s bureaucratic dysfunction.
Private medical air transport companies played an important role in evacuations
after Katrina. But FEMA officials provided no help in coordinating these services,
and they actively blocked some of the flights.FEMA “refused Amtrak’s offer to
evacuate victims, and wouldn’t return calls from the American Bus
Association.”Indeed, both the Motorcoach Association and the American Bus
Association could not get through to anyone at FEMA to offer help for
evacuations.The Red Cross was denied access to the Superdome in New Orleans to
deliver emergency supplies.FEMA turned away trucks from Walmart loaded with
water for New Orleans, and it prevented the Coast Guard from delivering diesel
fuel. Offers of emergency supplies, vehicles, and specialized equipment from other
nations were caught in federal red tape and shipments were delayed.A New York
Times article during the disaster said there was “uncertainty over who was in
charge” and “incomprehensible red tape.”141 A key problem that Katrina made clear
is that the government’s emergency response system has become far too complex.
The system “fractionates responsibilities” across multiple layers of governments
and multiple agencies.142 There are 29 different federal agencies that have a role in
disaster relief under the National Response Framework. 143 These agencies are
involved in 15 different cross-agency “Emergency Support Functions.” There is
also a National Incident Management System, a National Disaster Recovery
Framework, and numerous other “national” structures that are supposed to
coordinate action.
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Neg – FEMA does not close a disaster fast enough or efficiently enough.
(2011)
USA Today “Disasters' strain FEMA's resources” Thomas Frank, October 2011
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/washington/story/2011-10-23/disasters-strain-femafunds/50886370/1

FEMA's ability to respond to an extraordinary event also was in jeopardy. "Our
balances got to such a point that it was a concern of mine. What would have
happened if an earthquake or a large-scale event had occurred?" FEMA
Administrator Craig Fugate told a Capitol Hill hearing Oct. When a disaster is
declared, FEMA sets money aside after consulting with a state to pay estimated
recovery costs. That money remains committed to an individual disaster until
FEMA "closes" the disaster by certifying that all recovery work is finished and all
spending is accounted for. When a disaster is closed, FEMA can reclaim unspent
money and apply it to other disasters. But disasters now take on average 10 years to
close, FEMA records show, even though the agency says it typically takes four to
five years for recovery work to be completed. Before 1990, disasters took an
average of five years to close, records show.
The longer time period means that more money is likely to be sitting in old disaster
accounts, waiting to be reclaimed for other disasters if FEMA could conclude the
accounting.

Neg – FEMA fails to track their own funds. (2013)
“FEMA’s Failure To Track $66 Billion In Funds Puts Long-Term Disaster Recovery Efforts At Risk”
Amanda Vicinanzo, November 2013
http://www.hstoday.us/briefings/grants-funding/single-article/femas-failure-to-track-66-billion-in-fundsputs-long-term-disaster-recovery-efforts-at-risk/444950edb0dfb6853d6d55d0885819ad.html

$66 billion dollars in obligated disaster funds in question after the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) failed to track costs and performance
data for its long-term recovery offices, FEMA is at risk of mismanaging disaster
relief funds, according to a recent audit by the Office of Inspector General of the
US Department of Homeland Security (DHS OIG). “FEMA risks mismanaging
disaster relief funds because it does not track costs or performance data and has not
created and implemented standardized policies, procedures and performance
measures for long-term recovery offices,” the DHS OIG report stated. Similarly,
Homeland Security Today reported last month that another OIG audit found
significant flaws in FEMA's $247 million disaster relief system that may hamper an
effective response to a catastrophic disaster. In July, Homeland Security Today
reported that 58 management and disaster relief fund audit reports by DHS's
Inspector General identified $88.6 million in questioned costs, and $8.9 million in
funds that could be put to better use.For example, an OIG audit found FEMA
officials did not correctly apply their own disaster relief guidelines in response to
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the catastrophic 2008 flooding in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, resulting in a loss to
taxpayers of more than $12 million. Between 1994 and 2013, FEMA’s long-term
recovery offices were responsible for 26 major disaster declarations totaling $66
billion in obligated funds. Without tracking costs, FEMA could not evaluate the
cost-effectiveness of the long-term recovery offices. Long-term recovery offices are
established in cases where state and local community officials, businesses and
citizens need additional recovery assistance. These offices are generally opened in
the case of a major disaster that overwhelms the FEMA Regional Office. To
maintain accountability, The Federal Managers' Financial Integrity Act of 1982
requires federal agencies to properly account for revenues and expenditures
applicable to agency operations. While FEMA tracked overall disaster costs, it
failed to track costs by location. The OIG indicated FEMA must track the costs for
each long-term recovery office, stating, “Without tracking costs or data, FEMA
cannot determine whether these offices are cost effective." With the federal costs
associated with Hurricane Sandy—the most destructive hurricane of the 2012
Atlantic hurricane season, as well as the second-costliest hurricane in United States
history— likely to surpass all disasters except Hurricane Katrina, the OIG
emphasized the importance of implementing new tracking policies.

Neg – FEMA wasted their previous funds.(2013)
Daily Signal “Federal Disaster Relief Spending Out of Control” Matt Mayer, April 2013
http://dailysignal.com/2013/04/05/federal-disaster-relief-spending-out-of-control/

There is a significant amount of waste, fraud, and abuse in FEMA disaster relief.
Heritage detailed the pork components of the Hurricane Sandy package, including
the fishery funding in Alaska and the roof funds for the Smithsonian in Washington,
D.C. As reported by Fox News, “Federal investigators said Wednesday that as
much as $700 million in federal aid intended to help some 24,000 Louisiana
families elevate their homes after Hurricanes Katrina and Rita in 2005 may have
been misspent.” If you think Hurricane Katrina was an anomaly, peruse the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security’s Office of Inspector General’s webpage for
FEMA reports. You’ll find that waste, fraud, and abuse of FEMA funds is as
commonplace as spring floods in Iowa; summer fires in Texas, Colorado, and
California; winter snowstorms in New England; and tropical storms in the Gulf
Coast.
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A Bill to Ensure Fairness to High Skilled
Workers
Research Compiled and Summaries Written by Sylvia Culpepper

◈ Text of Legislation◈

◈ General Analysis ◈
This bill is going to make the process of entering America for working immigrants
easier. The immigrants normally have to wait years to get into this country just to work
due to limitations. This can be detrimental to our workforce as number of those
immigrants are highly skilled and therefore would be useful to this country.

◈ Affirmative Analysis ◈
The affirmative side of this argument has a strong base for the fact countless statistics
show how much high skilled immigrants have helped businesses and our economy.
Also, our system is so clogged that it causes immigrants to end up turning to different
countries, giving those countries an economic boost over us. Also, there is proof that
the majority of high skilled immigrants are more educated than native citizens. That is
another major reason why immigrants deserve to have jobs here.
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◈ Affirmative Cards ◈
Aff– Companies need and want high skilled workers. (2015)
Technet “TechNet Urges Approval for Fairness for High-Skilled Immigrants Act in U.S. House” Jim
Hock, 2015
<http://www.technet.org/technet-urges-approval-for-fairness-for-high-skilled-immigrants-act-in-u-shouse>

Today some highly-skilled immigrants wait significantly longer than others in
receiving employment-based green cards. This is not due to differences in skills, but
due to a “per country cap,” a little known provision in current law which limits to
seven percent the total number of green cards issued to people from any one
particular country. H.R. 3012 would eliminate this counter-productive per nation
cap on employment-based visas in favor of a more fair, “first come, first serve”
system, where all employment-based immigrants who meet the U.S. government’s
requirements have the same wait time and same burden of a system short on green
cards.
“America needs the best and brightest to fuel our innovation economy and make
sure we are the epicenter of this discovery,” said Rey Ramsey, President and CEO
of TechNet. “Given that more than 40 percent of the world’s population comes
from just two countries which supply the vast majority of highly skilled immigrants
to America – India and China – the arbitrary limit of seven percent per country
forces many of these talented people to go other nations to create innovation,
economic value and jobs. That makes no sense. This bill is smart policy that will
help ensure that our nation attracts and keeps the best talent regardless of where
they come.”

Aff – The US needs more high skilled workers. (2011)

Kirberger Law Firm “Why Is Reform of US Annual Green Card Quotas Important?” 2011
http://immigration-lawyer.com/fairness-for-high-skilled-immigrants-act-hr-3012-in-house/

In short, the US is not producing enough skilled workers, particularly in fields such
as mathematics, science and engineering. Therefore, US businesses must obtain
such skilled workers from outside the United States. However, such extreme
waiting periods for the green card provide a disincentive for foreign nationals to
stay in the US to work and to live.
Current backlogs create enormous instability and uncertainty among both foreign
nationals who apply for US green cards, as well as for the US companies who need
them.
Green card applicants working in the US who face long waiting periods can often
continue to work legally in the US while their green card cases are pending under
certain provisions of US immigration law, e.g., the portability provisions of the H1B visa category. However, many have applied for the green card while working in
other temporary work visa categories such as the L-1, and thus do not have access
to H-1B portability provisions. Moreover, even if H-1B portability applies, careers
often stall due to a reluctance to change employers, as such changes often require
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them to re-start the burdensome Labor Certification (PERM) process all over again
once they move to another employer. Continued H-1B renewals under portability
provisions can also become very costly and create other logistical challenges to
both employers and employees. Finally, the spouses of these green card applicants
who hold H-1B visas generally cannot work for this lengthy period unless they have
an H-1B in their own right, along with their own pending green card application.
In addition to the problems above, green card waiting periods keep entrepreneurial
foreign workers from pursuing innovative ideas and opportunities by either creating
or joining start-up companies, since the US immigration system offers few viable
options for entrepreneurs.
If the US does not change improve Green Card waiting periods, skilled workers will
inevitably leave the US to pursue options in countries that provide more career and
life opportunities and stability. In fact, there is already evidence that skilled
workers, including those educated in the US, are either leaving or not coming at all
to work here due to restrictive US immigration policies as well as increased
opportunities outside the US. Likewise, if the status quo continues, US companies
will increasingly be forced to place their business operations outside of the US so
that they can have access to the increasingly skilled labor force they require,
depriving the US economy as well as job creation opportunities for US workers.

Aff – High skilled immigrants will help businesses prosper. (2011)
Bloomberg “Visa Law Would Give U.S. World’s Tired, Poor Technologists” 2011
http://www.bloombergview.com/articles/2011-12-01/expanded-visa-law-would-give-u-s-world-s-tiredpoor-technologists-view

Under current law, immigrants from an individual country can claim no more than 7
percent of the 140,000 employment green cards issued annually. As Representative
Steve Cohen, Democrat of Tennessee, pointed out, that cap applies equally to
Iceland (population 300,000) and India (1.2 billion and rising). Removing the caps
will enable U.S. companies to retain more skilled immigrants from countries such
as India and China, which have a surfeit of scientists and technologists eager to
work in the U.S.
What the legislation will not do is increase the total number of green cards
dispensed. That’s a shame because doing so could help boost a still-sagging U.S.
economy. Only 15 percent of visas are granted for economic reasons, a policy that
undermines U.S. companies competing in a global talent pool. Foreign students
account for the majority of computer science and engineering doctorates earned
from U.S. institutions. (In 2006, more than 4,500 foreign students earned
engineering Ph.D.’s in the U.S., almost two-thirds of the total.) Yet there’s no
policy to allow, let alone encourage, them to stay in the U.S. after graduation.
Add in that immigrants have a much higher propensity to create new businesses -- a
Duke University study found that they helped found more than a quarter of the
technology and engineering companies established in the U.S. between 1995 and
2005 -- and one is left wondering why this simple visa reform didn’t take place eons
ago.
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Aff – High skilled immigrants are beneficiary to our economy. (2007)
Forbes “The Implications Of Immigrant Entrepreneurship” Wharton, 2007
http://www.forbes.com/2007/07/02/immigration-india-china-ent-lawcx_kw_0703whartonimmigration.html

