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AutoZone Liberty Bowl



Coach Paul “Bear” Bryant selected the AutoZone Liberty Bowl as his final game in 1982.

Bryant and the Crimson Tide defeated Illinois 21-15.
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AutoZone Liberty Bowl Contact Information

AutoZone Liberty Bowl AutoZone Liberty Bowl AutoZone Liberty Bowl

Offices

Staff

Festival Assoc. Officers

Main Office

959 Ridgeway Loop Road, Suite 101

Memphis, TN 38120

Phone: (901) 795-7700

Fax: (901) 795-7826

Website:

www.AutoZoneLibertyBowl.org



Stadium Office

335 South Hollywood St.

Memphis, TN 38104

Phone: (901) 729-4344



Steve Ehrhart

Executive Director



Doug Browne

Board Chair



Harold Graeter

Associate Executive Director



Pat Caldwell

President



Patrick Byrne

Director of

Sales &amp; Marketing



Scott Barber

Vice President



Pam Kimery

Director of Events &amp;

Office Management

Kevin Alexander

Operations Manager
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Pam Jones

Ticket Operations
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Leigh Shockey

Secretary

Bill Kinkade

Treasurer



Media Information

Credential Pick-Up Information

Where: Embassy Suites

1022 South Shady Grove

Memphis, TN 38120

When: December 29 - January 1

9:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m.

Game Day Will Call: On J anuar y 2, Media Will Call

begins at 9:00 a.m. at Liberty Bowl Memorial Stadium

near Gate 1.



Liberty Bowl Stadium Press Box:

The press box elevators are located on the west side

of the stadium. The second floor of the press box is

for the working media. The fourth level is reserved

for the radio broadcast crews and national television. Passes are issued for sideline access for video

and photo personnel. The press box is equipped with

hardwired and wireless high-speed internet service.

For individual telephone service, please contact

AT&amp;T at 1-800-766-9115.



Post Game Press Conference:

The Post Game Press Conference will be held in the Media Room inside Gate 4 of the stadium. To access

the Media Room from field level: member s of the media should use the set of stair s leading up fr om

the field to Section 132 and continue towards the concourse. From the concourse, the Media Room is located on the right side of Gate 4. To access the Media Room from the Press Box: members of the media should

take the elevator to the ground floor and go right in the main concourse toward Gate 4. The Media Room is

located on the right side of Gate 4.

Television Coverage/Live Shots:

ESPN will provide exclusive live television coverage of the 57th AutoZone Liberty Bowl. Live shots by

local or national television crews during the game are strictly prohibited by ESPN. Violators are subject to

legal liabilities.
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Photographer Work Room:

This room may be accessed from the field through

the south tunnel. As you exit the south tunnel, a set

of stairs to the right lead to the work room.
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History of the AutoZone Liberty Bowl
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The AutoZone Liberty Bowl Classic was inaugurated on December 19, 1959 with a

spectacular game between Penn State and Alabama. That game began a tradition of

great stars and exciting football and was the first of 56 thrilling chapters in the history

of the AutoZone Liberty Bowl Football Classic.

However, there is much more to the story. The AutoZone Liberty Bowl game was

founded in 1959 by Ambrose F. “Bud” Dudley, a Philadelphia sports and business executive. Dudley slowly enlisted support for his plan to stage America’s first and only

major bowl north of the Mason-Dixon Line.

After five years in Philadelphia, Dudley moved the game indoors to Atlantic City

Convention Center and in the process made history. The 1964 AutoZone Liberty Bowl

was the first indoor college bowl game. Though the game drew interest from media

outlets around the country, Dudley realized that a much larger, permanent home was

vital to the Bowl’s long term sustainability. The following year he went looking for a

new place to hold the event. His first and only stop was in

Memphis.

The AutoZone Liberty Bowl has enjoyed many highlights

throughout the years. But there were none more memorable

than in 1982 when Alabama coaching legend Paul “Bear”

Bryant ended his illustrious career in the 24th Annual AutoZone Liberty Bowl. Thousands of fans from across the country came to see the “Bear” coach his final game. More than

1,000 media members covered the historic event.

