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The U.S. Movement in Solidarity 
with Chile in the 1970s 

by 
Margaret Power 

The international movement in solidarity with Chile that developed and flourished in 
the 1970s first emerged when the Unidad Popular government of Salvador Allende 

(1970-1973) was still in power but gained strength after the Chilean military overthrew 
the government and imposed the military dictatorship that ruled that country from 1973 
to 1990. The power of the movement stems from the historical context in which it arose, 
the tremendous appeal exerted by the Allende government, North Americans' familiarity 
with and support for the UP government, the outrage and horror many felt at the atroci 
ties committed by the dictatorship, and the presence of Chilean political refugees in the 
United States. The work that the solidarity movement engaged in ranged from securing 
entry for political refugees and direct action against the Chilean ship Esmeralda to rais 

ing funds for the Chilean resistance through cultural programs. While political tensions 

among the refugees undermined the movement to a degree, the presence of the refugees 
brought their experience into the lives of North Americans and inspired them to support 
the Chilean resistance. 

Keywords: Chile, Solidarity, Refugees, Activism, Political prisoners, Movement 

The Chile solidarity movement in the United States evolved during the 1970s 
from a small group of leftists who embraced the Unidad Popular (Popular 

Unity?UP) government of Salvador Allende to a broader movement whose 

influence and membership extended beyond the left to include broader sec 

tors of U.S. society. By the late 1970s support for the revolutionary movements 

in Central America and opposition to U.S. military intervention in the region 

topped many activists' political agendas. As a result, solidarity with Chile 
receded into the background as many activists from that movement, along 

with much of the U.S. left, applied their skills, knowledge, and hopes to build 

ing support for the Sandinistas in Nicaragua and the Farabundo Marti 

National Liberation Front in El Salvador. 

The U.S. movement in solidarity with Chile went through two distinct phases 

largely corresponding to political developments in Chile. The first phase, from 
1970 to 1973, coincided with the September 1970 presidential election of 
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Power / U.S. MOVEMENT IN SOLIDARITY WITH CHILE 47 

Salvador Allende and the coming to power of the UP government. During 
those years, the movement was small and primarily consisted of individuals 

and groups who supported the government and identified with the left. They 
were attracted by the UP's commitment to democratic socialism, popular par 

ticipation, and substantial improvements in the people's standard of living. 
The second phase began on September 11,1973, when the Chilean military, 

backed by the U.S. government, overthrew the Allende government and 

imposed a 17-year-long dictatorship headed by General Augusto Pinochet. 

Once in power, the military proceeded to imprison, torture, disappear, and 

murder supporters of the Allende government. It declared a state of siege, 
closed Parliament, imposed strict censorship, and made any oppositional 

political activity illegal and dangerous. Much of the world watched in horror 
as the Pinochet dictatorship trampled the dreams of democracy and social 

justice and replaced them with a regime based on repression and terror. Anger, 
the determination to oppose this brutality, and the desire to support the vic 
tims and opponents of the military regime emerged from the initial response. 
These realities and these sentiments generated the expansion and the suc 

cesses that the Chile solidarity movement enjoyed in the United States (and to 
a much greater extent around the world) in the 1970s. 

This article analyzes why the Chile solidarity movement emerged in the 
United States in the 1970s. It explores the sources of the movement's ability to 
build organizations, achieve some of its goals, and sustain individual commit 

ment in opposition to the Chilean dictatorship and in support of the popular 
struggle. 

Since I characterize the Chile solidarity movement as successful, I would 

like to explain briefly what I mean by "success." I measure the success of the 
movement in both symbolic and practical terms. One of the most important 
markers was its long-term ability to impact public perceptions, influence cul 
tural productions, and affect media coverage of the Pinochet dictatorship and, 
indeed, of many other Latin American military dictatorships. For many North 

Americans, Pinochet represented and continues to represent the evil dictator 

par excellence, and the well-known picture of him scowling, wearing sunglasses, 
with his arms crossed, is now a classic image of dictatorship. 

The Chile solidarity movement helped to educate people in this country 
about U.S. imperialism in Latin America. The tragic fact that the U.S. govern 

ment and corporations worked to undermine and then overthrow the demo 

cratically elected government of Salvador Allende starkly revealed the 

unscrupulous practices that these forces employ to protect their economic and 

political interests. The example of Chile also taught many in the United States 
about Latin American people's determination to build a more just society and 
a better life for themselves and their nations. Thus, Chile became a case study 
of the nefarious effects of U.S. intervention in another country and an example 
of a people struggling to end poverty, injustice, and military rule. 

The movement also helped to secure the release of political prisoners in 
Chile, thereby preventing their murder, disappearance, or extended incarcera 

tion. Solidarity activists, in conjunction with members of the U.S. Congress, 
forced the unwilling U.S. government to admit Chilean political prisoners into 
the United States as political refugees, an action that saved many lives. 
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The political situation in Chile and the work of the Chile solidarity move 
ment had an impact on U.S. government policies and the attitudes and actions 
of U.S. lawmakers. As Peter Kornbluh (2003: 22) points out, "Along with con 
cerns about Vietnam, public and Congressional anger [about U.S. govern 

ment intervention in Chile] generated a national debate about the corruption 
of American principles in the making and exercising of U.S. foreign policy/' 
Outrage over U.S. involvement in Chile pushed Congress to conduct the first 

hearings ever held on U.S. covert action (U.S. Senate, 1975) and to incorporate 
concern for human rights into the elaboration of U.S. foreign policy, a practice 
that unfortunately has seldom been implemented in succeeding years. 

