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RosteRs & scHeDUles
Men

MEN’S SCHEDULE

No. 1 TRE CAMPBELL
6-FOOT-2, 170 POUNDS
SOPHOMORE GUARD

No. 5 REGGIE CAMERON
6-FOOT-7, 225 POUNDS
JUNIOR FORWARD

No. 13 PAUL WHITE
6-FOOT-8, 230 POUNDS
SOPHOMORE FORWARD

No. 15 JESSIE GOVAN
6-FOOT-10, 270 POUNDS
FRESHMAN CENTER

No. 4 D’VAUNTES SMITH-RIVERA
6-FOOT-3, 215 POUNDS
SENIOR GUARD

No. 0 L.J. PEAK
6-FOOT-5, 215 POUNDS
SOPHOMORE GUARD

No. 11 ISAAC COPELAND
6-FOOT-9, 220 POUNDS
SOPHOMORE FORWARD

No. 21 RIYAN WILLIAMS
6-FOOT-4, 185 POUNDS
SENIOR GUARD

No. 22 AKOY AGAU
6-FOOT-8, 235 POUNDS
SOPHOMORE FORWARD

No. 24 MARCUS DERRICKSON
6-FOOT-7, 250 POUNDS
FRESHMAN FORWARD

No. 32 KALEB JOHNSON
6-FOOT-6, 205 POUNDS
FRESHMAN GUARD/FORWARD

No. 33 TREY MOURNING
6-FOOT-9, 230 POUNDS
SOPHOMORE FORWARD

No. 42 BRADLEY HAYES
7-FOOT-0, 275 POUNDS
SENIOR CENTER

11/14 vs. Radford 12 p.m.

11/17 at Maryland 9 p.m.

11/20 *Wisconsin 5 p.m.

11/22 *Duke/VCU TBA

11/28 vs. Bryant 12 p.m.

12/01 vs. Maryland Eastern Shore 7 p.m.

12/05 vs. Syracuse 1 p.m.

12/07 vs. Brown 7 p.m.

12/12 vs. UNC- Wilmington 2:30 p.m.

12/15 vs. Monmouth 7:30 p.m.

12/19 vs. UNC-Asheville 12 p.m.

12/22 at Charlotte 7 p.m.

12/30 at DePaul 9 p.m.

01/02 vs. Marquette 5:30 p.m.

01/05 at Creighton 9 p.m.

01/09 vs. DePaul 12 p.m.

01/13 at St. John’s 6:30 p.m.

01/16 vs. Villanova 1 p.m.

01/19 at Xavier 8:30 p.m.

01/23 at UConn 12 p.m.

01/26 vs. Creighton 6:30 p.m.

01/30 vs. Providence 8 p.m.

02/02 at Butler 7 p.m.

02/06 at Seton Hall 9 p.m.

02/08 vs. St. John’s 7 p.m.

02/13 at Providence 12 p.m.

02/17 vs. Seton Hall 9 p.m.

02/20 vs. Xavier 12 p.m.

02/27 vs. Butler 12 p.m.

03/01 at Marquette 9 p.m.

03/05 at Villanova 12 p.m.
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RosteRs & scHeDUles
WoMen

No. 2 DIDI BURTON
5-FOOT-5
SOPHOMORE GUARD

* Ind icates a  neutra l  s ite  game

No. 3 TYSHELL KING
5-FOOT-11
JUNIOR GUARD

No. 4 MYKIA JONES
5-FOOT-8
JUNIOR GUARD

No. 10 KI-KE RAFIU
6-FOOT-2
SENIOR FORWARD

No. 11 DIONNA WHITE
5-FOOT-5
FRESHMAN GUARD

No. 13 JADE MARTIN
5-FOOT-11
JUNIOR GUARD

No. 21 JASMINE JACKSON
5-FOOT-9
GRADUATE STUDENT GUARD

No. 22 LOGAN BATTLE
6-FOOT-2
SENIOR FORWARD/GUARD

No. 24 FAITH WOODARD
6-FOOT-2
JUNIOR FORWARD

No. 32 YAZMINE BELK
6-FOOT-3
SOPHOMORE CENTER

No. 44 JODI-MARIE RAMIL
6-FOOT-2
FRESHMAN CENTER

No. 34 DOROTHY ADOMAKO
6-FOOT-1
SOPHOMORE GUARD

No. 35 DOMINIQUE VITALIS
6-FOOT-2
SENIOR FORWARD

No. 1 KATIE MCCORMICK
5-FOOT-9
SENIOR GUARD

11/13 at Maryland Eastern Shore 6 p.m.

11/18 vs. Virginia Tech 7 p.m.

11/22 at Memphis 3 p.m.

11/27 *Quinnipiac 5 p.m.

11/28 *TBD TBA

12/02 at George Mason 7 p.m.

12/05 at St. Bonaventure 1:30 p.m.

12/10 vs. Delaware 7 p.m.

12/12 at Alabama 12 p.m.

12/23 vs. Towson 12 p.m.

12/29 at Xavier 7 p.m.

12/31 at Butler 6:30 p.m.

01/03 vs. Creighton 12 p.m.

01/05 vs. Providence 7 p.m.

01/08 at DePaul 7 p.m.

01/10 at Marquette 12 p.m.

01/15 vs. St. John’s 12 p.m.

01/17 vs. Seton Hall 1 p.m.

01/24 at Villanova 1 p.m.

01/29 at Providence 7 p.m.

01/31 at Creighton 1:05 p.m.

02/05 vs. Marquette 7:05 p.m.

02/07 vs. DePaul 12 p.m.

02/12 at Seton Hall 7 p.m.

02/14 at St. John’s 2 p.m.

02/21 vs. Villanova 12 p.m.

02/26 vs. Butler 11 a.m.

02/28 vs. Xavier 12 p.m.

WOMEN’S SCHEDULE
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gu finishes 2nd in big east, avoids ncaa tournament upset in 2014-15
Although Georgetown defeated Indiana, Florida and Villanova and was selected as a 
No. 4 seed in the NCAA tournament, the Hoyas again failed to advance to the Sweet 16

PaOlO saNtaMaria
Hoya Staff Writer

A dark track record loomed going into 
the 2015 postseason: In its last five 
appearances in the NCAA tourna-
ment, Georgetown had fallen to a 

double-digit seed: No. 10 seed Davidson, No. 13 
seed Ohio, No. 11 seed VCU, No. 11 seed North 
Carolina State and finally, and most infamous-
ly, No. 15 seed Florida Gulf Coast. When the 
NCAA Tournament Selection Committee 
awarded the Hoyas a No. 4 seed despite a 21-10 
record, 12-6 in the Big East, entering the tour-
nament, many pundits put Georgetown on up-
set alert, especially as it was slotted to face No. 
13 seed Eastern Washington and the nation’s 
leading scorer, junior guard Tyler Harvey. 

“It was the first tournament since we went 
to the [National Invitation Tournament] my 
sophomore year, so we definitely wanted to 
go in there with a full head of steam,” senior 
guard D’Vauntes Smith-Rivera said. 

The comparisons to the 2008 loss to David-
son were everywhere. Many compared Harvey 
to current NBA superstar Stephen Curry, the 

nation’s leading scorer and Davidson’s top 
threat in 2008. But Harvey did not have the 
same impact as Curry, and the Hoyas were 
far from unprepared. Smith-Rivera’s 25 points 
and a breakout game from then-junior center 
Bradley Hayes led the way as Georgetown held 
off a late comeback and won 84-74.

On paper, it made sense that the higher seed 
would have a relatively easy game. For fans fa-
miliar with the team’s tournament struggles, 
the win meant much more. Although George-
town would go on to fall in a closely contested 
game against No. 5 seed Utah, the win helped 
break the streak of tournament upsets. 

However, before the Hoyas broke through 
in the tournament, the team needed to figure 
out its player rotation and identity. Despite 
the loss of guard Markel Starks and forward 
Nate Lubick to graduation, the Hoyas had five 
upperclassmen ready to play regular minutes 
at the start of the 2014-15 season. Guard Jabril 
Trawick, forwards Mikael Hopkins and Aaron 
Bowen and center Joshua Smith led the way 
as the team’s four seniors while Smith-Rivera 
returned for his junior year. 

Georgetown also had four freshmen capa-
ble of playing rotation minutes, with guard 
L.J. Peak leading the way as an opening-day 
starter. Three other then-freshmen — forwards 
Paul White and Isaac Copeland and guard Tre 
Campbell — rounded out the rest of the rota-
tion, with then-sophomore forward Reggie 
Cameron and Hayes seeing occasional min-
utes. 

The season started well with four straight 
wins, including an overtime thriller against 
then-No. 18 Florida. The early part of the sea-
son also included impressive individual mo-
ments, including White’s performance against 
the Gators, when he recorded 10 points, five 
rebounds and three steals.

“[My] best performance stat-wise might have 
been against Butler, but as far as my personal 
belief, I believe it’s probably against Florida 
down in the Battle of Atlantis in the Bahamas.” 
White said.

Despite its early success, the team still had 
flaws. Peak broke out in his first game, scor-
ing 23 points on 100 percent shooting from 
the floor before dealing with inconsistency 
throughout the rest of the season. Smith-Rive-
ra struggled through his first few games, and 
Hopkins and Smith were up-and-down in the 
frontcourt. As the team approached a game 
against then-No. 2 and eventual NCAA tour-
nament runner-up Wisconsin in the Battle for 
Atlantis semifinals, it seemed like a potential 
blowout loss. 

That blowout never happened. Although 
the Hoyas fell 68-65, Smith-Rivera excelled, 

posting 29 points on 11-of-18 shooting, includ-
ing 5-of-6 from three-point range, showing 
why he was named Preseason Big East Player 
of the Year. 

The next game, however, did not keep the 
momentum going. Georgetown fell to confer-
ence rival Butler in the third-place game 64-58. 
Still, the game revealed what the Hoyas’ young 
talent was capable of, as Copeland and White 
posted 16 and 13 points, respectively, combin-
ing to shoot an efficient 12-of-18 from the field. 

As the team walked away empty-handed 
from the Battle for Atlantis, one thing was 
clear: The freshmen were ready to play, and 
Head Coach John Thompson III needed to fig-
ure out how to properly integrate them into 
the rotation.

“We were just thrown in the fire … kind of 
thrown in the mix,” Copeland said. 

As the freshmen worked to find their place 
in the rotation, the team’s senior center made 
his presence known in a dominating fashion. 

Smith, a transfer from UCLA who had to sit 
out the second half of his junior season due to 
academic ineligibility, posted 20 points and 
five rebounds against the then-No. 10 Kansas 
Jayhawks. Though the Hoyas would fall 75-70, 
much of the game was tightly contested, with 
Smith coming up with pivotal plays through-
out the second half. 

Despite the losses to Kansas and Wisconsin, 
Georgetown showed it had the talent to com-
pete with the best teams in the nation. All that 
was left to do was win games. In an overtime 
shootout against Indiana at Madison Square 
Garden, it did exactly that.

Smith-Rivera led the way with another 
29-point performance, while Bowen broke out 
for 22 points of his own as the Hoyas defeated 
the Hoosiers 91-87 in overtime in their last 
nonconference game.

As Georgetown’s Big East schedule began, 
it met particularly strong resistance from two 
conference rivals: Xavier and Providence. The 
Hoyas would lose every matchup with the 
Musketeers and the Friars, with then-senior 
Xavier center Matt Stainbrook and then-soph-
omore Providence guard Kris Dunn proving 
to be two of Georgetown’s toughest matchups. 
However, the Hoyas only lost two games to the 
rest of the teams in the Big East.

“The teams that are, I don’t want to say the 
bottom [of the conference standings], but the 
teams that don’t get as much appreciation 
are just as tough to battle night in and night 
out, because they’ve got some great players,” 
Smith-Rivera said. 

Winning 12 games in last year’s Big East 
was no small feat. Six teams from the 10-team 
conference made the NCAA tournament’s 

File PHOtO: JUlia HeNNrikUs/tHe HOYa

Isaac Copeland dunks against Villanova.
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gu finishes 2nd in big east, avoids ncaa tournament upset in 2014-15

final field of 68. One of those 12 conference 
wins particularly stood out.

In a 78-58 victory over bitter rival and 
then-No. 4 Villanova, several players had 
standout performances. Smith-Rivera, 
Trawick and Copeland led the way with 
double-digit scoring. At the end of the 
game, students stormed the court, garner-
ing mostly negative attention for their al-
leged disrespect of the program’s tradition.

Still, the fire in the fans reflected the team’s 
improvement and potential. Thompson made 
some lineup adjustments to create a more 
settled rotation. After a series of strong per-
formances, including a game-winning three 
pointer in a win over Butler, Copeland cement-
ed his place as a starter, replacing Hopkins in 
the starting lineup. The Hoyas entered the Big 
East tournament as a top-25 team in the polls. 

After beating Creighton in the quarterfinals 
of the conference tournament, Georgetown 
lost to Xavier for the third time in the season, 
this time in the Big East tournament semifi-
nals. However, the Hoyas still earned a No. 4 
seed in the NCA A tournament. 

“I mean, considering the season we had, 
it was really good. It was a great placement,” 
Smith-Rivera said.

Going into the tournament, the Hoyas were 
prepared, despite skepticism from pundits 
and fans alike, not to mention a confident 
Eastern Washington squad.  

“I don’t think we have a team who is scared 

or intimidated by anyone. Our team is tough, 
we want to continue to be that way and we 
want to continue to play that way. I don’t 
think [Eastern Washington] felt as confident 
at the end of the game as they were before,” 
Smith-Rivera said.

After Smith-Rivera’s 25 points led the way 
to victory for Georgetown, the Hoyas faced 
fifth-seeded Utah, a team with two future NBA 
players, current Toronto Raptors guard Delon 
Wright and current sophomore center Jacob 
Poeltl, who is projected to be selected in the 
first round of next year’s draft. Georgetown fell 
75-64, marking the sixth straight tournament 

that the Hoyas failed to reach the Sweet 16. 
“We were disappointed,” Copeland said. 

“We felt like we could’ve made it to the Sweet 
16. We should’ve made it. We were in positions 
to win that game and we lost it. We talk about 
that game almost every week.” 

After the Utah game, four Hoyas walked off 
the court for the final time in a Georgetown 
uniform. Hopkins, Smith, Bowen and Trawick 
each played in all 33 of Georgetown’s games, 
each averaging at least 15 minutes and at least 
5 points per game. 