Another proud tradition that continues to this day is the

Paul “Bear” Bryant

partnership between St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital

and the AutoZone Liberty Bowl. For years, this combination

has brought together an internationally recognized research facility and a winning college football tradition. St. Jude is dedicated to helping the children throughout the

world in their fight against catastrophic diseases.

Beginning in 2004, Memphis-based AutoZone Inc., became the Bowl’s title

sponsor. In 2013, the AutoZone Liberty Bowl announced new six-year partnerships

with the SEC and Big 12 Conference that will run from 2014 through 2019.



AutoZone Liberty Bowl Memorable Moments

December 19, 1959 – The game marked the beginning of a great bowl tradition and also was the first of 24 consecutive bowl trips for Paul “Bear” Bryant. The game was played in Municipal Stadium in Philadelphia, PA.

December 15, 1961 – Heisman Trophy winner Ernie Davis led his Syracuse Orangemen to rally to a 15-14 win over the

Miami Hurricanes. Davis was named the game’s Outstanding Back but teammate Dick Easterly won the MVP award.

December 15, 1962 – Heisman Trophy winner Terry Baker raced 99 yards with 9:24 left in the first quarter for the game’s

only score. The run marked an AutoZone Liberty Bowl and Oregon State record. The mark still stands today.

December 19, 1964 – The inaugural game in Atlantic City, featuring Utah and West Virginia, marked the first time a major

college bowl game was held indoors.

December 18, 1965 – Marked the first game held in Memphis, TN, and pitted Ole Miss against Auburn.

December 14, 1968 – Archie Manning led his Ole Miss Rebels to a 34-17 victory over Virginia Tech.

December 13, 1969 – Colorado running back Bobby Anderson rushed for an AutoZone Liberty Bowl record 254 yards.

December 18, 1972 – Georgia Tech’s back-up quarterback Jim Stevens was named MVP after completing 12 of 15 passes

for 157 yards in guiding Georgia Tech to a 31-30 victory over Iowa State.

December 17, 1973 – Lou Holtz and his N.C. State Wolfpack took a 10-10 tie in the 3rd quarter and pushed it to a 31-18

victory over Kansas.



December 20, 1976 – Terry Donahue faced off against Paul “Bear” Bryant. Bryant’s 16th ranked Crimson Tide dominated

Donahue’s 7th ranked UCLA Bruins, 36-6.

December 19, 1977 – Nebraska head coach Tom Osborne called on back-up quarterback Randy Garcia, who rallied the

Cornhuskers with two forth quarter touchdown passes to beat North Carolina 21-17.

December 22, 1979 – This game marked the only time a touchdown was not scored as the Penn State Nittany Lions defeated Tulane 9-6.

December 29, 1982 – The 1982 contest marked an end to a remarkable career as Alabama head coach Paul “Bear” Bryant

coached his final game. Alabama defeated Illinois 21-15 before a crowd of 54,123.



December 27, 1984 – Heisman Trophy winner Bo Jackson had two touchdown runs. Jackson’s 39-yard-touchdown run

late in the fourth quarter gave Auburn a 21-15 win over Arkansas.

December 29, 1991 – A record crowd of 61,497 watched as Air Force defeated Mississippi State 38-15.

December 31, 1998 – Tulane capped an undefeated season by defeating BYU 41-27.

December 29, 2000 - #23 Colorado State defeated #22 Louisville 22-17. The Rams finished the year 11-1 and ranked

#16.

December 31, 2001- For the second year in a row, the Bowl featured a match-up of two Top 25 teams as #23 Louisville

downed #19 BYU 28-10.

December 31, 2004 – The first match-up of two Top 10 teams as No. 7 Louisville took on No. 10 Boise State. This was

the highest scoring game in AutoZone Liberty Bowl history with Louisville defeating Boise State 44-40.

