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Forward

In June 2004, over sixty former soldiers of the Israel Defense Forces presented

an exhibition of written testimonies and photographs from their military service

in Hebron. The exhibition led to the founding of Breaking the Silence, an

organization that depicts the Israeli Occupation in the words of the soldiers

entrusted with carrying it out. From its inception, the goal of Breaking the

Silence has been to expose the day-to-day reality of military service in the

Occupied Territories. The organization interviews men and women who have

served in the security forces since the outbreak of the Second Intifada in

September 2000, and publishes their testimonies on its website, in booklets,

and in the media. The organization holds ongoing public events, lectures,

parlor meetings, and tours in the Territories in an attempt to encourage public

debate about events there.

To date, the organization has published six booklets: Breaking the Silence:

Soldiers’ Testimonies from Hebron, 2004; Testimony Collection #1, which

deals with cases of IDF soldier abuse, violence, and looting in the Territories;

Testimony Collection #2, which discusses rules of engagement in the

Territories; Soldiers’ Testimonies from Hebron, 2005-2007; Soldiers Tell About

‘Operation Cast Lead,’ Gaza, 2009; and Breaking the Silence - Female Soldiers

Testify about their Military Service in the Territories.

This volume contains more than 180 testimonies from 101 witnesses interviewed

by the organization - both women and men. The testimonies were selected as

representative of material contained in the more than 700 interviews conducted

by the organization since its inception. They describe Israel’s operational

methods in the Territories and its consequences. The witnesses represent
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all strata of Israeli society and nearly all IDF units engaged in the Occupied

Territories. They include testimonies of commanders and officers as well.

All testimonies published by Breaking the Silence are collected by military

veterans and verified prior to publication, including the testimonies that appear

in this book. It should be emphasized that unless noted otherwise, the

testimonies published here are reported by eyewitnesses, and in their own

words. Minor alterations have been made to remove identifying details and

to clarify military terms. As in previous publications of the organization, the

identities of witnesses are kept confidential. Without anonymity, it would be

impossible to make public the information published here.

This book differs in content and scope from previous collections of testimonies

published by Breaking the Silence. Whereas earlier publications were devoted

to specific aspects of military force in the Territories, this volume describes

the IDF’s principal methods of operation, as well as the policies of the Israeli

authorities who control the Territories. Though the soldiers’ descriptions

are limited to their personal experiences, an evaluation of the entire body

of testimonies published here exposes the principles of Israeli policy in the

Occupied Territories. Contrary to the official Israeli position, which portrays

the IDF’s activities in the Territories as fundamentally defensive and intended

to prevent harm to Israeli civilians, the soldiers’ testimonies describe the policy

on the ground as an offensive one which includes expropriation of territory,

tightening control over the civilian population, and instilling fear.

Israel’s policy in the Territories is often referred to in public discussion by a few
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familiar terms. Each chapter in this book examines one of these terms, and

compares it with the testimonies of IDF soldiers.

Despite its scope, this book does not describe all the means by which the

State of Israel controls the Territories; it is limited to the information brought

to light in the soldiers’ testimonies. Likewise, the book does not consider

the variety of activities connected with the work of the General Security

Services (“Shabak”) and other intelligence agencies, nor is it concerned with the

operations and activities of the military courts, which constitute an important

component of the structure of military rule in the Territories. There are other

aspects of the military administration, besides the aforementioned, which are

not discussed in the book, and so this book should not be read as an attempt

to address all components of the Occupation. The goal of the book is to

explain the principal operational methods of the forces that are charged with

preserving the public peace and defending Israeli civilians.

Breaking the Silence considers exposing the truth about Israel’s policy in the

Occupied Territories to be a moral obligation and a necessary condition for a

more just society. To ignore testimonies of the Occupation given clearly and

unambiguously here is to surrender a fundamental right of Israeli citizens - the

right to know the truth about their own actions and the actions of those who

operate in their name. We demand accountability regarding Israel’s military

actions in the Occupied Territories perpetrated by us and in our name.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank those who contributed to and

assisted with the publication of this book.
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