A survey of 28,000 companies found that immigrants were key founders in more
than a quarter of all the engineering and technology companies set up in the U.S.
between 1995 and 2005.
The new research–led by Vivek Wadhwa, an executive-in-residence at Duke
University’s Pratt School of Engineering–is a follow-up of a study published earlier
this year by Wadhwa and his team that had counted $52 billion in annual sales by
these immigrant-founded companies. Total employment at those companies:
roughly 450,000.
In their latest effort, the researchers built upon the findings of the first part of their
project by attempting to ascertain the educational backgrounds of immigrant
founders of companies, and the relationship between their education and
entrepreneurship. They also wanted to find out if these well-educated immigrant
founders came from elite universities, and if the companies they set up had a
correlation with immigrant populations across technology hubs in the U.S., such as
California’s Silicon Valley and Research Triangle Park in North Carolina.
The researchers say the “startling statistics” they have put together show that the
U.S. economy depends upon the high rates of entrepreneurship and education
among immigrants to “maintain its global edge.” Wadhwa, in particular, says the
findings call for substantial relaxations in U.S. immigration policy. Other experts
who have weighed in on the project, however, don’t see that as the logical next step.
According to the study, 96% of the immigrant founders held graduate or
postgraduate degrees, with 47% holding master’s degrees and 27% having Ph.D.s.
About three-quarters had their highest degrees in the STEM fields. The largest
concentrations outside of that were in business, accounting and finance.
Wadhwa says the Duke project underscores the point that a significant portion of
immigrants in the U.S. are highly educated, fueling a tech boom, leading innovation
and creating jobs. The report cites U.S. Census data to say that immigrants from
India, the U.K., China, Taiwan, Japan and Germany are better educated than native
U.S. citizens.
The results of the study are especially significant for Indian immigrants, according
to Wadhwa. “Indians are among the best educated of all immigrant groups,” he
says, adding that Indians founded more engineering and technology companies in
the U.S. in the decade up to 2005 than the next four groups combined–those from
the U.K., China, Taiwan and Japan. They accounted for 26% of all start-ups, about
117,000 jobs and $14 billion in revenue in 2005.
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Aff – High skilled benefits prove to be the most beneficial to businesses.
(2015)
ITI Organization “Limiting Green Cards for Skilled Workers Only Works to Hold Our Economy Back”
Andy Halataei, 2015
https://www.itic.org/news-events/techwonk-blog/limiting-green-cards-for-skilled-workers-only-worksto-hold-our-economy-back

Eliminating arbitrary per-country caps on employment-based green cards is the
single easiest thing Congress can do to help U.S. tech employers and address an
unnecessary dysfunction in our broken immigration system. It makes absolutely no
sense that our current immigration system limits the talent pool by restricting
nationals from a single country when they comprise more than 7 percent of the total
number of employment-based immigrant visas. ITI’s member companies are
among our most innovative, competing in a global economy where talent knows no
borders. Preventing a skilled worker from providing his or her skill set in the U.S.
because of a law from an earlier age placing arbitrary country of origin limits on
their country of origin is counterproductive and no longer makes sense in today’s
Internet-age economy
.Previously the House passed this bill with broad bipartisan support. Congress
should pass the Fairness for High-Skilled Immigrants Act quickly this year to help
the tech sector continue to lead the innovation economy that drives prosperity and
renewed job creation here at home.
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◈ Negative Analysis ◈
The main arguments for this side go into the details of the bill itself; but first and
foremost, this would be unfair to the plenty of skilled Americans who are unemployed.
Businesses will prefer the other workers due to the ease of exploitation. Secondly, there
has been so much revealed about how immigrants have forged documents claiming
they are ‘skilled’ but are not. Cheap workers that do not benefit our country the same
will be coming in at an influx as well as the skilled ones.

◈ Negative Cards ◈
Neg – It is unfair to high skilled natives in America. (2015)
Society for Human Resource Management “New Legislation Focuses on High-Skilled Immigrants” Roy
Maurer, January 2015
http://www.shrm.org/hrdisciplines/staffingmanagement/articles/pages/high-skilled-immigrants.aspx

Critics of the proposal say increasing H-1B and other STEM-related temporary
work visas would suppress wages and give U.S. jobs to foreign guest workers.
Sen. Charles Grassley, of qualified R-Iowa, the chairman of the Judiciary
Committee controlling immigration legislation in the Senate, has said that H-1B
visas are being used to replace U.S. workers and reduce wages, and has sought to
limit the visa program and apply more oversight to it.
In a memo to the Republican caucus, Sen. Jeff Sessions, R-Ala., called the shortage
of qualified candidates for tech jobs a “hoax.” He cited instances of tech companies
laying off U.S. workers while calling for more visas, and cited U.S. Census Bureau
data that showed 75 percent of Americans with a STEM degree do not hold a job in
a STEM field, while—according to Rutgers Professor Hal Salzman—two-thirds of
new IT jobs are going to labor imported from abroad.
“Not only is there no shortage Americans ready, able and eager to fill these jobs,
there is a huge surplus of Americans trained in these fields who are unable to find
employment,” said Sessions.

Neg – It is unfair to high skilled natives in America. (2015)
Society for Human Resource Management “New Legislation Focuses on High-Skilled Immigrants” Roy
Maurer, January 2015
http://www.shrm.org/hrdisciplines/staffingmanagement/articles/pages/high-skilled-immigrants.aspx

Ron Hira, a professor of public policy at Howard University and a leading
researcher on the outsourcing of high-skilled jobs overseas, said, “This bill
massively expands the deeply flawed H-1B guest worker program. It is forcing
American high-tech workers out of their jobs and discouraging American students
from pursuing these careers. The bill compounds these effects by tripling the
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number of H-1Bs in the base cap and providing an infinite number of H-1B guest
workers at the advanced-degree level.”
Eight of the 10 biggest H1-B users last year were foreign outsourcing firms that hire
out thousands of tech workers to corporate clients, according to an analysis of
federal data by Hira. Five foreign outsourcing companies accounted for 37 percent
of the 65,000 new temporary work visas approved in 2013, leaving thousands of
other organizations dependent on the program to compete for the remaining slots.
“American workers do not have a first and legitimate shot at these jobs and can
even be replaced by H-1B workers, and accountability in, and oversight of, the
program is nearly nonexistent,” Hira said.
Lack of enforcement also concerns Daniel Costa, director of immigration law and
policy research at the Economic Policy Institute. He said the I-Squared bill lacks the
prevailing wage and recruitment reforms found in the comprehensive legislation
that passed in the Senate in 2013. “I’m not against skilled immigration, I just think
it needs to be managed correctly so that it is not used to keep wages low in tech and
STEM jobs, and so that it’s used to fill genuine labor shortages, meaning employers
should have to advertise the jobs publicly and consider U.S. workers first, and then
hire them if they are equally or better qualified,” said Costa.

Neg – This act would not affect the waiting times. (2011)
Immigration Direct “Fairness for High-Skilled Immigrants Act Too Small to Make a Big Splash”
Romona Paden, December 2011
http://www.immigrationdirect.com/immigration-news/index.html%3Fp=87420.html

While the removal of per-country caps gives qualified foreigners a better chance at
securing an employment-based green card, the act does not eliminate what some of
its detractors say is the real problem: too few green cards. Each year, a maximum of
140,000 green cards are given to advanced degree holders and skilled workers,
which still severely undercuts the talented, willing workforce at America’s disposal,
according to the Wall Street Journal.
The new act, which would establish a first-come, first-served policy for available
work visas, will give Kumar and others like him a better chance at securing a green
card, but they will likely still have to wait several years. According to a recent
report by the National Foundation for American Policy, “Keeping Talent in
America,” the current backlog of Indians alone waiting for a green card is at
210,000.
The new act would also change some aspects of the visa process for effecting
family reunifications, but many foreign-born residents who have relatives overseas
would still face a number of years of wait time. The NAFP paper also found that
Filipino-Americans wanting to bring over a sibling from the Philippines often wait
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more than 20 years. While the act increases the per-country cap from 7 percent to
15 percent for family-sponsored applicants from Mexico and the Philippines, wait
times will still be decades-long.

Neg – An influx of “cheap” immigrants would come in as well as high
skilled. (2010)
Economic Policy Institute “The H-1B and L-1 Visa programs: Out of Control” Ron Hira, October 2010
http://www.epi.org/publication/bp280/

For several years, Congress has debated revising high-skill immigration policies as
part of larger comprehensive immigration reform legislation. An important
consideration is what to do about two major high-skill guest worker programs, the
H-1B and L-1 visa programs, which account for an estimated 1 million guest
workers.
Both of these visa programs need immediate and substantial overhaul. The goals of
the H-1B and L visa programs have been to bring in foreign workers who
complement the U.S. workforce. Instead, loopholes in both programs have made it
too easy to bring in cheaper foreign workers, with ordinary skills, who directly
substitute for, rather than complement, workers already in the country. They are
clearly displacing and denying opportunities to U.S. workers.
The loopholes also provide an unfair competitive advantage to companies
specializing in offshore outsourcing, undercutting companies that hire American
workers. For at least the past five years nearly all of the employers receiving the
most H-1B and L-1 visas are using them to offshore tens of thousands of highwage, high-skilled American jobs.

Neg – There is evidence of fraudulent activity and exploitation. (2012)
Department for Professional Employees “Gaming the System” Jennifer Dorning and Charlie Fanning,
2012
http://dpeaflcio.org/wp-content/uploads/Gaming-the-System-2012-Revised.pdf

Guest worker programs are rife with fraud. A 2008 study conducted by the USCIS
found that 13 percent of H-1B petitions filed by employers were fraudulent and
another seven percent had some form of violation.24 According to another report
drafted by the USCIS Office of Fraud Detection and National Security, an estimated
21 percent of H-1B visa petitions violate H-1B regulations, including prevailing
wage requirements, non-existent job locations, fraudulent and forged documents,
and applications filed by non-existent businesses.25 Of the cases showing a
violation, the USCIS found:
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In 27 percent, the employer was not paying the visa beneficiary the prevailing wage
according to H-1B regulations;
In 20 percent, the government found fake degrees, forged signatures and
documents, and documents that misrepresented the eligibility of the visa worker;
In 14 percent, the business filing for H-1B petitions did not exist, could not support
the number of employees it claimed, or did not intend to fill a job with a visa
worker; and
In 51 of the cases where violations were present, the government office conducted
site visits and found that in 55 percent of these cases the visa recipient was no
longer working or had never worked at the site identified in the visa application.26
The H-1B is not the only guest worker visa program with problems of employer
fraud; other guest worker visa programs are being misused as well. However, many
of the problems with guest worker visas, in fact, are inherent to the system in the
form of regulatory loopholes. The remainder of this section will outline some of the
most damaging loopholes in these programs and some emblematic cases of fraud
and abuse, which underscore the failures that allow employers to game the system
(for more industry-specific cases, see Chapters 3 and 4).

Neg – There is evidence of fraudulent activity and exploitation. (2012)
Department for Professional Employees “Gaming the System” Jennifer Dorning and Charlie Fanning,
2012
http://dpeaflcio.org/wp-content/uploads/Gaming-the-System-2012-Revised.pdf

Wage Manipulation and Wage Depression through Regulatory Loopholes
There is little evidence to show that guest worker visa programs are primarily used
to recruit and retain the world’s best and brightest workers. In fact, the evidence
suggests that guest worker programs are used to hire mostly entry-level workers
who are paid below market wages. This manipulates and depresses wages across
industries.
In FY2010, 54 percent of H-1B visas were issued for entry-level positions.
According to the GAO, these positions require guest workers to have a basic
understanding of duties and perform routine tasks requiring limited judgment. Only
six percent of H-1B visas were for guest workers in the top pay grade, which
requires experience and a high level of independent judgment.
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Neg – There is evidence of fraudulent activity and exploitation. (2012)
Department for Professional Employees “Gaming the System” Jennifer Dorning and Charlie Fanning,
2012
http://dpeaflcio.org/wp-content/uploads/Gaming-the-System-2012-Revised.pdf

The “Prevailing Wage:” One area ripe for reform is the prevailing wage. While
there is no prevailing wage requirement for L or J visas, the H-1B program requires
employers to pay the prevailing wage or the actual wage paid to workers with
similar qualifications. However, the prevailing wage is generally well below the
market wage, as the statute defines prevailing wages in terms of the job not in terms
of the worker. Specific skills that command a premium on the open labor market are
obscured by broad occupational categories. Any skill sets, or qualifications not
explicitly related to the requirements of a job—a Master’s degree, years of
experience, technical knowledge, etc.—are not considered, allowing for employers
to hire highly-skilled workers for a lower cost.28
Dr. Norm Matloff of the University of California, Davis attributes the bulk of H-1B
abuse to regulatory loopholes and not outright violations of the law. He holds that
the program is fundamentally about cheap labor, rather than a program to import
skilled labor to fill shortages or create growth, as employers often claim.29
Because the prevailing wage is defined in terms of the job and not the worker, it
does not reflect the true market wage. As such, there are generally two ways in
which employers legally reduce labor costs with the H-1B:
Paying guest workers less than their skills and experience would normally
command and instead classifying them as inexperienced, entry-level workers; or
Hiring younger guest workers in lieu of older (over 35) U.S. citizens and permanent
residents and, thus, saving on benefits and experience pay.
Without a labor market test, most employers are free to use guest worker visa
programs to lower their labor costs and displace U.S. citizens and permanent
residents.30 STEM employers, in particular, are guilty of worker displacement and
have successfully depressed wages in many industries.
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Neg – This act does not fix the backlogged wait times for countries with high
population. (2011)
Cyrus D. Mehta and Associates “HOW FAIR IS THE FAIRNESS FOR HIGH-SKILLED IMMIGRANTS
ACT?” Cyrus D. Mehta, December 2011
http://blog.cyrusmehta.com/2011/12/how-fair-is-fairness-for-high-skilled.html

