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The Portrait: William Edward Forster and Hannah Forster
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EDWARD FORSTER AND
 KATHARINE SMITH

Edward Forster was my great-great-great-great-grandfather.  He married 
Katharine Smith on the 23rd December 1765 in All Saints Church, Lanches-
ter. [Although they were of the Chapelry of Esh, the church there was in 
ruins at the time and was not rebuilt until 1770. Esh is fi ve miles (8 kilome-
tres) east and slightly north of Durham in the north east of England.  Neither 
Edward Forster nor Katharine Smith were baptised in Lanchester so I must 
assume they moved to the area as adults.]

Both Edward and Katharine were illiterate and signed their marriage with an 
“x” for their mark.  The marriage was witnessed by Thomas Wilkinson and 
William Bywater who both witnessed many marriages at All Saints Church, 
so were most likely employees (Church Wardens) of the church.

We can reasonably assume that Edward was born circa 1735 - 1740 and 
that he was either a farm worker or a peasant farmer.  Birth records of his 
children record that he was “of Fellside”.  Fellside was two and a half miles 
(4 kilometres) north of Esh and about three miles (5 kilometres) east of 
Lanchester.

Edward and Katharine’s fi rst child was baptised at All Saints Chrurch, 
Lanchester on the 26th November 1769 and was named Andrew.  As there 
was a three year gap between Edward and Katharine’s marriage and the 
birth of Andrew it is possible that an earlier child did not survive.  Their 
second son, Edward, (my great-great-great-grandfather) was baptised on the 
13th October 1771, also at All Saints.

Less than nine months later tragedy was to strike the family when Edward 
Forster (senior) died.  The burial record simply states Edward Forster, Lan-
gly.  Langly is just a stones throw from Fellside.  Edward was buried on the 
4th July 1772.

Katharine was left with two children under the age of three to care for.  I 
have no idea how she managed but assume that she was either given poor 
relief from the church or was in the employ of a local farmer, or a bit of 
both.
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Edward and Ann’s fi rst child, a son named Edward, was baptised at Ryton, 
near the River Tyne, on the 8th June 1794. He was followed by Hannah who 
was baptised in Edward’s home town at Esh on 24th May 1795. Next was 
Catherine, baptised in Heworth (Jarrow, near the mouth of the Tyne) on the 
5th November 1797, then came Isabella born in Washington on the 21st Au-
gust 1799. A fourth daughter, Ann, was next, born in Biddick (just south of 
Washington) on the 18th October 1801.
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The family then moved to Waggon Row, Usworth, Washington, where 
the next three children were born.  First was son number two, William, 
(my great-great-grandfather) born on the 31st October 1806, then Eliza-
beth born on the 19th February 1809, followed by Jane born on the 3rd 
May 1811.

The family then moved for the fi nal time to Pit Houses, Pithouse lane, 
Pittington, West Rainton, where the last two children were born.  Mary 
was baptised on the 27th November 1814 and fi nally son number three, 
John, baptised on the 8th October 1815.

Young John’s birth record is interesting in that his father Edward’s oc-
cupation is recorded as labourer for the fi rst time; he was previously 
recorded as husbandsman.  I presume he was still an agricultural labourer 
although the Rainton area had a lot of coal mining activity going on at 
this time so he could have taken a labouring job at the coal mine.

The coal mining industry was expanding rapidly and the need for 
coalminers was growing so wages were good.  At the same time the 
Enclosures Acts were dramatically reducing the living standards of those 
who had made a living off the land for centuries before.  The Enclosures 
Acts allowed the landowners to fence off their private land for their sole 
use, thus excluding all those who had previously been able to get some 
casual grazing on areas not currently being used by the landowner; and 
they could no longer scavenge for grain off the ground after the land-
owner had fi nished his harvest.  They were then forced to look for paid 
work to purchase the necessities of life and the coalmines were seen as a 
godsend and men were joining the coalmining industry in droves.

[I can only assume this is why Edward and Ann settled in Rainton as 
there were several coalmines in the area so there would be work for their 
growing family.]