THE EMERGENCE OF THE CHILE SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT 

I locate the origins, strength, and efficacy of the U.S.-based branch of the 
Chile solidarity movement in the confluence of four factors: (1) the Chilean 
reality, both during the UP years and, especially, following the 1973 coup, 
(2) the historical context in which the UP came to power and was over 
thrown, (3) the political impact Chileans had on North Americans, both in 
Chile during the Allende period and in the United States after the 1973 coup, 
and (4) public awareness of U.S. government and corporate involvement in 

the overthrow of the Allende government and U.S. government support for the 
Pinochet dictatorship. 

Allende's 1970 presidential victory and the UP government's commitment to 
the pursuit of a democratic road to socialism generated much interest and sym 

pathy across the globe. The UP's vision that socialism could be achieved peace 

fully, democratically, and with widespread popular participation appealed to 
and inspired large numbers of progressive people around the world who 
rejected Soviet or Chinese models of socialism because of their rigidity, repres 
sive policies, and lack of democracy. The UP's attempts to eradicate poverty 
and construct a more just society, coupled with the mass mobilizations and 

extensive participation of the Chilean population, inspired many people out 
side Chile just as they did millions of Chileans. The violent overthrow of the 
Allende government and the sharp contrast between it and the repressive 
Pinochet dictatorship, which tortured, murdered, and disappeared thousands 
of Chileans, generated significant opposition to military rule and spurred 
many to oppose U.S. support for the military regime. 

A second critical factor was the historical context in which the UP govern 
ment came to power and was overthrown (1970-1973). During the 1950s and 
1960s anticolonial struggles and the civil rights movement challenged the 
cold-war clampdown on thinking that had permeated much of the United 
States since the end of World War II and encouraged many North Americans 
to view their government more critically. For example, the Fair Play for Cuba 
Committee formed in 1960 to support the 1959 Cuban Revolution, and in 1969 
the Venceremos Brigade began to send work brigades from the United States to 

Cuba to assist the socialist society. These organizations offered an example for 

other North Americans who wanted to defy the U.S. government and support 

progressive governments and movements in Latin America. When Salvador 
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Allende won the 1970 presidential elections in Chile, many in the United 
States (and around the world) were mobilized against the U.S. war in Vietnam 
and in support of national liberation struggles. Hundreds of thousands of 

people in the United States marched in opposition to the Vietnam War and 
(albeit in smaller numbers) in solidarity with the National Liberation Front of 

Vietnam and its goal of a socialist society. Many of these activists came to view 

the United States as an aggressive imperialist power whose foreign policy 
served the needs of the economic elite that ruled the United States. Thus, 

when the UP government came to power in 1970, international support for 

socialism was an integral part of some activists' political agendas, and this 

made them receptive to the values embodied in its platform and policies. 
A third significant element was the contact that North Americans had with 

Chileans. A small number of North Americans lived in Chile during the UP 
years, while a larger number came to know Chilean refugees who arrived in 
the United States after Allende was overthrown or heard Chileans who toured 
the United States speaking out against the dictatorship. These experiences 
exposed North Americans directly to Chileans who had supported the 
Allende government, suffered personally as a result of the military coup, and 
were strongly opposed to the Pinochet dictatorship. This familiarity with 
Chileans as protagonists of the peaceful road to socialism, as victims of mili 

tary repression, and as opponents of the dictatorship moved many in the 

United States and increased people's willingness to dedicate time, resources, 
and skills to the solidarity movement. 

Fourth, outrage over revelations of U.S. government and corporate efforts 
to prevent Allende's election to the presidency and, once their attempts failed, 
to undermine and overthrow his government galvanized people to join the 

solidarity movement. News about U.S. government and corporate interven 
tions received widespread coverage in leftist journals and newspapers as well 
as in some of the more mainstream media. In 1972 the journalist Jack Anderson 

published articles that detailed International Telephone and Telegraph's 
efforts to prevent Allende from taking office in 1970. In 1975 the U.S. Senate 
published the results of the Church Committee hearings on U.S. covert action 
in Chile. Coming on the heels of the Watergate scandal, the U.S. loss in 

Vietnam, and the antiwar movement, these revelations of the unscrupulous 
measures the U.S. government had employed against the UP government 
angered some people in this country and contributed to broadening the 

appeal of the solidarity movement. 

PHASE ONE: THE BEGINNINGS OF THE CHILE SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT 

It is in this context that the dedicated work of a small group of committed 
activists gave rise to the U.S. branch of the Chile solidarity movement in 

the early 1970s. An undetermined number of North Americans traveled to Chile 

during the UP years to witness and participate directly in the political struggle 
being waged there. Two of the North Americans who worked in Chile in sup 
port of the UP government were Charles Horman and Frank Teruggi, and they 
paid a very high price for their political involvement. Following the military 
coup in 1973, the Chilean military detained them, took them to the National 
Stadium, where roughly 7,000 Chileans and other foreign "subversives" were 
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also being held, and tortured and murdered them (Cleavy, 1997: 2). Charles 
Horman's murder and U.S. government complicity in his death were the sub 

ject of Costa-Gavras's widely acclaimed 1982 film Missing. Recently released 

State Department documents reveal the U.S. government's culpability in 

Horman's and Teruggi's deaths, a fact for which it has yet to take responsibil 

ity (Kornbluh, 2004: 275-322; New York Times, February 13, 2000). 
Some of the North Americans who lived in Chile during the UP years 

founded the Chile solidarity movement in the United States. Eric Leenson, an 

early member of the Chile solidarity movement, traveled to Chile in August 
1970, the recipient of a Fulbright scholarship. As a student activist, he "had been 
active in the antiwar movement and interested in Latin American politics and 

