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Foreword



NADIA SAMDANI

Welcome to the second edition of the Dhaka Art Summit, the world’s largest non-commercial art festival dedicated

to South Asian art. We were very encouraged by the positive response that the first edition of the Dhaka Art Summit

received. The first edition mainly focused on artists in Bangladesh. Over 250 artists from the country had the

opportunity to exhibit their work during the three day art festival to an audience of over 50,000 people. We were

pleased to see that after the Summit, international museums like the Guggenheim, the Tate Modern and the British

Museum began acquiring works by Bangladeshi contemporary artists for their permanent collections.

Despite the large interest in South Asian art globally, there has not been a united and dedicated platform to highlight

art from the region without any commercial agendas, which often limit the type of work that can be shown. We

created the Dhaka Art Summit with this in mind, and from this second edition onwards, it will solely focus on South

Asian contemporary art, welcoming art lovers from all over the globe to come learn about the vibrant art practices

that have roots in this part of the world.

We have been privileged to work alongside seven curators who have worked diligently and passionately over the last

year to present South Asian Art at its best over the 120,000 square feet of the Shilpakala Academy. The second edition

of the Dhaka Art Summit presents a panoramic survey of artists from South Asian countries including Afghanistan,

Bangladesh, India, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka and features internationally acclaimed figures

as well as emerging talent.

The Summit is proud to present 14 solo art projects by internationally acclaimed and established artists from the

region, most of which are new commissions supported by the Samdani Art Foundation for the Dhaka Art Summit.

The exciting programme also includes: thirteen experimental film screenings, nine performances, five curated group

exhibitions and a city-wide public art project across 160 billboards and road signs throughout the city which have

been transformed by Raqs Media Collective. This will be the largest public art project to take place in Bangladesh to

date. We are also thrilled to bring together 33 local and international galleries who we invited to Dhaka so that they

can share highlights of their engagement with South Asian art with you.

The Summit will also include a series of panel discussions that will bring together various collectors, curators and art

professionals, allowing them to share their perspectives on collecting, innovation, institution building and the history

and future potential for artists in Bangladesh. We hope that this three-day meeting of the minds will foster increased

exchange between Bangladesh and the rest of the world, and that other people in Bangladesh will be inspired to

contribute to the growth of artistic infrastructure in the country.

Another highlight of the Dhaka Art Summit is an exhibition of the 10 shortlisted artists for the Samdani Art Award. As

part of the bi-annual Samdani Art Award, the Samdani Art Foundation has collaborated with the Delfina Foundation

in the United Kingdom to award an outstanding young Bangladeshi artist the opportunity to attend a three-month

residency at the Delfina Foundation in London. This is one of the most respected residency programmes in the world,

and we are so thankful for the opportunity to enable this wonderful institution to engage with art from Bangladesh.

The Dhaka Art Summit has kept young audiences in mind and we are thrilled to realise a new interactive workshop

for school children, which will be conducted by renowned Indian Artist Reena Saini Kallat. We hope that we can

contribute to new generations’ excitement about art and are honored to invite schools to tour the summit on the 9th

of February.

On behalf of the organisers, I would like to thank Mr. Liaquat Ali Lucky, Director General, Bangladesh Shilpakala

Academy, Mr. Farooq Sobhan, Chairman of the Summit Organising Committee, Mrs. Diana Campbell Betancourt,

Artistic Director, Samdani Art Foundation, all our partners, participating artists, galleries, sponsors, and most

importantly the Samdani Art Foundation and Dhaka Art Summit team who have been working for the past year to

make this event a success. We look forward to see you again during the 3rd edition of the Dhaka Art Summit in 2016.



Nadia Samdani

Director

Dhaka Art Summit
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LIAQUAT ALI LUCKY

My heartiest welcome to the guests of the second edition of the Dhaka Art Summit!

It is a great honour and privilege to work alongside the Samdani Art Foundation and host the largest South Asian

art-dedicated festival in the world. We hope that the second edition will augment the new interest in Bangladeshi

contemporary art and take it to new heights by bringing together and highlighting the best of art from the South

Asian region. The first edition welcomed 50,000 visitors, and we hope this edition will surpass that fantastic statistic.

Since its inception, the National Academy of Fine and Performing Arts (Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy) has striven to

promote and be involved in different endeavours that highlight the creative work of our country including painting,

sculpture, graphic art, pottery, photography, theatre, music etc. We support these creative practices through our

facilities and programming. Out of the many activities of the academy such as organizing workshops, seminars, shortterm specialized trainings, providing scholarships/financial grants for talented artists, and organizing competitions

in the various fields of fine and performing arts, we hope to build the academy a into a hub for young and old artists

and theatre enthusiasts alike. We also hope to have made a significant difference in preserving the enthusiasm for art

and culture.

