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ILION’S CALL

by

Maru



Episode 1

“Where There Is Smoke”



LIST OF CHARACTERS IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE:

SURVIVOR

NEWS ANCHOR

HECTOR

IVAN

FELICIA

FAN

JESS

BANK CLERK

WAITER

BECCA

GABRIEL

DELIVERY GUY

THE PATRON

SWAT OFFICER



FADE IN:

EXT. COMMERCIAL AREA – NIGHT

The streets are mostly empty except for the odd nighthawk.

Occasionally, a car passes by. The stores are all closed

and all buildings are dark. In the distance, we can hear

the sound of a siren. The sound is getting louder and a

FIRE ENGINE drives by.

EXT. DINER – CONTINUOUS

We see the blaze of a burning DINER. The FIRE ENGINE pulls

up in front of it, next to other fire trucks that are

already parked there. A large group of fire fighters is

positioned around the building, shouting and trying to put

out the flames. Off to the side are people that have

escaped the building. They are being tended to by other

fire fighters and paramedics. Some are sitting on the curb

wrapped in blankets and being examined. One is unconscious

on a stretcher being put in an ambulance. Everyone is

covered in soot and ash. A paramedic is trying to calm

down a particularly agitated SURVIVOR.

SURVIVOR

No! I’m telling you! She wasn’t

holding anything, She was just...

shooting it from her hands!

(a beat)

And she laughed. She was just

standing there in the fire and

laughed.

(a beat)

Look, I know it sounds crazy, but

you have to believe me!

The SURVIVOR keeps talking hysterically. A few feet away,

a news crew is filming the fire. The ANCHOR is speaking

into a camera.

ANCHOR

...as of yet, no clues as to what

caused the fire. This has been the

third incident this week and

speculation of a serial arsonist

are beginning toOne of the fire fighters close to the flames yells

something and they start running away from the building.

Something inside the DINER EXPLODES. The flames shoot up

with a roar. Everybody instinctively ducks. The ANCHOR is

talking excitedly into the camera, pointing at the DINER,

the firemen are all stepping further away. After a moment,

everyone else is just staring at the blaze and the giant

plume of smoke rising from it.

The smoke rises into the night sky and forms the TITLE

ILION’S CALL
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INT. HECTOR’S APARTMENT - MORNING

It is a small apartment: a kitchen connected to a living

room, two doors leading to the bathroom and the bedroom,

respectively. The shelves are filled with comic books and

action figures.

HECTOR is a man in his mid-twenties, of average height,

neither overweight, nor particularly built. He has long

black hair, a stubble beard, wears glasses, a plaid shirt,

and jeans.

He is sitting at the kitchen counter, eating a bowl of

cereal. A TV is showing the news report of the burning

DINER. HECTOR is watching closely while eating. Something

in the DINER EXPLODES. A close up shows it completely

engulfed in flames. HECTOR stops eating. His gaze is fixed

on the screen, almost as if in a trance. The scene cuts

back to the studio and HECTOR snaps out of it. He looks at

his watch.

HECTOR

Oh, shit!

He shovels the rest of the cereal in his mouth, and turns

off the TV. He jumps up, grabs his backpack, and exits.

INT. HECTOR’S CAR – LATER

HECTOR is sitting in his car, on the freeway, stuck in

traffic. He is drumming his fingers on the steering wheel

nervously.

EXT. FALLOUT COMICS - LATER

HECTOR pulls up to the front of a comic book store. A

green neon sign over the entrance says “FALLOUT COMICS”.

There is a long line of people waiting outside at the

door.

INT. HECTOR’S CAR – CONTINUOUS

HECTOR drives on slowly, looking for a place to park, but

the whole road is blocked by parking cars. He keeps

driving further and further.

INT. FALLOUT COMICS - LATER

FALLOUT COMICS is not the biggest comic book store and not

in the busiest part of town, but it has a personal feel.

Along the walls are shelves filled to the ceiling with

comic books, action figures, posters, collectibles etc. A

bunch of super hero figures are hanging from the ceiling;

even the floor has a comic book pattern. Most of the room,

however, has been cleared of any furniture, and the people

that have been waiting outside in a line earlier are now

gathered inside.

HECTOR enters and pushes his way from the entrance,

through the crowd, to the other end of the room.
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HECTOR

I’m sorry, I need to... Can I

just... It’s okay, I work here...

Excuse me, coming through... Hey,

nice shirt... Oh, sorry, sir.

Didn’t mean to touch you there...

Placed on the far side of the room is a single stool and a

small lectern with a microphone. In the corner is a beaded

curtain leading to the back. Waiting there is IVAN. He

spots HECTOR in the crowd and waves him over.

HECTOR

Hey. Am I late?

IVAN

No, you’re just in time, man.

(pointing at the

curtain)

She just got here. I’ll go and tell

her to get ready.

He goes into the back room.

INT. FALLOUT COMICS – A MOMENT LATER

HECTOR is standing at the lectern, facing the crowd.

HECTOR

(into the mic)

Good morning, everybody. Glad to

see so many of you here today. My

name is Hector, that’s Ivan over

there...

He points at IVAN, who is standing by the beaded curtain

and waves.

HECTOR (CONT’D)

... and we’d like to welcome you to

Fallout Comics.

We’re here today to talk to a very

talented actress and producer, and

a lovely and funny person. If

you’ve ever been on the Internet,

you’ve probably seen at least one

of the million things she’s done

there. Now she’s the star of the

new TV show “Legendary”. She plays

Alex Keeran a.k.a. Legend. Ladies

and gentlemen, please give it up

for the delightful Felicia Day!