However, one of the most memorable mo-
ments of the season came from the fifth mem-
ber of the senior class: Tyler Adams. Heavily 
recruited and highly touted coming out of 
high school, Adams was diagnosed with a rare 
heart disease that forced him to retire from 
basketball. Instead of rescinding his scholar-
ship, Thompson gave Adams a role as an un-
official assistant coach. On senior day, Thomp-
son received permission from the NCAA to 
let Adams suit up for one play. Inserted into 
the starting lineup against Seton Hall, Adams 
won the tip-off and dunked the ball for the last 
points of his college career. The Pirates, along 
with the entire Verizon Center crowd, gave Ad-
ams a standing ovation as he exited the game. 

All told, the Hoyas won 22 games, finished 
second in the Big East and advanced to the 
second round of the NCAA tournament. Still, 
with several key players returning this season, 
Georgetown aims to improve even more.

I don’t think we have a 
team who is scared or 
intimidated by anyone. 

Our team is tough. We want to 
continue to be that way and we 
want to continue to play 
that way.

““ ““

-Senior Guard D’Vauntes Smith-Rivera

File PHOtO: Nate MOUltON/tHe HOYa

Senior guard D’Vauntes Smith-Rivera led Georgetown with 16.3 points and 3.2 assists per game in the 2014-15 season.
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CarOlYN MaGUire
Hoya Staff Writer

A half-court, desperate heave at the buzzer: 
That is how the rivalry that helped define the 
Big East as a premier conference ended. 

In the 2013 Big East tournament semifinals, 
the end of the old Big East was imminent, and 
first-seeded Georgetown and fifth-seeded Syr-
acuse were slated to face off for the 14th and 
final time in the conference tournament. 

The stands were littered with signs: One 
read, “The Rivalry is closed,” while another 
said, “Kiss ’Cuse Goodbye.” 

Of course, the game took place in Madison 
Square Garden, where the conference was 
built. Gerry McNamara sat on the Syracuse 
bench. Patrick Ewing’s (CAS ’85) number from 
his time on the Knicks hung from the rafters. 
John Thompson Jr. and Derrick Coleman 
watched from the stands. Jim Boeheim still 
coached from the sidelines. 

It seemed like those who contributed to 
some of the rivalry’s most noteworthy mo-
ments were there to bear witness. An era was 
ending and everyone knew it. 

In the teams’ two previous meetings that 
season, Georgetown dominated Syracuse. On 
Feb. 23, the Hoyas handed the Orange a 57-46 
loss and ended the Orange’s 38-game home 
winning streak. The game, fittingly, was remi-
niscent of the rivalry’s beginning in 1980. 

In 1980, Georgetown defeated Syracuse 52-
50 in the last men’s basketball game played at 
Manley Field House. With the win, the Hoyas 
ended the Orange’s 57-game home winning 

streak. That was when John Thompson Jr. 
made the declaration that defined the rivalry: 
“Manley Field House is officially closed.”

Following Georgetown’s win in 2013, 
many expected, even begged, current 
Georgetown Head Coach John Thompson 
III to mimic his father’s speech, to close 
the Carrier Dome, but he refrained. 

“I’m sure you guys are waiting for a Manley 
Field House-type of statement. You’re not going 
to get it,” Thompson III said in the postgame 
press conference. “But it feels good to win here.”

The final meeting in the Big East tourna-
ment would be different. There would not 
be any such dominance. For nearly 40 min-
utes, Syracuse stayed in control, leading by 
as many as 12 points in the second half. 

Georgetown, however, never let Syra-
cuse pull away. Then, with seven seconds 
remaining, then-sophomore forward Otto 
Porter Jr. netted two free throws to tie the 
game 51-51 and send it into overtime.    

In overtime, then-senior guard Brandon 
Triche and then-junior forward C.J. Fair gave 
the Orange a 58-55 lead. Then-sophomore 
guard Jabril Trawick’s attempt to force a sec-
ond overtime slammed off the backboard. 

Syracuse, 58. Georgetown, 55. 
The rivalry that had helped define the sto-

ried Big East had seemingly ended. 
In the fall of 2011, Syracuse announced its 

intention to leave the Big East for the Atlantic 
Coast Conference. In July 2012 it became of-
ficial: After paying a $7.5 million exit fee, the 
school would leave July 1, 2013.  

For the Hoyas, the last three years will be 

remembered for postseason failures. After the 
semifinal loss, the Hoyas were a No. 2 seed in 
the NCAA tournament, and in their first-round 
game, Florida Gulf Coast shocked them 78-68.

In 2014, the Hoyas failed to make the NCAA 
tournament. Although Georgetown defeated 
Eastern Washington in the first round of last 
year’s tournament, it again failed to advance 
to the second weekend, losing to Utah in the 
Round of 32. 

Meanwhile, the Orange are marred by scan-
dal. 

Last season, the NCAA cited the Syracuse 
men’s basketball program and Boeheim for 
lacking institutional control from 2000-12. 
Specific violations include improper benefits 
for players, academic misconduct and a fail-
ure to enforce the school’s drug policy. 

As a result, the NCAA docked Boeheim 108 
victories and 12 scholarships over the next four 
seasons, suspended Boeheim for nine games 
and fined the team more than $1 million. Syr-
acuse also missed the entire 2015 postseason 
following a self-imposed postseason ban.   

Neither program is at the height it reached 
during the heyday of the Big East. One aspect 
of the good old days will make a triumphant 
return, however: The rivalry is back on. 

The two teams agreed in June 2014 to renew 
the rivalry with a four-year out-of-conference 
home-and-home. The first game is set for Dec. 
5 at the Verizon Center. 

For a majority of the players, it will be the 
first time facing each other. Only George-
town senior guard D’Vauntes Smith-Ri-
vera and senior center Bradley Hayes and 
Syracuse graduate student guard Trevor 
Cooney and senior center DeJuan Coleman 
have played in the rivalry. 

“It’ll be exciting. I’ve played in the games 
before,” Smith-Rivera said. “It’ll be great for 
us and the young guys who haven’t played 
against Syracuse.”

Sophomore guard Tre Campbell will be 
among those who will play in their first George-
town-Syracuse game. As a Washington, D.C. na-
tive, however, Campbell may be more familiar 
with the rivalry than some of his counterparts.  

“That is a great rivalry, a Big East rivalry from 
the get-go,” Campbell said. “That’s great to get 
them back with us and that’s going to be an-
other challenge that we are going to have to 
face.”                  

Although both schools will relish the four-
game series, the future of the rivalry is still in 
question. Thompson is hopeful the schools can 
reach a long-term agreement. 

“I think time will tell. You know, hopefully 
that will happen,” Thompson said. “I think the 
people up there hope so, but it’s just so hard 
with how fluid intercollegiate athletics is. It’s 
hard to say definitively, especially these days, 
because we’re not in the same conference, that 
this will go on forever. But hopefully it will.”

after big east split, a rivalry renewed
Georgetown and Syracuse will meet again for the first time since the 2012-13 season

File PHOtO: CHris BieN/tHe HOYa

D’Vauntes Smith-Rivera scored 15 points against Syracuse on March 9, 2013.
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MaDeliNe aUerBaCH
Hoya Staff Writer

The Georgetown men’s basketball team 
has historically enjoyed a relatively easy 
out-of-conference schedule in its first few 
games. Teams such as St. Francis Brooklyn, 
Texas A&M-Corpus Christi and Robert Mor-
ris presented little challenge last season. The 
Hoyas routed each team by a margin of at 
least 15 points, quickly building a 3-0 record. 

This season’s early opponents could not 
be more different. Georgetown will play 
No. 3 Maryland, No. 17 Wisconsin, Syracuse 
and either No. 4 Duke or VCU by Dec. 5.

“We like the challenge,” senior center 
and co-captain Bradley Hayes said. “To be 
the best, you’ve got to beat the best. To 
take on the best early and beat them is 
going to be the best thing.”

The team kicks off its 2015-16 campaign 
Nov. 14 against Radford. Georgetown beat Rad-
ford last season, walking away with a convinc-
ing 76-49 victory. With a squad full of return-
ing players and promising new personnel, the 
Hoyas should be confident heading into this 
rematch against the Highlanders. 

Nonetheless, the Hoyas will soon after en-
counter much more challenging programs. Just 
three days after the Radford game, Georgetown 
will take on Maryland for the first time in more 
than 20 years, reigniting a marquee matchup 
in the D.C., Maryland and Virginia area. 

“That’s going to be a great matchup,” soph-
omore guard Tre Campbell said. “We haven’t 
played each other in so long. I know everybody 
in the DMV is ready for it.”

The Terrapins boasted a 28-7 regular-sea-
son record last year, including a 14-4 Big Ten 
conference record. At the conclusion of the 
season, Maryland was No. 12 in the AP Top 
25 rankings. Maryland, led by Head Coach 
Mark Turgeon, is currently ranked third in 
the preseason USA Today Coaches Poll, be-
hind only Kentucky and North Carolina. 

“They have the best, or one of the best, 
teams in the country. … We’ll see when 
that game goes off,” Head Coach John 
Thompson III said. “I think both Mark 
Turgeon and I are pretty excited.”

Turgeon echoed Thompson’s sentiments.
“It’s two really good programs,” Turgeon 

said. “Probably should have our best teams 
we’ve had the last two or three years. Every-
thing is a positive with this.”

Georgetown will face Maryland on the Terps’ 
home turf Nov. 17 at Comcast Xfinity Center, 
where the Terrapins recorded an 18-1 home re-
cord in their 2014-15 campaign. The Blue and 
Gray notched an unremarkable 5-4 record on 
the road last season, so this much-anticipated 
away matchup against the Terps will certainly 
be a challenge. 

Building on the early run of challenging 
opponents, Georgetown will take on Wiscon-
sin on Nov. 20 as a part of the 2K Classic, a 

small preseason tournament that also fea-
tures Duke and VCU. The Badgers come off a 
run to the NCAA championship game, where 
they made it very difficult for the Duke Blue 
Devils to capture the title. Last year, Wiscon-
sin scored an average of 72.5 points per game 
and allowed an average of just 58.2 points per 
game to its opponents. However, the Badgers 
only return two starters, and preseason rank-
ings place them 17th in the country.

The game against Wisconsin will take 
place at Madison Square Garden, as will the 
Hoyas’ contest against either Duke or VCU. 
The winners of the Georgetown-Wisconsin 
game and the Duke-VCU game will face off 
in the finals, while the losers of the open-
ing-round games will play in the consola-
tion game. Preseason rankings have Duke, 
with its seven freshmen, slated at No. 4 in 
the Top 25. VCU fell to Ohio State in the first 
round of the NCAA tournament last season, 
but it boasted a 26-10 regular-season record. 

“Duke and Wisconsin at The Garden, 
that’s the biggest stage it can get, so I’m excit-
ed,” sophomore forward Isaac Copeland said.

The Hoyas will face Bryant and Maryland 
Eastern Shore at the end of November and be-
ginning of December, quickly followed by the 
long-awaited game against Syracuse on Dec. 5. 
Georgetown and Syracuse have not played one 
another since the Big East reorganized, so this 
game will be the first meeting between the bit-
ter rivals in over two years. 

“I know that our program and fans will be 
excited to have a game against Syracuse on 
our schedule,” Georgetown Athletic Director 
Lee Reed said in a statement released in July 
2014. “This is something that both schools have 
worked very hard to have happen, and we’re 
very happy to have this series continue.”

Ultimately, the Hoyas view this tough 
out-of-conference schedule as a valuable chal-
lenge that, if they are successful, could estab-
lish them as a top national contender. 

“Hopefully we can come out with all wins,” 
senior guard and captain D’Vauntes Smith-Ri-
vera said. “I’m certain the guys will all be ready. 
We’ve done a lot of preparation and leading up 
to that, we’ve got high expectations.”

File PHOtO: MiCHelle XU/tHe HOYa

D.C. native Campbell is eager to play UMD.

File PHOtO: JUlia HeNNrikUs/tHe HOYa

Head Coach John Thompson III is preparing for games against UMD and Wisconsin.

top 25 Matchups Headline 
nonconference schedule
Maryland, Wisconsin stand out among early opponents 
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DariUs iraJ
Hoya Staff Writer

On a team led by senior guard and 
co-captain D’Vauntes Smith-Rive-
ra and four talented sophomores, 
it would be easy to overlook this 

year’s freshman class. The sophomore class, 
which ESPN ranked as the seventh-best re-
cruiting class in the country last year, will be 
one of the focal points of the team this year. 
However, this year’s freshmen may play a 
larger role than expected.

“The new freshmen have been a great pick-
up for us this year,” sophomore forward Paul 
White said. “They are strong; they know what 
they are doing. We expect a lot from them com-
ing into this year and we are looking forward 
to seeing what they can provide for the team.” 

This year’s class contin-
ues a trend in Head Coach 
John Thompson III’s re-
cruiting habits — his affin-
ity for local players from 
D.C., Maryland and Virgin-
ia. Two of the three fresh-
men in this year’s class, for-
ward Marcus Derrickson 
and guard/forward Kaleb 
Johnson, are from the DMV 
area. However, the fresh-
man with the most hype, 
center Jessie Govan, is not.

Govan, a rare back-to-
the-basket big man, comes 
from Wings Academy in 
Bronx, N.Y. Ranked the No. 
67 prospect in the Class of 
2015 by ESPN, Govan could be the next player 
in Georgetown’s long lineage of star big men. 
Shandue McNeill, who coached Govan when 
he played for the New York Lightning Amateur 
Athletic Union team, highlighted Govan’s low-
post ability as a key aspect of his game.

“I think Jessie was one of the best, not only 
in our program, but across the country, he 
was one of the best back-to-the-basket big 
men in the country,” McNeill said. “From an 
offensive standpoint, he was pretty much un-
guardable on the block.” 

Govan averaged 8.25 points and 7.0 re-
bounds per game on Georgetown’s preseason 
trip to Italy, with a highlight in his perfor-
mance in a loss to BC Atletas, a Lithuanian 
professional team, when he recorded 15 
points and nine rebounds. He is expected to 
split minutes with senior center and co-cap-
tain Bradley Hayes this season. Billy Turnage, 
who coached Govan at Wings Academy, be-
lieves he will be ready to perform right away. 

Turnage coached Wings Academy to a 
Public School Athletic League title in New 
York City last season. Govan dominated the 
tournament’s championship game with 17 

points and 17 rebounds.
“He’s been in the spotlight his entire ca-

reer so far,” Turnage said. “He’s not an un-
known kid. He’s been highly recruited since 
the eighth grade.” 

As Govan begins his freshman season at 
Georgetown, he is prepared to bring more than 
just an offensive presence on the low block. 

“The thing that is beautiful about Jes-
sie and what makes him a perfect fit for 
Georgetown is the system that [George-
town] runs, he fits it perfectly,” Turnage 
said. “He can shoot the 15 [to] 18-footer, he 
passes the ball extremely well … and he’s 
intelligent. He has a high IQ on the court.” 