H.R. 3012 only redistributes the allocation of visas, it does not increase the visas
that are fixed in number each year. As a result of the existence of the per country
limits, those born in India and China have been drastically affected by backlogs.
Each country is only entitled to 7 percent of the total allocation of visas under each
preference. Thus, a country like Iceland with only 300,000 people has the same
allocation as India or China with populations of more than a billion people. For
instance, in the Employment-based second preference (EB-2), those born in India
and China have to wait for over 5 years to obtain green cards while all other
nationalities do not have any wait times. The situation is even more dire in the
Employment-based third preference for India (EB-3). Under the per country limit
for India in the EB-3, only 2,800 visas can be allocated each year while an
estimated 210,000 Indians, along with their dependants, are eligible for green cards.
As a result, according to a report of the National Foundation For American Policy,
the waiting time for a green card for an Indian under the EB-3 has been estimated to
be 70 years, while it may be over 5 years for others.
As a result of such unmanageable waiting times, skilled foreign nationals in the
pipeline for a green card, especially from India and China, have no incentive to stay
in the US even though they may be invaluable to their employers who have
sponsored them by demonstrating that there were no US workers available for the
position. Many of these skilled immigrants have graduated with degrees in science,
technology, engineering and math (STEM), vital to US growth and innovation.
Such skilled workers are generally on H-1B visas, but many are on other
nonimmigrant visas such as the L visa too. Even though they are able to extend
their H-1B visas beyond the six year limit while waiting for the green card under
provisions in the American Competitiveness in the 21st Century Act (AC21) (and
many are already past 10 years on the H-1B visa), they are generally bound to the
same employer during the green card process and their spouses cannot work. If their
children turn over 21, they lose the ability to remain on the H-4 dependent status
and most likely will also be unable to derivatively get the green card along with the
parent.
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A Bill to Subsidize SpaceX
Research Compiled and Summaries Written by Kevin Hauff

◈Text of Legislation ◈

◈ General Analysis ◈
SpaceX is an American aerospace manufacturer and space transport company owned by
Elon Musk and is one of the only privately owned space transportation companies. The
company has worked toward creating cheaper space transportation through the
development of reusable rockets. SpaceX has worked with NASA on multiple projects
including resupply missions to the International Space Station and the development of a
manned rocket in the near future. This bill seeks to expand the government’s
involvement and funding of SpaceX.

◈ Affirmative Analysis ◈
The affirmative has several arguments regarding why this bill is good for the United
State’s space program. By working with SpaceX, the US will not have to rely on
Russian rockets for their space program. This will allow NASA to reduce their costs
and create privatization in the space industry. Additionally, by allowing a private
company to make NASA’s rockets, NASA will not have to pay for the upkeep of these
vehicles. Lastly, because SpaceX is a private company, they will be able to take risks
that the government run NASA would not ordinarily be able to.
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◈ Affirmative Cards ◈
Aff – SpaceX allows NASA to not rely on the Russian space program for
International Space Station resupply trips (2015)
The Verge "Why SpaceX's flubbed launch hurts the US's future in space" Loren Grush, June 30, 2015
<http://www.theverge.com/2015/6/30/8870415/spaceX-explosion-NASA-America-space-future >

Since the retirement of the shuttle program in 2011, NASA has been dependent on
Russian technology to get supplies and astronauts to the ISS. The existence of
SpaceX, which can restock the station using American-made vehicles, has lessened
that reliance. That’s important, since relations between Russia and the United
States have been tense since the Ukraine crisis.

Aff – SpaceX will save the government money (2014)
Tech Times "SpaceX can save U.S. government $1 billion annually, wants to end rocket launch
monopoly" Alexander Saltarin, April 28, 2014
<http://www.techtimes.com/articles/6191/20140428/spacex-can-save-u-s-government-1-billion-annuallywants-to-end-rocket-launch-monopoly.htm >

Despite the announcement of a lawsuit, Musk clarified that his company is not
attempting to have the contract awarded to SpaceX. Instead, the lawsuit serves as a
means to open up space launches to more competition. Musk reiterated that his
company is vying for a chance to compete for the contract fairly.Following
SpaceX's latest success with an ISS resupply mission last Easter, Musk has said
that his company's rockets have already been proven to be reliable and cost
effective. Given their past performance, Musk says that they could have submitted
a bid that was $1 billion cheaper compared to the ULA's winning bid.

Aff – SpaceX allows NASA to contract space vehicles rather than own them
(2015)
The Washington Post "Linking NASA and the private sector to further space exploration" Partnership for
Public Service, January 22, 2015
<https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/federal_government/linking-nasa-and-the-private-sector-tofurther-space-exploration/2015/01/22/d022b34e-a24b-11e4-9f89-561284a573f8_story.html>

Tapping into his broad NASA experience in both technical engineering and
contract management for the International Space Station, Lindenmoyer designed
and managed a novel program that allows NASA to contract for orbital
transportation services rather than purchase the space vehicles.
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Aff – SpaceX is able to take risks that the government can’t (2015)
Fortune "How SpaceX’s launch failure is also a measure of success" Clay Dillow, July 1, 2015
<http://fortune.com/2015/07/01/spacex-launch-failure/>

The test, along with SpaceX’s mission to resupply the International Space Station,
was brought to an abrupt halt two minutes and 19 seconds into the rocket’s flight,
when a yet-to-be identified problem caused the rocket to malfunction and
disintegrate 20 miles above the Earth. But, while the failure—SpaceX’s first in 19
trips to orbit—marks a high-profile stumble for the commercial spaceflight
industry’s poster child, it’s also indicative of a company, and an industry that is
operating at the very edge of what’s possible.

Aff – The privatization of the space industry will lead to innovation and
lower costs (2015)
The Cato Institute "Infrastructure: Privatization and Innovation" Chris Edwards, February 27, 2015
<http://www.cato.org/blog/infrastructure-privatization-innovation>

The head of a provincial P3 agency in Canada said that P3 projects are more likely
to be completed on time and on budget than traditional government infrastructure
projects. And he said, “Competition and the profit motive can lead to startling
results, where the winning proposal provides solutions that the public owner never
contemplated. This happens over and over again.”

149

◈ Negative Analysis ◈
The negation has several arguments to pursue against this bill. One is that this bill will
actually cost NASA much more money than they are currently spending to work with
Russia, and will not own any of the technology that SpaceX develops. The strongest
argument against this bill is the recent disastrous issues with SpaceX’s rockets that led
to their explosion and the unwillingness of Americans to spend their tax dollars on
space exploration. The privatization of the space industry has led to these quality issues
in SpaceX’s rockets and may lead to astronauts’ lives being put at risk.

◈ Negative Cards ◈
Neg – SpaceX will own the technology that they develop (2012)
Breitbart "SpaceX: Solyndra in Space" George Landrith, August 24, 2012
<http://www.breitbart.com/big-government/2012/08/24/solyndra-in-space/>

There is nothing free market about SpaceX’s contract. If it were a free market
agreement, SpaceX would spend its own money to develop its product and then
compete with other providers to sell its product. But SpaceX’s research and
development is largely funded by taxpayers. The real kicker is that if, and when,
SpaceX’s development is complete, NASA will not own the technology, SpaceX
will own it. What exactly is NASA buying?

Neg – This bill will make SpaceX flights cost $100 Million more than the
current Russian flights (2013)
Space.com "NASA to Pay $70 Million a Seat to Fly Astronauts on Russian Spacecraft" Mike Wall, April
30, 2013 <http://www.link_to_article.com/Ctrl+V-here>

NASA has signed a new deal that will keep American astronauts flying on Russian
spacecraft through early 2017 at a cost of $70.7 million per seat — about $8
million more per astronaut than the previous going rate.
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Neg – Privatization may lead to cheaper and inferior products (1991)
Harvard Business Review "Does Privatization Serve the Public Interest?" John B Goodman and Gary W
Loveman, November-December 1991
<https://hbr.org/1991/11/does-privatization-serve-the-public-interest>

While acknowledging that privatization may make sense on economic grounds,
Paul Starr argues in his paper, “The Limits of Privatization,” that privatization will
not always work best. “‘Best’ cannot mean only the cheapest or most efficient,” he
writes, “for a reasonable appraisal of alternatives needs to weigh concerns of
justice, security, and citizenship.”

Neg – SpaceX has had costly setbacks (2015)
CNN Money "Elon Musk Reveals Cause of SpaceX Explosion" Jackie Wattles, July 21, 2015
<http://money.cnn.com/2015/07/20/news/companies/elon-musk-spacex-mission-failure/>

After reviewing data from the failed mission to the International Space Station,
Musk says it looks like a two-foot-long metal bar called a strut failed. The strut
was meant to hold down a helium tank in the rocket. When it failed the tank
crashed violently around the compartment, leaking gas, which caused an explosive
drop in oxygen pressure. SpaceX hasn't launched a mission since the accident, and
has lost "hundreds of millions of dollars" in revenue, Musk said on a press call
Monday. He doesn't expect to resume flights before the Fall.

Neg – Americans believe that their tax dollars would be better spent
elsewhere (2014)
Pew Research Center "Americans keen on space exploration, less so on paying for it" Benjamin
Wormald, April 23, 2014
<http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2014/04/23/americans-keen-on-space-exploration-less-so-onpaying-for-it/>

Despite these positive opinions of the space program, just a two-in-ten Americans
in the 2012 GSS survey said that the U.S. spends too little on space exploration.
Four-in-ten believed the current spending was adequate, while three-in-ten
believed further cuts should be made to the program. Instead, Americans strongly
preferred increased spending on programs closer to home, including education
(76%), public health (59%), and developing alternative energy sources (59%).
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A Bill to Give The Disadvantaged An
Opportunity Through Education
Research Compiled and Summaries Written by Nicholas Aranda

◈ Text of Legislation ◈

◈ General Analysis ◈
This bill aims to combat the social issue of income inequality and social poverty within
the United States through increased opportunities to quality education. A voucher for
education is very much like a student grant or scholarship to attend a school other than
a public one, such as a private school, parochial school, or similar institutions. The
underlying idea is that private schools are capable of providing a higher level of
education, and thus will be able to equip students with the skills needed to overcome
the low income family status.

◈ Affirmative Analysis ◈
The bill recognizes a huge problem, economic inequality and poverty, and introduces a
sound method to combat it, education. Studies show that increased education is
essential to overcoming poverty, and on average private schools are able to give
students a more centralized focused education. Similar programs have worked in small
state or district areas and have shown success, especially with ethnic minorities.
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◈ Affirmative Cards ◈
Aff – Low Income households are disproportionately headed by an ethnic
minority (2013)
Population Reference Bureau, “U.S. Low-Income Working Families Increasing”, Annie E. Casey,
January 6th, 2013 <http://www.prb.org/Publications/Articles/2013/us-working-poor-families.aspx>

Low-income working families are disproportionately headed by racial or ethnic
minorities. In 2011, 42 percent of all working families had at least one minority
parent, but 59 percent of low-income working families had one or more minority
parents.
This card can be used to show that the implementation of this bill could drastically
combat the racial inequality that is associated with low income inequality by providing
ample opportunities to those who typically aren't offered any.

