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Father of slain JSSF activist recounts tale of

horror
Saher Baloch
LARKANA: Gul Mohammad Koharo cries as soon as he is asked about his
son. His home in the squatter settlements, known as the Karim Dino
Koharo village, 32 kilometres from Larkana, was stormed by a group of
uniformed and plain-clothes officials on the first day of Eid ul Azha. They
were looking for his son, 22-year-old Shakeel Ahmed Koharo.

Sitting near an open veranda, with the grave of his son right opposite it, Gul cries
as he narrated how his son was dragged from the charpoy where he was
sleeping by the officials while he tried to make sense of what was happening.

“They hit me with the back of their guns as they took my son away. It was before
the Fajr prayers and these men suddenly arrived in a convoy of cars. | couldn’t
understand why they were taking my son away,” he says with a bewildered
expression.

In the ensuing few minutes, his other son was blindfolded and made to sit in a
corner, while Gul was busy pulling the arms of men taking his son away.

His elder brother, refusing to disclose his name, says that a man was standing
nearby with his face covered who initially nodded towards Shakil after which the
officials went towards him.

Though Koharo fought with all his might, Shakeel was taken away. Five days
later his tortured body was found in Karachi within the remit of the Bin Qasim
police station, Gul says.

“We had to bury him quickly because his mouth and nose bled profusely. As we
placed him in his grave, the last thing | remember was the white cloth [shroud]
getting red from his blood,” he adds.

Throughout the interview, it seemed Gul had no idea that his son was part of the
Jeay Sindh Student Federation (JSSF), the student wing of the banned Jeay
Sindh Muttahida Mahaz (JSMM). Over the period of four months several of its
activists have been picked up by ‘unknown people’ and their bodies have been
dumped later, mostly in Karachi, which is one of the bases for the party’s
activities.

During the interview, as Gul showed the pictures of his son’s wedding three
months back, one of the pictures started a slight argument between Gul and his
neighbour.




In one of the pictures from his wedding, Shakeel is seen hugging the head of the
student organisation's leader, Hafeez Peerzado. The neighbour asked him how
he did not know about his son’s affiliation with the party when he was pictured
with the student leader.

“We invited a lot of people from across Sindh. There was the district officer
present, too, that doesn’t mean my son is best friends with all of them. It is part of
our tradition to invite and respect our guests,” Gul retorted.

Now, after his death, Shakeel's family is learning about his activities, which
included holding rallies and shouting slogans against lack of resources and job
opportunities at Sindh University from where he recently completed his
graduation, according to his brother.

His wife, Sameena, 30, says she woke up after hearing the shouts coming from
outside. “We don’t know what he did at the university. These men didn’t spare
anyone. They also came in the zanana and beat everyone up. | asked them to
show us the arrest warrant, that made them angrier,” she adds.

Since his death, Gul says his only job is to sit in the veranda and clean his son’s
grave and water the plants next to it. The grave, draped with the flag of JSMM,
does not bother him, he says. “They did what they had to do. Now what does it
matter what colour of cloth is draped around his grave,” he adds quietly.

Though it is repeatedly said that the situation in Sindh is similar to the one in
Balochistan, Ustad Khalid Chandio, who was formerly associated with the Jeay
Sindh Mahaz (JSM), says there are various “regional factors” to the increasing
cases of kill and dump’ in Sindh.

Explaining, he said: “There is a link between abrupt rise in militant Sindhi
nationalism due to the changing regional scenario especially as a result of the
Zulfikarabad project, Pak-China trade corridor and Gwadar port. In simple terms,
vulnerable pockets in Sindh and Balochistan, with their genuine grievances, are
being exploited through a proxy war by the rival states, at the moment, to thwart
the trade-off between the two countries.” Meanwhile, chairperson of the Human
Rights Commission of Pakistan Zohra Yusuf said that there was an urgent need
to look back at the history and learn from it. “We shouldn’t be repeating the same
mistakes. Because the strategy of crushing any movement in Sindh would
backfire just like it did in Bangladesh and Balochistan.