wanted to go to a country that was engaged in the process of social change" 
(interview, February 27, 2000) In contrast to the three other Fulbright scholars 

who went to Chile at the same time, Leenson did not spend much time in class, 
but he did learn a lot about politics. He "witnessed the amazing process of social 

change" that was transforming Chile. He returned to the United States in 1971 
"enthralled with the process [then taking place in Chile]" and "got involved 
with the beginnings of the solidarity movement." He subsequently helped to 
establish Non-intervention in Chile (NICH) in the San Francisco Bay area in 
1972. NICH, which was composed of both North Americans and Chileans who 

supported the UP government, also worked with people in New York, Wisconsin, 

Chicago, San Francisco, and Los Angeles. In April 1973 it sponsored a "New Chile" 

festival in San Francisco to educate people about what was going on in Chile 

and to build support for it. The event consisted of films, photographs, a poetry 

reading by Fernando Alegr?a, Chilean dances, and "revolutionary theater" 

(Punto Final, August 14, 1973). Leenson also wrote about Chile as part of his 
efforts to educate North Americans about the process being led by the UP gov 
ernment (see Farnsworth, Feinberg, and Leenson, 1973), and the report was 

included in the New Chile (NACLA Chile Project, 1972). 
Bob High, another founder of the Chile solidarity movement, went to Chile 

in the late 1960s to teach math. Once there he participated in the efforts to 
build socialism in Chile and stayed until the military coup ended the Popular 
Unity government. Because he supported the UP government, he was forced 
to flee Chile, so he returned to Berkeley, where he had been studying. When he 

returned, he worked with NICH to build solidarity with the Chilean resistance 
to dictatorship (Laird, 2004). 

As a college student, Steve Volk had participated in the civil rights movement 
and the anti-Vietnam war movement. In 1967, while he was in graduate school, 
he worked with NACLA (personal communication, September 12,2002). He 
went to Chile during the UP years and, along with other North Americans 
in Chile such as Charles Horman and Frank Teruggi, started the Fuente de 
Informaci?n Norteamericana (North American Source of Information?FIN). 
FIN translated articles from the U.S. media and distributed them on the streets 

of Santiago and to the Chilean press (Punto Final, August 3, 1973). Volk also 
submitted articles to the alternative press in the United States to inform peo 

ple about what was going on in Chile (interview, February 27,2000). After the 
coup he worked to expose the truth about what had happened to Teruggi and 

Horman and in the solidarity movement with Chile. Today he is a professor of 

history at Oberlin University, where he continues to educate people about Chile. 
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During both the Allende and Pinochet governments there was substantial 

U.S. media coverage of the situation in Chile. For example, Time magazine 
twice featured Allende's picture on its cover, followed by lengthy stories about 

Allende and the UP government (October 19, 1970, and September 24, 1973). 
Certainly, for the most part the mainstream media offered a rather negative and 

distorted image of Allende and the UP government. They labeled them 
"Marxists/' which in the context of the cold war meant that the public should 
consider them a threat, undemocratic, and the enemy. They inaccurately attrib 

uted the economic problems Chile was experiencing solely to the incompe 
tence of the UP and failed to report on U.S. government and corporate attempts 
to sabotage the economy and undermine the government (Morris, Mueller, and 

Jelin, 1974). Yet, when I recently reread some of this coverage I was struck by a 
more nuanced picture of Allende and the UP than I had expected. For example, 

although the 1970 Time magazine feature on Allende's presidential victory is 

replete with references to a "communist takeover" and the "last free elections" 
in Chile, it also included a surprisingly positive and humanizing interview 

with Allende, a discussion of the severe economic problems that plagued Chile, 
and reports of the widespread popular support that the UP government 
enjoyed. An April 1973 feature story on Chile and the UP government pub 
lished by National Geographic raised some of the typical U.S. government accu 

sations about economic chaos and the potential for some less-than-democratic 

policies on the part of the UP government, but it also highlighted the lack of 

censorship, the enthusiasm many Chileans expressed for the Allende govern 
ment, and the latter's support for democratic methods and procedures. By way 
of contrast, it is inconceivable that mainstream media today would carry a 

similar interview with Hugo Ch?vez. The early 1970s was a period of height 
ened anti-imperialism and anti-establishment sentiment in this country, and it 

is also possible, if not likely, that many activists who read the mainstream 

media did so skeptically. Instead of passively accepting the anti-Allende mes 

sage of the U.S. media, surely some readers inverted it. Thus, by reporting on 

political developments in Chile the mainstream media may have contributed 
to public knowledge of the Allende government and inadvertently generated 
some amount of sympathy with it that facilitated the efforts of the solidarity 

movement to generate interest in and solidarity with it.1 

Following the coup, Time, the New York Times, and the Washington Post, in 

addition to a host of other journals and magazines, published numerous arti 
cles on Chile, many of them focusing on repression in Pinochet's Chile, the 
lack of human or civil rights, torture, murder, and political prisoners. For exam 

ple, the cover of the September 24, 1972, Newsweek titled "Chile Under the 
Gun" featured a picture of Allende on the top half of the page and military 
personnel in helmets, one of them aiming a rifle, on the bottom. Although 
most of these publications had not offered a particularly positive picture of the 
UP government, they did convey a fairly negative image of the Pinochet 

regime by reporting on the political prisoners, the practice of torture, and the 
absence of democracy. Thus, the U.S. media contributed to making people 
aware of the highly repressive situation in Chile during the dictatorship and 
of the military's brutal abuse of human rights. 