Aff – Income inequality is directly connected to education (2013)
The working poor families project, "Low Income Families: The Growing Economic Gap”, Brandon
Roberts, Deborah Povich and Mark Mather, 2013, <http://www.workingpoorfamilies.org/wpcontent/uploads/2013/01/Winter-2012_2013-WPFP-Data-Brief.pdf>

Income inequality has increased steadily in the United States, as those at the top
have seen incomes rise while those at the bottom have experienced stagnant or
declining income. Part of the problem is the low wages paid to those with fewer
skills and lower levels of education

Aff – Poverty cannot be eradicated without increased efforts to provide
quality education (2013)
World Education Blog, “We will never eradicate poverty without quality education for all”, Efa Report,
October 17, 2013 <https://efareport.wordpress.com/2013/10/17/we-will-never-eradicate-poverty-withoutquality-education-for-all/>

The EFA Global Monitoring Report’s Education Transforms booklet shows that
education not only helps individuals escape poverty by developing the skills they
need to improve their livelihoods, but also generates productivity gains that fuel
economic growth. While growth does not automatically reduce poverty, without it
sustained poverty reduction is not possible. Our recent analysis, released at the
United Nation General Assembly last month, shows that for growth to reduce
poverty, it needs to overcome inequality by improving the lives of the poorest and
marginalized the most. Education is vital to achieve this goal because it can help
ensure that the benefits of growth are fairly shared.
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Aff – The voucher opportunity program works (2011)
Wall Street Journal "The Evidence Is In: School Vouchers Work" Jason L. Riley, May 3rd, 2011
<http://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424052748703396404576283381160558552>

In a study published last year, Patrick Wolf of the University of Arkansas found that
voucher recipients had graduation rates of 91%. That's significantly higher than the
D.C. public school average (56%) and the graduation rate for students who applied
for a D.C. voucher but didn't win the lottery (70%). In testimony before a Senate
subcommittee in February, Mr. Wolf said that "we can be more than 99% confident
that access to school choice through the Opportunity Scholarship Program, and not
mere statistical noise, was the reason why OSP students graduated at these higher
rates."

Aff – Voucher programs have a positive impact on African American
students (2012)
Christian Science Monitor "Do private school vouchers help? New study offers data." Stacy Teicher
Khadaroo, August 23rd, 2012 <http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Education/2012/0823/Do-privateschool-vouchers-help-New-study-offers-data>

A new study suggests that private school vouchers can have a positive impact on
the rate at which African-American students attend college. The study takes a rare
long-term view of vouchers, which are often studied for shorter-term effects such as
gains on test scores. “We want to have our students college-ready, and to learn that
for African-American students, this is a way of improving their chances of being
college-ready ... is a really important finding,” says voucher advocate Paul
Peterson, a Harvard professor and director of the university’s Program on Education
Policy and Governance, which published the study with the Brookings Institution
on Thursday.
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◈ Negative Analysis ◈
The negation speaker has adequate argumentation room to work with on this piece of
legislation. While providing opportunity to low income families is an a great sounding
idea, it may not totally tackle the problem it seeks to solve for. The bill may not allot
enough funds to reach students in an equitable manner, and there is little substantive
evidence to prove that private schools and vouchers benefit low income household
students academically.

◈ Negative Cards ◈
Neg – Similar programs tend to stray from low income households (2015)
Texas Center for Education Policy, The University of Texas at Austin, "Will School Vouchers Benefit
Low-Income Families? Assessing the Evidence", Huriya Jabbar, March 2015
<https://www.edb.utexas.edu/tcep/resources/TCEP%20Graduate%20Seminar%20DRAFT%20Vouchers
%20Memo.pdf>

Critics of vouchers charge that even those programs that are limited to low-income
students often do not serve the students who are most disadvantaged (i.e., the
lowest achieving or with special needs), and instead go to students who are
relatively more advantaged on other dimensions (i.e., higher achieving, from
families with relatively higher incomes, two-parent households, or with higher
levels of education). Critics also are concerned that private schools might “creamskim” by actively recruiting those students who are relatively more advantaged.

Neg – No evidence to prove positive educational impacts on students who
accept vouchers (2015)
Texas Center for Education Policy, The University of Texas at Austin, "Will School Vouchers Benefit
Low-Income Families? Assessing the Evidence", Huriya Jabbar, March 2015
<https://www.edb.utexas.edu/tcep/resources/TCEP%20Graduate%20Seminar%20DRAFT%20Vouchers
%20Memo.pdf>

Overall, despite far-reaching claims about the impact of school vouchers on
student achievement, researchers have found small effects for students
participating in voucher programs. Reviews of the literature show either small or
no effects of vouchers on student achievement. Most of these studies have used
randomized control trials, which allow the researchers to make causal claims about
the impact of using the voucher on student achievement.

155

Neg – The effective answer to combating poverty isn't found in quality of
school education (2015)
The New York Times "Beyond Education Wars" Nicholas Kristof, Apri 23, 2015
<http://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/23/opinion/nicholas-kristof-beyond-education-wars.html>

Researchers are finding that poverty can harm the brains of small children, perhaps
because their brains are subjected to excessive cortisol (a stress hormone) and
exposed less to conversation and reading. One study just published in Nature
Neuroscience found that children in low-income families had a brain surface area
on average 6 percent smaller than that of children in high-income families.
“Neuroscience tells us we’re missing a critical, time-sensitive opportunity to help
the most disadvantaged kids,” notes Dr. Jack Shonkoff, an early childhood expert
at the Harvard Graduate School of Education. Growing evidence suggests what
does work to break the poverty cycle: Start early in life, and coach parents to
stimulate their children. Randomized controlled trials, the gold standard of
evidence, have shown this with programs like Nurse-Family Partnership, Reach
Out and Read, and high-quality preschool. These kinds of interventions typically
produce cognitive gains that last a few years and then fade — but, more important,
also produce better life outcomes, such as less crime, fewer teenage pregnancies,
higher high school graduation rates, and higher incomes

Neg – Private School vouchers don’t do enough (2012)
Washington Post "Why private school vouchers aren’t enough" Jay Matthews, November 20th, 2012
<https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/class-struggle/post/why-private-school-vouchers-arentenough/2012/11/20/e975ffb0-332e-11e2-bfd5-e202b6d7b501_blog.html>

The better alternatives for those of us who want more parent choice are innovative
regular public schools and independent charter schools. They are regulated,
accredited and accountable. They have to report their test scores. They can be
closed if they don’t work. Vouchers sound good to the relatively few families who
get them, but they will never be able to help more than a tiny fraction of the
students who need better schools.
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Neg – Creating reformed public schools is a more equitable alternative
(2011)
News Republic "False Choice, How private school vouchers may harm minorities" Matthew McKnight,
April 5, 2011 <http://www.newrepublic.com/article/politics/86710/school-vouchers-educationrepublicans>

But the fact remains that vouchers, including D.C.’s reviving program, generally
ignore the factors that work directly against their success. The ultimate fallacy of
vouchers is that they are designed to deliver choices, not outcomes. In that process,
minority students stand a serious chance of losing out. It would be wise, instead, to
devote public money and energy to creating thriving public schools, open to all
students and focused on their achievement, regardless of background.
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A Bill to Invest in Thorium Nuclear Reactors
Research Compiled and Summaries Written by Sarah Kuczmarski

◈ Text of Legislation◈

◈ General Analysis◈
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As Americans become increasingly interesting in “green” alternative energy sources,
nuclear power has been seen as a potential way to satisfy our growing energy needs
without all the harmful greenhouse gas emissions and other problems seen from
traditional energy sources. In fact, nuclear power plants provided 19% percent of the
U.S.'s electricity production in 2014. Yet it is because we are in a post-Fukushima
world that the risks of nuclear energy are once again highlighted - meltdowns, heavy
construction, waste, transmission networks.
It’s also important to note that not all nuclear reactors are created equal, and while it’s
worthwhile to stress the benefits of thorium nuclear reactors, debaters should be
prepared to compare it against uranium nuclear reactors, and other sources of energy in
general. This is because this debate boils down to options, so impactful arguments will
prove why nuclear energy, thorium in particular, is superior or inferior to X.

◈ Affirmative Analysis◈
Affirmation debaters should stress the abundance and safety (less chance of meltdown
and proliferation) of thorium above uranium. Forming comparative arguments in key
issues in nuclear energy (e.g. proliferation, meltdowns, waste, and efficiency/cost) will
certainly help your case. For example, thorium is more efficient that uranium and
economically competitive with coal. While any energy source is going to have some
problems, thorium does have some real advantages when compared with its
alternatives.

◈ Affirmative Cards◈
Aff – Thorium can help satisfy growing energy needs (2015)
Chemical & Engineering New "Trying to Unleash the Power of Thorium" Mitch Jacoby, July 6, 2015
<http://cen.acs.org/articles/93/i27/Trying-Unleash-Power-Thorium.html>

Studies conducted in the early days of the U.S. nuclear industry showed that
thorium could be used as a precursor for nuclear fuel to run electricity-generating
power plants. And the element, number 90 in the periodic table, offered numerous
potential advantages in safety, cost, and environmental waste relative to uranium,
which was another candidate to power commercial nuclear reactors. As history
played out, uranium-fueled nuclear power became the standard, and except for a
successful multiyear experiment at Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) in the
1960s, little was done with thorium. So it was largely forgotten.
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But after learning about the nearly inexhaustible untapped energy potential of
thorium, Kutsch concluded that the element could help satisfy growing global
energy needs. He and other thorium enthusiasts are now spurring businesses and
governments to tap into thorium’s potential.

Aff – Thorium more abundant than uranium (2015)
Chemical & Engineering New "Trying to Unleash the Power of Thorium" Mitch Jacoby, July 6, 2015
<http://cen.acs.org/articles/93/i27/Trying-Unleash-Power-Thorium.html>

Thorium boasts several advantages over uranium, and the element’s supporters call
attention to them loudly. First, thorium is three to four times as abundant as
uranium and potentially less expensive to process. A few grams of thorium could
also produce enough energy to power an average American’s life for a decade. The
element could do this without generating material useful for making weapons,
which sidesteps concerns about nuclear proliferation.

Aff – Thorium reactors would not emit greenhouse gases (2015)
Chemical & Engineering New "Trying to Unleash the Power of Thorium" Mitch Jacoby, July 6, 2015
<http://cen.acs.org/articles/93/i27/Trying-Unleash-Power-Thorium.html>

There are environmental benefits as well. Compared with coal- and natural-gasfired power plants, thorium-fueled plants, like other nuclear plants, would not emit
greenhouse gases, while generating power almost continuously, unlike solar- and
wind-driven systems. And although thorium fuel would produce radioactive waste,
its radiotoxicity would persist for just tens to hundreds of years rather than
thousands of years, as is the case with uranium waste.

Aff – Thorium has safety advantages (2015)
Chemical & Engineering New "Trying to Unleash the Power of Thorium" Mitch Jacoby, July 6, 2015
<http://cen.acs.org/articles/93/i27/Trying-Unleash-Power-Thorium.html>

Finally, thorium comes with safety benefits, its proponents claim. So-called
molten salt reactors can use thorium as a liquid fluoride salt, which offers pressure
and heat management advantages over today’s solid-fuel comercial reactors.
One design for a molten salt reactor calls for surrounding a fluid core containing
233
UF4 in a lithium-beryllium fluoride solvent with a molten blanket of 232ThF4 in
the same solvent. The thorium is not actually the nuclear fuel. It is converted to the
fuel, 233U, when exposed to low-energy neutrons. As 233U nuclei in the core
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fission, they generate heat that is transferred to a gas that drives a turbine to
generate electricity. At the same time, the uranium nuclei emit neutrons that
convert 232Th in the blanket to 233U. As uranium fuel accumulates in the blanket, it
gets converted to UF6 gas, separated, and fed into the core gradually and
continuously as fresh thorium is injected into the blanket.
An advantage of this design is that unlike most of today’s commercial uranium
reactors, molten salt reactors would operate at low pressure and there is no
chemical driving force that could lead to a dangerous buildup of hydrogen gas,
says David LeBlanc, president and chief technology officer at Terrestrial Energy,
an Oakville, Ontario-based start-up commercializing molten salt reactors. Further,
because the fuel is liquid, the reactor’s heat source is mobile and easily controlled,
unlike the case with solid fuels. In addition, if the reactor leaked or was drained of
its fuel, the molten salt would cool and solidify. In the event of reactor
malfunction, this would terminate nuclear reactions and prevent the spread of
radioactive material without the need for plant operator intervention.

Aff – Many benefits of thorium reactors vs. uranium (2014)
National Center for Policy Analysis "The Potential of Thorium for Safer, Cleaner, and Cheaper Energy"
Xinyuan Zou and Joe Barnett, September 26, 2014 <http://www.ncpa.org/pub/ib149>

Advantages of Thorium-Fueled Reactors. Over the past decade, given the global
competition for energy and the increasingly fierce and unstable global security
situation, scientists started to reinvestigate the possibility of using thorium as fuel
for nuclear power. Thorium-fueled reactors have a number of advantages over
uranium reactors, including less potential for nuclear proliferation and less waste.
In addition:
● Thorium is three times as abundant in the Earth’s crust as uranium, and there are
thorium-bearing ores identified in many countries [see Figure II].1
● Currently operating nuclear reactors are inefficient in extracting energy from
uranium. Only about 3 percent of the uranium in the rods is consumed before
the rods must be replaced, due to the build up of fission byproducts in the rods.
● Fission byproducts in liquid thorium salts, by contrast, can be removed and
reprocessed to produce additional fuel stock, while the reactor continues to
operate.

