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Muscat Fest to begin on June 14
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14 January

KABEER YOUSUF
MUSCAT

Jan. 6: The month- long annual Muscat
Festival, that features art, culture,
science, fun and gastronomic delights,
will have a colourful start on January

14 at the two major venues — Amerat
Park and Naseem Garden.
Speaking to the media on the

sidelines of the press conference to
announce the event, officials from the
Muscat Festival described the one-
month long celebrations as a mirror
to Oman’s culture and tradition and
that more than 1 million visitors are
expected to attend the events.

“The Festival will begin at both
parks and we are expecting more than
one million visitors to the country’,

they said.
“A special village dedicated to
science, technology and knowledge

titled “1001 Inventions” along with the
Small and Medium Scale Enterprises
(SME’) is yet another attraction at
Amerat Park this year”, Hamed al
Rasbi, said.
Amerat Park

One ofthe two majorvenues, Amerat
Park will have a Heritage Village,
The Dinosaurs Village, The Family
Village along with the participation of
11 community clubs in the Sultanate,
theatre performances of the popular
folklore bands. Also, the participation
of government institutions and service
associations is also another notable
attraction this time.

Naseem Park

Activities at the Naseem Gardens,
a place dedicated to the people
from Batinah, Muscat the people
from elsewhere, will focus on trade
exhibition, the family village and
children’s theatre besides squares and
theatre performances, fireworks shows,
the Jungle Village, the
Village and others.
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More than 1 million visitors
expected; Tour of Oman
from February 16

Cultural Events

The Festival Committee has given
due prominence to culture and heritage
activities and has divided into three
broad categories such as Intellectual,
Literary and Artistic. The speech series
begins with eminent scholars like
His Eminence Assistant Grand Mufti
of the Sultanate Shaikh Kahlan bin
Nabhan al Kharousi, who will deliver
a speech on unity of Omani society
or the intellectual tolerance. This will
be followed by lectures by a number
of highly-knowledgeable personalities
from wvarious sectors throughout the
month.

Sporting and Beach activities

A diverse range of sporting and
beach activities will be held on par
with global standards with the mass
audience and participants in mind in
coordination with various federations
as part of the Festival.

They include vehicles and
motorbikes number parade by “The
Omani Society for Cars” along with
various water sports activities by Royal
Navy Oman (RNO), Omani youth ship

Display tattoo (red helmet) of the
Royal Guard of Oman (RGO), besides
others.

Experienced paratroopers, sailing
by Oman Sail, marathon race and
other races, acrobatics and balancing
activities, comic events by clowns and
cartoon characters, rubber games for
children, and basketball games, to
name a few.

Tour of Oman

The annual Tour of Oman, one of

the most sought-after cycling event in

the world is slated from February 16 to
21.

“Tour of Oman has achieved
remarkable success in the past editions
by attracting the attention of global
sport community to the Sultanate in
general and Muscat in particular as
important stations in the sports scene
in the region”, he commented. “Tour
of Oman is a major tourism attraction
and a the Sultanate as
several scores of mediamen, camera
persons from across the world descend
on Oman to cover the event”.

Specialised Events

Finally, there will be some specialised
events such as the Week of Heritage
Revival which will make five nights to

window to

revive the Omani heritage that contains
a historical collection of fashions, old
Omani jewellery aided with specialists
from all regions and governorates of
the country. Additionally, there will be
SME Expo conducted in coordination
with  Public Authority for SME
Development (PASMED), exhibition
of gold jewellery and watches as part of
the Festival.

Muscat Festival started in 1998 and
has been an annual event since then.
But in 2009, it was cancelled due to fear
of some airborne viral fever and this
year’s edition is the 17th in the series.
Over the period of nearly two decades,
the Festival has proven to be more than
just a celebratory, cultural and artistic
event, or merely an entertaining forum
in which civilisations come together,
involving multilingual activities. Yet,
it is also marked by another magical
touch, with a past and present sense
spreading all over. It is a festival of all
colours. Thanks to its gaiety and warmth
of the time and place, various people
of different nationalities, blending in
continuity, as well as attraction, of the
diversity of performances and events,
are attracted.
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