Today, many political activists rapidly communicate their ideas and plans via 
the Internet. In the 1960s and 1970s progressive people turned to newspapers 
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or journals like the Guardian, the Nation, the Daily Worker, the Militant, 

Ramparts, and Monthly Review for news and analysis. Countless campus and 

community-run newspapers and radio stations across the country published 
or broadcast news about Chile and kept activists informed about the situation 
there. They also urged people to support the Allende government and, follow 

ing the coup, to protest U.S. support for the military regime in Chile, oppose 
the dictatorship, and, in many cases, support the resistance. 

NACLA: Report on the Americas (2002) wrote about Latin America in general 
and Chile in particular. Its combination of high-quality analysis with a call to 
action appealed to intellectual-activists. Probably more than any other U.S. 

journal, NACLA educated people in the United States about Chile. The 1972 
New Chile, mentioned earlier, detailed the efforts of the UP government to 

improve the Chilean people's quality of life, the measures the U.S. govern 
ment employed to undermine the Chilean economy, and the devastating 
effects U.S. policy was having on Chileans' standards of living. The second 
issue of Latin American Perspectives, entitled Blood on the Peaceful Road to Chile 
(1974), contained articles written by experts on Chile analyzing the politics of 
the UP government and the meaning of its defeat.2 

PHASE TWO: THE SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT 
RESPONDS TO THE COUP AND GROWS 

The coup transformed the movement from a small group of committed 

anti-imperialist activists to a larger movement that had a significant impact on 

the consciousness of broad sectors of the North American public. The military 
overthrow of the UP government elicited a spontaneous and outraged response 

throughout much of Latin America and Europe as well as in the United States 
and placed Chile at the top of many activists' political agendas. Globally, the 
response was both immediate and varied; it reflected the breadth of opposi 
tion to the end of the UP government. Many Latin American nations declared 
national days of mourning (NACLA Chile Project, 1973: 29). People through 
out the world took to the streets to demonstrate their repudiation of the newly 
installed military junta. In the days following the coup 250,000 people marched 
in Buenos Aires, and 100,000 demonstrated in Mexico City, where they burned 
the U.S. flag, as did 5,000 angry marchers in San Juan, Puerto Rico. Activists 
in Venezuela, Switzerland, Italy, and New York City firebombed offices of 
International Telephone and Telegraph because of its financial and political 
opposition to Allende (U.S. Senate, 1975: 11-13). Hundreds of thousands of 

people protested Allende's overthrow in Rome and Paris. By way of contrast, 
a much smaller number of demonstrators turned out to protest in the United 
States. Roughly 5,000 people marched in Boston, Chicago, Cleveland, Madison, 
Memphis, New York City, Pittsburgh, and San Francisco (Guardian, September 
26,1973; NACLA Chile Project, 1973). NACLA organized some 5,000 people to 
send telegrams to the embassies of Peru, Argentina, and Mexico "asking their 

governments to grant political asylum to Chilean refugees" (NACLA Latin 

America and Empire Report, 1973). 
Latin American solidarity organizations in the United States mobilized rap 

idly and strategically. Aware of the devastating impact that the coup would 
have in Chile as well as throughout Latin America, the Common Front for 
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Latin America (COFFLA), a Washington, DC-based solidarity organization, 
called on all national Latin American working groups to do three things: 
"(1) organize themselves and promote Non-intervention in Chile (NICH) 
coalitions for mobilizing short run impact activity; (2) open up quick communi 
cation with other groups nationally to coordinate concerted action, and (3) plan 
for a protracted campaign" (COFFLA, 1973). The work of these activists bore 
fruit; by the end of 1973 hundreds of groups around the country had taken up 
the Chilean cause. COFFLA, along with other solidarity groups, foresaw the 

possibility of a prolonged struggle against the Chilean dictatorship and real 
ized the need for national, coordinated actions; it understood the importance 
of an immediate response to the coup and the need to work with broader sec 

tors of the North American public, including influential individuals and mem 
bers of the U.S. Congress. 

INFLUENCING THE CONGRESSIONAL RESPONSE 

The U.S. Congress also responded quickly to the overthrow of the UP 

government in Chile. Led by liberal Democrats who were incensed by the 

Watergate scandal, outraged at Nixon's policies in Vietnam, and angered by 
the Nixon White House's actions against the democratic government in Chile, 
the U.S. Congress investigated and criticized the U.S. role in the demise of the 
Allende government (Cleavy, 1997:147; Forsythe, 1988:2).3 Human rights and 
Chile solidarity movement activists worked with members of Congress or 

their aides to educate them about the situation in Chile and the importance 
of integrating human rights into U.S. foreign policy (Cleavy, 1997: 147-149; 
Forsythe, 1988:125-126). 

In the House of Representatives, Congressman Michael Harrington (1973) 
issued an immediate, irate denunciation of U.S. government and corporate 
efforts to destabilize the Allende government. In late October, Congressman 

Harrington traveled to Chile to witness the situation there firsthand (Cleavy, 
1997:146). On September 20,1973, several Democratic congressmen introduced 
a resolution that called on President Nixon to "insure protection of human 

rights of all individuals, Chilean and foreign, as provided in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights" and "to publish as soon as possible the names 

of those being held in custody and the charges against them" (U.S. House of 
Representatives, 1973:1-2). 

