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MOT targets travelers from the
region, invites special low season
packages

Al Falaj Hotel sale to Lankan
group gets nod
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MOT TARGETS TRAVELLERS FROM THE REGION, INVITES SPECIAL LOW
SEASON PACKAGES
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Photograph for illustrative purpose only.

Muscat Daily staff writer

MUSCAT - The Ministry of Tourism (MoT) will soon launch a regional campaign to boost
visitor numbers, particularly in summer months when most international travellers opt for
cooler destinations.

MoT is calling on local tour operators to approach it with their package deals and final
programme. The best packages will become part of its campaign and get all the support
in their market penetration strategies in the targeted countries.

At a recent meeting, it was decided that MoT will provide tour operators with best
packages targeting the GCC market such as Saudi Arabia and UAE, all support in
selling their products including flights, accommodation and tours in the low season.

Salim al Mamari, director general of tourism development, MoT, said, “A selection of
local tour operators will be playing a major role in this project complimented by the
regional destination management company (DMC) in the targeted countries.

MoT will be the owner and coordinator of the initiative, provide support and link between
local tour operators and the targeted market distribution partners.”

Furthermore, distribution partners will handle the direct marketing in the targeted market
under MoT supervision. The local tour operators will have to try to create packages that
represent diverse experiences for the tourist. These include activity-based, family and 2
leisure and cultural and educational packages. 7

Asma al Hajri, deputy director general, International Tourism Promotions, MoT, said, “In
order to increase footfalls, MoT will conduct multi-city roadshows.

The roadshows will be hosted in Dammam, Riyadh, Jeddah and Dubai. The dates of the
roadshow will be announced later. All parties wishing to participate must provide
different types of packages as per the market needs and will be rated on different
aspects such as diversity of activities, creativity quality and services pricing.”
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Al Falaj Hotel sale to Lankan group getsnod

BOARD OKAYS DEAL: Aitken Spence Resorts picks up the Muscat Hotel for RO 14 million

BUSINESS REPORTER
MUSCAT

Jan. 25: Oman Hotels and Tourism
Company said that its Extraordinary
General Meeting on Sunday approved to
sell assets and business of Al Falaj Hotel
to Aitken Spence Resorts (Middle East)
for RO 14 Million.

Oman & Emirates Investment
Holding Company owns 31.2 per cent
in Oman Hotels and Tourism Company
and it’s an associate company.

As per the details available, Al Falaj
Hotel was managed by the Aitken
Spence Hotels portfolio and is located
in the heart of Muscat with easy access
to both the business district as well as
tourist attractions.

‘The Muscat Hotel is a 35 km drive
from the Muscat International Airport.
The four-star property offers 140
furnished bedrooms and suites.

Oman Hotels and Tourism Company
had informed the Muscat Securities
Market (MSM) in October that it has
received a non-binding offer for the
acquisition of the assets and business of
Al Falaj Hotel in Ruwi for RO 14 million.

The statement said that the offer is
subject to the legal and financial due
diligence by the prospective acquirer.

Aitken Spence is a Sri Lankan
conglomerate with operations in South
Asia, the Middle East, Africa and the
Pacific. It has major interests in hotels,
travel, maritime services and logistics.

Oman Hotels and Tourism is a joint
stock company engaged in the hospitality
and tourism business. The company has
the ownership and operation of Ruwi
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Hotel, Al Falaj Hotel and Al Wadi Hotel
in Oman, as well as manages outside
restaurants.

As of December 31, 2011, the

company’s subsidiaries and associated
companies included 99.92 per cent in Al
Sharqivah Hotels & Tourism Company,
which is engaged in the ownership and
operation of Sur Plaza Hotel; wholly
owned Desert Camp, engaged in the
Ownership and operation of Desert
Camp, and 20.44-owned United Finance
Company engaged in the financing
activities.

In the company’s unaudited earnings
results for the Q2 ended on June 30,
2015, total revenue was RO 3,430,000
against RO 3,987,000 a year ago, while
the net profit was RO 1,433,000 against
RO 1,368,000 a year ago. The net profit
after tax was RO 1,371,000 against RO
1,276,000 a year ago.
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