Aff – Thorium more economical than uranium reactors (2014)
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National Center for Policy Analysis "The Potential of Thorium for Safer, Cleaner, and Cheaper Energy"
Xinyuan Zou and Joe Barnett, September 26, 2014 <http://www.ncpa.org/pub/ib149>

Thorium-based reactors have been shown to be more economical than uraniumfueled reactors.2 In contrast to conventional light water reactors using uranium,
according to a 2013 report from the Bellona Foundation:3
● The capital costs of thorium reactors would be lower than conventional nuclear
reactors; a 1 gigawatt (GW) thorium power plant would cost at most an
estimated $780 million in comparison to capital costs currently of $1.1 billion
per GW for a uranium-fueled reactor.
● Less manpower would be required to operate the plant; for a 1 GW power plant,
staffing costs may decrease from $50 million to $5 million.
● Less radioactive waste is produced, perhaps one-tenth as little, by volume; thus,
nuclear waste disposal for a 1 GW thorium power plant would cost an estimated
$1 million or even less per year.

Aff – Thorium safer because less waste (2015)
Forbes “Are There Safer Ways to Produce Nuclear Energy?” Ken Silverstein, July 14, 2015
<http://www.forbes.com/sites/kensilverstein/2015/07/14/are-there-safer-ways-to-produce-nuclear-energy/>

“Molten salt reactors” that burn “thorium” are not only safer but they also create
less radioactive waste than uranium. As for China, its next-generation 100
megawatt smaller plant could be operational within a decade. Similarly, the national
labs here are partnering with a Canadian firm to build such a modular reactor — an
effort that is expected to produce an engineering design in a few years, and a
commercial reactor in 10 years. ...
“Molten salt reactors are all-liquid fuel, or ‘pre-melted,’ which offers great potential
for reactor safety and cost innovation,” adds LeBlanc, in prior email exchanges.
“They do not need to keep coolant flowing to the reactor because the fuel itself is
the coolant.”
By contrast, solid-fuel reactors burning uranium are now prevalent. Once uranium
is used, it becomes highly radioactive. That waste is then cooled in spent fuel pools
before it is stored in above-ground, concrete-encased steel caskets. As the world
learned from both Ukraine’s Chernobyl and Japan’s Fukushima accidents in 1986
and 2011, respectively, that spent fuel could escape and do irreparable harm.

Aff - Thorium hard to turn into a bomb (2014)
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The Economist “Asgard’s Fire” April 12, 2014 <http://www.economist.com/news/science-andtechnology/21600656-thorium-element-named-after-norse-god-thunder-may-soon-contribute>

Existing reactors use uranium or plutonium—the stuff of bombs. Uranium reactors
need the same fuel-enrichment technology that bomb-makers employ, and can thus
give cover for clandestine weapons programmes. Plutonium is made from
unenriched uranium in reactors whose purpose can easily be switched to bombmaking. Thorium, though, is hard to turn into a bomb; not impossible, but
sufficiently uninviting a prospect that America axed thorium research in the 1970s.
It is also three or four times as abundant as uranium. In a world where nuclear
energy was a primary goal of research, rather than a military spin-off, it would
certainly look worthy of investigation. And it is, indeed, being investigated.

Aff - US Should invest more in nuclear energy (2015)
The Week “Why the U.S. should invest a lot more in nuclear research” Ryan Cooper, July 18, 2015
<http://theweek.com/articles/561192/why-should-invest-lot-more-nuclear-research>

The Department of Energy is moving in just this direction, with $60 million
recently awarded towards new nuclear research. That's a good step, but an
insufficient one. We ought to be doing much more.
The main problem with traditional nuclear power plants is that they're too big.
Existing nuclear technology is based on uranium fission, which requires enormous
generators to work properly. The plants are huge, complicated, dangerous, and
therefore extremely expensive to build and insure. Typically, that means large
government subsidies are required to get one actually built, and cost overruns and
other headaches are very common. As a result, many nuclear projects have been
abandoned outright.
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◈ Negative Analysis ◈
Thorium nuclear reactors are not the “silver bullet” the affirmative may claim.
Regarding proliferation, thorium can still be used to make smaller nuclear bombs.
While meltdowns may happen less, thorium waste is still harmful to humans and the
environment. Debaters can also stress the economic infeasibility of introducing new
thorium reactors and converting existing reactors to thorium. Conversion is expensive
and may disrupt supplies both here and abroad (U.S. is the largest supplier of
commercial nuclear power around the world).

◈ Negative Cards ◈
Neg – Expensive to switch to thorium (2012)
The Washington Post. “Nuclear power entrepreneurs push thorium as a fuel.” 12/15/12,
<http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/nuclear-power-entrepreneurs-push-thorium-asa-fuel/2011/12/15/gIQALTinPR_story.html>

“There are small boatloads of fanatics on thorium that don’t see the downsides,”
said Dan Ingersoll, senior project manager for nuclear technology at the Oak Ridge
National Laboratory in Tennessee. For one thing, he said, it would be too expensive
to replace or convert the nuclear power plants already running in this country: “A
thorium-based fuel cycle has some advantages, but it’s not compelling for
infrastructure and investments.”Overall, he says the benefits don’t outweigh the
huge costs of switching technologies. “I’m looking for something compelling
enough to trash billions of dollars of infrastructure that we have already and I don’t
see that.”

Neg – Thorium has proliferation risks (2012)
Nature (International Weekly Journal of Science). “Nuclear energy: Thorium fuel has risks.” 12/6/12, Dr
Steve Ashley, from the Department of Engineering at the University of Cambridge,
<http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v492/n7427/full/492031a.html>

Although thorium offers some benefits, we contend that the public debate is too
one-sided: small-scale chemical reprocessing of irradiated thorium can create an
isotope of uranium that could be used in nuclear weapons, raising proliferation
concerns. Given the need for access to a research or power reactor to irradiate
thorium, the most likely security threat stems not from terrorist organizations but
from wilful proliferating nation states. We have three main concerns: First, nuclearenergy technologies that involve irradiation of thorium fuels for short periods could
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be used covertly to accumulate quantities of 233U by parallel or batch means,
perhaps without raising IAEA proliferation flags. Second, the infrastructure
required to undertake the chemical partitioning of protactinium could be acquired
and established surreptitiously in a small laboratory. Third, state proliferators could
seek to use thorium to acquire 233U for weapons production. These three points
should be included in debates on the proliferation attributes of thorium.

Neg – Thorium would just change, not eliminate safety problems (2012)
NPR "Is Thorium a Magic Bullet for our Energy Problems?" May 4, 2012
<http://www.npr.org/2012/05/04/152026805/is-thorium-a-magic-bullet-for-our-energy-problems>

FLATOW: Not everyone sees thorium reactors as cheap, clean and safe
alternatives, that - as a bet for the future. With me is Dr. Arjun Makhijani. He is
president of the Institute for Energy and Environmental Research. He's here in our
D.C. studios. Do you agree with Richard Martin that we missed out on thorium? If
we had started out with thorium, would be in better shape now?
ARJUN MAKHIJANI: I don't think so. I think the problems of nuclear power,
fundamentally, would remain. The safety problems would be different. I mean, Mr.
Martin and proponents of thorium are right in the sense that the liquid fuel reactor
has a number of safety advantages, but it also has a number of disadvantages.
For instance, this breeder reactor lost out with the sodium-cooled breeder, in the
incident that Mr. Martin mentioned, because the liquid - the molten sodium
reactor, the sodium-cooled reactor has a much better breeding ratio. It produces a
lot more excess fuel that you can then take to the next reactor.
In this reactor, because thorium is not a fissile material, you actually need either
plutonium or enriched uranium to start it. In fact, this reactor that operated in Oak
Ridge for a few years, it actually started up in 1964, it never used thorium to breed
uranium-233.
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Neg – Still a lot to learn about thorium (2014)
The Guardian "China working on uranium-free nuclear plants in attempt to combat smog " Jennifer
Duggan, March 19, 2014 <http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/mar/19/china-uranium-nuclearplants-smog-thorium>

There is a lot that is still unknown about thorium but a lot of research is being
carried out worldwide. Cobb said: "Other countries around the world are looking at
thorium. There is a fair bit of research going on at the moment into the use of
thorium. And technology-wise, using thorium would not be too much of a leap. It
is certainly something that is well under way in terms of research," said Cobb.

Neg – Thorium is unproven on large scale (2011)
The Guardian "Don’t believe the spin on thorium being a greener nuclear option" Eifion Rees, June 23,
2011 <http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2011/jun/23/thorium-nuclear-uranium>

There is a significant sticking point to the promotion of thorium as the 'great green
hope' of clean energy production: it remains unproven on a commercial scale.
While it has been around since the 1950s (and an experimental 10MW LFTR did
run for five years during the 1960s at Oak Ridge National Laboratory in the US,
though using uranium and plutonium as fuel) it is still a next generation nuclear
technology – theoretical.
'Without exception, [thorium reactors] have never been commercially viable, nor
do any of the intended new designs even remotely seem to be viable. Like all
nuclear power production they rely on extensive taxpayer subsidies; the only
difference is that with thorium and other breeder reactors these are of an order of
magnitude greater, which is why no government has ever continued their funding.'
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The Financial Fairness and Stability Act of
2015
Research Compiled and Summaries Written by Sophia Zupanc

◈ Text of Legislation

◈ General Analysis◈
This bill takes a small tax off of all security transfers. So basically, people will now be
charged a small tax when trading stock. Moreover, the rule tries to protect people who

167

make less than $50,000 individual (or $75,000) as a married couple from the tax by
receiving tax credits for the amount that they paid for this tax.

◈ Affirmative Analysis◈
The small tax that is imposed on every security transfer is meant to discourage unsafe
speculation and gambling by Wall Street Firms. In the wake of the 2008 financial crisis,
many Americans are looking for a viable way to reduce speculation by these firms
because it has often resulted in destabilizing our markets and causing financial distress.
On the AFF you should try to prove that this tax will limit speculation by big Wall
Street firms. By proving this you can then create your impacts based upon a better
financial state. Furthermore, it is important that you stress what these tax dollars will
actually be used for; the mean government isn’t simply going to hide the revenue it
garners under this bill, instead it is going to go back into public services such as Social
Security, public education, and many other great social projects.

◈ Affirmative Cards◈
Aff – Many studies that rebuke this idea were done before short-term
trading became prevalent (2012)
Congressional Research Service, “Securities Transaction Tax: A Brief Analytic Overview with Revenue
Estimates” 1 June 2012 <http://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R42078.pdf>

Policymakers are currently considering taxing certain financial securities
transactions. There are two justifications commonly offered for imposing such a
tax: (1) it would reduce financial market volatility, and (2) it would be a significant
source of revenue. Existing empirical research, however, suggests that volatility
could actually increase in response to a securities transactions tax (STT), although
the existing research may not be directly applicable to today’s environment. The
results suggest that transaction taxes may have no effect on volatility, or, in some
cases, may actually increase volatility. There may be limitations, however, to
applying existing empirical STT research to understanding the effects of an STT
on volatility today. Much of the existing research relies on data over 20 years old.
Since then, regulatory changes and advances in technology may have
fundamentally changed the way financial markets operate. For example, some
reports suggest that high-frequency trading now represents between 40% and 70%
of all U.S. equity trading volume. If the amount of high-frequency trading has
increased substantially over time, then older STT studies may not be applicable to
the effect on volatility in today’s financial market structure.
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Security transaction taxes are very similar to the Financial Transaction Tax in this bill
as they both take a cut off of the transfer of security ownership. There has been very
little research done recently about the affects they have on trading, so any NEG claim
that it will increase market volatility can be quickly refuted by pointing out that many of
those studies took place before lightning fast computer trading.