According to Turnage and McNeill, Govan 
still needs to improve his rebounding skills. 
Although he averaged 13 rebounds per game 
in his senior season at Wings Academy, Tur-

nage and McNeill both be-
lieve if he can improve his 
rebounding, it will take 
him to the next level. 

Govan is not the only 
freshman who could be 
starting this year. Freshman 
forward Marcus Derrick-
son, whom ESPN ranked 
as the 89th-best prospect 
in the Class of 2015, was 
the team’s leading scorer 
during its trip to Italy. Der-
rickson scored a game-high 
20 points, including 4-of-6 
shooting from three-point 
range in a 74-64 win over 
Haukar Basket, a profession-
al team from Iceland. He 

again led the Hoyas in scoring with 18 points 
in a 95-36 win over the Italy All-Stars, a team 
composed of players from Italy’s first, second 
and third divisions of professional basketball. 
He finished the trip by scoring 15 points and 
grabbing nine rebounds in a 76-73 win over 
the Swiss team SAM Basket Massagno.

Derrickson’s performance in Italy im-
pressed his teammates. 

“I was actually surprised at how well he 
played. I didn’t think Marcus had all that in 
his arsenal. He’s also one of the better three-
point shooters — probably the second-best 
three-point shooter on the team,” Hayes said.

According to Thompson, Derrickson him-
self is willing to go one step further than 
Hayes in terms of his own shooting ability.

“He gets rebounds and can score on the 
block,” Thompson said. “He also can really 
shoot. He will tell me he is our best shooter.” 

Derrickson attended Paul VI Catholic High 
School in Fairfax, Va., for his first three years of 
high school. He led Paul VI to two Washington 
Catholic Athletic Conference championships 
in his three years before transferring to Brew-
ster Academy in New Hampshire for his senior 

govan, derrickson expected to contribute immediately for hoyas in debut seasons
While it may not be as highly  touted as last season’s group of freshmen, this year’s class has the potential to make a significant impact both immediate ly and in the long term

ESPN ranked Govan as the No. 67 
prospect in the Class of 2015.

#15 Jessie Govan

Derrickson scored at least 15 points in 
three of Georgetown’s four games in Italy. 

#24 Marcus Derrickson

Johnson averaged 23.3 points and 12.2 
rebounds in his final year of high school.

#32 kaleb Johnson

A knee injury will sideline Agau, a 
Louisville transfer, this season. 

#22 akoy agau

[Derrickson] 
gets rebounds 
and can score 

on the block. He also can 
really shoot. He wil l tell 
me he is our 
best shooter.

- Head Coach John Thompson III

““ ““
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govan, derrickson expected to contribute immediately for hoyas in debut seasons
While it may not be as highly  touted as last season’s group of freshmen, this year’s class has the potential to make a significant impact both immediate ly and in the long term

year. Brewster has produced several NBA play-
ers, including Will Barton, Mitch McGary and 
T.J. Warren. Current Georgetown sophomore 
forward Isaac Copeland also attended Brewster 
Academy for his senior year of high school. 

Derrickson’s teammates are impressed by 
his work ethic off the court as well as his on-
court performance.

“He’s always the first one in the gym and the 
last one out of the gym, first one in the weight 
room, last one out of the weight room,” Hayes 
said. “I see him in there whenever I’m in there 
all the time and as a freshman, you just see that 
and can tell he has a really good work ethic, 
and I’m excited to see what he can do.” 

Although Govan and Derrickson are the 
only Georgetown freshmen ranked in ES-
PN’s top 100 recruits in the Class of 2015, 
freshman guard/forward Kaleb Johnson 
may surprise this year. Johnson attended the 
Carlisle School in Martinsville, Va., where he 
averaged 23.3 points and 12.2 rebounds per 
game in his senior season. 

“He’s going to be a sleeper,” sophomore 
guard Tre Campbell said. 

Thompson is impressed by Johnson’s versatil-
ity and toughness.

“Kaleb brings a lot of things to the table, 
in a different way,” Thompson said. “He has a 
toughness, he makes hustle plays, he’s one of 
our better defenders that can guard multiple 
sizes, he gets to the basket.” 

In addition to the three freshmen, the Hoyas 
added sophomore Akoy Agau — a 6-foot-8-inch 
forward who transferred from Louisville last 
year — to their roster. Agau, ranked No. 75 on 
ESPN’s top 100 recruits in 2013, was highly 
sought-after coming out of high school. How-
ever, he did not receive significant playing 
time during his two seasons at Louisville and 
ultimately made the decision to transfer to 
Georgetown. Because he only played in three 
games at Louisville last season, Agau retains 
eligibility as a sophomore, although this is his 
third season of college basketball.

Agau, a native of Sudan, was scheduled to 
miss the first half of the regular season due 
to transfer eligibility rules. However, Agau re-
cently tore his ACL and will miss the entire 
season. His injury is a big blow to the Hoyas, 

who will now rely heavily on Govan and Hayes 
to play minutes under the basket.

“It really hurt me because I’ve known Akoy 
for a couple of years now. When he came and 
he was thinking about transferring here, I was 
like, ‘You really need to come here, we need 
you this year,’ and he was really going to be a 
big part of our team,” Copeland said. 

Thompson said the team will miss Agau’s 
strong presence. 

“We’re going to miss him, because he’s a big 
physical presence. But with that being said, I 
think we have depth there.,” Thompson said. 
“I’m not going to say it’s not a loss; it’s a loss.” 

Despite Agau’s injury, Thompson will still 
have three newcomers to integrate into his ro-
tation. He believes the team’s experience in Ita-
ly will help the freshmen early in their careers. 

“I think it was very beneficial,” Thompson 
said. “When I say ‘time will tell,’ you get a whole 
new group each year. You get those early prac-
tices, you get the freshmen who get a chance 
to play in four games. There’s a completely dif-
ferent feel; I’m not out there nervous, coaching 
the way I do during the season.”

 MiCHelle XU/tHe HOYa

Jessie Govan averaged 8.25 points per game in Italy.
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tYler Park
Hoya Staff Writer

Jagan Mosely was torn.
The 6-foot-3-inch guard had just finished 

his junior season at St. Anthony’s High 
School in Jersey City, N.J. He averaged 13 

points per game, led his team to a 28-2 record 
and was named a Second Team All-State selec-
tion. In addition, Mosely had a 4.2 GPA and 
ranked in the top of his class at St. Anthony’s. 

As he moved closer to choosing a col-
lege, though, he faced a dilemma.

“My parents and I, we kept going back and 
forth, deciding between whether I wanted 
to go to a dominantly academic school or a 
dominantly basketball school,” Mosely said. 

When Georgetown offered Mosely a scholar-
ship, it gave him the best of both worlds, and 
he committed to play for Head Coach John 
Thompson III and his staff starting in fall 2016. 

“When Georgetown came in it was the 
perfect fit, because they have both high-lev-
el academics and basketball,” Mosely said. 

In many ways, recruiting is the founda-
tion of any college basketball program. It is 
difficult to predict how a high school player 
will develop during his time in college, but 
if coaches can bring in talented players, they 
can create a foundation for success. Howev-
er, the recruiting process is not always as 
straightforward as it was with Mosely.

tHe PrOCess

Thompson and his three assistant coach-
es — Kevin Broadus, Tavaras Hardy and Kev-
in Sutton — evaluate hundreds of prospects 
around the world in each recruiting class. 

“The majority of it, at least from my vantage 
point, is done when we are not playing games,” 
Thompson said. “It’s harder for me to get away 
because we’re practicing and playing games, 
whereas it’s easier for an assistant.”

When the coaching staff identifies a pros-
pect that it is interested in, it reaches out and 
begins to communicate with the player. 

“The first time I spoke to Coach Thompson 
was on the phone right before my senior year 
started, I believe,” junior forward Reggie Cam-
eron said. “He just said that they were inter-
ested in me and stuff like that. I think it was 
Coach Broadus that saw me at a Nike camp 
down here, I think a week earlier.”

According to Thompson, whichever assis-
tant coach identifies a prospect of interest 
will usually take the lead in recruitment. In 
addition, Thompson himself is involved with 
all of the prospects. Thompson and his staff 
frequently attend games and practices around 
the country as they pursue their desired talent. 

Scott Willard, who coached current 
Georgetown sophomore forward Isaac Co-
peland during his junior year of high school 
at the Miller School in Charlottesville, Va., 
said Thompson and his staff invested a lot of 
time in Copeland’s recruiting process.

“They attended a lot of our practices and 
games; they recruited him hard. We played in 
a couple of events in D.C., as well, given that 
we’re not too far, it was not a bad trip for them 
to really make an effort,” Willard said.

Thompson and his staff received positive re-
views from high school coaches, including Wil-
lard and Sean McAloon, who coached current 
Georgetown sophomore guard Tre Campbell 
at St. John’s College High School in Washing-
ton, D.C., for their conduct during recruiting.

“It’s not the first time I’ve ever dealt with 
them before. I mean, I had some kids be-
fore I got here that were at my old school 
at Benedictine; I dealt with … them substan-
tially before, so it wasn’t the first time. It’s 
always been enjoyable,” McAloon said.

If there is mutual interest between a pros-
pect and the coaching staff, the two sides 
work to set up a visit to campus. According to 
Thompson, the staff aims to show each pros-
pect a normal weekend at Georgetown.

“I think it’s important, good, bad, ugly, right, 
wrong, that once they leave here they have 
some semblance of what their experience is 
going to be like,” Thompson said.

Hoya Hoops Madness has stood out as an 
important event for recruiting visits. Fresh-
man center Jessie Govan, freshman forward 
Marcus Derrickson and freshman guard/
forward Kaleb Johnson all attended Hoya 
Hoops Madness in 2014. In addition, Mose-
ly, who is currently the only prospect who 
is committed to Georgetown in the Class of 
2016, attended this year’s event.

“It’s been big, because it’s a fun time,” 
Thompson said. “It’s a big party. So the 
kids come and it’s light, it’s a fun time, so 
it has been important for us.”

tHe selliNG POiNts

Thompson and his staff highlight a few 
key aspects of Georgetown and its men’s 
basketball program when recruiting.  

“I think we have a very good history, I 
think we have a good present, I think we 
have a good future as it relates to basket-
ball,” Thompson said. “I think Georgetown 
is an outstanding academic institution and 
the degree means something, and our loca-
tion in Washington, D.C., is important.” 

Many recruits are particularly attracted to 
Georgetown’s rich history of success in men’s 
basketball and are aware of Georgetown’s for-
mer standouts, including Dikembe Mutom-
bo (COL ’91) and Alonzo Mourning (COL ’92). 

“The history of the school is just amaz-
ing,” senior center and co-captain Bradley 
Hayes said. “You know, being a big man 
coming to a big-man school with the his-
tory of Dikembe, Alonzo, all the greats, 
I wanted to follow right in line and I felt 
like this was the best place to do it.”

In addition, many of Georgetown’s re-
cruits are attracted to the university’s 
strong academic reputation.

“The academics, one, obviously,” Camer-
on said when asked what attracted him to 
Georgetown. “The university as a whole is 
second to none. Basketball and academics, 
you know, you can’t find a lot of things to 
complain about.”

RecRUiting focUses on HistoRy, location
Georgetown recruits basketball players from all areas of the country, emphasizing 
the school ’s basketbal l  h istory, academic reputation and player development

File PHOtO: Claire sOissON/tHe HOYa

Sophomore guard Tre Campbell chose to attend Georgetown to stay in his hometown.
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tHe lUre OF tHe PrOs

According to Thompson, Georgetown’s 
rigorous academics are actually a deter-
rent for certain recruits. 

The NBA has become a billion-dollar indus-
try. Superstars like LeBron James, Stephen 
Curry and Anthony Davis are ubiquitous, con-
stantly appearing in commercials, Vines, vid-
eo games and Twitter feeds. The appeal of the 
bright lights of the pros is stronger than ever.

As a result, ever since the NBA implement-
ed a requirement that players spend at least 
one year after high school before entering 
the NBA Draft, the “one-and-done” has dom-
inated headlines, and certain recruits are 
singularly focused on moving onto the pros.

Superstars like John Wall, Kyrie Irving and 
Anthony Davis used college basketball as a 
one-year steppingstone to the NBA, seemingly 
blazing a trail for professional success at an 
early age. However, although players like Wall, 
Irving and Davis draw attention for their suc-
cess, there are far more examples of players 
who entered the draft early only to find that 
success in the NBA was far from guaranteed.

“Now I don’t know the exact numbers … but 
how many kids have really been one-and-done? 
Big picture, it’s a small number,” Thompson 
said. “But what that does is those guys garner 
so much attention from the press, from the 
media, that the following classes, even kids that 
have no shot, they aspire for that.”

Despite this trend, however, Thompson has 
not sent any players to the NBA after only one 
season in his time at Georgetown. Otto Por-
ter Jr., Jeff Green (COL ’12), Roy Hibbert (COL 
’08) and Greg Monroe are examples of players 
Thompson has coached who have gone on to 
professional success. Porter and Monroe stayed 
at Georgetown for two years each, Green stayed 
for three years and Hibbert stayed for the full 

four years. However, the team’s lack of one-and-
done players has not been the result of a con-
scious effort by Thompson and his staff. 

“We want the best players we can,” Thomp-
son said. “We want the kid that while they’re 
here, appreciates Georgetown, like a Greg Mon-
roe who left after two years, Otto Porter who 
left after two years, so it’s not like we’ve said 
we’re not going to recruit players who will have 
the opportunity to leave after one [year].”

Georgetown players also have NBA am-
bitions, but Thompson and his staff look 
for players who are also focused on their 
development off the court.

“I have a locker room with 12 or 13 guys 
that want to make it to the NBA,” Thomp-
son said. “But they also appreciate George-
town and everything Georgetown has to 
offer and understand that while you are 
working and want to grow your game, you 
want to grow your mind also.” 

a GlOBal eFFOrt

Georgetown recruits from all areas of 
the country and even internationally. 

“That’s the power of Georgetown and 
that’s the power of our tradition and our 
history, and also where we stand now in the 
Big East. We’re able to recruit nationally [and] 
globally, so we do that,” Thompson said.

However, Thompson and his staff tend to 
bring in a significant number of prospects from 
the D.C., Maryland and Virginia area. In the last 
10 recruiting classes, Georgetown has added 
38 new players. Thirteen of them, including 
Johnson, Derrickson and Campbell, have come 
from the DMV area. Some prospects prefer to 
attend college relatively near their hometowns, 
which adds to the attraction of Georgetown.

“I wanted to stay around in the DMV just 
to stay close to my parents and my family, 

and I just felt comfortable here. That’s why I 
chose it,” Campbell said. 

