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OF OMAN

Omran offers key opportunities to
SMEs at Al Baleed tourism cluster

SALALAH: The senior manage-
ment team of the Oman Tourism
Development Company (Omran)
recently visited the Al Baleed
archeological site in Salalah to
oversee and inspect the final de-
velopment stages of a new tourism
cluster; a concentration of inter-
connected tourism infrastructure
and services built for local SMEs.

The visit was part of an ongo-
ing process to evaluate the status
of existing hospitality offerings in
Salalah and to enhance investment
and partnership strategiesin order
to broaden the sector opportuni-
ties in the Dhofar region, aligning
with the execution of the National
Tourism Strategy in conjunction
with the Ministry of Tourism, says
apressrelease.

Omran has announced the avail-
ability of nine unique hospital-
ity and retail units located at the
iconic beachfront area within Al
Baleed tourism cluster that will
be available for lease to new and
existing hospitality and retail pro-
viders and are an ideal location for
coffee shops, restaurants, retail
outlets and beachfront activities.

Commenting on the visit, Eng
Ali Al Rasbi, Omran COO said:
“Local businesses and SMEs are
the backbone and our nation and
have an important role to play in
boosting the capability and capac-
ity of the sector. For the businesses

that decide to take up this venture,
they will situated in easily acces-
sible locations with available car
parking facilities and other utili-
ties and services, as well as benefit
from the footfall from the natural
attractions such as the archeologi-
cal site, the Land of Frankincense
Museum and the upcoming five-
star Al Baleed Resort all adding to
the area’s growing popularity.”
“The Dhofar Governorate and
Salalah specifically have seen in-
creasing numbers of visitors over
recent years with events such as
the Khareef Festival. According
to NCSI, last year the region wit-
nessed over half a million visi-
tors during the Khareef season,
a 194 per cent increase from the
previous year. The region has
also recorded strong growth in
the number of visitors from GCC
member states.” He added: “Tour-
ism clusters play an important role
of Omran’s vision moving forward.

The proximity of the related in-
frastructure forms a network of
services that gain competitive ad-
vantages for their own businesses
and make the location a more at-
tractive, competitive and encom-
passing destination.”

“We encourage the Omani na-
tionals and SMEs in hospitality,
tourism and retail to consider ex-
panding their operations to Sala-
lah, to enjoy the benefits of the bur-
geoning tourism sector in Dhofar
and to capitalise on the emerging
growth opportunities. We are par-
ticularly looking for established
Omani brands who will help to
shape an authentic and uniquely
Omani feel to the sector. Our na-
tion and the region of Dhofar is
home to many innovative and tal-
ented businesses and individuals
who have the potential to bring a
standard of excellence to the grow-
ing tourism services within the
cluster,” Al Rasbi concluded.
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