Aff – Bill will help reduce market speculation (1989)
Lawrence H. Summers, Professor of Economics Harvard University; Victoria P. Summers, Deputy
Director International Tax Program, Harvard University “When Financial Markets Work Too Well: A
Cautious Case for a Securities Transaction Tax” 1989
<http://stevereads.com/papers_to_read/when_financial_markets_work_too_well.pdf>

Such a tax would have the beneficial effects of curbing instability introduced by
speculation, reducing the diversion of resources into the financial sector of the
economy, and lengthening the horizons of corporate managers. The efficiency
benefits derived from curbing speculation are likely to exceed any costs of reduced
liquidity or increased costs of capital that come from taxing financial transactions
more heavily. The examples of Japan and the United Kingdom suggest that a STET
is administratively feasible and can be implemented without crippling the
competitiveness of U.S. financial markets. A STET at a .5% rate could raise
revenues of at least $10 billion annually.

Aff – The tax will generate TRILLION in revenue (2013)
The Nation “A Robin Hood Response to the Austerity Lie: Tax Wall Street,” Nicholas Johnson, 17 April
2013
<http://www.thenation.com/blog/173879/robin-hood-response-austerity-lie-tax-wall-street>

Ellison is reintroducing his Inclusive Prosperity Act, a proposal to add a small
“financial transactions tax” on high-volume, high-speed trading by Wall Street
speculators. The tax—similar to one that the US imposed until 1966, and to taxes
maintained by 40 countries worldwide—would generate roughly $1 trillion in
revenue over 10 years. That’s money that can help to stabilize federal finances and
pay for programs that are currently threatened by the proponents of austerity
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Aff – Bill will finally fairly tax Wall Street (2013)
The Nadar Page, “Statement of Ralph Nader Regarding Rep. Keith Ellison’s “Inclusive Prosperity Act,”
Ralph Nadar, 17 April 2013 <https://blog.nader.org/2013/04/17/statement-of-ralph-nader-regarding-repkeith-ellisons-inclusive-prosperity-act/>

Wall Street speculation has become a house of cards, a game of computer-driven
bets on bets, far removed from real-world investments in real economic activity.
The now-infamous Wall Street gambits such as credit default swaps and
collateralized debt obligations, which attracted billions of investment dollars, put
entire national economies at risk. Wall Street speculation is currently subject to zero
sales tax on its trillions of dollars of annual transactions—while consumers
regularly pay sales taxes even on daily necessities. Americans in all but five states
pay state sales taxes, ranging as high as 7 percent, every time they buy a car, an
appliance, a pair of pants or piece of furniture, but a trader on Wall Street can buy
and sell millions of dollars’ worth of financial products each day without paying a
cent in sales taxes. A teacher or police officer who buys a $100 pair of shoes in the
District or Maryland pays $6 in sales taxes. Meanwhile, if a financial speculation
tax were applied to stock trades at a rate of 0.25 percent, a day trader would pay just
25 cents on every $100 worth of stock bought

Aff – Current market discipline is poor (2009)
International Monetary Fund, February 4th 2009
<http://www.imf.org/external/np/pp/eng/2009/020409.pdf>

Market discipline (coupled with weakened prudential regulation) was apparently
ineffective in constraining risk-taking outside the banking sector. Some unregulated
companies and vehicles, for example, were able to assume both credit risks and
significant liquidity risks, funding poor quality long-term securities by short-term
borrowings with high degrees of leverage.
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◈ Negative Analysis ◈
The affirmative world may look nice, but they don’t realize the true drawbacks of this
tax. Many economists feel that the predictions over the amount of revenue this tax will
raise have been overstated. Additionally, even though this tax is aimed at big Wall
Street firms, the average American will still be subject to it. Average Americans will be
discouraged from investing, see their wages decrease, and end up being the ones that
bear the significant burden of the tax.

◈ Negative Cards ◈
Neg – Short-term trades are essential to stabilizing markets (2012)
Congressional Research Service, “Securities Transaction Tax: A Brief Analytic Overview with Revenue
Estimates” 1 June 2012 <http://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R42078.pdf>

Thus, to the degree that short-term, high-frequency trading is viewed as speculative,
speculation in this sense would be reduced. The desirability of this reduction hinges
critically on the role short-term traders play in destabilizing financial markets.
Short-term traders are an important supplier of liquidity to the market, which, at
certain times, performs a stabilizing role in financial markets. At other times, the
same traders’ behavior may destabilize the markets if the liquidity they provide
abruptly dries up. An STT would not, however, be able to only tax destabilizing
behavior.
This bill will discourage short-term trading, and thus also diminish its ability to
stabilize markets
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Neg – Discourage middle-class Americans from trading (2013)
International Finance Magazine, “Can the HR 1579, Inclusive Property Act, Rebuild US Financially?”
ND < http://www.internationalfinancemagazine.com/article/Can-the-HR-1579-Inclusive-Property-ActRebuild-US-Financially.html>

A financial transaction tax will hurt the middle class investors, whose motive is not
indulge in speculative trading but to save money for their old age, retirement and
their children’s education. A tax of 3 cents for every $ 100 of trades will not add up
much value for a person who has income more than $ 75,000 per month and
especially when he intends to build a personal retirement portfolio. Although the tax
has been getting overwhelming support from the public, there seems to be a
widespread skepticism about the idea of introducing a financial transaction tax on
an economy struggling to recover. The challenge which lies ahead before Obama
Administration would be the fear of undermining economic growth over the need to
resurrect the economy and social needs with a wild card factor thrown in ‘How
angry America really is at Wall Street
The tax could hurt middle-class investors because do not have thousands and
thousands of dollars to invest, thus this could disproportionately discourage them from
investing. Moreover, in the wake of the 2008 financial crisis Americans are going to be
even more sensitive to trading and thus do not need the extra tax on top to deter them
from doing so.

Neg – Tax will not achieve stated goals (2013)
Matthew Glans, Heartland, “Financial Transaction Taxes Act As Drag On Economic Activity,” 6
September 2013 <http://news.heartland.org/newspaper-article/2013/09/06/financial-transactions-taxesact-drag-economic-activity>

Hilary Till, a Heartland Institute policy advisor and co-editor of the book,
Intelligent Commodity Investing, said she doubts a transactions tax would achieve
its stated goals. Regarding the ‘Inclusive Prosperity Act of 2013,’ which proposes
to ‘impose a tax on certain trading transactions [in order] to strengthen our financial
security, reduce market volatility, expand opportunity, and stop shrinking the
middle class,’” said Till, “I would think the onus would be on the sponsors to prove
that such a taxation policy could actually achieve all of these goals. I certainly am
unaware of such evidence.”
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Neg – will face lower wages and bear the brunt of the tax (2013)
Matthew Glans, Heartland, “Financial Transaction Taxes Act As Drag On Economic Activity,” 6
September 2013 <http://news.heartland.org/newspaper-article/2013/09/06/financial-transactions-taxesact-drag-economic-activity>

Harvard economics professor Kenneth Rogoff argued in an article on the European
tax reforms that ordinary workers, not banks, would bear the brunt of the
transaction tax. “Higher transactions taxes increase the cost of capital, ultimately
lowering investment,” Rogoff wrote. “With a lower capital stock, output would
trend downward, reducing government revenues and substantially offsetting the
direct gain from the tax. In the long run, wages would fall, and ordinary workers
would end up bearing a significant share of the cost.”

Neg – Tax will result in 12,000% increase in trading costs (2013)
Matthew Glans, Heartland, “Financial Transaction Taxes Act As Drag On Economic Activity,” 6
September 2013 <http://news.heartland.org/newspaper-article/2013/09/06/financial-transactions-taxesact-drag-economic-activity>

Jeffrey V. McKinley, CPA and co-founder of Senex Solutions, LLC, says a
transactions tax likely would raise the costs of investing and slow the economy
Historical experiences with transactions taxes in other countries have led to declines
in liquidity, and most fall far short of their estimated revenue generation,” he said.
“In fact, a study showed that the recently proposed bills, if enacted, would lead to
the total elimination of all volume in 6 US Futures contracts including the S&P 500.
“The ‘tiny’ tax that legislators speak of is actually a 12,000 percent increase in
trading costs for most professional trading firms. This disruption to the marketplace
would have a devastating effect on price discovery and risk transfer mechanisms in
the economy, both in the US and worldwide,” McKinley said. The tax also likely
would raise the cost of capital for corporations and other entities that issue stocks
and bonds while reducing returns for investors.
A 12,000% increase in trading costs for firms in huge. You can make a really great
impact off of this by explaining how the increase will decrease investment and thus
slow the economy as a whole.
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A Bill to Reappropriate Aid from Israel to
Nigeria
Research Compiled and Summaries Written by Sophia Zupanc

◈ Text of Legislation◈

◈ General Analysis ◈
Bills like this are a foreign policy wonk’s best friend. Not only do debaters have to
argue the merits of aid to Israel, but they also have to argue the potential for sending
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more aid to Nigeria. Cutting military aid from Israel would certainly affect US relations
in the Middle East-- but whether that be in a good or bad way is still disputed.
Additionally, this bill provides the aid that we would cut from Israel to Nigeria, a
country with a rampant history of abuses, but a country that also has a new president
dedicated to anti corruption reforms.

◈ Affirmative Analysis ◈
The job of the affirmative debater is two fold. First, they must combat all the negative
harms to cutting Israeli aid, and secondly they must defend Nigeria. The best strategy to
go about doing so is by pointing out that Israel may be better or does not need
American aid while also highlighting the recent anti corruption movements in Nigeria.

◈ Affirmative Cards ◈
Aff – Israel will have more freedom if we cut aid (2014)
BloombergBusiness, “It’s Not Just Critics of Israel Who Want to Cut US Aid” Peter Coy, August 5, 2014,
<http://www.bloomberg.com/bw/articles/2014-08-05/its-not-just-critics-of-israel-who-want-to-cut-u-dot-s-dot-aid>

Yet some of Israel’s strongest supporters have recently been calling for cuts in the
$3.1 billion annual military aid that the U.S. supplies to the Jewish state. That puts
them on the same side as some of Israel’s strongest critics, though for opposite
reasons. The pro-Israel argument for reducing American aid is that Israel would
have more freedom to act is it pleases if it didn’t have to answer to Uncle Sam.
“The experience of the Obama years has sharpened the perception among proIsrael Americans that aid can cut against Israel by giving presidents with bad ideas
more leverage than they would otherwise have,” Noah Pollak, the executive
director of the Emergency Committee for Israel, told the Daily Beast in an article
published last month.

Aff – Cutting Israeli aid would not harm their military (2015)
The Week, “Why It’s time for Ovbama to cut off America’s subsidies to Israel” Ryan Cooper, March 20,
2015, < http://theweek.com/articles/545294/why-time-obama-cut-americas-subsidies-israel>

But Israel's wealth also means that cutting aid off would not concretely harm its
military readiness. Israel has plenty of its own money for that. Most of the U.S. aid
money is spent on U.S. military hardware anyway; probably the only entities that
would be significantly affected would be American defense contractors.
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Aff – This bill goes in line with our increasing involvement in Nigeria (2015)
Foreign Policy “US to Boost Military Aid to Nigeria for Boko Haram Fight” Dan de Luce, July 16,
2015 <hhttp://foreignpolicy.com/2015/07/16/u-s-to-boost-military-aid-to-nigeria-for-boko-haram-fight/>

The aid increase reflects Washington’s cautious optimism that the country’s newly
elected president, Muhammadu Buhari, will bring a measure of competence and
accountability to a military plagued by corruption and allegations of human rights
abuses.

Aff – Israel does not need American aid (2011)
Center for Strategic International Studies. “Crossroads: The Future of the U.S.-Israel Strategic
Partnership,” Haim Malka, Septemeber 8, 2011
<http://csis.org/files/publication/110908_Malka_CrossroadsUSIsrael_Web.pdf>

Israel in 2011 had a higher per capita gross domestic product than Korea and Saudi
Arabia according to the International Monetary Fund. It has a developed,
technologically advanced economy, making it an unlikely and unreasonable
candidate to be the largest recipient of U.S. foreign assistance in the post-World
War II era. Today, total U.S. military aid to Israel accounts for a minuscule 1.5
percent of its gross domestic product.

Aff – Israeli aid needs to be reconsidered (2008)
William Wunderle and Andre Briere (U.S. military planners ). "U.S. Foreign Policy and Israel’s
Qualitative Military Edge: The Need for a Common Vision." 2008
<http://works.bepress.com/william_wunderle/3>

In this Policy Focus, U.S. military planners William Wunderle and Andre Briere
argue that a clearer definition of, and approach to, Israel's QME is needed. After
outlining the historical evolution of U.S. and Israeli attitudes, they discuss how the
QME strategy has been fundamentally altered by Iran's emergence as a wider
regional threat. Based on this shift, and looking through the lens of U.S. defense
strategy, they offer practical guidelines for the day-to-day U.S. decisions -- such as
high-profile arms sales -- that could potentially alter the military footing and
strategic thinking of Israel and its Arab neighbors.
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◈ Negative Analysis ◈
Negative speakers may have the easy way out on this bill. They have the option of
avoiding the talk on Israel altogether and instead focusing on why Nigeria is not ready
for US aid. Although the United States has recently increased its involvement in
Nigeria, a very valid argument against this bill is that it does too much too quickly.