December 29, 2007 - In front of an all-time record crowd of 63,816 fans, Mississippi State defeats UCF 10-3.

January 2, 2009 - In celebration of its 50th Anniversary, the Bowl secured a January playing date for the first time in its

history. Kentucky rallied from a 13-point halftime deficit to knock off East Carolina, 25-19.

January 2, 2010 - A sellout crowd of 62,742, the second largest of all-time, watched the first ever overtime game in AutoZone Liberty Bowl history as Arkansas defeated East Carolina 20-17.
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December 29, 1983 – Heisman Trophy winner Doug Flutie threw for 287 yards and three touchdowns, but Notre Dame

pulled out a 19-18 victory thanks to a missed extra point. Flutie was named the game’s MVP.
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Year-by-Year Game Summaries
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December 19, 1959

1 2 3



4 Final



Penn State #12



0



7



0



0



7



Alabama #10



0



0



0



0



0



PHILADELPHIA (UPI)- Galen Hall, sophomore understudy of the great Richie Lucas, cooked up a dramatic 18-yard scoring play in the final seconds of the

first half Saturday and the touchdown gave Penn State

a 7-0 victory over Alabama in the inaugural AutoZone

Liberty Bowl game.



Scoring Summary:

Penn State: Kochman 18 pass from Hall (Stellatella kick)



Hall, a 19 year-old from Williamsburg, Pa. tossed a

screen pass from a field goal place-kick formation to

sophomore speedster Roger Kochman as the clock

reached the run out point and the sprint star raced

over with the only touchdown before a crowd of

36,211.



Individual Statistics

Rushing:

Penn State: Lucas 9-54

Alabama: Trammel 14-37



Passing: (Comp/Att/Yds/Int/TDs)

Penn State: Lucas 1-4-23-0-1

Alabama: Trammel 1-4-20-0-0



Penn State



Team Statistics



Alabama



18

306

265

41

10-2-0

4-4

5-45



First Downs

Total Net Yards

Net Rushing

Net Passing

Att-Comp-Int

Fumbles-Lost

Penalties-Yards



8

129

102

27

8-2-0

7-4

3-45



Coaches:

Penn State: Rip Engle

Alabama: Paul “Bear” Bryant

MVP: J ay Huffman

Attendance: 36,211
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LIONS TOPPLE ALABAMA



It was a beautifully conceived play, coming after Alabama’s spirited defense had held Penn State on the

one yard line and again on the nine as the first half

rolled to its close. Lucas was on the bench with a left

hip injury suffered minutes earlier.



0



Penn State tried a field goal from the 12 and Alabama

dug in on the five after State had another first down

on the nine. But Billy Richardson blasted through to

block Sam Stellatella’s field goal effort and the Tide

fought off another threat.



The Nittany Lions lined up ostensibly for another Stellatella field goal try, which seemed the likely play. But

this time, Hall had other plans. He grabbed the ball,

wheeled and tossed a short pass to Kochman who had

six blue jerseys in front of him to clear the way.

The blockers set the opening and the youngster, who

scored two touchdowns against Syracuse, found it and

whizzed into the end zone. Stellatella converted and

Penn State had the lead to stay. It was State’s first use

of the fake, place-kick that year.

On the last play of the first half, a fake field goal pass from

Penn State’s Galen Hall to Roger Kochman proved to be the

only score in the Nittany Lions victory.



Hall, who led Penn State to victory over West Virginia

when Lucas was injured, did it again in the East’s first

major NCAA bowl game, played in a crisp 42-degree

temperature in Philadelphia Stadium.

Before departing Lucas, an All-American quarterback,

gained 54 yards in nine carries and completed a pass

for 23 yards in four attempts. He was the game’s leading ground gainer.



AutoZone Liberty Bowl



Then, a punt went only four yards and State was on

the attack again on the 22 with scarcely less than a

minute left. Hall tossed a four-yard pass to Pat Botula

and the race against time continued.
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