Two senators in particular played significant roles in investigating and 

denouncing U.S. involvement in the overthrow of Allende: Edward Kennedy 
and Frank Church. Kennedy (1973a) decried the U.S. government's role in the 
overthrow of Allende. On September 13, 1973, two days after the military 
seized power in Chile, he expressed his "deep regret and concern ... at the 

tragedy unfolding in Chile where the overthrow of a democratically elected 

government is taking place. Whatever our personal views of the policies being 
undertaken by the government of President Allende, the overriding fact is that 
he was elected by a vote of the people of Chile." He further indicated his hope 
that "in Chile there will be the most rapid return to the rule of law" and called 

upon Henry Kissinger to testify before the Senate on "the role of the U.S. 
government in this incident." Kennedy also organized hearings in the Senate on 
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refugee and humanitarian problems in Chile. Adam and Patricia Garrett 

Schesch, North American graduate students who had been in Chile at the time 

of the coup, delivered powerful firsthand testimony during the hearings 
about the atrocities committed by the dictatorship. The Chilean military had 
arrested and held them incommunicado from September 14 to September 21, 

1973, in the National Stadium. They recounted to the U.S. Senate the physical 
abuses they had experienced and the beatings, torture, and execution of 

Chileans that they had witnessed (Schesch and Schesch, 1973). 
Senator Church organized lengthy hearings into the history of U.S. govern 

ment covert action in Chile and its role in the destabilization of the Allende 

government. The hearings documented the various tactics employed by the U.S. 

government since 1963 to intervene in and influence the outcome of the political 
process in Chile. This testimony, combined with letter and phone campaigns 

organized by the solidarity movement, helped to make human rights an issue 
on Capitol Hill (U.S. Senate, 1975). It also informed the U.S. public about many 
of the U.S. government dirty tricks and covert actions against the democrati 

cally elected government of Salvador Allende. This knowledge contributed to 

generating increased disapproval of the Pinochet regime and U.S. govern 
ment support for it and helped to place concern for human rights higher on 
the public and congressional agenda. 

In fact, congressional attention to human rights dates from the early 1970s 

and was sparked by reports of the abuses committed by the military dictator 

ship in Chile and evidence of U.S. complicity in the overthrow of Allende 

(Cleavy, 1997:146-147). The 1974 Harkin Amendment denied U.S. government 
aid to any nation "which engages in a consistent pattern of gross violations of 

internationally recognized human rights." Also in 1974, the Congress "placed 
a ceiling of $25 million on economic aid to Chile and banned new military 
assistance/' The impact of this legislation was muted by the fact that Secretary 
of State Henry Kissinger refused to implement it (Forsythe, 1988:102). 

REPRESSION IN CHILE, CHILEAN REFUGEES, 
AND THE SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT 

Internationally, the solidarity movement prioritized the campaign to release 
all political prisoners in Chile and to prevent their murder and disappearance 
by the Chilean military. This campaign simultaneously secured the freedom of 

prisoners and educated many people about the abuses committed by the mili 

tary regime. 
One of the most blatant abuses committed by the military dictatorship in 

Chile and the one for which it received some of the harshest criticism from the 
international community was its treatment (torture, imprisonment, murder, 
and disappearance) of Chileans (and foreigners) who had supported the UP 

government. The exact number of Chilean political prisoners is hard to ascer 

tain. According to the findings of an Amnesty International delegation that 

visited Chile November 1-8,1973, the Chilean military detained some 11,000 
to 15,000 people between September 11 and the end of October 1973 (Amnesty 
International, 1973:4). The National Coordinating Committee for Solidarity with 

Chile (1974), formed to coordinate the work of the different solidarity committees 
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that had developed after the coup, calculated that in January 1974 "18,000 

people remained in the military junta's prisons in Chile."4 The military regime 
imprisoned (or murdered or disappeared) these people because it wanted to 
isolate them from society and thus extinguish the voices of those who would 
be among its most effective critics. Understandably, then, it was reluctant to 

release the political prisoners into the national community, where they could 

organize against military rule. At the same time, the regime realized that the 

continued imprisonment of thousands of political prisoners undermined its 

efforts to counter claims made by the solidarity movement that it ruled by 

repression. Caught on the horns of a dilemma, in 1975 the regime issued Decree 
Law 504 in an attempt to repair its international image. "The law permitted 
political prisoners to apply to commute their sentences to exile provided other 

countries would accept them" (Eastmond, 1997: 43). While countries through 
out Latin America, notably Mexico and Venezuela, and Europe, both east and 

west, welcomed Chilean refugees, the U.S. government steadfastly refused to 

allow them into the country. In response, solidarity activists throughout the 

United States mounted national campaigns to pressure Congress to pass leg 
islation that would allow Chilean refugees to enter the country. 

In March 1975 approximately 38 solidarity organizations attended the 
National Chile Solidarity Conference in Chicago. For two days the delegates 
debated what work the national movement and individual committees should 

prioritize. The campaigns to free political prisoners and obtain support for 

refugees were high on the list of resolutions that emerged from the conference 

(James Green, personal communication, August 5, 2004). In May representa 
tives from 60 of the organizations that had attended the conference met and 
formed the National Co-ordinating Committee in Solidarity with Chile to carry 
out those resolutions (Chile Newsletter, 1974: 7). High on these activists' agenda 
was the campaign to pressure the U.S. government to allow Chileans into the 

country and to find individuals or institutions that would sponsor them once 

they arrived. 

Beginning in 1973 Kennedy (1973b: 47) and others called for the U.S. govern 
ment to "provide asylum and resettlement opportunities under appropriate 
provisions of the immigration and nationality act to a reasonable number of 

political refugees." Despite these efforts and the demands of the Chile solidar 

ity movement, the U.S. government refused to offer entry to Chilean refugees 
until 1975, at which time it agreed to accept 400 Chilean refugees and their 
families.5 (Canada had already welcomed 2,000.) According to one administra 
tion official, the United States "did not move earlier to receive large numbers 

of Chilean refugees because it did not wish to encumber its relations with 
the Santiago Government" (New York Times, June 14, 1975). Given the Nixon 
administration's involvement in the military coup, it is also probable that the 

government did not want to allow the victims and critics of its policies into the 
country. Furthermore, since Chileans were refugees fleeing a right-wing gov 
ernment, not a leftist one, the movement challenged the U.S. government's 
association of refugee status with those it considered victims of communism. 