Georgetown also brings in prospects from 
all areas of the country. In the last 10 years, the 
Hoyas have recruited players from 19 different 
states and three different countries — the Unit-
ed States, Belarus and Nigeria. That list includes 
eight players from Maryland, five players from 
Virginia and four players from Florida. 

aN area OF sUCCess

ESPN ranked Georgetown’s Class of 2014 as 
the seventh-best recruiting class in the nation. 
In addition, ESPN ranked the Class of 2015 as 
the 26th best in the country. Of the 13 play-
ers on the Hoyas’ current roster, eight were 
ranked in ESPN’s Top 100 recruits in their re-
spective classes coming out of high school. 

However, Thompson is more concerned 
with how players will fit in at Georgetown.

“Those rankings, they are what they are, 
but I don’t think you should put stock in 
who you recruit solely based on numbers 
as opposed to who you think can help you, 
come in and contribute,” Thompson said.

Last season, four freshmen — Copeland, 
Campbell, forward Paul White and guard 
L.J. Peak — played in all 33 of Georgetown’s 
games, each playing at least 13 minutes 
per game. The Class of 2014’s immediate 
impact demonstrates the importance of re-
cruiting in college basketball, and Thomp-
son hopes that he and his staff can contin-
ue that success in the future.

“As a coach, every year, you want to get 
everyone you want to get,” Thompson said. 
“But that doesn’t always happen. I think 
for the most part, we’re getting some good 
student-athletes in here. Can you always 
say, ‘I’d love for it to be better?’ Absolutely. 
But I think we’re doing okay.”

va 5
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sophomore class prepared for new roles
With only  4 upperclassmen on the roster, the group will need to step up

saM aBraMs
Hoya Staff Writer

Before the 2014-15 season began, then-se-
nior guard Jabril Trawick made it clear he 
was there to provide senior leadership and 
strength to the Hoyas. 

“With the way my personality is and the 
kind of player that I am, I’m going to be a nat-
urally vocal person on the court and off the 
court and just try to teach the younger guys,” 
Trawick said. “I’m going to be a leader.” 

This year’s Hoyas have several advantag-
es. They are led by Preseason All-Big East 
senior guard D’Vauntes Smith-Rivera and 
experienced Head Coach John Thompson 
III. Georgetown’s roster is blessed with good 
overall athleticism and height, as sophomore 
point guard Tre Campbell is the shortest play-
er on the roster at 6-foot-2.

The roster also includes two touted front-
court recruits — freshman center Jessie 
Govan and freshman forward Marcus Der-
rickson — who are expected to contribute 
immediately. One area in which the Hoyas 
are lacking, however, is upperclassman lead-
ership, the type that Trawick provided. 

After the graduation of Trawick and other 
important contributors like forward Mikael 
Hopkins and center Joshua Smith, Thomp-
son expects a new crop of leaders to emerge 
for the Hoyas this season. 

“I’ve told our sophomores, we need them to 
perform like seniors, as it relates to production, 
but more importantly in understanding and 
caring,” Thompson said. “I’m putting a lot on 
their shoulders, but I think they can handle it.” 

One player whom Thompson tasked with 
big responsibilities from day one is versatile 

sophomore guard L.J. Peak, who became the 
first Hoya in five years to regularly feature in 
Georgetown’s starting lineup as a freshman. 
The Gaffney, S.C. product started 32 of 33 
games for Georgetown, leading the team in 
scoring five times and finishing third on the 
team in minutes played per game. 

After establishing himself as a key con-
tributor as a freshman, Peak feels ready to 
accept Thompson’s challenge of becoming a 
crucial, albeit soft-spoken, team leader.

“I’m not much of a talker, so I just lead 
by example. I just play hard all the time and 
[the freshmen] see that,” Peak said.

Sophomore forward Isaac Copeland was 
similarly thrown into the fire last year, 
starting 11 games and finishing fourth on 
the team in rebounds per game and fifth in 
points per game. Armed now with a year’s 
worth of experience in the physical Big East, 
Copeland feels confident that he has grown 
into a bigger role on the team. 

“Last year was more of a learning experi-
ence, like just growing and learning from 
the older guys,” Copeland said. “This year, I 
have one year underneath my belt. Basically, 
I’ve been more of a teacher and more vocal 
this year. So [I am] definitely seeing my role 
change this year compared to last year.”

Despite his potential, Copeland realizes 
that as a freshman, the pressure of playing 
crucial minutes led him to underperform at 
times. With a year of experience and a bigger 
role as a leader, Copeland said he better under-
stands the ups and downs of the college game:

“Last year I think I got rattled a little too easily 
— especially last season. But now, I realize that cer-
tain things happen throughout the course of the 
game, and it’s a long game. You just need to keep 

your head up and keep playing,” Copeland said.
The departure of last year’s senior class leaves 

the Hoyas without 57 percent of their scoring 
and 50 percent of their rebounding from last 
season. Sophomore forward Paul White, who 
averaged 5.0 points per game as he assumed 
a bigger role as the season progressed, is ready 
and willing to replace that production. 

“I’m just going to see whatever the coach-
ing staff needs from me, whether it’s pass-
ing, scoring, defending, rebounding. What-
ever they need from me, I am here to offer 
all of my abilities and just win,” White said.

Thompson sees his sophomore class as the 
crucial piece in this year’s squad that could de-
termine how far the Hoyas go come March.

“That class is the core of what we have. We have 
a very good freshman class. This year’s freshman 
class is going to play just like last year’s freshman 
class played,” Thompson said. “And you have 
some seniors up there in D’Vauntes and Bradley 
[Hayes], who have been very good. But the sopho-
more class is going to have to make huge strides 
and maintain the consistency.”

Copeland echoed Thompson’s sentiment, 
noting that the sophomores acknowledge 
their enhanced roles and relish the chance 
to become leaders on a young team. Cope-
land and the rest of the sophomore class 
will have to prove that they can lead in both 
word and deed this year if the Hoyas stand a 
chance at progressing into the second week 
of March Madness.

“We all played in some big games last year. 
We’re going to be called upon,” Copeland said. 
“We have young guys that need to learn from 
us. The seniors, they told us some things last 
year. We have to show the freshmen, since 
they’re young guys, how to do it, too.”

DaNiel sMitH/tHe HOYa

Sophomore forward Isaac Copeland scored at least 17 points in three Big East games last season, including 17 in a win over Villanova.
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Sophomore guard L.J. Peak added several 
stamps to his passport this summer. Coming 
off a strong freshman season in which he was 
featured in the starting lineup from start to fin-
ish — a rarity for a freshman under Head Coach 
John Thompson III — Peak was named to the 
Team USA U-19 team. Between that and George-
town’s summer trip to Italy to play against in-
ternational competition, Peak had a basketball 
in his hands for most of the offseason.

Peak helped the U-19 team to a perfect 7-0 
record at the 2015 FIBA U19 World Cham-
pionship, held in Heraklion, Greece. Peak, 
who averaged 7.9 points and 2.3 rebounds 
per game for Georgetown last season, start-
ed two games in Greece and averaged 3.6 
points and 1.1 rebounds per game.

The team featured the United States’ top 
young talent, with most of the players either 
entering their senior year of high school or 
their freshman year of college. This provided 
Peak with the opportunity to take on a leader-
ship role on the team. Peak’s teammates includ-
ed Jayson Tatum, the No. 2 overall recruit in the 
Class of 2016 according to ESPN, and Harry 
Giles, the No. 1-ranked recruit on the same list, 
both of whom are committed to Duke.

Peak hopes to use what he learned to help 
senior guard D’Vauntes Smith-Rivera and 
senior center Bradley Hayes, Georgetown’s 
co-captains, lead the team this season.

“I was on the team with a bunch of young 
guys, so I just learned how to be more of a 
leader and just bring it back to George-
town and help D’Vauntes and 
Bradley, be more of a leader 
and just lead by experi-
ence,” Peak said.

After losing defen-
sive stalwart and team 
leader  guard Jabril 
Trawick — as well 
as center Joshua 
Smith and forwards 
Mikael Hopkins 
and Aaron Bowen 
— the team will 
need a new infu-
sion of leader-
ship as it looks 
to build upon 
a 2014-15 
season that 
ended in a 
Round of 
32 loss in 
the NCAA 
t o u r n a -
ment. Peak, 
along with 
his fellow 

sophomore teammates including forward 
Isaac Copeland, guard Tre Campbell and for-
ward Paul White, will be called upon to lead 
a team that now features only three seniors in 
Smith-Rivera, Hayes and guard Riyan Wiliams. 

 “It feels different a little bit because now 
I’m a leader and I’m looked up to by the 
younger guys, and I have to come ready to 
play every time,” Peak said.

In addition to improving as a leader with 
the national team, Peak also improved on 
the court. As a freshman, Peak shot 39.4 per-
cent from the field and 24.6 percent from 
three-point range. During his time with the 
national team in Greece, Peak displayed an 
improved shot, recording a 41.2 shooting per-
centage from the field. 

“I’ve really been working on my dribbling 
and my shooting, and I think it’s getting a 
lot better,” Peak said.

If Peak can extend his shooting range and 
become more of a versatile scorer, he could 
quickly become Georgetown’s second-best 
scoring option behind Smith-Rivera. After 
scoring a career-high 23 points in last year’s 
season opener against St. Francis (Brooklyn), 
Peak levelled off as the season went on and 
teams adjusted to him defensively, keeping 
him from driving into the paint. 

Thompson noted that Peak’s experience 
playing with Team USA will likely improve his 
performance in the Hoyas’ 2015-16 campaign.

“I think it helped,” Thompson said. “Repre-
senting your country is obviously something 
that’s unique and special. I thought it was 
good for him just to go against the guys he 
played against in practice every day, and the 
guys he played with. Overall it was terrific.” 

Peak’s teammates are taking note of his 
improved play as well. 

“L.J. has gotten a lot better. He’s gotten a lot 
faster, gotten a lot stronger, and he’s gotten 
a lot smarter with the game as well,” Hayes 
said. “His three-point range is a lot better, he’s 
not just someone who can go to the hole and 
lay it up. He’s going to be good.” 

“Defensively, he’s gotten a lot better as 
well,” Smith-Rivera added.

Thompson has also noticed a jump in 
Peak’s game. 

“I think he’s starting to really take pride 
in his defense and have fun with defense, as 
opposed to just being naturally good at it,” 
Thompson said. “But I think the biggest thing 

with all the sophomores is the understand-
ing of how we’re going about things; 

that has been a huge jump.”
Much will be expected from 
the sophomore class this year, 

with two or three sophomores 
potentially slated to be in the 
starting lineup for the Hoyas’ 
season opener at home 
against Radford on Nov. 14. 
After his time with the na-
tional team, Peak seems 
ready to become a go-to op-
tion and a leader who can 
carry the team deeper 
into the NCAA tourna-

ment than it has gone 
in recent years. 

“I don’t have many 
personal goals but 
as far as my team, 
just being a win-
ner, winning the 
championship, Big 
East, and hopefully 

the national champi-
onship,” Peak said.

peak learns from team usa experience
The sophomore played for the U-19 National Team in Greece this summer

DaNiel sMitH/tHe HOYa
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sMitH-RiveRa RetURns foR final season
After surprising many by declaring for the NBA Draft, the Hoyas’ leading scorer in 
each of the last two seasons changed his mind and came back for his senior year
tOM sCHNOOr   Hoya Staff Writer
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The rumor broke just before lunch-
time on March 31.

“Hearing not-so-great things 
about D’Vauntes Smith-Rivera 

being back at Georgetown next season,” 
Casual Hoya, a popular SB Nation site, 
tweeted. “Hopefully wrong.”

The first user to respond gave voice to 
the feelings of more than a few George-
town fans.

“Is this an April Fool’s joke?” @Gyra-
tionMaster asked on Twitter. “I genuinely 
hope so.”

It was not a joke, and a few hours later 
it was official. 

“Junior D’Vauntes Smith-Rivera to Sub-
mit for NBA Draft,” read the press release 
released by the Georgetown University 
Athletics Department. 

Just like that, the team’s leading scorer 
in each of the last two seasons was gone.

seCOND tHOUGHts

A player leaving early for the NBA is 
not a new phenomenon at Georgetown. 
Just two years prior to Smith-Rivera’s dec-
laration, Otto Porter Jr. made the jump 
after a breakout sophomore campaign 
earned him the Big East Player of the Year 
award. His decision was not a surprise. 
Although the Hoyas were disappointed 
in the NCAA tournament, Porter’s stock 
was as high as it was ever likely to get. 
The Washington Wizards validated it 
on draft night when they made him the 
third overall pick and signed him to a 

four-year, $19 million contract.
Smith-Rivera’s case was different. 

There were no sure riches awaiting him 
at the professional level. At the time of 
the announcement, ESPN NBA draft ex-
pert Chad Ford did not list the junior on 
his “Big Board” of the top 100 players in 
the draft. 

“Fringe prospect,” DraftExpress.com’s 
Jonathan Givony tweeted. 

No one disputed that Smith-Rivera is a 
great basketball player. He had averaged 
more than 16 points per game and shot 
better than 38 percent from behind the 
arc in each of the previous two seasons. In 
addition, his announced departure came 
less than two weeks after he led his team 
to the Round of 32 in the NCAA tourna-
ment. But talent evaluators had doubts 
about how the 6-foot-3-inch guard’s skills 
would translate to the next level.

An October 2014 scouting report from 
DraftExpress.com noted that Smith-Rive-
ra had the skill set of a shooting guard 
but the size of a point guard. The report 
also questioned whether the Indianap-
olis native could defend the speed and 
quickness of guards in the NBA. 

The analytics did not bode well for 
Smith-Rivera either. Kenpom.com, the 
leading advanced stats website in college 
basketball, features a tool that match-
es players with their most statistically 
similar peers. Smith-Rivera’s junior sea-
son most closely aligned with four play-
ers; only one of these players, former 
Connecticut guard Shabazz Napier, was 

drafted and played in the NBA. The other 
three, Gonzaga’s Matt Bouldin, Wiscon-
sin’s Trévon Hughes and North Carolina 
State’s Trevor Lacey, currently play in 
South Korea, France and Italy, respec-
tively. All, like Smith-Rivera, boasted im-
pressive college resumes, yet none could 
translate his game to the NBA level. 

A week after his original announce-
ment, however, Smith-Rivera rendered 
the debate about his professional pros-
pects pointless, at least for another 12 
months.

“1 More Go Around!” Smith-Rivera 
posted to his Instagram account April 
7, along with a photo of himself in a 
gray Georgetown uniform. The athlet-
ics department did not release a state-
ment, but the story was soon confirmed: 
Smith-Rivera would return for his senior 
season in 2015-16.

In Smith-Rivera’s eyes, the decision 
about his future was not necessarily a 
basketball decision.