The crowd applauds and cheers loudly as a smiling FELICIA

DAY enters through the curtain. HECTOR steps away from the

lectern and pulls up the stool for her. FELICIA sits down.
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FELICIA

Wow, what a great introduction.

Thank you...

(to HECTOR)

I’m sorry, what’s your name?

HECTOR

Hector.

FELICIA

Thanks, Hector.

(to the crowd)

And thank you all for having me

here, and for coming out here

today. Oh gosh, and there’s so many

of you. I hope there’s no fire

marshal in here right now, cause

this is totally a fire code

violation, and they would not be

happy with this.

She laughs nervously, people in the audience smile and

laugh as well.

FELICIA (CONT’D)

Okay, before I go totally off the

rails, let’s take some questions

here, because the last time I did

one of these, I spent the first

fifteen minutes talking about all

the things that give me indigestion

and I only answered like three

questions. So, I’m going to just

reach right in there...

She gestures into the crowd with an outstretched arm.

FELICIA (CONT’D)

...and pull your questions out.

She pulls her arm back violently.

FELICIA (CONT’D)

It’s like I’m the doctor and

you’re the pregnant lady giving

birth.

She repeats the gesture.

FELICIA (CONT’D)

Just grab that question-baby and

pull out an answer. That’s how

giving birth works, right?

She laughs, now a little less nervously, and the crowd

laughs much louder than before. She begins taking

questions from the audience and answers them. Every now

and then, the crowd laughs at a funny-and usually obscenecomment or story from her.
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Off to the side, HECTOR is standing with IVAN, listening

and laughing along. IVAN nudges him. They talk quietly.

IVAN

So uh... are you planning on making

a move?

HECTOR

What are you talking about?

IVAN nods towards FELICIA.

IVAN

Oh come on, Hector. You obviously

got the biggest crush on her. You

were so excited that we got herHECTOR

Well, she’s a pretty big deal!

IVAN

Yeah, especially to you! You’ve

watched every single thing she ever

filmed, produced, or wrote at least

three times.

HECTOR

Come on, now you’re exaggerating.

She’s just a really good performer

and I’m a big fan of her work.

IVAN

And I’m a big fan of Frank Zappa,

but you don’t hear me talking about

his dreamy eyes! For the last few

weeks, all I got to hear from you

is how great, and amazing, and

beautiful Felicia Day is.

HECTOR looks at FELICIA, who is laughing loudly.

HECTOR

(to himself)

She is pretty great...

FELICIA finishes answering the last question, then picks

one of the fans with a raised hand to ask the next.

FAN

Hi! Uh so... your character doesn’t

have any superpowers, but is still

a super hero. So my question is,

what do you think makes somebody a

hero?
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FELICIA

That is a really good question. And

I agree, she is a hero, even though

she doesn’t have superpowers, and I

think it’s because... Well, being a

hero is not about how powerful you

are. I mean, lots of heroes in

fiction don’t have superpowers and

we’ve got every-day-heroes in real

life, like firefighters. The

barista that got my coffee just

right this morning? That’s my hero.

The audience laughs.

FELICIA (CONT’D)

Anyway, I think, it’s not so much

what somebody does that makes them

a hero, but why they do it, you

know? They don’t do it for any

rewards or the bragging rights,

but, they just do it cause it’s the

right thing to do. And sometimes

that can even mean making a great

sacrifice that no one will ever

know about, but they do it anyway,

just to make the world a little bit

better.

(a beat)

Yeah, I would say, that’s what

makes someone a real hero.

The crowd starts to applaud and it quickly grows louder

with cheers and hollers. HECTOR has been watching FELICIA

and listening intently. He doesn’t cheer, but keeps his

eyes fixed on her, deep in thought about what he has just

heard.

INT. BANK - DAY

We are in a relatively small but busy bank. There are

three clerks behind the counters, all currently occupied

with customers.

Standing by the entrance is JESS, a woman in her early to

mid-twenties, with long, straight, blonde hair. There is

an eagerness, almost a hunger in her eyes. She is quietly

observing one of the clerks who is serving another

customer. A mischievous smile briefly crosses her face. As

the customer leaves, JESS suddenly changes her whole

demeanor. Now, appearing very agitated and confused, she

approaches the clerk, who flashes a very big, very fake

smile.

JESS

(muttering)

Oh my God. No. No, no, no...
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CLERK

Good morning, ma’am. How can IJESS

Oh my God! It’s my niece! I mean,

today is her birthday and- oh no,

she is going to be so dissapointed!

CLERK

Ma’am, please calm down. What seems

to be the problem?

JESS

I wanted to buy a birthday cake for

my niece but the card reader at the

store didn’t work and I went to get

cash from the ATM but that didn’t

work either and I don’t have enough

cash on me and it’s her birthday

today and she is going to be so

sad, my little peach!

CLERK

Ma’am, please calm down. That is

absolutely no problem. It would be

my pleasure to give you your money.

JESS

Really? Oh, that is wonderful! You

know, it’s a very special birthday

for my little girl, she is turning

eighteen and...

JESS continues to ramble. The CLERK is trying to stay calm

and listen patiently but is visibly growing impatient. The

fake smile is beginning to fade.

CLERK

(interrupting)

Ma’am, how much, exactly, would you

like to withdraw?

JESS

Oh! Oh, hm... I better get some

extra just in case. Let’s say...

five hundred?

CLERK

Five hundred dollar it is! Now I

will just need your card for a

minute andJESS

Oh, but you don’t need my card.

The CLERK, now, completely drops the fake smile and has

clearly had enough.

CLERK

Ma’am, I’m afraid I can’t-
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