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Muscat gets priority in new tourism
strategy

Written by Vinod MNair
in Head stories

By Vinod Mair — MUSCAT: Feb. 3: With the new national tourism strategy (2015-2040) already approved
by the Council of Ministers, the ministry is in the process of implementing its recommendations stage by
stage, said Sayyid Adil al Mardas al Busaidi, adviser of tourism affairs. Speaking to the Observer
yesterday, he said the strategy has focused on development of tourism in the important areas of Muscat,
Salalah and Musandam. “That does not mean we will ignore other regions, but just that these three regions
have been accorded priority in the strategy recommendations and we will implement them in coordination

with other agencies.”

Taking into the current economic conditions, Al Busaidy said there has been more cooperation among the
private sectors in the recent years. “The plan is to get more investment in the tourism projects from both
within and outside Oman. As a facilitator, we help private sector with land and other facilities like the ease
of doing business or simplification of procedures.” He stressed the government is going ahead with its
projects and trying best to get foreign investors from different parts of the world.

The national tourism strategy incorporates a detailed programme outlining short, medium and long term
strategies, together with an implementation of an action-plan based on tourism competitiveness, marketing
and product development, governance, education and the socioeconomic development. One of the key
objectives of the Omani tourism strategy is to increase the contribution of the tourism sector to the GDP
which is considered to be as a major source of income. It will update land development agreements, the
system of ownership of properties by non-Omanis in integrated tourism complexes (ITC) and the
alternatives available to the ministry to deal with investors involved in suspended or delayed projects or [TC

projects whose owners are likely to withdraw.

http://omanobserver.om/muscat-gets-priority-in- : Jaall
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MUSCAT: The Ministry of Tourism (MoT) signed duel Memorandum of Understanding with Ooredoo

yesterday. The MoU was signed by Maitha bint Saif al Mahrougi, Under-Secretary, Ministry of Tourism, and
Greg Young, CEO, Ooredoo Oman. Ooredoo and MoT will now partner and engage in knowledge sharing on
the managerial and technical side. This includes working together on various events, providing ground
support as when and required, and leverage each other's strength in enhancing the experience and making
the event more attractive to the target audience. The two parties will also work towards increasing the

attendance to workshops, conferences and events of either party through shared contacts and invitations

The MoU also details how the two parties will cooperate in providing advanced telecommunication services
at competitive prices for the tourism sector. Another important aspect of the partnership is conducting
training sessions for Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) working in the tourism sector. After signing the
MoU. Maitha Al Mahrougi, said. “The Ministry of Tourism works is constantly working towards improving the
services provided by the tourism sector and utilise the Ministry expertise in implementing new programmes
We strive to improve our ways of working and using the latest technology is one way of doing this. This is

why we have partnered with one of the leading telecommunication company, Ooredoo. through this MoU

We would continue to partner with more organisations and work together to develop our community and the
tourism sector in the Sultanate ”

Maitha bint Saif al Mahrougialso added, “One of the highlights of this MoU is the assistance we would be
providing in training and enhancing the skills of employees working with SMEs in the tourism industry, as
well as enhancing the communication service offerings to the tourism sector, both from a technology and
an economic standpoint.” Greg Young. said. “The MoU with the Ministry of Tourism is an affirmation of the
importance of the touristic destinations that the Sultanate is enriched with. We gladly use this as an
opportunity to make it more convenient for tourists to enjoy Oman and reduce any hurdles. Through this
partnership, we will support the activities of the Ministry as well as implement the technical and health and

safety training programmes. We would also like to strengthen our investments in the local human capital
and increase the local efficiency.”
He further added. “The strategy that we adopt with the government is based on the mutual benefits one

derives in building an enriching work environment. We aim to our share knowledge and expertise in order to

|establish best working practices. We hope that our products. efforts and dedication here at Ooredoo will

help the Sultanate in achieving the growth we set out to realise.”

http://omanobserver.om/ministry-of-tourism-signs- : _aaxsll
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Riding a bicycle 87,000 km and still
pedalling

Written by Kaushalendra Singh

in Head stories, Main

By Kaushalendra Singh — SALALAH:Feb. 3: A keen traveller. photographer and a teacher, Peter Gostelow
has taken up the adventure of cycling from 2005 and has covered 87.000 km in three expeditions. He took
up the first expedition between 2005 and 2008. while the second one was completed between 2009 and
2012. He took up his current expedition from Salalah and has reached some place in Batinah after crossing
many cities, villages and wadis of Oman. Peter, 37. from UK took up his current journey almost from where

he had left in 2012. He began his Oman journey on December 10 and has already covered 3,000 km.

started from where | left last time_.. just a lot more beautiful camping spots. mountain climbs. historical
towns and memorable encounters.” he said, while commenting on his Oman journey.

Between 2005 and 2008 Peter cycled from Japan to England. a journey of 50,000 km and between 2009
and 2012 he cycled from England to Cape Town. a journey of over 34 000 km through 30 countries. His
current journey is likely to end in Abu Dhabi. He himself does not know about the total distance to be
covered in the third leg of his expedition. | returned to Africa in early 2013 and lived for two years in the
town of Mwanza, Tanzania. where | worked as a teacher trainer in a Government Education College. During
the holidays | continued to make shorter tours in East and Southern Africa.” “In May 2015, | finished my
working contract so decided what better way to leave Tanzania than by bicycle.” he said. while telling about
the cycling bug that keeps him moving most of the time

For him it is hard to pick a favourite camping spot in
Oman “as there have been so many. | sometimes

pulled off the road before sunset, or waited till | found “y
what was going to be the best place to sleep before
it became too dark to see. As the weeks went by. |

became less concerned about hiding myself from
the road. "Camping in Oman is as stress free and
safe as | recall it to be in Japan. where | first cycle
toured over 10 years ago. except there | would never
be very far away from people.” He is happy over his

meeting with other cyclists Eric and Amaya. well-
known in the cycle touring community. posting lots

of useful information online for fellow cyclists.

Eric and Amaya have been on the road continuously for almost 10 years now and Oman is their 100th
country visited to date. "Having been in contact over the years. it was a great opportunity to finally meet up e
with them in person. share some stories and camp together for the night before parting in opposite

directions (they were headed south) the next day.” said Peter. Commenting over the purpose of cycling

expeditions. Peter said: “There is not one specific mission... | enjoy seeing and learning the world from oy

riding a bicycle. It makes me feel alive. The combination of exercise, adventure, seeing new places and

meeting new people excites me. And | am an English teacher when not making these journeys.” Peter has
many memorable experiences about Oman and one of the memorable are the hospitality shown by the
iOmanis by inviting him to stay in their houses and allowing him to experience the authentic Omani heritage
and culture.
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