“Over time I had thought about some 
things, like finishing school,” Smith-Rive-
ra said. “I’ve come this far — to not fin-
ish would be disappointing to my family 
more than anything. I’m a first genera-
tion for my family to go to college and 
I’ll be the first to graduate, so that was a 
major factor.”

Opponents in the Big East can testify 
to the competitiveness and confidence of 
Smith-Rivera, so it should come as little 
surprise that the guard said doubts about 
his ability factored little into his decision.

“I got some feedback, but I wasn’t de-
clared long enough to even really get 
opinions on where I would pan out,” 
Smith-Rivera said. “Offensively, I think 
I’m more than ready. I can score the ball 
in different ways, can make plays for my 
teammates, can defend the ball. There’s a 
lot of things that I think can translate.”

Head Coach John Thompson III has a 
slightly different recollection.

“A lot of the pro guys are telling him, 
‘It might be in your best interests to put 
that on hold for another year,’” Thomp-

File PHOtO: JUlia HeNNrikUs/tHe HOYa

Senior guard D’Vauntes Smith-Rivera was Georgetown’s leading scorer in 2014-15.

Offensively , I think I’m 
more than ready. I can 

score the ball in different ways, 
can make plays for my teammates, 
can defend the ball. There’s a lot 
of things that I think 
can translate.

““ ““

-Senior Guard D’Vauntes Smith-Rivera 
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son said. “I’m not going to sit here and 
say it was an easy decision, but it wasn’t 
necessarily a hard decision either.” 

tHe UNqUestiONeD leaDer

Regardless of the reason for his return, 
Smith-Rivera’s decision had an immedi-
ate impact on the expectations for this 
year’s Georgetown team. The day after 
Duke claimed the national champion-
ship, CBS Sports released an early rank-
ing of the top 26 teams for the 2015-16 
season that did not include Georgetown. 
One week later, after it became clear 
Smith-Rivera would be back, Georgetown 
appeared at No. 17 in a revised version of 
the rankings.

The Hoyas without Smith-Rivera would 
have had exciting potential with a lack 
of clear leadership. Sophomore forwards 
Isaac Copeland and Paul White and soph-
omore guards L.J. Peak and Tre Campbell 
each played a major role in at least a few 
wins last season, and this year’s fresh-
men also appear capable of making an 
immediate impact. Yet neither senior 
center and co-captain Bradley Hayes nor 
junior forward Reggie Cameron — the 
only two other upperclassmen on schol-
arship — averaged more than two points 
per game last season.

Now that Smith-Rivera is back, he will 
take a leadership role on the team. The 
senior, who will serve as a co-captain of 
the team for the second consecutive sea-
son, has shown he can make big plays on 
both ends of the court. Last year, he hit 
a go-ahead jump shot in the waning sec-
onds of an overtime victory over No. 18 
Florida and came up with a crafty steal 
in the final moments of a road win over 
No. 21 Butler. 

The universal respect that Smith-Rive-
ra receives from his younger teammates 
testifies to his importance to the team.

“He’s like a coach on the court and off 
the court,” Peak said.

“He brings the experience, the leader-
ship, just the poise, you know, him han-
dling the ball,” White said. “He’s been in 
big games and big situations. He knows 
what to do. So that leadership is going to 
trickle down to the rest of the team.”

wOrk tO Be DONe

Although only a quarter of Smith-Rive-
ra’s college career remains, some of his 
legacy has yet to be written. The senior 
scored a total of 1,386 points in his first 
three seasons on the Hilltop, good for 
19th on the school’s all-time scoring list. 
That number places Smith-Rivera one 
spot ahead of Chris Wright, the predeces-
sor to Smith-Rivera’s predecessor, Markel 
Starks, at point guard.

Once the season starts, Smith-Rivera 
will likely surpass several of the names 
ahead of him on the list. He will pass 

Roy Hibbert (COL ’08), who ranks 16th 
on the list, and Allen Iverson, who ranks 
14th, by Christmas if he scores at a pace 
similar to his pace from the last two 
years. 

The milestone of 2,000 points is a gold-
en number in college basketball, and it 
is one that carries some extra weight at 
Georgetown, where only Alonzo Mourn-
ing (COL ’92), Reggie Williams (CAS ’87), 
Patrick Ewing (CAS ’85) and Eric “Sleepy” 
Floyd (CAS ’82) have surpassed the mark. 
With a strong performance this season, 
Smith-Rivera could add his name to that 
rarified bunch. 

The Hoyas are scheduled to play 30 
regular-season games this year; if the 
team can put together a run to the Big 
East tournament final and a trip to the 
Sweet 16, Smith-Rivera would have to 
average just over 17 points per game 
to reach 2,000. He scored 17.6 points 
per game his sophomore year and 16.3 
points per game last season.Yet individu-
al records go only so far. If Smith-Rivera 
wants to go down as one of the all-time 
Georgetown greats, he will have to do 
more than score points. Austin Freeman 
(COL ’11) ranks seventh on the school’s 
all-time scoring list, but many would 
prefer the career of Jonathan Wallace 
(COL ’08), who ranks 23rd but played a 
critical role in the Hoyas’ run to the Fi-

nal Four in 2007.
Smith-Rivera knows more about post-

season disappointment than anyone 
else on the roster, and the fact that he 
has never played on the second weekend 
of the NCAA tournament is partially 
responsible for his presence on campus 
this year.

“It definitely factored into my decision 
to return,” Smith-Rivera said. “My fresh-
man year, we were top five in the coun-
try, expected to do great things.”

That season ended, of course, in a 
shocking Round of 64 upset at the hands 
of Florida Gulf Coast.

After receiving a bid to the National 
Invitation Tournament in Smith-Rive-
ra’s sophomore year, the Hoyas got back 
to the NCAA tournament last season, 
where they bowed out with an uncere-
monious loss to No. 5 seed Utah in the 
Round of 32.

“We did alright,” Smith-Rivera said of 
last year’s campaign. “Ended in the top 
25, but we had a handful of games that 
we lost by five or fewer points, so hope-
fully we can be better.”

With its combination of talent and 
leadership from Smith-Rivera, George-
town could position itself to make that 
hope a reality. “It’s his senior year and I 
know he wants to go out with a bang,” 
Campbell said. “So why not? Let’s do it.”
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Senior guard D’Vauntes Smith-Rivera has scored 1,386 points in three seasons.
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At the start of last season’s NCAA tour-
nament, many pundits predicted No. 13 
seed Eastern Washington would upset 
No. 4 seed Georgetown in the first round 
of March Madness. 

“You got Georgetown sitting in there, 
they’re dying to be upset based on the way 
they played in the Big East tournament,” 
analyst Doug Gottlieb said on CBS’s “Se-
lection Sunday,” which announced last 
year’s bracket March 15. 

Eastern Washington Head Coach Jim 
Hayford guaranteed his team would up-
set the higher-seeded Georgetown. 

“We’re going to win and talk again, Jim,” 
Hayford said on CBS Sports Radio’s “Jim 
Rome Show” prior to the game. 

Part of the reason that Eastern Washington 
generated so much chatter as an upset pick 
was that Georgetown has been susceptible 
to upsets in the past. Current NBA superstar 
Stephen Curry burst onto the national scene 
in 2008 by scoring 30 points in No. 10 seed 
Davidson’s upset of No. 2 seed Georgetown. In 
2013, No. 15 seed Florida Gulf Coast became 
only the seventh No. 15 seed to defeat a No. 2 
seed when it upset Georgetown. FGCU earned 
the nickname “Dunk City,” as it became a na-
tional sensation on its way to the Sweet 16. 

However, last year, Georgetown silenced its 
critics by defeating Eastern Washington 84-74. 
Although the Hoyas lost to No. 5 seed Utah in 
the next round, Georgetown was finally able 

to avoid the upset bug in last year’s tourna-
ment for the first time since it lost to No. 1 seed 
Ohio State in the 2007 Final Four, having lost 
to No. 10 Davidson, No. 14 Ohio, No. 11 VCU, 
No. 11 North Carolina State and No. 15 FGCU 
in that span. As the Hoyas finally managed to 
avoid an early upset in last year’s tournament, 
it is an appropriate time to analyze the statis-
tical probability of NCAA tournament upsets. 

The first step in this process is to deter-
mine what exactly constitutes an upset. 
For the sake of simplicity, any game that 
includes a team that is at least three seeds 
higher than its opponent would be deemed 
a potential upset. A No. 3 seed versus a No. 6 
seed would be considered a possible upset, 
but a No. 4 seed beating a No. 2 seed would 
not qualify. Over the past three years, 155 
games fit this criteria. The higher seed won 
72 percent of these matchups.

Analyst Ken Pomeroy’s website kenpom.
com compares teams on an objective scale, 
using series of statistics, including points 
scored and allowed per possession, strength 
of schedule and the number of possessions 
a team is likely to have per game. This gives 
a numbers-based idea of how teams stack 
up without relying on the highly fallible eye 
test. Ratings began in the 2002 season, mak-
ing it a perfect tool for hindsight. 

Using a logistic model that picks the result of 
the game, the likelihood of an upset occurring 
can be calculated. The logistic model accurately 
predicted whether the underdog would win 
the game around 80 percent of the time. 

According to the model, Georgetown was 

expected to beat Eastern Washington 92.99 
percent of the time. Fortunately for the 
Hoyas, the outcome that played out on the 
court fell in the 92.99 percent.

That was not the case in 2013 or 2010. 
According to the model, Georgetown had 
a 93.06 percent chance of beating FGCU 
before suffering a shocking upset. In ad-
dition, No. 3 seed Georgetown had a 92.15 
percent chance of beating No. 14 seed Ohio 
in 2010, but lost 97-83. However, accord-
ing to the model, the Curry-led Davidson 
team was an underdog in terms of seeding 
only, as the Hoyas had only a 20.48 percent 
chance of defeating the Wildcats.

The influence, or lack thereof, of pace 
of play will interest critics of Georgetown’s 
Princeton-style offense. As it turns out, the 
tempo of a game had little impact on the 
outcome. Even a side-by-side comparison of 
teams that won or lost and their respective 
tempos revealed a minimal difference be-
tween the two groups. Thus, it probably is 
not fair to blame upset losses on the Princ-
eton offense’s tempo. In any event, Head 
Coach John Thompson III believes that this 
year’s team can play at different paces.

“I think we can be a fast, smaller team, I 
think we can jump. If we have to, I think we 
can win different ways,” Thompson said.

Anything can happen in the Big Dance, 
and no amount of predictive modeling can 
decide the outcome of a game ahead of time. 
However, models like the one used above in-
dicate that despite past history, Georgetown 
is likely to avoid upsets in the future.

ncaa toURnaMent Upsets ReMain Unlikely
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Head Coach John Thompson III led Georgetown to the Final Four in 2007, but the Hoyas have not reached the Sweet 16 since that year. 

Georgetown has suffered surprising upsets, but they were likely  statistical outliers
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3. bUtleR
Butler returns the most important members from the team that sur-
prised many last year by reaching the NCAA Tournament and taking 
No. 3 seed Notre Dame to overtime in the Round of 32. Senior guard 
Kellen Dunham and senior forward Roosevelt Jones are All-Big East-cal-
iber players who can light up a scoreboard, and junior guard Trey 
Lewis is a transfer from North Carolina State who was a McDonald’s 
All-American in high school. For the ever-overachieving Bulldogs, it will 
be a disappointment to finish worse than fourth in the conference.

After enduring yet another year of mediocrity, DePaul fired 
Head Coach Oliver Purnell and brought back Dave Leitao, 
who led the Blue Demons to their last NCAA Tournament 
in 2004. The hiring decision was puzzling, but Leitao has 
enough talent to surprise some in the league with junior 
guard Billy Garrett Jr., senior forward Myke Henry and junior 
center Tommy Hamilton IV, all double-digit scorers last 
season.

Junior guard Kris Dunn will be a one-man show in Provi-
dence this year. Finally healthy, Dunn exploded to average 
15.6 points, 7.5 assists and 5.5 rebounds per game last year 
and could very well be the National Player of the Year this 
season. It remains to be seen if Dunn has the talent around 
him to take the Friars to their third consecutive NCAA Tour-
nament.

Although St. John’s lost nearly the entirety of last year’s team 
that qualified for the school’s first NCAA Tournament in 
five seasons, there is an excited buzz around the Red Storm 
this fall because Hall of Famer and St. John’s legend Chris 
Mullin has returned to Queens to coach his alma mater. 
Mullin made ripples on the recruiting front, but it is tough 
to envision the Red Storm finishing much better than eighth 
or ninth in the Big East.

After finishing tied for second place in the Big East last 
season, Georgetown returns several key players. Senior guard 
D’Vauntes Smith-Rivera, who has averaged at least 16 points 
per game in each of the last two seasons, will return to lead 
the Hoyas. Smith-Rivera, a First Team All-Big East selection 
last year, will be joined by sophomores Isaac Copeland, L.J. 
Peak and Paul White, each of whom scored at least 5 points 
per game last season. 

Many were surprised Head Coach Kevin Willard retained his 
job after Seton Hall squandered a promising start and fell 
into dysfunction and a sixth-place finish last season. The 
team now belongs to sophomore guard Isaiah Whitehead, 
a highly touted recruit out of high school who struggled at 
times last year, and sophomore forward Angel Delgado, last 
season’s Big East Rookie of the Year.

A three-time victor over Georgetown last year, Xavier will 
look to build on the Big East’s lone Sweet 16 appearance in 
the past two seasons. Gone is goggle-wearing center Matt 
Stainbrook, but sophomore guard Trevon Blueitt averaged 
11 points per game as a freshman last season, and junior 
forward Jalen Reynolds is one of the strongest players in the 
conference. Expect at least a fourth-place finish out of the 
Musketeers.

Creighton struggled to adjust to the post-Doug McDermott 
era last season, stumbling to a 14-19 (4-14 Big East) finish. Un-
fortunately for the Bluejay faithful, which consistently packs 
the CenturyLink Center in Omaha, the outlook is not much 
better this year. Junior guard Mo Watson Jr. could be a bright 
spot; the Boston University transfer averaged 13.3 points per 
game as a sophomore for the Terriers two years ago.

Head Coach Steve Wojciechowski had a largely forgettable first 
year in Milwaukee, with his team finishing at the bottom of the 
Big East standings. The Golden Eagles will hope to make some 
memories this year with arguably the most talented frontcourt 
in a league largely devoid of quality big men. Junior center Luke 
Fischer, who averaged 11 points and 4.8 rebounds per game last 
year, will be joined by freshman forward Henry Ellenson, who is 
expected by many to go in the lottery of next June’s NBA Draft.