To obtain entry into the United States, Chileans needed private sponsors. 
The U.S. government did not offer federal assistance to the Chileans who 
entered the country as refugees (technically speaking, the status of Chileans 
was "parolees"), although it did so for the Indochinese refugees who were 
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arriving at that time (Eastmond, 1997: 46). As a result, one central activity of 

the solidarity movement was to locate people or institutions that would spon 
sor Chileans. Churches in the United States played a critical role in securing 
people who would sponsor the refugees. In Chicago, the Chilean Refugee 
Support Committee published a fact sheet that offered information to families 

willing to sponsor refugees by providing housing, a job, and sufficient money 
to tide the family over until it was self-supporting. Of the 400 families that the 

U.S. government allowed to enter the country about 75 were channeled through 
the Lutheran Council, and more than 30 families settled in the Chicago area 

(Chilean Refugee Support Committee, n.d.). 
Doris Strieter and Reverend Thomas Strieter of Grace Lutheran Church in 

Glen Ellyn, Illinois (a suburb of Chicago), were instrumental in securing the 

entry of Chilean refugees and in finding sponsors for them (Doris Strieter, 
interview, Chicago, November 25, 2002). As the letters and files that Doris 
Strieter has kept attest, the refugees arrived because of the repeated efforts 

that she and others made. Her files contain letters that she or her husband 

wrote to the U.S. embassy in Santiago inquiring, for example, why Pedro 

Cano, a political prisoner, and Aurora Posada, a former political prisoner and 

Cano's wife, had not been released and sent to the United States (Strieter, 

1976). Doris and Tom Strieter wrote to Illinois Senator Adlai Stevenson, who 
in turn wrote to the State Department to ask about the status of Chileans that 

the church was willing to sponsor (Stevenson, 1976). Their efforts met with 
success, and Chilean refugees, including Aurora Posada and Pedro Cano, began 
to arrive in Chicago in 1976. 

In an unpublished memoir of her early years as a refugee in the United 
States written in the form of letters to her family back in Chile, Aurora 
Posada (1976) recounts how important the solidarity of North Americans 
was to her when she first arrived. During the plane ride from Santiago to the 
United States, she says, "the insecurity [I felt] made me go to the bathroom 
so many times! Between the comings and goings, I began to feel claustro 

phobic and asked myself what would happen if nobody was waiting for us." 

Luckily, when she arrived in Chicago, Doris and Tom Strieter were waiting 
for her with a big sign that read "Cano-Posada" and "a bunch of roses and 

warm welcoming hugs." 
The Chilean refugees had a significant political and emotional impact on 

the North Americans with whom they came into contact. Despite the enor 

mous sense of defeat, loss, trauma, and dislocation that most Chilean exiles 

experienced upon leaving Chile and arriving in the United States, combined 
with the alienation produced by being in the country that had played such a 

large part in overthrowing the government they had supported, many of the 
Chilean refugees worked actively to maintain their families, build new com 

munities, continue their political work, and adjust to a new and challenging 
culture and society. Many of them told the families and congregations that 

sponsored them about the UP government's efforts to improve the standard 

of living of the poor and of the brutal torture and imprisonment that so many 
of them had suffered. As a result of their presence and their testimony, many 
North Americans learned directly what the U.S. government had done in Chile 

and the misery its actions had caused many Chileans. As one sponsor wrote, 
"The Chilean experience is sensitizing us to repression and human need in a 
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much more personal way than could ever be known by writing out a check for 

charity" (LIRS Bulletin, 1976: 4). 
The Chileans who arrived in the United States formed part of the transna 

tional exodus instituted by the dictatorship. It is estimated that "between 1973 
and 1988 two hundred thousand men, women, and children, nearly two percent 
of Chile's population, left Chile" (Wright and O?ate, 1998:149): 

Mass exile was key to the armed forces' objectives of gaining and holding abso 
lute, uncontested control over Chile. Yet exile turned out to be a double-edged 
sword; although it removed the bulk of the active left from the country, it also 

gave regime opponents the means to disseminate their message throughout the 
world and mount a vigorous campaign to deny the military regime the legiti 
macy it sought. 

Thus, the political exiles helped shape global political consciousness about 
Chile, and their commitment to ending the dictatorship energized the interna 
tional solidarity movement. 

One hundred exiles and their families took up residence in the Bay Area. 
Father Cuchulain Moriarity welcomed scores of Chileans to his parish, the 
Sacred Heart Church, and his city, San Jose, California. He helped form the 

Chilean Refugee Support Committee, whose first job was to find housing for 
the political refugees (Chile Newsletter, 1976: 8). These new arrivals swelled the 
ranks of the local solidarity committees and infused the movement with energy 
and spirit. Through their personal testimony, they conveyed to many North 
Americans both the value of the Allende years and the brutality of military rule 
(Eastmond, 1997: 46-47). 

Initially, the scattering of exiled Chileans over much of the world led to a 
certain dispersion of forces, but the refugees converted their diaspora into 

strength. Once the left parties had reconstituted themselves, both abroad and 

in Chile, they led international campaigns in which the exiles played central 
roles. For example, in May 1978 the dictatorship released some of the political 

prisoners who were still in Chilean jails. On May 22, 1978, 200 Chileans in 
five different cities in Chile initiated a hunger strike to demand the release 
of all the political prisoners and the return of the disappeared. Nine hundred 

exiles in 21 countries and 73 cities in Europe, Latin America, and North 
America joined them, and the solidarity movement backed their efforts (Chile 
Democr?tico, 1978: 5). 

