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Stress on domestic recreational
tourism

MUSCAT: Ahmed bin Nasser al Mehrzi, Minister of Tourism, said that Oman Tourism Strategy, which is
being implemented since the beginning of 2016 after it was approved by the Council of Ministers. focuses
on several objectives. the foremost of which is enhancing domestic tourism, particularly the recreational
sector, which the ministry is currently executing. In a statement to Oman News Agency (ONA). he pointed
out that the domestic tourism. its trends and objectives, as well as due to its importance, dominated about
50 per cent from the strategy. He added that this requires utilities and
installations that meet demands of the tourist as the Omani tourist looks
for recreational tourism related-installations and services.

Al Mehrzi pointed out that the total investments expected for this sector
during the upcoming years exceed RO one billion. He added that there are

projects being implemented. others were issued licences to be established
and other projects understudy. The Minister of Tourism further said that
among the recreational tourism projects. which were approved, include the
construction of two waterparks in Salalah and the other world-class
waterpark that will be established by one of the pension funds in Al
Athaibah in the Governorate of Muscat, in addition to a project for Muscat Municipality, in cooperation with
one of the investment companies to establish a world-class recreational city in the Wilayat of Al Seeb. a
family recreational project in the Wilayat of Al Musannah stretching over 5 million square meters and a
project to set up a zoo as the investor will be supported for this project, as well as other upcoming projects.

Al Mehrzi affirmed that as planned by 2020, which
the end of the current five-year plan. there will be
20,000 hotel rooms "3 to 5 stars” in the Sultanate.
He explained that if the tourism sector continues to
grow. the Sultanate will achieve this figure before
2018. He added that the strategy includes the
construction of 50,000 hotel rooms “3 stars and
above” during the next 25 years with permitting to
build budget hotel rooms. but they will not be listed
within the strategy. The Minister of Tourism unveiled

that Masirah Island will witness during the upcoming
period the implementation of a tourist project that
laims at enhancing the tourism sector in the island that enjoys good tourist potentials. He pointed out that
ltwo sites were presented before an investor as one of the two sites is selected to set up yachts marina,
ltourist resort and chalets.

|He stressed the necessity of operating a commercial airline route to Masirah Island to facilitate travel to the
lisland and activate tourist and economic movement. especially after the remarkable success made by the
|National Ferries Company (NFC) in the number of passengers from and to the island. — ONA
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Muscat: As the cruise season in Oman has crossed the halfway mark, 215,266 tourists have already
come until June proving that Oman’s cruise tourism prospects are quite promising.

According to ship agents in Oman, until February 14 this vear, 129 cruise vessels had visited three different ports in Oman. And 99 more are scheduled to visit
until June 6.

“Since the current season began i October last vear, 75 calls were made i Muscat, 38 in Khasab and 16 1n Salalah. And until June, when the current season
came t0 an end, there will be 60 more calls in Muscat, 22 1n Khasab and 17 in Salalah,” M C Jose, chief executive officer of Projects and Logistics Group at
Khimy Ramdas, told the Times of Oman (TOO).

Anwar Ali Sultan, chairman of Wilhelmsen Towell Co LLC, told TOO that cruise tourism is picking up in Oman at a good pace.

“We are seeing a positive trend and a huge potential for growth too. Tourists see Oman as the safest place to visit in this region. Moreover, the exotic locations,
which highlight Arab culture and heritage are unique to Oman,” Sultan said.

An official from Wilhelmsen said that for the first time Anthem of Seas, one the biggest cruise vessels launched recently, will come to Oman.
“She 1s the second ship m the Quantum class, which surpasses the earlier Freedom-class ships by over 14,000 gross tonnes (GT), becoming the second largest

class of passenger ships after the Royal Caribbean International’s Oasis-class ships on a gross tonnage basis. The cruise ship has capacity for almost 5,000
passengers at a time, excluding some 1,600 crew members,” the official added.

Meanwhile, Jose said big vessels, such as the Queen Mary and Queen Elizabeth will call Muscat and Salalah this vear, which will be a major attraction.
According to Jose, cruise tourism in Oman has a huge potential and it should be treated as an important segment of the tourism industry sector.

“It can bring in a lot of employment opportunities to nationals and Small and Medmum Enterprises (SMEs). A large number of four wheel drives, mini buses
and 50-seater buses are required to transport passengers to different tourist spots m Oman. In addition to that, a large number of qualified tour guides with mult

-lingual capabilities are also required m Oman,” Jose said.

“SME tour companies can be started by trained nationals. These companies can invest in vehicles with the base volume of tourists from cruise vessels. Once
they establish their companies, they can also carter to the steady arrival of inbound tourists,” Jose added.

According to Jose, many tourists come back for a longer stay after their cruise holiday and hence the cruise industry should be treated as an important segmett
of the market tourism industry.

While talking about the challenges faced by the cruise tourism industry in Oman, Jose said cruise liners are constructing larger ships, with larger lengths and
hence ports will have to be modernised with longer berths and marine equipment to safely handle these ships.

Growing interest

“The planned new waterfront facility at Port Sultan Qaboos is a great initiative and will give a boost to the cruise business. Muscat should have at least three
berths that are 400 metres. The mterest in Khasab is increasing vear after yvear. An International Ship and Port Facility Securtty (ISPS) compliant port with two
berths 1s desirable. Sur can be an attractive location if a berthing facility is available. A dedicated cruise berth in Salalah 1s also desirable,” Jose added.

According to Oman’s government, OMRS00 million has been set aside to transform the Port Sultan Qaboos into the region’s primary waterfront destination.

The project consists of four zones and the first phase 1s expected to be complete i 2019, Minister of Transport and Commurications Ahmed bin Mohammed
Al Futaist, said recently.

: J.A.aa.d\
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