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1. Introduction –Historical Overview



T



he National and Kapodistrian University of Athens (NKUA) is an integral part

of the modern Greek intellectual tradition,

life and international presence. It successfully combines an old established name and

authority with a dynamic development and

creative participation in modern letters and

science.

It is the oldest University in the country,

founded by the Royal Decree of 22 April 1837

under the name “Othonian University”, as

the first king of modern Greece, Otto of Bavaria, was its founder. Initially, it consisted

of four Schools (of Theology, Law, Medicine

and Philosophy, the latter still comprising at

that time Mathematics and Applied Sciences)

with a total of 52 students. Its first seat was

a neo-classical house on the north slope of

the Akropolis hill, originally the home of the

architect Stamatis Kleanthis (today the Museum of the University’s History is housed

there). As it was the first university in the

newly established modern Greek state, as

well as in the Balkans and the Eastern Mediterranean region, its role has been decisive,

in historical and social respect, for the production of special knowledge and the promotion of cultural life in the country.

After the fall of Otto’s monarchy, a decree

of October 20, 1862 issued by the ‘Interim

Government’ has renamed The Othonian

University to: “The National University”.

In 1841 administrative and educational

facilities were transferred to the edifice currently and widely known as the “main building” of The University of Athens, the middle
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