Villanova won the last two Big East regular season titles — with 
a combined record of 32-4 in the conference during that span 
— and is widely expected to continue its dominant run this 
year. Undersized in the frontcourt, the Wildcats will rely heav-
ily on a few talented guards. Senior guard and reigning co-Big 
East Player of the Year Ryan Arcidiacono will be joined in the 
backcourt by freshman Jalen Brunson, a McDonald’s All-Ameri-
can, and junior Josh Hart, the team’s leading returning scorer. 

1. villanova

Men’s big east pRevieW

6. MaRqUette

2. geoRgetoWn 7. seton Hall

8. DepaUl

4. XavieR 9. cReigHton

5. pRoviDence 10. st. JoHn’s

tOM sCHNOOr
Hoya Staff Writer
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inconsistency plagueD Hoyas in a  fRUstRating 2014-15 campaign
An unfamiliar head coach and a lack of leadership on the court combined to create a 
particularly  challenging set of obstacles for Georgetown throughout last season

MOllY O’CONNell
Hoya Staff Writer

Every time members of the Georgetown 
women’s basketball team stepped onto the 
court last season, they battled far more than 
just the opposing team. Obstacles past and pres-
ent combined, resulting in a 4-27 record for the 
Hoyas and a last-place finish in the Big East. 

The Hoyas were playing under their third 
head coach in three seasons, Natasha Adair. 
For the third consecutive season, they had to 
start from scratch. For the third consecutive 
season, they faced an entirely new set of stan-
dards and systems of play. And for the third 
consecutive season, they had to put their 
trust in a new leader and have faith that lead-
er would be someone who deserved it.

“In this process of coaching, you don’t gain 
trust overnight. And for a group — they’ve 
gone through a lot. … And so to come in and 
say, ‘I’m the one’ for a crew — they’ve heard 
that before. It just wasn’t going to happen 
overnight,” Adair said. “We had to grow and 
trust throughout the year while building 
relationships, while coaching, while they’re 

trying to figure me out as well. So you’ve got 
to imagine how hard that was for them.” 

In addition to the absence of familiar 
leadership on the sideline, Georgetown also 
lacked experienced leadership on the court. 
There was not a single senior on the Hoyas’ 
roster last year and, of the team’s five juniors, 
only two averaged more than 20 minutes per 
game during their sophomore seasons. 

“I blame myself, and a lot of my teammates, 
my class at least. We didn’t step up at the times 
we needed to. I think in those situations the 
leadership needed to be a little more,” senior 
guard Katie McCormick said. “We didn’t have 
as much leadership as we should have.”

The absence of experienced leaders re-
quired returning players to transition into 
unfamiliar roles. The most prominent ex-
ample was senior forward Dominique Vi-
talis. During her freshman and sophomore 
seasons, Vitalis was a role player, averaging 
only 10 minutes and three points per game. 

In her junior season, Vitalis became an 
integral part of the team. Vitalis went from 
not starting a single game during her sopho-
more season to starting all 31 games for the 

Hoyas last season. Her playing time increased 
significantly and she managed to triple her 
offensive production. Vitalis averaged 24.8 
minutes and 9.1 points per game. 

“Even with juniors [on the roster], we were 
young in experience,” Adair said. “[Vitalis] had 
the best year of her career and she doubled 
minutes total, she doubled points total. So it 
was still new to everyone. They used to have for-
mer players who would take those shots.”

The Hoyas also relied heavily on their fresh-
man class. Georgetown consistently started two 
freshmen, one of whom was guard DiDi Bur-
ton, who was tasked with leading the team’s 
offense from the point guard position. 

“She came in as a freshman and she was 
given a big position as the point guard; 
you take a lot of responsibility as the point 
guard,” Vitalis said of Burton.

Burton started 24 of the Hoyas’ 31 games 
last season. She led the team in assists with 96 
and was second in steals with 37. However, Bur-
ton also turned the ball over 73 times, the sec-
ond-highest number of turnovers committed by 
anyone on the team and an example of the inex-
perience that plagued Georgetown last season.

Another freshman who immediately be-
came an essential component of the Hoyas’ 
roster was guard Dorothy Adomako. Named 
Preseason Big East Freshman of the Year, Ado-
mako was one of only two Hoyas to earn con-
ference preseason honors last year. 

Adomako started every game last season 
and led the team in both scoring and rebound-
ing, averaging 13.1 points and 6.8 rebounds 
per game. Adomako was the leading scorer in 
11 of the Hoyas’ 31 games and the leading re-
bounder in 10 of them. In seven games, she led 
Georgetown in both of those categories. 

In a season without much to celebrate, 
Adomako was a bright spot for Georgetown, 
receiving the Big East Freshman of the Week 
title on five occasions and the Big East Fresh-
man of the Year award at the conclusion of 
the regular season. In addition, Adomako 
was a unanimous Preseason All-Big East se-
lection going into this season. 

“We’re excited that they respect [Adoma-
ko] in the league and the coaches do, but the 
team wants to hold up the trophy,” Adair said. 
“And so it’s a team deal, so she doesn’t say 
much about those personal accolades. And 
we’re proud of her, we don’t want to diminish 
them, but the bigger goal is for the group.” 

Despite Adomako’s status as one of the 
best players in the conference, her individ-
ual performance could not negate all the 
other challenges confronting the team. 

Of Georgetown’s four wins last season, 
two were against nonconference opponents. 
In November, Georgetown beat Maryland 

 File PHOtO: Claire sOissON/tHe HOYa

Senior guard Katie McCormick scored 7.9 points per game last season.
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inconsistency plagueD Hoyas in a  fRUstRating 2014-15 campaign

Eastern Shore in its first game of the year by 
a 13-point margin and then defeated Loyola 
in a 27-point rout five days later. 

Following the victory over Loyola, George-
town did not win another game until early 
January — a drought spanning nearly two 
months — when it beat Big East rival Mar-
quette in the team’s second conference game 
of the season. Georgetown managed to win 
only one other game in regular season con-
ference play, defeating Providence by seven 
points a week after the win over Marquette.

That win against Providence would be the 
Hoyas’ last. Georgetown lost 15 straight games 
to close out the season and finished Big East play 
with a 2-16 record — the worst in the conference.  

However, Georgetown did not lack opportu-
nities to win games. The team’s 15-game los-
ing streak included seven games in which the 
opponent’s margin of victory was less than 10. 
The Hoyas struggled to close out games down 
the stretch, frequently finding that they had a 
chance to win in the final minutes of play but 
were unable to get necessary scores or defen-
sive stops to finish the game on top. 

“Teams either talk about how they need 
to learn how to be good starters or good fin-
ishers, and we need to be better finishers,” 
senior guard/forward Logan Battle said. 
“Just to be able to not give up, to keep finish-
ing, one last [play] at the end of a game. And 
we didn’t really have that last year.” 

Vitalis echoed Battle’s comments, citing 
inconsistency as one of the issues plagu-
ing the team last season. 

“We would start a game great, be right in 

it up until the end, and then we have to be 
the same team all throughout. We have to 
get the same stops from the beginning to the 
end and just finish it all the way through. So 
I just think consistency all the way through 
the game is what kind of limited us from re-
ally finishing those games,” Vitalis said. 

The Hoyas’ inconsistency and inability to 
finish games down the stretch showed in an 
overtime loss to Big East rival Seton Hall. A pow-
erhouse in the Big East last year, the Pirates fin-
ished the regular season with a league-best 15-3 
record. Seton Hall was 
the runner-up in the 
postseason confer-
ence tournament, fall-
ing to DePaul in the fi-
nal, and also qualified 
for the NCAA tourna-
ment as a No. 9 seed. 

The Pirates visited 
McDonough Are-
na in late January 
for the first of two 
scheduled match-
ups with the Hoyas. 
Entering the game, 
Seton Hall was 18-2 
and 7-1 in the Big 
East. Georgetown 
was 4-16 and 2-6 in 
conference play. 

The Hoyas led by as many as 12 points in 
the first half and entered the locker room at 
the break with a nine-point lead. Georgetown 
continued to lead for much of the second half 

as well, but the Pirates battled back, tying the 
game with 19 seconds left to play. 

Adair called a timeout with 12 seconds 
remaining on the clock and drew up a play 
designed to give McCormick a chance to take 
a shot to win the game. McCormick took a 
three-pointer as time expired that missed the 
mark, sending the game into overtime. 

“I would draw the same play and I 
would put the ball in Katie’s hands again. 
I wouldn’t change a thing,” Adair said. “She 
beats herself up. … Katie is the ultimate com-
petitor and she has probably watched that 
game a million times, but like I told her, ‘I 
can’t wait to play them again, I can’t wait to 
put the ball in your hands again.’” 

In overtime, Seton Hall dominated, putting 
up 17 points and allowing the Hoyas to score 
only three. The five-minute period ended with 
the Pirates leading 99-85. It was a disappointing 
result for Georgetown in what was one of the 
most memorable games of the season. 

“We played well in that game. I thought we ex-
ecuted, I thought we had some pushback. Even 
[Anthony Bozzella], the coach, after the game he 
said, ‘Coach, I don’t want to see you guys again.’ 
And it was just out of respect, but every game, in 
my opinion, was like that. Every game was just 
that little bit of oomph and just who’s going to 
get us over the hump,” Adair said. 

This season, many of the obstacles that 
held Georgetown back last year are now 
strengths. Last season’s lack of senior lead-
ership means that this season the Hoyas do 
not have to worry about filling voids left by 
graduation. Last year’s heavy reliance on 
freshmen means that this season the Hoyas 
have an experienced sophomore class that 
is better integrated into the team. 

“Everything was new last season,” Vitalis 
said. “We had a new coach, we had new people 
coming in, and we had to get acquainted. So 
this year, we’re comfortable with each other. 

… We got a chance to 
bond, and so now we 
feel more connected 
as a family.” 

Perhaps most im-
portantly, the Hoyas 
hope to be stronger 
because of continuity 
in the coaching staff.

“Having stability, 
it’s great. I know 
I’m going to have 
Coach ‘A’ walking 
every day into prac-
tice and just to feel 
like she’s got me, we 
have the same thing 
going every day and 
that’s a good thing,” 
McCormick said. 

Georgetown will put these strengths 
to the test for the first time against Mary-
land Eastern Shore on Nov. 13. Tipoff is 
set for 6 p.m. 

File PHOtO: staNleY Dai/tHe HOYa

Senior forward Dominique Vitalis was one of Georgetown’s top scorers in 2014-15.

Teams either talk about 
how they need to learn 
how to be good starters 

or good finishers ... just to be able 
to not give up, to keep finishing, 
one last [play] at the end 
of the game.

““ ““

-Senior Guard/Forward Logan Battle 
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adair focuses on adjustments in 2nd year
The coach hopes to finally  bring stability to a program that has recently endured turmoil

MattHew MOrrOw
Special to The Hoya

After back-to-back losing seasons under 
former Head Coaches Keith Brown and Jim 
Lewis, the Georgetown women’s basketball 
team looked to find a long-term solution to 
fill its coaching void. Enter former Hoyas 
Assistant Coach Natasha Adair. 

Georgetown hired Adair from the Col-
lege of Charleston as the ninth head 
coach of the Georgetown women’s basket-
ball program. As a team with no seniors, 
the Hoyas struggled after Adair’s return to 
the Hilltop. After winning two of its first 
three games, the team only managed two 
more wins over the rest of the season, end-
ing with a 4-27 overall record and a 2-16 
conference record, last in the Big East. 

“Just adjusting to a new system. That’s 
the hardest thing you can ask any team to 
do, especially when it is a lot of upperclass-
men,” senior forward Logan Battle said. 
“You’re adjusting to the way a coach plays 
people, the way a coach does different set-
ups, stuff like that. Definitely the coaching 
system itself is the hardest to get used to.” 

Adair said she has pinpointed the issues 
that contributed to a poor first year and 
is looking to make the necessary adjust-
ments this upcoming season. She describes 
discipline as the main issue that plagued 
the team last season and something the 
Hoyas are most focused on improving. 

“The thing we talk about is just disci-
pline,” Adair said. “That’s kind of our word. 
... It’s just more about discipline in every 

area. You know, the offensive efficiency, 
the defensive accountability. We just want 
to be the team that’s disciplined.”

On defense, the Hoyas allowed 73.4 points 
per game, which ranked them 22nd worst 
in the nation among 343 Division I teams. 

“I felt like our Achilles heel was … just 
getting that defensive stop when we need-
ed it.” Adair said. “If you come in practice 
right now, probably over half of practice 
is defense. We want to be that team in the 
league that keeps the opponent under 
their average. We want to be that team that 
really takes pride in defense.”

On the offensive end, the Hoyas fared 
better. The offense averaged 63.2 points 
per game, which was around the national 
average. Although Georgetown put points 
on the board last season, Adair still feels 
that adjustments must be made. 

According to Adair, last year’s offense 
was more set-driven. This year, the team 
will use a motion system designed to keep 
the offense moving.

“It’s more of a motion [offense],” Adair 
said. “This will just keep the movement of 
the offense going, and it will actually keep 
the defense kind of on-guard.” 

Adair is also focused on pushing her 
players both on and off the court.

“She’s not taking a break, we just grind 
every day,” senior forward Ki-Ke Rafiu 
said. “She’s a grinder, and she wants peo-
ple that grind on her team. But she’s great 
— she doesn’t want us to take a break in 
class, just keep pushing hard on the court 
and just keep grinding and pushing hard.” 

The team’s biggest advantage this season is 
experience. Last year’s team did not have any 
seniors on the roster. This year’s roster, how-
ever, includes five seniors, four juniors and 
three sophomores. The Hoyas will return all 
of their primary starters from last season. 

With no players graduating and a re-
turning coach, the team may gain some-
thing it lost a few seasons ago: stability. 
When Terri Williams-Flournoy left as 
head coach of the women’s team in 2012, 
the Hoyas lost that stability, and in the 
past three seasons, it has shown. 

According to Adair, the key to future suc-
cess is not to dwell on the past, but rather 
to look at the positives in the future. 

“I think there are so many positives in 
front of us, and with even this senior class 
and how we are going to transition out-
ward for them,” Adair said. “I want to send 
my seniors out on a winning note, whatev-
er that is. I don’t want to put a number on 
it. But I want them to leave here as winners 
… and even more excited to come back.”

I felt l ike our Achil les 
heel was ... just getting 
that defensive 

stop when we needed it.
““ ““

-Head Coach Natasha Adair

isaBel BiNaMira/tHe HOYa

Head Coach Natasha Adair enters her second season after becoming Georgetown’s fourth head coach in four seasons last year.
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isaBelle PerCiBalli
Special to The Hoya

Last season, lacking the presence of se-
niors and with the addition of a freshman 
class of five players, the Georgetown wom-
en’s basketball team was one of the young-
est in the Big East. The team struggled, 
posting a 4-27 record. This year, much of 
the same roster returns, and the team will 
add several new faces as well.

