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Nature and heritage make tourism in
Salalah sustainable

B

e

By Kaushalendra Singh — SALALAH: Feb. 15: The sustainability of Salalah as a major tourist destination
in the Arab region is quite high as the destination has several natural attractions. which are being

strengthened with modern amenities and facilities. Known earlier for three months of majestic Khareef
season. Salalah has caught the imagination of European tourists for Winter tourism and if its resources are
properly tapped the destination can emerge as a major revenue earner for the Sultanate. This was the
general reaction of the tourism experts in their comments to the Observer. The experts, ranging from
Ministry of Tourism officials. hoteliers and hospitality managers. put thrust on the fact that Salalah has
many natural attractions and the destination kept attracting visitors even when tourism did not develop as
an organised sector.

To prove his point Khalid bin Mussalam al Rowas. Director-
General of Tourism in Dhofar Governorate. said that he had
recently honoured some tourists who spent in Salalah 1009,
600 and 500 nights respectively. "Had it not been sustainable

they would not have come here time and again. There is
something which attracts people. make them comfortable
and feel safe and secured in the lap of nature.” “Today

tourism has emerged as a proper sector and Salalah is on
the international tourism map. It, however, is a fact that the

Khalid al Rawas

concept of organised tourism has started taking shape in

1980s and many tourists were coming here from the Gulf and
other Arab countries.” said Al Rawas. According to Al Rawas, the Government of Oman outlining tourism
as a key sector in the latest 5 Year Plan 2016-2020 and vision Oman 2040. He cited the National Centre for
Statistics (NCSI). which suggested a record 500,000 tourists visited the Governorate from June to August
2015, showing a 21 per cent increase from the same period in 2014

Confronting the idea of tourists relocating to other
destinations in future, Ahmed Dabbous. CEO of Muriya,
said "It takes time in getting a destination popular and

once it is popular among the tourists and the facilities
are in place, the tourists keep on pouring. And Salalah
g as a destination is quite sustainable for its combination
f of sea., mountain and desert.” "Moreover the destination
is rich in history and culture. Security and safety appeals
them and they take home very positive memories from

Oman. If you see the growth in tourist arrival besides Ahmed Dabbous

those coming during Khareef season. the number is quite
impressive. From one charter flight in 2005, Salalah has

now 7 weekly charter flights and in all likelihood there would be 10 weekly charters by the end of the year.” i%
I
|

}standards. more hotels rooms are available and many more are in the pipeline.” he said and endorsed the
;destination highly. Robert Zogbi. Chairman and CEO of UAE based Innovationz Hospitality Group FZE, also
lendorsed Salalah as a sustainable tourist destination and called for new facilities to entertain the tourists
{‘There is huge scope for Salalah. Growth is on expected lines. yet more needs to be done.” he said.

The growth indicators. according to him, are quite high. "Now Salalah has an airport of international
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Anantara Salalah to open in
summer

By Staff Reporter — MUSCAT: Feb. 15: Dhofar's newest luxury hotel, Anantara Salalah — Al Baleed

Resort, developed by a joint venture between Omran Hotels & Resorts & Musstir, one of Oman's leading
property developers and investors and the leading Governmental investment company developing tourism
assets and infrastructure in Oman. is set to open this summer — just in time for the upcoming Khareef
season. Welcoming guests with traditional Omani style. the resort, located between a natural lagoon and
the beach, will be managed by Anantara Hotels, Resorts and Spas, the luxury hospitality brand renowned
for offering indigenous experiences for modern travellers.

¥ v W E ‘ Carefully designed to reflect, Dhofar's rich heritage,
! the resort’s striking Dhofari design featuring intricate
artistic details is inspired by the region’s iconic
coastal fortresses and is surrounded by towering
palms, magnificent trees, tropical gardens and lush
water features. With 136 guest rooms and studios
as well as one, two and three bedroom pool villas —
the first of their kind in Salalah and Oman — the
resort is conveniently located just 10 km from the
city centre and 15 km from the airport.
Dr Ali bin Masoud al Sunaidy — Minister of
Commerce and Industry and Chairman of Omran,

said: “The opening of Al Baleed Resort — Salalah by Anantara is a major milestone for the region and
reflects our commitment to developing the tourism sector to support the local economy on a long-term,
sustainable basis. “Salalah is a very popular destination, known for having some of the best beaches in the
GCC as well as a rich cultural heritage, and the opening of Al Baleed Resort — Salalah by Anantara puts
Dhofar firmly on the map for international travellers.”

Dr Mohamed bin Ali bin Mohamed al Barwani — founder and Chairman of MB Group / Musstir, added: “This
development of Al Baleed Resort — Salalah by Anantara is testament to the results which can be achieved
through strategic Public-Private Partnerships (PPP) with the Government, which is the first of its kind in
Oman for the real estate / hospitality sector. It is a learning experience, we are proud to herald the opening
of the resort with our Government partners, Omran.”
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Tourism Strategy 2040 aims to
boost private role

Written by Oman Observer

in Head stories

MUSCAT: Ahmed bin Nasser al Meherzi, Minister of Tourism, announced the approval of the Mational
Strategy for Tourism 2040 which includes a 6 per cent rise in the contribution of the tourism sector in the
GDP. He explained that the strategy aims to increase the contribution of the private sector in tourism to 88
per cent, and government investments by 12 per cent, which includes infrastructure projects. Minister of
Tourism said in an interview with Economic Forum Programme broadcast by the Radio of of Oman that it is
hoped, within the framework of the strategy, to reach the 20,000 hotel room level in 2020, compared to the
existing 16,000 level. The vision sees the Sultanate will be in 2040 one of the most important tourist
destinations and that the number of tourists will increase to 5,000,000 Al Meherzi said, “until we get to
what we want, we should focus on the appropriate amount of investment, support the growth of small and
medium-sized tourism enterprises, and apply a typical global system of social responsibility to attract, offer

an extraordinary range of tourist models, enhance the guality of senices and attract more tourists.” — ONA
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