People in 18 U.S. cities participated in hunger strikes or held vigils (Chile 
Newsletter, 1978A: 4). In Chicago, five Chilean refugees, former political pris 
oners, joined the hunger strike. Reflecting the strong support that the Lutheran 
Church had offered them, they carried out their protest in Resurrection 
Lutheran Church (Chicago Tribune, June 5, 1978). Nery Barrientos, one of the 

hunger strikers, said that they wanted "public recognition for the hunger 
strike in Chile and information from the Chilean government of what hap 

pened to 2,500 of our fellow citizens who have disappeared" (Chicago Tribune, 
June 6,1978). 

In San Francisco, Chileans from various parties and members of the solidar 

ity movement carried out a hunger strike in St. Mark's Church, one of the 
main Catholic churches in the city. They attended mass on Sunday and, as part 
of the service, told the congregation about their own experiences and the fate 
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of the disappeared. Many in the congregation had never before met people 
who had been tortured or talked about the disappeared and were profoundly 
moved by this experience. Not only did the Chilean refugees capture the 
attention and sympathy of the members of St. Mark's Church but the media 

coverage of their activities allowed a large number of people in the Bay Area 
to hear survivors talk about the crimes committed by the Pinochet dictator 

ship. The hunger strikes were suspended 17 days after they began, when the 
Pinochet dictatorship pledged to the Catholic Church in Chile that it would 
turn over information on each of the 2,500 disappeared persons?a promise it 
never kept (Chile Democr?tico, 1978). 

The refugees strengthened the solidarity movement, educated many North 

Americans about the cruel reality of dictatorship, and provided a concrete 

example of the social values of collectivity and solidarity that the Chilean left 
had cherished. However, it would be romantic to ignore the real tensions and 

problems that were an integral part of the Chilean left and, as a result, of the 

solidarity movement as well. Most of the political refugees, the majority of 

whom were men, were militants or sympathizers of a leftist party in Chile. 

The political differences among the diverse parties that had defined the UP 

period were carried over to exile and strongly affected the solidarity move 

ment. Two main poles defined the Chilean left during the 1970s, both inside 
and outside Chile. On one side were the Communist Party and sectors of 

the Socialist Party, and on the other were the bulk of the Socialist Party, the 
Movimiento de Izquierda Revolucionaria (Movement of the Revolutionary 
Left?MIR), and other smaller left parties that had belonged to the UP coali 
tion. Each tendency generated its own (and sometimes joint) campaigns, orga 
nizations, activities, literature, and coalitions. In many instances, the solidarity 
movement reflected and replicated many of the political struggles and divi 

sions that characterized the Chilean left. Chileans and members of the solidar 

ity movement alike debated which party's politics had facilitated the military 
overthrow of the UP government, what would have happened if its party's 
politics had been fully supported and implemented, the nature of the military 
dictatorship (was it fascist or not?), and the priorities of the solidarity move 

ment. As a result, attempts to build unity among Chilean refugees and differ 
ent solidarity groups often failed; work was weakened by people's inability 
to work together; and the solidarity movement expended some of its energy 
on fruitless debate instead of on work to end the dictatorship. Many of these 

debates and the atmosphere of hostility and mutual recriminations that they 

generated frequently alienated potential supporters, prevented the formation 
of unified organizations, and made impossible the development of plans of 

action. In short, they undercut the effectiveness of the work. At the same time, 
the very intensity of these discussions indicated the passion that the partici 

pants brought to their politics and charged the work they engaged in with an 

urgency that was compelling to some who came in contact with them. 

Personal politics and gendered practices also had a debilitating effect on the 
movement. Many of the male refugees, whether single or married, engaged in a 

series of romantic or sexual relationships with female North American activists. 

Their behavior often led to jealousy, divorce, and abuse, which alienated some 

in the movement. Some of the male refugees took advantage of their image 
as militant revolutionaries, living Che Guevaras, to seduce North American 
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women. One of these told women he was interested in sexually that he had 

been severely tortured, electricity had been applied to his genitals, and, as a 

result, he feared that he was impotent. According to Pedro Matta, who recounted 

this story about the exile, "the woman then assumed it was her responsibility 
to cure this guy's impotence. You can imagine what happened next!" (inter 
view, December 28,1998). 

In addition, North Americans did not always sustain their commitments to 

the individual refugees who arrived in the United States or to the struggle 
against the military dictatorship in Chile. When the refugees first arrived, the 
U.S. government authorized them to work but did not issue them a green card 
or a residence visa, which meant that jobs were either hard to find or paid very 
little. As a result, after the initial period of sponsorship ended, financial diffi 

culties plagued many of the exiles. One former refugee recently remembered 
that when his baby son was sick, neither he nor his wife, also a former political 
prisoner, had enough money to buy the medicine they needed to help him. 
Fearful of what could happen to his son, he went to a local store and stole the 
medicine he needed (interview, Chicago, March 2, 2007). On another level, 

revolutionary movements in Central America in the late 1970s and during the 
1980s inspired a huge outpouring of solidarity and opposition to U.S. military 
intervention among progressive people in the United States. The hopes that 

these movements inspired and the pull they exerted on activists in the United 
States, while completely understandable and laudable, effectively decreased 

solidarity with Chile and undercut the movement. 