In 1841 the fi rst offi cial census was held in England.  There was public 
outcry and protest at this intrusion into people’s privacy and especially 
having to divulge ones age so the government of the day allowed adults 
to round their age down to the nearest fi ve years.
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William Edward Forster















William Edward Forster and Hannah Forster.
(Original photograph used to create the portrait.)











b.16.3.1971















58 Castlereagh Street (2002) showing barber’s shop in foreground

















Their children
                     

 Ethel                                 William Edward                      Whitfi eld  
  1895 - 1957                               1897 - 1950                        1898 - 1982

 Norman                                           Septimus       
 1901 - 1987                             1908 - 1972
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d. 1.8.2014





m.30.3.1957

























The mystery letter from ‘Fairplay’.
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Claudia Marie Forster             married           Donald Stan Thompson
 b.28.1.1939                     19.9.1959             b.19.9.1934
 
________________________________________________________________________________
MARGARET LOUISE   SUSAN CLAIRE       CHRIS (EDSEL CRISPIN)    LINDSEY JANE
b.15.5.1960        b.2.5.1961         b.13.7.1965       b.7.6.1969                       
m.17.5.1986        m.31.1.1987         m.        m.8.10.2005
Warren James Shaw   John Frederick Griffi ths   Harriet Hamer    Andrew McFarlane
 b.12.3.1950        b.10.1.1953          b.3.3.1962

______________      ____________________     ____________________ 
CECILY JANE       CLAIRE MARGARET     ELIZABETH GRACE 
 b.3.9.1993                b.21.2.1990          b.6.4.2003
                 THOMAS BEDE         HARRY DONALD
                  b.20.5.1992         b.20.1.2005
                 CECILIA THERESE 
                  b.28.6.1994     

___ ___ ___
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Paul Whitfi eld Forster              married              Elizabeth Ann Burdan
 b.4.10.1940 – d.22.5.1978  15.7.1961                b.15.10.1941
                   m2. 25.8.1985
                   Vinzenz Richard Steinbauer
                    b.12.2.1934 – d.6.11.2008
________________________________________________________________________________
DAVID WHITFIELD       PHILLIP ERIC       SHAUN MALCOLM         ERIC JAMES
b.19.4.1963          b.18.11.1964        b.8.8.1968                  b.10.6.1971                       
m.3.6.1989          d.19.10.2006        m.21.10.1989                  m.27.3.2005
Carole Gail Scrivener            No Issue        Tracey Anne Perry                Malenya Jane Taylor
b.24.8.1965           b.6.12.1969                   b.17.5.1974
________________________                    __________________________      _________________
BRADD WHITFIELD         JACOB PAUL                   ELLA LOUISE
b.1.10.1996          b.14.5.1990                   b.19.5.1999
TAINE MICHAEL                DANIEL ROBERT THOMAS     SARAH LEANNE
b.8.7.1998           b.14.12.2000                   b.28.5.2002
KATE HANNAH MOANA   HANNAH LOUISE                   PENELOPE JANE
b.13.7 2000                b.13.3.2004                   b.6.2.2007
       AMANDA MARIE
        b.8.1.2009

Paul Whitfi eld Forster, (4.10.1940 – 22.5.1978), was born at the Avon













94

MAX HERRMANN
b.7.1.2010

Kenneth Garry Forster     married                 Judith Lorraine Richards   
 b.12.8.1949   7.2.1970                    b.16.11.1950
      
________________________________________________________________________________
IAN MACLEAN              MURRAY WHITFIELD
b.13.8.1970              b.14.7.1972                     
Partner               Partner
Ursula Hafl iger              Maria Dianna Smith
b.24.2.1964              b.8.11.1971

_________________                                ______________
TOBY MACLEAN              ABBY GRACE
b.2.2.2003                b.25.8.2006
GINA THERES               LIAM JON
b.30.1.2005               b.7.4.2009
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The area of County Durham relating to this story,
showing the towns and villages mentioned
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