Published in Dawn, January 4th, 2015
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Foot-Prints- Kill & Dump in Sindh.

Saher Baloch

Published in Dawn, December 14th, 2014

Sarwech Ali Pirzado’s grave stands out in the ancestral Pirzado graveyard in
Balhreji, Larkana district. A red Jeay Sindh Muttahida Mahaz (JSMM) flag is
spread over the grave. Another party flag flutters beside it. Known as ‘little
Moscow’, Balhreji has seen many socialist and communist movements,
evidence of which is found on the main entrance to the street where the
graveyard is located. There is a plaque here in memory of “social reformer
Muhib Hussain Pirzado”.

The area has been in the spotlight in recent weeks, as the venue where
families from across Sindh receive the tortured bodies of their relatives —
activists of Sindh's nationalist parties who hailed largely from Larkana district.

Sitting on a charpoy in his modest home, Sarwech’s father Lutuf Pirzado
wore an expression of resigned acceptance as he mentioned his son’s affiliation
with the JSMM’s student wing, the Jeay Sindh Students Federation (JSSF). Himself
an active member of the Movement for the Restoration of Democracy in the
1980s, Lutuf received 15 lashes in prison for wall-chalking and demanding the
release of communist leader Jam Saqi.

“A month before his abduction, we had a family discussion. Both his
mother and | asked him to stay away from some of his friends. Their activities
seemed suspicious to us,” he said. The reason behind the discussion was the
news of activists disappearing one by one in Karachi. Soon after, an
announcement appeared in Daily Subh, a Sindhi-language newspaper, of
Sarwech’s resignation from the JSMM and its student organisation.

The 22-year-old was working as a sales manager in Karachi when on Sept
11 he went missing, “somewhere in Saddar”, his father added.

The incident went unnoticed for over an hour until an employee of a courier
service called his office around 6pm to inquire whether Sarwech would be picking
up a letter he was supposed to. Search for Sarwech started soon after, with his
father and brother going to Karachi, running from pillar to post to locate him. The
police refused to register an FIR, so they went to the Sindh High Court.




While waiting for the hearing, they protested in front of the Karachi Press
Club on Sept 23. In the meantime, a ‘well-wisher’ of the family sent a message to
them through a relative that the young man had indeed been abducted by the
security forces for a plot he was accused of hatching with his friends to target
security installations. Sarwech’s brother Inayat Ali recalled, “He also asked us to
relax, as the man told my cousin that Sarwech seemed like he belonged to a good
family. And they might release him because of that. We continued hoping,
waiting for his release.”

It took another few days to convince the authorities to register the FIR.
But on Nov 30, they learned of his death. “One of our relatives heard it on TV and
called from Karachi to inform us that two bodies had been found in Nooriabad,
hands tied with gunshot wounds to the head,” said his mother Mehrunnisa, a
lady health worker in Larkana district.

Her face remained emotionless as she narrated how she was the one who
informed the police that her son might have been abducted due to his past
affiliation with the JISMM. “They looked at me, surprised. Then hushed me up for
saying the word ‘agency’ out loud. | just want to know whether by abducting
these young men are they trying to finish off the movement or bolstering it?”

Many in Larkana do not consider the JSMM as truly representing the poor. Others
say that the recent abductions were a result of the separatist movement, mostly
underground, gaining strength in recent years. One of the reasons for the recent
surge in the ‘kill-and-dump’ phenomenon, earlier associated only with
Balochistan, is said to be the growing proximity between Baloch separatists and
their counterparts in Sindh.

In 2011, a picture of Sirai Qurban Khuhawar, senior vice chairperson of the JSMM
at the time, Ruplo Choliani, Noor ul Haq Tunio and Nadir Bugti, went viral among
nationalist groups on Facebook. Soon after, Khuhawar and Choliani’s car was
found torched near Sanghar. It was followed by a picture of Balaach Marri and
the present JSMM leader Shafi Burfat on the internet. Locals say the proximity
between JSMM and Baloch separatists continued till recently, resulting in
enforced disappearances.