◈ Negative Cards ◈
Neg – We just recently increased aid to Israel (2015)
Global Research, Center for Research on Globalization, “US Slashes Humanitarian Aid to Palestinian,
Boosts Military Aid to Israel by $1 Billion” Briana Madden, October 24 2015, <
http://www.globalresearch.ca/us-slashes-humanitarian-aid-to-palestinians-boosts-military-aid-to-israelby-1-billion/5484754>

Despite Israeli-inflicted shootings and injuries to over 200 Palestinian children
over a 6-day period earlier this month, the U.S. has promised to boost military aid
to the country by at least $1 billion a year to a total of over $4 billion. The
announcement comes on the heels of U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry’s meeting
with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, both of whom are condemning
the Palestinian response to Israeli attacks. In the meantime, the Obama
administration has cut humanitarian aid to the Palestinian Authority by $80
million, reducing their annual aid package to $290 million.

Neg – Nigerian government officials commit human rights abuses (2015)
Foreign Policy “US to Boost Military Aid to Nigeria for Boko Haram Fight” Dan de Luce, July 16, 2015
<http://foreignpolicy.com/2015/07/16/u-s-to-boost-military-aid-to-nigeria-for-boko-haram-fight/>

An Amnesty International report last month alleged that senior Nigerian
commanders were responsible for the arbitrary arrest and brutal detention of
thousands of young men and boys, as well as extrajudicial killings and torture.
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Neg – The White House has been reluctant to increase involvement with
Nigeria (2015)
Foreign Policy “US to Boost Military Aid to Nigeria for Boko Haram Fight” Dan de Luce, July 16, 2015
<http://foreignpolicy.com/2015/07/16/u-s-to-boost-military-aid-to-nigeria-for-boko-haram-fight/>

The White House, however, remains reluctant to provide surveillance drones or
other larger scale assistance to Nigeria because of its military’s reputation for
brutality and incompetence and because Boko Haram still ranks as a lower priority
compared to the threat posed by Islamic State jihadis in the Middle East and al
Qaeda’s terrorist network, officials and analysts said. Boko Haram has killed
thousands of people as part of a fight to topple the Nigerian government and build
an Islamic state in its place, but has not mounted attacks on Western targets.

Neg – Cutting aid to Israel will only be effective if it is done under a mutual
agreement (2014)
BloombergBusiness, “It’s Not Just Critics of Israel Who Want to Cut US Aid” Peter Coy, August 05,
2014, < http://www.bloomberg.com/bw/articles/2014-08-05/its-not-just-critics-of-israel-who-want-tocut-u-dot-s-dot-aid>

But Kurtzer is singing a different tune now that Israel is at war with Hamas.
Kurtzer, who is a professor of Middle Eastern policy studies at Princeton
University’s Woodrow Wilson School, says in an interview, “There’s a difference
between looking at this issue in the middle of a war and looking at it more
dispassionately.” He says weaning Israel off military aid would be fine “if it were
done over time in an environment of friendly dialog.”
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Neg – The Nigerian Government is too corrupt for our aid (2014)
THe Huffington Post "The Nigerian Government is a Greater Threat to its People than Boko Haram"
Udoko Okafur, October 18, 2014 <hhttp://www.huffingtonpost.ca/udoka-okafor/nigerian-governmentcorruption-_b_5686842.html>

The current legislative and executive government are an epitome of the corruption
in Nigeria. Even those that are not actively engaged in corrupt actions passively
support these actions by not intervening to preemptively or retroactively curb
political corruption. But, this is not simply an individual problem. Rather,
corruption in itself, as stated earlier, is an institutional problem. So, while it would
help to have intelligible and honourable persons as members of our 'representative'
government, it would be, foolishly simplistic, to think that this is enough.
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A Bill to Reduce Prison Populations
Research Compiled and Summaries Written by Sylvia Culpepper

◈ Text of Legislation◈

◈ General Analysis◈
The United States, even though not having the largest population in the world, has the
highest number of prisoners in the world. This bill is to take on that high number by
treating the prisoners for mental illness or releasing them earlier. The mental illness
must be treatable. For example, it must be a disorder that affects one’s mood, thinking,
or behavior, such as depression.
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◈ Affirmative Analysis ◈
The affirmative side of this argument has many studies and statistics to rely on. For
one, less crime is the result of decreased populations. Also, longer jail time has been
proven to make the person commit crime again. Three states practiced decreasing
prisons and found the favorable results. Also, mentally ill people will be stuck in a web
of crime if they do not get the help they deserve; the majority of prisoners are mentally
ill. Finally, the cost of maintaining prisons is too high, and it is simply ridiculous that
the US has the highest incarceration rate in the world.

◈Affirmative Cards◈
Aff – Lower crime rates prove to be related to lower prison numbers. (2014)
Think Progress “States That Slashed Their Prison Populations Have Seen Disproportionate Drops In
Crime, Too” Nicole Flatow, July 2014
http://thinkprogress.org/justice/2014/07/24/3463498/states-that-slashed–their–prison–populations–have–
seen–disproportionate–drops–in–crime/

The United States still has the highest incarceration rate in the world, but those few
states that managed to significantly reduce their prison population over the last
decade saw benefits other than reduced lock–up costs.
They also saw their crime rate go down at a higher rate than the national average,
according to a new report from the Sentencing Project.
The report bolsters the notion that locking up the wrong people doesn’t improve
public safety. In fact, “smart on crime” policies not only minimize punishment
toward non–violent offenders; they can also re–allocate resources toward violent
crime.
“The experiences of New York, New Jersey, and California demonstrate that it is
possible to achieve substantial reductions in mass incarceration without
compromising public safety,” wrote Marc Mauer and Nazgol Ghandnoosh of the
Sentencing Project.
Between 1999 and 2012, state prison populations in all 50 states increased 10
percent, as states continued their over–reliance on drug war policies and harsh
sentencing. But New York and New Jersey simultaneously bucked that trend, each
decreasing their prison populations by 26 percent during that same period.
Nationwide, crime rates declined over this decade. But in those two states, the
crime rates dropped even more, despite their reverse pattern of locking fewer and
fewer people up. California, which saw a significant decrease of 23 percent, also
saw its violent crime drop even more than national levels.
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Aff – The majority of criminals are non–dangerous. (2015)
Times of India “US police chiefs call for reducing prison population” October 2015
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/us/US–police–chiefs–call–for–reducing–prison–
population/articleshow/49490260.cms

While the US population has increased by 30 per cent since 1980, the country's
prison population jumped 800 per cent during the same period, largely due to
sentences that are disproportionately harsh compared to other countries.
US prison cells are often packed with drug addicts, non–violent petty criminals, or
prisoners with psychiatric problems, and are serving sentences that are so long that
they often lose any chance for rehabilitation.
"Those individuals that can be saved, that want to do something positive to not
recidivate and keep going to jail or prison – we've got to have an avenue to allow
them to do that and for them to become productive members in our society," said
Houston, Texas police chief Charles McClelland.

Aff – The majority of criminals are non–dangerous. (2015)
Times of India “US police chiefs call for reducing prison population” October 2015
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/us/US–police–chiefs–call–for–reducing–prison–
population/articleshow/49490260.cms

"It is cheaper to keep someone out of jail and prevent a crime. In the state of Texas,
it costs almost USD 60,000 a year to keep one inmate locked up," he said.
he United States is preparing to release in November thousands of prisoners
considered at low risk of returning to crime, as part of an effort to ease prison
overcrowding and redress overly harsh sentences.
The release comes after the US Sentencing Commission, which sets policy for
federal crimes, reduced its sentencing guidelines for drug possession.
In his weekly radio address on Saturday, Obama urged reforming the US criminal
justice system, saying much of it "remains unfair" and that punishments should
correspond to the severity of crimes.
"The United States is home to five per cent of the world's population, but 25 per
cent of the world's prisoners," Obama said. "Every year, we spend USD 80 billion
to keep people locked up.
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Aff – Even tyrannical countries incarcerate lower numbers of their people.
(2014)
The Atlantic “Reduce the Prison Population, but Jail Violent Criminals Longer” Conor Friedersdorph,
2014
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2014/02/reduce–the–prison–population–but–jail–violent–
criminals–longer/283990/

At the same time, doesn't it seem crazy that beating a man into a coma until he has
permanent brain damage, results in a shorter maximum sentence—so long as it
stops short of attempted murder—than illegally possessing firearms in one's attic?
On the whole, the United States incarcerates too many people for too many years:
Despite a four–year decline in our correctional population, the U.S. has the highest
prison–population rate in the world, full stop. There are, in other words, numerous
tyrannical countries that incarcerate a smaller percentage of their citizens. Since the
mid–aughts, as the national crime rate has dropped, a push for sentencing reform
has gained momentum. It's a cause that the Cato Institute has been advocating for at
least 20 years, as evidenced by David Kopel's 1994 analysis.
The details of his case clarify why it seemed like the best policy to right–leaning
libertarians even during the 1990s, when fear of crime was at its height. "The most
effective reform would be to return prisons to their primary mission of
incapacitating violent criminals," Kopel wrote. "Revision or repeal of mandatory
minimum sentences for consensual offenses, tighter parole standards, and tougher
laws aimed at repeat violent offenders can help the state and federal criminal justice
systems get back to their basic duty: protecting innocent people from force and
fraud."
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Aff – Statistics show the positive impact of decreasing prison populations.
(2014)
Sentencing Project Organization “FEWER PRISONERS, LESS CRIME: A TALE OF THREE STATES”
Marc Mauer,, and Nazgol Ghandnoosh, Ph.D., July 2014
http://sentencingproject.org/doc/publications/inc_Fewer_Prisoners_Less_Crime.pdf

During their periods of decarceration, violent crime rates fell at a greater rate in
these three states than they did nationwide. Between 1999–2012, New York and
New Jersey’s violent crime rate fell by 31% and 30%, respectively, while the
national rate decreased by 26%. Between 2006–2012, California’s violent crime
rate drop of 21% exceeded the national decline of 19%.
Property crime rates also decreased in New York and New Jersey more than they
did nationwide, while California’s reduction was slightly lower than the national
average. Between 1999–2012, New York’s property crime rate fell by 29% and
New Jersey’s by 31%, compared to the national decline of 24%. Between 2006–
2012, California’s property crime drop of 13% was slightly lower than the national
reduction of 15%.
The violent crime rate measures the incidence of four crime categories (murder,
forcible rape, robbery, and aggravated assault) per 100,000 residents. Between
1999–2012, the nationwide violent crime rate decreased by 26%. New York and
New Jersey outpaced this decline, with reductions of 31% and 30%, respectively.
California’s violent crime drop of 21% between 2006– 2012 also exceeded the
national decline of 19% during this period.
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Aff – Decreasing prison populations would result in benefits for the
community and the prisoners and less money spent. (2010)
Justice Policy Organization “How to safely reduce prison populations and support people returning to
their communities” Monica Davey, March 2010
http://www.justicepolicy.org/images/upload/10–06_fac_forimmediaterelease_ps–ac.pdf

Our current justice system imprisons many people who could have been held
accountable (and, if necessary, safely supervised) in the community. Many people
with addictions or mental illness do not have access to community–based treatment
and may be more likely to end up behind bars because of offenses related to these
illnesses. Others are sent back to prison for breaking one of the rules of parole, even
though they did not commit a new offense. And with mandatory sentences like
“three strikes” laws, judges are forced to send many people to prison even though
community–based sanctions may be more appropriate, or give longer prison
sentences than they would if there were more judicial discretion.
In the long–term, policymakers need to send fewer people to prison to begin with;
however, if done appropriately, releasing more people from prison can be a cost–
saving public safety strategy that can be implemented immediately. This brief
provides information to help policymakers make smart decisions around prison
reductions that will result in stronger and safer communities.