The new faces — graduate student guard 
Jasmine Jackson, junior guard Mykia Jones, 
freshman center Jodi-Marie Ramil and 
freshman guard Dionna White — will look 
to help the Hoyas improve this season. 

This year, the freshman class is relative-
ly small, with only Ramil and White join-
ing the Hoyas from the high school ranks. 
These two additions have already garnered 
significant attention and will add youth to 
a roster with a great deal of experience. 

Ramil, a center from 
Binghamton, N.Y., stands 
at 6-foot-2. She is currently 
one of just two centers list-
ed on the roster alongside 
sophomore Yazmine Belk. 
As a senior in high school, 
Ramil earned a spot in 
the Basketball Coaches 
Association of New York 
State Top Ten. When the 
Hoyas travelled to Europe 
over the summer to play 
against three profession-
al teams, Ramil shined 
against SMUC-Marseille in 
Marseille, France, contrib-
uting 13 points in a 105-51 
triumph. 

Dionna White, a 5-foot-7-inch guard 
out of Baltimore, has already impressed 
Head Coach Natasha Adair, who was 
quick to praise her mentality and ability 
on the court. 

“Dionna is a player. She is a baller,” 
Adair said. “When she steps on that floor 
she has ice in her veins.”  

Entering the season as the No. 22 ranked 
guard recruit in the Class of 2015 accord-
ing to ESPN, White made an immediate im-
pact with her performances on the team’s 
trip to Europe. She put up 11 points in the 
win over SMUC-Marseille and 16 points in a 
win over the AMW All-Stars in Paris. 

“When she steps on the court you don’t 
know she’s a freshman,” Adair said. “I ex-
pect big things from her.” 

Although she aims for high grades in 
school, the freshman emphasizes the team’s 
goals over her own success on the court. 

“School-wise, I would like to get a 3.0 
[GPA]. Basketball, I’d just like to help my 
team with whatever they need me to do,” 

White said. 
Jackson, who hails from Old Bridge, 

N.J., returns to the Hoyas as a graduate 
student. Jackson played at Georgetown 
from 2011-2013 before transferring to 
George Mason in her junior year. 

She came to the Hilltop as a highly regard-
ed recruit, having scored more than 1,800 
points in her time at Old Bridge High School 
in Matawan, N.J. At Georgetown, Jackson ap-
peared in seven games as a freshman, aver-
aging 2.0 points and 1.4 rebounds per game. 
She had a breakout season as a sophomore, 
a year that included a pair of 12-point games 
against Delaware and LaSalle and a career 
high 15-point game against Notre Dame.

At George Mason, Jackson redshirted her 
junior year in accordance with NCAA rules. 
In her senior year as a Patriot, she started in 
26 of her team’s 30 games with averages of 
9.6 points per game, 3.7 rebounds per game 
and a 33.2 percent shooting percentage 

from the field. For Jack-
son, leaving Georgetown 
to go to George Mason was 
never an easy decision.

“I thought about it, 
and then I was like, you 
know what, yeah, I do 
want to come back, just 
to finish what I started. 
Because I never want-
ed to really go to begin 
with. You know, George-
town has always been a 
place that I wanted to get 
my degree from,” Jack-
son said.

As a seasoned player, 
Jackson will bring both 
leadership and extensive 

experience to Georgetown. 
“And from the time [Jackson] stepped 

back on the floor, another voice, another 
leader in that locker room, where I just 
thought we were missing a little bit of 
that a year ago. Now we have that,” Adair 
said. 

 Though not eligible until next sea-
son, Jones, a transfer guard from Wake 
Forest, will also add another dimension 
to the roster. Another high school stand-
out, Jones started four games in her first 
season at Wake Forest. In her rookie 
campaign, she recorded an average of 
3.2 points and 1.4 rebounds per game 
and shot almost 30 percent from beyond 
the arc. As a sophomore, she started 10 
games, averaging 4.9 points per game, 
1.7 rebounds per game and a 32.1 per-
cent shooting percentage from the field. 
Jones’ ability to shoot from distance 
should give Georgetown an extra weapon 
and scoring threat once she can take the 
court. 

School-wise, I 
would l ike to get 
a 3.0 [GPA]. 

Basketball, I’d just l ike 
to help my team with 
whatever they 
need me to do.

““ ““
-Freshman guard Dionna White

gu adds 2 freshmen, 2 transfers to roster
Dionna White highlights a promising group of new additions to the Georgetown roster

ESPN ranked White as the No. 100 
prospect in the Class of 2015.

#11 Dionna white

Ramil scored 13 points in Georgetown’s 
win over SMUC-Marseille in France.

#44 Jodi-Marie ramil

Jackson spent two seasons at George 
Mason before returning to Georgetown.

#21 Jasmine Jackson

Jones, a transfer guard from Wake 
Forest, is ineligible to play this season. 

#4 Mykia Jones
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sOPHia POOle
Hoya Staff Writer

Graduate student guard Jasmine Jackson 
will return to Georgetown this season to 
finish her NCAA eligibility as a Hoya after 
transferring to George Mason at the end of 
her sophomore year.

After leaving Georgetown, Jackson trans-
ferred to GMU, where she redshirted her 
junior year due to transfer rules. However, 
Jackson saw playing time in 28 of George 
Mason’s 30 games — starting 26 of them 
— during her senior season, averaging 9.6 
points per game and 3.7 rebounds per 
game. While transferring is not uncom-
mon, both for athletes and nonathletes, 

Jackson’s move was much less routine. 
Coming full circle, Jackson will once again 
step on the court as a Hoya under the lead-
ership of Head Coach Natasha Adair.

Jackson left the Hoyas during a whirl-
wind of controversy following verbal 
abuse allegations against former Head 
Coach Keith Brown. Looking back, howev-
er, Jackson said the team dynamic caused 
her to seek a change.

“I guess, criticism, getting not necessar-
ily yelled at, but thinking I was getting 
yelled at and just not being able to listen,” 
Jackson said. “I had a hard time listening 
to my coaches. I can’t really explain it.” 

Despite the difficulty she faced playing 
for the Blue and Gray, Jackson is still un-

sure whether she made the right decision 
in leaving the team. 

“It’s not something that I really wanted to 
do, but that was in 2013, that was my 2013 
self, and that was much younger. I would say 
that I’ve matured a lot and I look at things 
differently now,” Jackson said. “So, things 
that I thought were a big deal back in 2013, 
looking back on it, it wasn’t that serious.”

Jackson discovered after her transfer 
that the speed of play at GMU in the At-
lantic 10 conference was not the same as 
the intense nature of the Big East she had 
become accustomed to at Georgetown.

“It’s A-10,” Jackson said. “That’s not the 
same level. So again, it wasn’t as intense, 
it wasn’t as ‘go, go, go,’ and that was 
something that I wasn’t used to because I 
was used to screaming and the ‘get there’ 
and the hustle.” 

Jackson looks forward to returning to 
the Big East, although she recognizes it 
will not be the exact same level of play she 
left behind in 2013. 

“It’s not the same Big East, so it’s not as 
competitive as it was my freshman year 
because we had Notre Dame, we had all 
those powerhouse schools. And so now, 
the Big East is the Catholic Seven, so the 
competition is a little different, the tal-
ent is a little different,” Jackson said. “I 
think there is definitely more intensity 
than Mason. And more talent.”

Adair is excited to help Jackson as she 
returns to the Hoyas, and believes that her 
presence will be a positive addition to the 
team dynamic. She specifically noted that 
Jackson has taken on a role as a mentor 
for sophomore guard DiDi Burton.

“They were great overseas in how Jas-
mine’s able to give that experience to 
DiDi, and they just kind of gelled very 
well,” Adair said.

Adair believes that Jackson’s wide range 
of experiences can help her guide her 
new teammates in addition to providing 
a strong presence on the floor. 

“Another mind that I could see one 
day being a coach, because she just really 
knows the game, works extremely hard, 
and so the fact that once we sat down and 
we talked and I wanted to hear, you know, 
what are you trying to accomplish here, 
and this is what your role would be, it 
meshed,” Adair said.

Once the two discussed their goals for 
the upcoming season,  Jackson acknowl-
edged that Georgetown was where she be-
longed. Jackson explained that she never 
wanted to leave the Hilltop, and that she 
had always wanted to receive her degree 
from Georgetown.

“Once a Hoya always a Hoya, so I was 
never a Patriot, really,” Jackson said.  

File PHOtO: aleXaNDer BrOwN/tHe HOYa

Jackson averaged 4.2 points per game during her sophomore season in 2012-13.

Jackson Returns after two-year Hiatus
The guard transferred to George Mason after playing two seasons at Georgetown
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rafiu plays important role off the court
The senior has retired from playing due to injuries but still makes an impact on her team

isaBel BiNaMira/tHe HOYa

Senior forward Ki-Ke Rafiu played in 38 games over three seasons before retiring due to a series of persistent leg and knee injuries.

tYler Park
Hoya Staff Writer

Senior forward Ki-Ke Rafiu has faced a tu-
multuous career for the Georgetown women’s 
basketball team. 

In her freshman season, she played in 26 of 
31 games, scoring 36 points and grabbing 39 
rebounds. The Hoyas, led by current WNBA 
player Sugar Rodgers (COL ’13), won 15 games 
against a loaded schedule in the old Big East. 

However, prior to Rafiu’s sophomore season, 
then-Head Coach Keith Brown resigned amid 
allegations of verbal abuse. Jim Lewis took 
over as interim head coach and the Hoyas’ win 
total decreased to 11. Rafiu dealt with injuries 
to her knee and leg and only played in nine 
of her team’s 32 games, averaging only three 
minutes per game in those contests. 

Last season, Rafiu and her classmates played 
for Natasha Adair, their third head coach in 
three seasons. The team struggled to a 4-27 re-
cord, and Rafiu decided to retire from playing 
due to a series of nagging injuries. 

Despite her injuries, Rafiu has spent the past 
three summers combining sports and philan-
thropy in her home country of Nigeria. This 
past summer, Rafiu helped create “Girls Rise 
Up,” an organization for young girls. The pro-
gram, which provides shoes and a copy of a 
motivational book called “The Energy of Us” to 
each of its participants, encourages the nearly 
100 girls involved in the program to play sports. 

Rafiu said she hopes to help the girls find 
an appropriate balance between athletics and 

education. 
“It feels good. It makes me happy, because 

my philosophy is that I want to count my 
wealth according to the smiles I put on peo-
ple’s faces,” Rafiu said. “Seeing just a smile 
and how happy those kids are just makes me 
feel like the richest person in the world.”

Rafiu has also spent the past few years col-
lecting shoes, clothing and equipment for 
girls in Nigeria who enjoy athletics despite 
their lack of proper equipment. Her generos-
ity and selflessness has impressed her team-
mates and coaches, particularly Adair, who 
refers to her as “the mother hen of the group.”

“Her heart is so big, and you can see it 
in how she gives back and how she wants 
to help people in her area and her native 
country,” Adair said. “And just people local-
ly, that are less fortunate. She’s a giver. And 
so whether it’s collecting shoes, whether 
it’s running camps, she’s always there to 
help, and I really see the impact of that with 
our team and just how she’s put her arm 
around the whole group.”

Rafiu has also made an impact on her team-
mates, several of whom have helped her with 
her international projects. 

“[My teammates are] really getting in-
volved,” Rafiu said. “Next year we’re trying to 
do Nigeria and Haiti, so we’ve started that al-
ready so we can get ahead of the game. We’re 
really into it now, and my teammates are re-
ally helping me with the whole process, even 
if it’s advice or giving me ideas or how to go 
about stuff. My teammates are really right 

there with me.”
Rafiu also maintains a leadership role on 

the team during the season. She serves as an 
unofficial player-coach, frequently offering 
both strategic suggestions and support for her 
teammates and coaches. 

“It’s not uncommon for her to text me and 
just say, ‘Hey, Coach, I’m checking on you. 
How are you doing, are you having a good 
day?’ And I’m like, ‘Oh, wow! Ki-Ke!’ But that’s 
who she is, and you need that in that locker 
room,” Adair said. 

Rafiu and her fellow seniors have faced a dif-
ficult four years on the Hilltop. Still, Rafiu, fel-
low senior forwards Dominique Vitalis and Lo-
gan Battle and senior guard Katie McCormick 
have elected to stick together, even though the 
program has struggled and several marquee 
players have transferred out.

“I played with Logan before. We’d been play-
ing since I was probably 12 or 13, so we just 
decided we were staying. Dom and Ki-Ke, we 
were all close,” McCormick said.

The senior class hopes to be rewarded for its 
patience in its final season, and Rafiu is opti-
mistic about the team’s chances to improve 
on its record from last year.

“I just think we need to bring it together,” 
Rafiu said. “We couldn’t pull it together last 
year, but I feel like now we’re getting there. 
[If we] put everything together — listen more, 
just do the little stuff, just pay attention more, 
and I think we’ll get it. I think that’s what we 
struggled with last year, and this year is way 
better.”
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Dorothy Adomako was 30 seconds into 
her collegiate career when she made a first 
impression that would define her role on 
the Georgetown women’s basketball team.

Playing in front of a home crowd in 
McDonough Arena in mid-November, the 
then-freshman guard took the first shot 
of Georgetown’s 2014-15 season opener 
against Maryland Eastern Shore. Adoma-
ko’s jump shot, her first ever as a Hoya, 
swished through the net to give George-
town a 2-0 lead.

Just 15 seconds later, Adomako stole the 
ball from a UMES player during the Hawks’ 
first possession of the game. She coupled 
her defensive effort with an offensive burst 
as she almost immediately fired her second 
shot of the game and banked in a jump 
shot that gave the Hoyas a 4-0 lead.

The Hoyas ultimately won the game 88-
75. Adomako finished with 17 points and 
a game-high 14 rebounds; a double-double 
to start her Georgetown career.

Head Coach Natasha Adair, then in 
her first year, praised Adomako for her 
well-rounded and determined perfor-
mance.

“I think she did a great job of being 
shot-ready, but I also think she played 
a complete game. She defended, she re-
bounded, she took disciplined shots in 
our offense. She made extra effort plays 
— going to the offensive glass, diving on 
loose balls,” Adair said after the game. “I 
think it was just a great debut for her and 
I can’t wait to see what’s next.”

Though the season started with a victo-
ry, the joy would be short-lived, as George-
town finished its season at the bottom of 
the Big East with a 
4-27 overall record 
and a 2-16 confer-
ence record. Amid 
the Hoyas’ troubles, 
however, Adomako 
shined, as her per-
formances through-
out her rookie sea-
son secured her the 
2015 Big East Fresh-
man of the Year 
honor and a spot 
on the honorable 
mention All-Big East 
team. Adomako led 
Georgetown with 
13.1 points and 6.8 
rebounds per game.