The Academy has organized tributes to Nobel laureate poet Rabindranath Tagore; musical programmes dedicated to

Fakir Lalon Shah’s timeless verses; highlighted and preserved the beautiful music of indigenous tribes from around

our country; staged musical events involving Jari, Sari, Baul, Murshidi and many others; organized photography

exhibitions; preserved and promoted the dying traditional Putul Nach theatre; encouraged different drama groups

and performers to stage plays by assisting them with staging facilities, auditoriums, seminar rooms and studios; as

well as offered audiences an array of diverse experiences throughout the years.

After arranging the Asian Art Biennale and firmly establishing Bangladesh’s international artistic status, the Bangladesh

Shilpakala Academy realized the immense potential of providing contemporary artists with exposure through

international channels of enabling cultural development through combining the rich history of the Bangladesh

Shilpakala Academy with the awe-inspiring elements of the Dhaka Art Summit.

After the success of the first edition of the Dhaka Art Summit, the Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy took the opportunity

to collaborate with the Samdani Art Foundation for the second time to present you with the best of South Asian

Art. This tremendous platform includes five exhibitions by local and international curators; 14 solo art projects by

South Asian celebrated artists like Jitish Kallat, Shilpa Gupta, Mithu Sen, Rashid Rana, and Shahzia Sikander; a citywide public art project by internationally acclaimed Raqs Media Collective; and presentations by Bangladeshi and

international galleries including galleries from Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Karachi, Islamabad, Istanbul, Colombo and

Barcelona. There will be several performances and experimental film screenings by South Asian artists as well. The

Summit will include three Speaker’s Panels, inviting speakers from all over the world including representatives from

Tate Modern and British Musuem from England, the Guggenheim from New York, the Centre Pompidou from Paris,

the Triangle Network from United Kingdom, KHOJ from India, Colombo Biennale from Sri Lanka, etc. The Samdani

Art Foundation has also collaborated with Delfina Foundation for the Samdani Art Award, which we are most excited

about.

I would like to thank Samdani Art Foundation and all the other partners and organizers who have worked very hard

on this event.

Hope to see you all during the brilliant Summit.

Best wishes,



Liaquat Ali Lucky

Director General

Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
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FAROOQ SOBHAN

Distinguished guests, friends and art lovers, greetings from the Dhaka Art Summit!

On behalf of the Dhaka Art Summit’s Organizing Committee, I would like to welcome you to the Second Dhaka

Art Summit. After the successful debut of the Dhaka Art Summit in 2012, the second Summit is being organized

on a much larger scale, bringing together the best of art from all over South Asia and sharing it with audiences in

Bangladesh as well as an eminent group of artists, art critics, gallery owners, museums, and art lovers from the region

and beyond.

South Asian art has experienced significant growth over the past decade, and the increased interest in this part of the

world is understandable. India has been a leader in the region when it comes to highlighting the vibrancy of its art

scene, followed by Pakistan. The art scene in Bangladesh today is bursting with vitality, innovation and imagination.

Since Bangladesh does not have a contemporary art museum, and there are few opportunities for international artists

to exhibit in Bangladesh, the Dhaka Art Summit (DAS) intends to serve as a platform for both Bangladesh art and also

the best art from the region. This exchange of talent and ideas across borders will, we are confident, help in taking

both Bangladesh art and that of the region to new heights. We believe that the Second Dhaka Art Summit will provide

an opportunity for art lovers in Bangladesh, in the region and beyond, to savor and enjoy under one roof, the very best

of South Asian contemporary art. We want this to be an exciting , and indeed an unforgettable experience, for both

the participating artists, all the visitors to DAS and our many friends from home and abroad.

In addition to the rich exhibition program, DAS is also presenting a series of talks by leading artists, experts and

eminent personalities, from South Asia and beyond who have an interest in South Asian art. We believe that this will

help to present and project the many great and exciting developments in contemporary art in South Asia today to

the rest of the world.

I would like to thank our partner Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy; Co-partners- Alliance Francaise, Indeitex Chair

of Spanish Language and Culture, Goethe Institut, British Council, Britto Arts Trust, Swiss Arts Council ProHelvetia;

Award Partner, Delfina Foundation; Logistics Partner, Nippon Express; Marketing Partner, Grey; Equipment Partner,

Sharjah Art Foundation; and all our media partners for supporting this event. My special thanks to all our organizing

committee members and the Dhaka Art Summit and the Samdani Art Foundation team, without whose support and

hard work these two DAS would never have happened. I would also like to extend a very special thanks to all the

curators who have worked so very hard to put together this three-day event.

We look forward to welcoming you again to the third Dhaka Art Summit in 2016 which we are confident will include

even more exciting and path breaking exhibits, which will form a part of a breath-taking programme. Our aim and

ambition is to make the Dhaka Art Summit a landmark event on the global art calendar: a must-attend event for every

art lover, in Bangladesh, in South Asia, and in the world.



Farooq Sobhan

Chairman

Organizing Committee, Dhaka Art Summit
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