Aff – Decreasing prison populations would result in benefits for the
community and the prisoners and less money spent. (2010)
Justice Policy Organization “How to safely reduce prison populations and support people returning to
their communities” Monica Davey, March 2010
http://www.justicepolicy.org/images/upload/10–06_fac_forimmediaterelease_ps–ac.pdf

The United States currently has the highest rate of incarceration in the world,
holding 5 percent of the world’s overall population and 25 percent of its prison
population. Despite “tough on crime” rhetoric that frequently calls for putting more
people in prison, such practices are ineffective as a public safety strategy. Serving
time in prison has been shown to increase the risk of future offending, not decrease
it.2 Additionally, the trend of increasing prison sentences does not improve public
safety. Data from the Department of Justice shows little difference in recidivism
rates for people who spend short sentences in prison compared to those who are in
prison longer.3
As the prison population ages, government agencies should consider releasing more
older people on parole because as people age they are less likely to engage in illegal
behavior. People over age 45 are significantly less likely to participate in illegal
activity and have lower re–arrest rates following release than younger people. A
study by the U.S. Department of Justice found that, nationwide, only 17 percent of
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people over age 45 who were released from prison in 1994 were re–imprisoned with
a new sentence within three years, compared to over 30 percent of people in their
early 20s.16 Decision–makers and legislators should use this statistical risk
information to reduce the number of older people behind bars.

Aff – Decreasing prison populations would result in benefits for the
community and the prisoners and less money spent. (2010)
Justice Policy Organization “How to safely reduce prison populations and support people returning to
their communities” Monica Davey, March 2010
http://www.justicepolicy.org/images/upload/10–06_fac_forimmediaterelease_ps–ac.pdf

Instituting and making use of opportunities for geriatric release would yield
significant savings without posing an increased threat to public safety. As people
convicted during the recent boom in mandatory minimums and truth–in–sentencing
laws grow older, costs of confinement will be an even greater burden, and avenues
for community–based supervision and parole are a smart and safe means of saving
money and reducing the number of people in prison. Expanding parole supervision
to people from older age groups could save precious resources and allow people to
spend their senior years with their families. Currently, only 15 states and the
District of Columbia have provisions for release of older people from prison;
however, these policies are severely under–utilized.
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Aff – The majority of prisoners are mentally ill. (2014)
Health Affairs “Mental Illness In America’s Jails And Prisons: Toward A Public Safety/Public Health
Model” Dean Aufderheide, April 2014
http://healthaffairs.org/blog/2014/04/01/mental–illness–in–americas–jails–and–prisons–toward–a–
public–safetypublic–health–model/

Since then, it has been shown that about 20 percent of prison inmates have a serious
mental illness, 30 to 60 percent have substance abuse problems and, when including
broad–based mental illnesses, the percentages increase significantly. For example,
50 percent of males and 75 percent of female inmates in state prisons, and 75
percent of females and 63 percent of male inmates in jails, will experience a mental
health problem requiring mental health services in any given year. It also appears
that the individuals being incarcerated have more severe types of mental illness,
including psychotic disorders and major mood disorders than in the past. In fact,
according to the American Psychiatric Association, on any given day, between 2.3
and 3.9 percent of inmates in state prisons are estimated to have schizophrenia or
other psychotic disorder; between 13.1 and 18.6 percent have major depression; and
between 2.1 and 4.3 percent suffer from bipolar disorder.
Across the nation, individuals with severe mental illness are three times more likely
to be in a jail or prison than in a mental health facility and 40 percent of individuals
with a severe mental illness will have spent some time in their lives in either jail,
prison, or community corrections. I think we can safely say there is no doubt that
our jails and prisons have become America’s major mental health facilities, a
purpose for which they were never intended.
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◈ Negative Analysis ◈
The arguments for the negation side are as follows: first, it is going to take much
more than just changing laws to reduce prisons. The most prisoners are the ones
who have committed violent crime. Violent people are meant to be kept off the
streets. Statistics show how the majority of prisons are consisted of violent
offenders, so even releasing non-violent crime people would not make much of a
dent. Finally, the majority of prisoners are people of color, so maybe addressing
the lasting racism in our country should be prioritized before just letting people
go.

◈ Negative Cards ◈
Neg – Most policy reforms are ineffective. (2015)
Urban Institute “Reducing Mass Incarceration Requires Far–Reaching Reforms” Ryan King, Bryce
Peterson, Brian Elderbroom, and Elizabeth Pelletier, August 2015
http://webapp.urban.org/reducing–mass–incarceration/

Research has shown that policy changes over the past four decades have put more
people in prison and kept them there longer, leading to exponential growth in the
prison population even while crime has dropped to historic lows.
But despite widespread agreement that mass incarceration is a serious problem, the
national conversation is light on details about what it will take to achieve
meaningful and sustainable reductions. What do states actually need to do roll back
their prison populations by 10 percent? 20 percent? 50 percent?
The estimates for all 15 states obscure important variation between states. Each
state has a wide range of policies that affect length of prison sentences and
eligibility for release. And the effects of reforms will vary widely. This is
particularly true when exploring the effects of reducing admissions or lengths of
stay for nonviolent versus violent offenses.
More than half of people in state prisons are incarcerated for a violent offense, so
significantly reducing mass incarceration will require addressing lengths of stay for
crimes that are unlikely to be eligible for prison diversion programs.
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Neg – Mostly violent offenders are in prison. (2015)
Slate “Who gets to go free?” Leon Neyfakh, March 2015
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/crime/2015/03/prison_reform_releasing_only_nonviole
nt_offenders_won_t_get_you_very_far.2.html

In light of this, experts on America’s prison system are beginning to sound an
alarm: If reform–minded politicians continue to limit the prison–reduction
discussion to nonviolent offenders and refuse to take up the more difficult work of
re–evaluating harsh sentencing policies for people convicted of more serious crimes
like armed robbery, rape, and murder, then the country’s prison population will
never fall very far.
“Lots of people think that 80 percent of the people who are locked up are there for
low–level drug offenses, and that’s not even close to being true,” Marc Mauer, the
executive director of the Sentencing Project, a nonprofit that advocates for reducing
the prison population, told me this week. “Half the people in state prisons today
have been convicted of a violent offense. That’s what they’re serving time for,” he
said. “There’s going to be an inherent limitation on how much of a reduction in
incarceration we can achieve if we’re not even considering them.”
You might be wondering, quite reasonably: Why would we even want to prevail
over that “inherent limitation”? Yes, too many Americans are in prison. But prisons
exist for a reason—to remove violent criminals from the streets and to punish them
for the violence they’ve committed.

This evidence will refute any opponent who says that non violent crimes make up the
majority of prison populations; also, who wants violent criminals on the streets?

189

Neg – The only prisoners who are eligible for these policy reforms would not
change the amount of prisoners drastically. (2015)
The Washington Post “For true penal reform, focus on the violent offenders” 2015
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/for–true–penal–reform–focus–on–the–violent–
offenders/2015/07/26/1340ad4c–3208–11e5–97ae–30a30cca95d7_story.html

Less than a fifth of state prisoners — 17 percent — are serving time for nonviolent
drug offenses.
And contrary to Obama’s claim, drug inmates tend to serve relatively short
sentences. It is the inmates who are convicted of violent crimes who serve the
longer terms.
Now, to be clear, not all violent offenses are especially harmful. But a significant
fraction of those in prison for violent crimes are there for serious violence: murder,
aggravated assault, armed robbery. Moreover, many officially nonviolent inmates
have histories of violence.
In other words, for all the talk about nonviolent offenders, a majority of our
prisoners have been convicted of a violent act, and even more have some history of
violence. And because no one thinks we should set every drug or other nonviolent
offender free, at some point we are going to have to reduce the punishments that
violent offenders face if we really want to cut our breathtaking prison population
down to size.
But this idea is a political third rail, and no leading politician has been willing to
risk touching it. Almost all the reform proposals we have seen focus exclusively on
scaling back punishments for drug and other nonviolent crimes.

Neg – “War on Drugs” has caused less than half of the prison growth.
(2013)
Harvard JOI “THE WAR ON DRUGS AND PRISON GROWTH: LIMITED IMPORTANCE, LIMITED
LEGISLATIVE OPTIONS” John Pfaff, 2012
http://harvardjol.com/wp–content/uploads/2015/06/HLL104_crop1.pdf

While the first two theories—that drug incarcerations and drug–related parole
violations drive growth—have received the most attention, they are also the easiest
to debunk. For all the talk about drug incarcerations driving up prison populations,
drug offenders comprise only 17% of state prison populations and explain only
about 20% of prison growth since 1980. As for parole violations, it may be unfair to
attribute any prison growth to parole admissions in the first place, since rising
parole admissions could simply reflect rising parole releases. But even putting that
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issue aside, drug–related parole violations make up a relatively small percentage of
all admissions— and even a smaller percentage of just parole–revocation
admissions. Furthermore, perhaps as many as a third of those returning due to
technical violations are also returning because of something more substantive, like a
new offense. In short, however logical and intuitive these theories may appear,
empirical support is severely lacking.

Neg – Industrial racism is the thing that needs to be reformed, not prisons.
(2015)
History is a Weapon “Masked Racism: Reflections on the Prison Industrial Complex” Angela Davis,
2015
http://www.historyisaweapon.com/defcon1/davisprison.html

Almost two million people are currently locked up in the immense network of U.S.
prisons and jails. More than 70 percent of the imprisoned population are people of
color. It is rarely acknowledged that the fastest growing group of prisoners are
black women and that Native American prisoners are the largest group per capita.
Approximately five million people –– including those on probation and parole ––
are directly under the surveillance of the criminal justice system.
Three decades ago, the imprisoned population was approximately one–eighth its
current size. While women still constitute a relatively small percentage of people
behind bars, today the number of incarcerated women in California alone is almost
twice what the nationwide women's prison population was in 1970. According to
Elliott Currie, "[t]he prison has become a looming presence in our society to an
extent unparalleled in our history –– or that of any other industrial democracy.
Short of major wars, mass incarceration has been the most thoroughly implemented
government social program of our time."

Neg – Industrial racism is the thing that needs to be reformed, not prisons.
(2015)
History is a Weapon “Masked Racism: Reflections on the Prison Industrial Complex” Angela Davis,
2015
http://www.historyisaweapon.com/defcon1/davisprison.html

To deliver up bodies destined for profitable punishment, the political economy of
prisons relies on racialized assumptions of criminality –– such as images of black
welfare mothers reproducing criminal children –– and on racist practices in arrest,
conviction, and sentencing patterns. Colored bodies constitute the main human raw
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material in this vast experiment to disappear the major social problems of our time.
Once the aura of magic is stripped away from the imprisonment solution, what is
revealed is racism, class bias, and the parasitic seduction of capitalist profit. The
prison industrial system materially and morally impoverishes its inhabitants and
devours the social wealth needed to address the very problems that have led to
spiraling numbers of prisoners.

Neg – Industrial racism is the thing that needs to be reformed, not prisons.
(2015)
History is a Weapon “Masked Racism: Reflections on the Prison Industrial Complex” Angela Davis,
2015
http://www.historyisaweapon.com/defcon1/davisprison.html

As prisons take up more and more space on the social landscape, other government
programs that have previously sought to respond to social needs –– such as
Temporary Assistance to Needy Families –– are being squeezed out of existence.
The deterioration of public education, including prioritizing discipline and security
over learning in public schools located in poor communities, is directly related to
the prison "solution."
Black, Latino, Native American, and many Asian youth are portrayed as the
purveyors of violence, traffickers of drugs, and as envious of commodities that they
have no right to possess. Young black and Latina women are represented as
sexually promiscuous and as indiscriminately propagating babies and poverty.
Criminality and deviance are racialized.
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Neg – Industrial racism is the thing that needs to be reformed, not prisons.
(2015)
History is a Weapon “Masked Racism: Reflections on the Prison Industrial Complex” Angela Davis,
2015
http://www.historyisaweapon.com/defcon1/davisprison.html

Surveillance is thus focused on communities of color, immigrants, the unemployed,
the undereducated, the homeless, and in general on those who have a diminishing
claim to social resources. Their claim to social resources continues to diminish in
large part because law enforcement and penal measures increasingly devour these
resources. The prison industrial complex has thus created a vicious cycle of
punishment which only further impoverishes those whose impoverishment is
supposedly "solved" by imprisonment.
Therefore, as the emphasis of government policy shifts from social welfare to crime
control, racism sinks more deeply into the economic and ideological structures of
U.S. society. Meanwhile, conservative crusaders against affirmative action and
bilingual education proclaim the end of racism, while their opponents suggest that
racism's remnants can be dispelled through dialogue and conversation. But
conversations about "race relations" will hardly dismantle a prison industrial
complex that thrives on and nourishes the racism hidden within the deep structures
of our society.
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