Nearly one year after her debut, expec-
tations are higher than ever for the soph-
omore guard. In October, Adomako was a 

unanimous pick for the preseason All-Big 
East team, the only player from George-
town to earn a preseason distinction.

“She works so hard. She’s always in the 
gym, always determined, always working 
on her shot. I just think she deserves it,” se-
nior forward Dominique Vitalis said.

For Adomako, lofty expectations are 
nothing new. She attended Cosby High 
School in Midlothian, Va., and played on 

her high school var-
sity basketball team 
for all four years. 
Adomako led her 
team in scoring and 
rebounding every 
year, earning her 
the team MVP award 
for each of her high 
school seasons.

By her senior sea-
son, accolades for 
Adomako piled up 
as she led Cosby to 
an undefeated 26-0 
season and averaged 
21.5 points, 9.0 re-
bounds, 3.6 assists 
and 2.8 steals per 

game. Adomako received the 2013 Rich-
mond Times-Dispatch All-Metro Player of 
the Year award and was the No. 60 recruit 

on ESPN’s rankings of the top high school 
women’s basketball prospects in the Class 
of 2014.

In the final game of her high school ca-
reer, the six-foot-one-inch guard led her 
high school to a 53-46 victory to clinch the 
school’s first state championship. Adoma-
ko accounted for nearly half of her team’s 
offensive output as she scored a game-high 
26 points in addition to her 16 rebounds.

Adomako’s accomplishments through-
out her high school career earned her the 
2014 Gatorade Virginia Girls Basketball 
Player of the Year distinction, an award 
that incorporates both athletics and aca-
demics to determine the best basketball 
player in every state across the country.

“Dorothy Adomako is unstoppable,” 
Carolyn Clay, head coach of the women’s 
basketball team at Cosby’s cross-town 
rival, Manchester High School, said in 
Gatorade’s press release announcing the 
award. “It doesn’t matter what defense 
you throw at her, she makes adjustments 
to her game very well. She doesn’t seem to 
get rattled. If her game isn’t on track, she 
just turns it up a notch.”

Adomako took the next leap in her 
basketball career when she arrived on 
the Hilltop in the fall of 2014, following 
through on a verbal commitment she 
had made one year prior.

DaNiel sMitH/tHe HOYa

Adomako averaged 13.1 points and 6.8 rebounds per game in the 2014-15 season.

after leading gu in scoring as a freshman,  adomako takes on a bigger leadership role
Last year’s Big East Freshman of the Year was a unanimous selection to the Preseason  All-Big East Team, demonstrating the high expectations on the guard this season.

I didn’t know what role 
I was going to be taking, 
but every team that 

I’ve played on, I’ve always had a 
big role, so I didn’t expect to be 
not having a big role on 
the team.

““ ““

-Sophomore guard Dorothy Adomako
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after leading gu in scoring as a freshman,  adomako takes on a bigger leadership role
Last year’s Big East Freshman of the Year was a unanimous selection to the Preseason  All-Big East Team, demonstrating the high expectations for the guard this season

Though Adomako knew that the coach 
who recruited her to play for Georgetown 
would not be the same coach she would 
have as a freshman on the team, she had 
faith in the athletic program and still re-
garded playing for the Hoyas as a dream 
come true.

“What really 
attracted me to 
Georgetown was the 
name. They have a 
great academic pro-
gram here, great 
athletic program, 
and I just trusted in 
the [athletic direc-
tor] that he was go-
ing to bring in some-
one good,” Adomako 
said. “I always had 
dreams of playing at 
Georgetown, so I had 
to continue to just 
trust in what God 
told me to do.”

Though Adomako was unsure of the 
exact role she would take on at George-
town during her rookie year, she was pre-
pared to take on as much responsibility 
on the court as the team required.

“I didn’t know what role I was going to 
be taking, but every team that I’ve played 
on, I’ve always had a big role, so I didn’t 
expect to be not having a big role on the 
team,” Adomako said. “I always go in 
with high expectations, so I think that’s 
what I did.”

With one year under her belt and one 
set of expectations met, the bar rose once 
again for the sophomore guard. At the end 
of Adomako’s freshman season, Adair ex-
pressed her desire for Adomako to expand 
her presence as a vocal leader on the team 

moving forward.
“I want her to car-

ry over from what 
she does on the 
court in the locker 
room and the day-to-
day of what we do as 
a team and as a pro-
gram,” Adair said in 
an interview with 
The hoya last April.

On a team with 
five seniors who 
have three times as 
much collegiate ex-
perience as Adoma-
ko, the sophomore 
is gradually growing 
into her new role as 

one of the leaders on the team.
“Some things are a little bit uncomfort-

able, but as a sophomore, you hear her in 
the gym and you hear her in the locker 
room,” Adair said. “The thing is the consis-
tency of it. As the season is going on, or she 
has a good game or if she has a bad game, 
don’t let that deter from being a leader and 
letting us hear your voice. That’s something 
I’m really going to push for her, because 
she’s one of the faces of the program, and 
I want her to be able to be in the forefront, 

answer those questions, and just speak on 
the behalf of the group.”

On the court, Adomako is expanding her 
offensive arsenal to incorporate more jump 
shooting, in addition to improving her 
overall defensive performance.

“She’s expanded her game offensively 
and, I think, defensively,” senior guard Ka-
tie McCormick said. “She’s expanded a lit-
tle bit more of [her] shot, going out to the 
three-point line. She’s a little more com-
fortable with that.”

Adair echoed McCormick’s comments 
about Adomako’s improvement. 

“I think her offensive package has elevat-
ed. She is shooting the ball at a very high 
clip; where she was more of a slasher and 
driver, now she is shooting the three. Her 
mid-range is very consistent,” Adair said.

As much as she looks forward to growing 
into her leadership role and improving spe-
cific skills on the court, Adomako has a big-
ger picture in mind as her second season 
opener with Georgetown approaches.

“Getting Big East Freshman of the Year 
was a good accomplishment, but I can’t 
really look at that, take that to the head. 
I have bigger goals, like being the Big East 
Player of the Year and just helping my team 
win as much as possible,” Adomako said. 
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Adomako started all 31 games last year.
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Adomako was unanimously selected to the Preseason All-Big East team this year.

She’s expanded her 
game offensively  and, I 
think, defensively . She’s 

expanded a l ittle bit more of [her] 
shot, going out to the three-point 
l ine, she’s a l ittle more 
comfortable with that.

““ ““

-Senior Guard Katie McCormick
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The Georgetown women’s basketball team 
enters this season with a unique advantage: 
the team did not lose any players to graduation 
after last season, returning the six players who 
played more than 20 minutes per game and 
adding two freshmen and two transfers.

Without any seniors on the roster last year, 
the team lacked ex-
perience and estab-
lished leadership in 
Head Coach Natasha 
Adair’s first season as 
the team’s coach.

“If you look at it as 
a senior and having a 
new coach from last 
year, it makes you 
feel like a freshman 
again because you’re 
all learning the sys-
tem all over again,” 
senior forward Ki-Ke 
Rafiu said. “But now 
we’re seniors, and we 
know how it goes. We know the coaches, and 
the coaches know us.” 

This year’s team has five seniors, including 
Rafiu, on the roster. Suddenly, the Hoyas are one 
of the most experienced teams in the Big East, 
an attribute Adair believes will benefit the team.  

“We went from [being] one of the kind of 
younger teams to the oldest team. But expe-
rience is the best teacher,” Adair said. “You 
think about now, they have the experience 

on and off the court.”
Adair expects the players’ familiarity 

with one another, whether from playing 
on the team last year or from the summer 
training for the newcomers, will bring the 
roster closer together. 

“We’ve been around each other and we know 
each other,” Adair said. “I think that will deter-
mine how well we do. We now can finish each 
other’s sentences, and that wasn’t the case a 

year ago, because we 
were just still trying 
to learn each other.”  

Adair cited the 
team’s summer trip 
to Italy and France as 
a time for the players 
to improve relation-
ships with each other. 

The Hoyas played 
three games in Eu-
rope, falling 53-48 to 
the Cameroon Na-
tional Team before 
defeating SMUC-Mar-
seille and the AMW 
All-Stars by margins 

of more than 50 points. Sophomore guard 
Dorothy Adomako scored 19 points against 
SMUC-Marseille and added 20 more against the 
AMW All-Stars, while freshman guard Dionna 
White posted 16 points, 11 steals, eight rebounds 
and five assists against the AMW All-Stars.

“The biggest thing for us, I think, is just the 
experience that we had overseas this summer, 
and how we bonded as a group,” Adair said. 
“That was the best trip. It was at the right time. 

We got to go overseas and have success.” 
The benefits of the trip to Europe go be-

yond group bonding and on-court experi-
ence. Adair said it also changed the mindset 
of the team after a tough end to the 2014-2015 
season, when the Hoyas fell by three points to 
the Xavier Musketeers in the opening round 
of the Big East tournament. The competition 
over the summer helped put that disappoint-
ment further in the past. 

“We ended the season on a loss, we’re 
starting [this] season on a win,” Adair said.

Six players — Adomako, sophomore 
guard DiDi Burton, senior forwards Domi-
nique Vitalis and Logan Battle, senior guard 
Katie McCormick and junior forward Faith 
Woodard — started at least 17 games for the 
Hoyas last season. Each of those six players 
will return for this season.

Adair enters her second season as the team’s 
head coach; when she accepted the role as head 
coach last year, Adair became the third head 
coach in three years for the Hoyas. The lack of 
continuity in the coaching staff has hindered 
the team’s success, and the players look forward 
to seeing how successful the team can be now 
that the coaching position has stabilized.

“Just having a stable coach … having the 
same type of coaching technique, the same 
team — we only have two freshmen — it’s good 
in my situation because, as a senior, you don’t 
have to teach as much,” senior guard Katie 
McCormick said. “You know the offensive and 
defensive schemes as much as you can. It’s just 
great to have a pattern to know what you need 
to teach and what to relay to the freshmen.” 

Adair recognizes that her return will 
have a stabilizing impact on the team, 
which she believes will lead to better re-
sults for the program this season.

“I think you improve already going into year 
two because you have pretty much the same 
team back, you’re adding leadership, you’re 
adding experience, you’re adding more depth,” 
Adair said. “I just feel like we’re in a good place 
to compete and to really be successful.”

continUity benefits Hoyas
Georgetown will return each of the six players who 
played at least 20 minutes per game on last year’s team
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Senior forward Dominique Vitalis returns.
The biggest thing for 
us, I think, is just the 
experience that we had 

overseas this summer, and 
how we bonded as a group.

““ ““
-Head Coach Natasha Adair
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Senior guard Katie McCormick led Georgetown with 53 three-pointers made last year.
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The reigning Big East tournament champions are this year’s pre-
season favorites to retain the title in 2015-2016. The Blue Demons 
fell in the NCAA tournament to eventual runner-up Notre Dame, 
but were the only Big East squad to win a game in the Big Dance. 
Three players — senior guard/forward Megan Podkowa, senior guard 
Chanise Jenkins and junior guard Jessica January — that averaged 
double-digit points per game will return this season. With its history 
and talent, DePaul will expect to be top dogs in the Big East.

A program on the upswing, Xavier returns nearly all of the 
team that finished with an 18-15 record last season. Senior 
forward Briana Glover led the team in scoring in the 2014-
2015 season and is a member of the preseason all-conference 
team this season. Just two years ago, Xavier finished with 
an 8-23 record. Now, it must not be overlooked by any team 
hoping to finish at the top of the conference.

Villanova will also rely on its outside players to make a dif-
ference this season. Senior guard Caroline Coyer is a unani-
mous selection to the preseason all-conference team and will 
be supported by sophomore guard Alex Louin, who made the 
all-freshman team last year. With six seniors on the roster, 
Head Coach Harry Perretta looks to turn experience into 
postseason success.

The Bulldogs finished in a surprising fifth place in the 
conference last season after they were picked to finish last in 
the 2014 Big East preseason poll. They will hope to surprise 
the rest of the conference again in 2015 but will have to do 
so without their two top scorers and their top rebounder 
from last year. Despite its losses, Butler adds the conference 
preseason Freshman of the Year in forward Brittany Ward. 

The Pirates won the conference regular season title and made the 
NCAA tournament with outstanding play from a pair of guards in their 
final seasons. Now that those key contributors and two other starters 
have moved on, Seton Hall does not look quite as dangerous. The lone 
returning member of last season’s starting five, senior forward Tabatha 
Richardson-Smith, has a track record of being a formidable scorer. With 
a pair of transfers joining Richardson-Smith, Seton Hall will have an 
uphill, but not impossible, journey back to the NCAA tournament.

The Friars finished 6-24 in 2014-15 and watched their top 
scorer and leading rebounder graduate. Needless to say, 
expectations are low this season. Junior guard Sarah Beal did 
make the preseason all-Big East team, however, and if she can 
remain healthy, then Providence has a weapon in the back-
court. Providence may not be a serious contender, but every 
conference needs a spoiler to make things interesting. 

The Big East is set to be a guard-heavy league in 2015-16, and 
the Red Storm’s backcourt provides a prime example. Senior 
guard Aliyyah Handford is the preseason Player of the Year in 
the Big East, and senior guard Danaejah Grant is a unani-
mous selection to the preseason all-conference team. Add a 
pair of highly regarded recruits, freshman forwards Jordan 
Agustus and Akina Wellere, to the mix and St. John’s will 
have depth to match its talent.

Coming off a last-place finish in the Big East last season, 
Georgetown returns each of its six players who averaged at 
least 20 minutes per game last season, a group led by soph-
omore guard Dorothy Adomako. Adomako led the Hoyas 
with averages of 13.1 points and 6.8 rebounds per game last 
season and was named the Big East Freshman of the Year. 
Georgetown also has five seniors on the roster, including 
forward Dominique Vitalis and guard Katie McCormick.

Four starters return for the Bluejays from last year’s Wom-
en’s National Invitation Tournament team. Senior guard Ma-
rissa Janning and sophomore guard Sydney Lamberty stand 
out among that group as members of the preseason all-Big 
East team. This year, Creighton will also have the advantage 
of another year of experience for a promising core of players. 
It may be picked fourth, but Creighton could easily contend 
for the conference crown in 2015-2016. 

The 2015-16 season for Marquette can be previewed in one 
word: youth. The roster includes two juniors and one sopho-
more, only two of whom played on a team that went 9-22 last 
year. The rest of the team will make its collegiate debut. All 
five starters from the 2014-15 season have left the program, 
so there will be plenty of minutes for all those young players. 
The Golden Eagles will have their work cut out for them, but 
a fresh start could be just what the program needs. 
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