Another factor, pointed out by a former political activist of the Jeay Sindh Mahaz,
Ustad Khalid Chandio, is that the JSMM is getting stronger even while being
banned. “You must have heard people shrug off their cause saying their attacks
are limited to ‘cracker blasts’. But has anyone thought how the material for
making a ‘cracker bomb’ is available to them? How a mere cracker blows up five
to six feet of solid steel railway tracks? At the same time, there’s some truth to




reports about India’s interference in our region. We may ignore them but there’s
some truth there. This nationalist movement is not all black and white; there are
many shades of grey.”

Another factor he mentioned was that over the years, with the absence of
governance, awami movements in Sindh were gradually being replaced by azadi
movements. “Secularism is being wiped out in this country. Stoking a militant
movement in Sindh is ideally a good shut-up call for the nationalists, good for
creating conflict and confrontation amongst those seeking provincial autonomy
and those seeking independence. All of this, in the end, is useful to justify torture
against militant groups,” he added. At present there’s no ongoing strong
movement for a ‘Sindhudesh’ in the province, Chandio argued, as was once
imagined and explained in detail by G.M. Syed in his book about Sindhudesh.

When the question was put to the senior vice president of JSSF, Shehzad Manglo,
whether there was a solution to the on-going kill-and-dump policy in the
province, he politely said “an independent Sindh”.
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Protests over JSSF man’s ‘custodial death’
hit Hyderabad, Badin

Dawn Report

HYDERABAD: Following violent protests overnight near the Sindh
University’s boys hostel that had led police and the Rangers to beat up
nationalist activists, lob teargas shells and fire into the air to disperse
them, a complete strike was observed in Badin city and parts of several
other towns of the district on Thursday against what was described as
‘enforced disappearance and killing’ of an activist of the Jeay Sindh
Students Federation, the student wing of the Jeay Sindh Muttahida Mahaz
(JSMM), in Larkana.

The body of the activist, Asif Panhwar, was found near Moenjodaro airport late
Wednesday evening months after he was allegedly taken away by police and
plain clothe personnel in Hyderabad on August 15.

According to sources, Mr Panhwar was picked up in the Nasim Nagar area along
with another JSSF activist, Raza Noohani, in a raid on the residence of Amir
Hussain Azad Panwhar, the spokesman for the Jeay Sindh Qaumi Mahaz-Arisar

group.

Mr Panhwar and Mr Noohani belonged to the JSMM's student wing, the Jeay
Sindh Students Federation.

The body of Mr Panhwar was sent to Golarchi town in Badin district where his
funeral took place.

As soon as the news of the ‘missing’ activist's death reached Hyderabad a
couple of hours before midnight Wednesday, a number of charged student
activists came out of the SU boys hostel and held a sit-in near its gate.

They raised slogans against the government, police and intelligence agencies
and, according to police, some of them fired into the air.

Police and Rangers personnel rushed to the spot and baton-charged the
protesters. They also fired shots into the air to disperse the activists.

However, the sit-in continued till 4am when law enforcers finally lobbed teargas
shells to disperse them and reportedly picked up 40 of the participants.

Although the police denied having picked up any of them, sources said that 40
activists were taken to the Lunikot, Kotri, Nooriabad and Jamshoro police
stations and most of them were released on Thursday moming. Those still
detained were not identified, the sources said.




Meanwhile, situation on Thursday remained tense throughout the day at the SU
campus, where classes could not be held. The point buses were not operated in
the city area of Hyderabad to avoid an untoward incident.

An SU spokesman said that point buses did pick up students from the Hyderabad
bypass and Kotri railway crossing but they didnt move into the Kotri and
Hyderabad city areas or other places. He admitted that classes remained off but
attributed the closure to the upcoming examinations. He said other academic
activities on the campus remained by and large peaceful.

A student leader, Shiraz Pirzado, alleged that law enforcers fired into the air and
lobbed teargas shells without any provocation.

BADIN: Badin city and Golarchi town came to a standstill while a partial strike
was observed in several other towns of the district on Thursday in protest against
the alleged custodial death of Asif Panhwar.

Angry activists of various nationalist groups took to the streets of the affected
cities and towns to hold protests and observe mouming. They held a sit-in at the
Badin section of the National Highway to condemn the killing and demand arrest
of those responsible for his death. The sit-in was continuing when last reports
came in late in the evening.

All business, trade, educational and commercial activities in Badin and Golarchi
were kept suspended throughout the day while vehicular traffic on roads
remained thin.

Kashif Panhwar, a brother of the JSSF activist, told the media that the
government and senior police officials had continuously been approached ever
since Asif Panhwar was taken away by the security agencies personnel.

The court of law had also been moved for his recovery but in vain, he added.

He said his friends had informed him on Tuesday that Asif had been freed and
was on way home but only a day later he got the news about recovery of his
body in Larkana.

In Golarchi, a complete shutterdown was observed in response to a joint call
given by the Jeay Sindh Muttahida Mahaz, Jeay Sindh Qaumi Mahaz, Jeay
Sindh Mahaz, Jeay Sindh Tehreek and other nationalist groups.

Several hundred people including political and student activists attended the
funeral of Mr Panhwar in the town. He was buried in a local graveyard amid a
tense atmosphere.

Mr Panhwar’s close friends and party colleagues said he was the final year
student of IT department at the Sindh University, Jamshoro. They claimed that




his body bore multiple bullet wounds. They said the body was dumped at a
desolate place near Bakrani town of Larkana district.

Protest rallies were also organised by various factions of the Jeay Sindh Tehreek
in Matli town, where a noisy demonstration was led by Ali Raza Sodho,
Mohammed Ali Khaskheli, Rafig Memon and Awais Khaskheli.

The leaders announced a shutterdown in Matli town on Friday.

A partial shutterdown strike was observed in Kario Ghanwar, Tarai and Khorwah
towns of Shaheed Fazil Rahu taluka to condemn the killing.

Rashid Ali Panhwar and Sheeraz Ali Panhwar, the other brothers of the
deceased activist, told joumnalists in Golarchi that their brother was killed in cold
blood.

They accused security agencies of having kidnapped, tortured and killed him.

They claimed that his body bore marks of intense torture including bumns.

Published in Dawn, November 28th, 2014




AN APPEAL TO INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
ORGANIZATIONS, EDUCATIONAL UNIONS,
UNESCO, HUMAN RIGHTS ORGS’ AND
HUMANITARIAN INSTITUTES.

Jssf (Jsmm) on the account of Sindhi Students want to clarify facts in

front of global organizations mentioned above.

As, in present time when educational standards are reaching at the
peaks of progress & students are declared as backbone of society. In the
mean time in our occupied country ‘Sindhudesh’, Educational Institutes,
Curricular standards and even lives of Sindhi Students are handed-over to
long-boated armed Rangers’. These armed personnel are masters of black
& white in universities academic & Administrational issues of institutes to
spread fear & strengthen the extremist religious student wings in the
campuses, which are real threat to international peace, Progress &
Prosperity. These armed force men are fully fledged by government,
establishment & intelligence agencies of Pakistan to more reliable the
oppression of Pakistan over Sindh.

Evidences for Implications of Spy Agencies of Pakistan & Ranger can be
concerned as in many cases arrested Sindhi students are handed over to
Intelligence Agencies (1.S.l, M.l) which are either killed or imprisoned for
several months.

International Scholarships & fund granted for Sindh are either engulfed by
Government officials or are distributed in Punjabi, Pathan Students.

Therefore, Jeay Sindh Students Federation (JSMM) appeals Secular,
Democratic, Socialist, Humanitarian student organizations, UNESCO &
Human Rights Protecting Firms to take severe notice of State Atrocities on
Sindhi students and help JSSF(JSMM) for Restoration of Education, Student
Unions & Global Student Alliances.
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