Despite these weaknesses, the presence of the Chilean refugees strengthened 
the solidarity movement because it brought the commitment and vision of 
Chilean leftists and an understanding of the sufferings caused by the dictator 

ship into the lives, homes, and meetings of many North Americans. It inspired 
them to act against the dictatorship and, in some cases, to support the Chilean 
resistance. 

SOLIDARITY CAMPAIGNS 

During the 1970s, the Chile solidarity movement organized a series of cam 

paigns and activities that targeted different audiences and had different goals. 
In addition to the campaigns to release the political prisoners and to allow 
refugees to enter the country, the movement also worked to secure the return of 
the disappeared. To publicize the cases, different solidarity organizations, often 
in conjunction with Amnesty International, developed presentations, posters, 
informational packets, and letter-writing campaigns to demand freedom for 
the political prisoners or the return of the disappeared. For example, in 1977 

Amnesty International issued a 34" by 22" poster with the title "Desaparecidos: 
Will These Chileans Ever See Their Families Again?" The poster contained the 
pictures and names of 36 Chileans and brief descriptions of their occupations. 
It humanized the disappeared by showing what they looked like and saying 

what they did; it also made evident the diversity of the people the mili 
tary had arrested. Above all, it called on viewers to take action to save these 

people's lives. 
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One of the more successful and unifying national campaigns was the effort 
to keep the Chilean ship Esmeralda out of U.S. ports. The campaign unified the 
different political tendencies that composed the solidarity movement. Members 
of the Chilean Navy had tortured some of those it considered its political oppo 
nents on the Esmeralda following the coup. In June 1974 the Esmeralda attempted 
to dock in San Francisco. However, the International Longshoreman and 

Warehouse Union refused to let it enter the harbor and forced it to go to the 
Alameda Naval Yard (FBI, 1974a). As part of the campaign to repudiate the 
Esmeralda, known as "the torture ship," and to intensify pressure on the junta, 
members of the solidarity movement, who identified themselves as "Concerned 
Residents of the Bay Area," went to the Chilean consulate in San Francisco on 

June 19,1974. There they demanded to see the consul, "protested the arrival of 
the Esmeralda, [and] condemned the U.S. government's support of the illegal 
Chilean regime." Their leaflet called for "an end to U.S. aid to the Junta, free 
dom for all political prisoners, the opening of the U.S. borders to Chilean refu 
gees and support of the Chilean resistance to the Junta" (FBI, 1974b). 

Activists hung a huge banner from the Golden Gate Bridge that proclaimed 
in large letters "?Junta No!" A flotilla of 10 boats sailed out to meet but not 

welcome the Esmeralda, and some 500 people protested the presence of the boat 
in the Alameda Naval Yard. The hostility they generated was so intense that 
the U.S. government moved the previously scheduled soccer game between 

pro-military Chileans living in the Bay Area and members of the Chilean Navy 
to Treasure Island, a navy enclave where security was tight (Chile Newsletter, 

1974B). In an example of a unified national campaign, activists continued to 

protest the Esmeralda across the country and through the years. In Portland the 
Committee to Protest the Visit of the Chilean Torture Ship Esmeralda demon 
strated at the dock when it arrived there (Oregon Journal, July 1,1974). In June 
1976 the Baltimore Chilean Solidarity Group demonstrated at Pier 3 when the 
Esmeralda arrived (FBI, 1976). 

A few months later the Chilean government demonstrated just how serious 
a threat it considered the Chile solidarity movement. On September 21, 1976, 

members of the Chilean secret police detonated a bomb in Washington, D.C., 
in the car carrying the former defense minister of defense and ambassador to 
the United States Orlando Letelier, Ronnie Karpen Moffit, who worked with 
Letelier at the Institute for Policy Studies, and Michael Moffit, her husband.6 
The bomb killed Letelier and Ronnie Karpen Moffit; Michael Moffit miracu 
lously survived. The double assassination shocked and horrified large num 

bers of North Americans. (Ironically, given Pinochet's close alliance with the 
U.S. government, this was the first and is still the only terrorist action by a 

foreign government inside the United States.) 

Upon hearing the news, scores of people gathered in front of the Chilean 

embassy in Washington in "stricken silence." In the next few days, "militant 

demonstrations took place in New York, San Francisco and all around the 

country" (Chile Newsletter, 1976). On September 26, 5,000 people, many wear 

ing black armbands, marched to the spot where Letelier and Moffit had been 

murdered, chanting "?Chile S?, Junta No!" (Daily World, September 28,1976). 
The Washington Chile Solidarity Movement held a memorial service in con 

junction with the Letelier and Moffit families in St. Matthew's Cathedral. 
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Hortensia Bussi de Allende, the widow of Salvador Allende, and leaders of the 
UP from Mexico and Europe attended (Chile Newsletter, 1976). Since the mur 
der took place only 14 days after the third anniversary of the coup, it crystal 
lized and refocused many people's repudiation of the dictatorship. 

The solidarity movement did not just respond to horrific acts of murder but 
also worked on a day-to-day basis to oppose the dictatorship. In addition to 

campaigns to free the political prisoners, it also raised money to support their 
families and to finance resistance to the dictatorship. One of NICH's main 

slogans was "Chile: Active Resistance Demands Active Solidarity." To popu 
larize this slogan and generate more support for those fighting against the 

dictatorship, NICH sold copies of a multicolored poster with this slogan and 

drawings of four Chileans: a male peasant, a male worker, a housewife, and a 

young woman carrying the Chilean flag (Chile Newsletter, 1977:1). 
Solidarity organizations in Europe and the United States distributed names 

of people taken from the pages of the Santiago phone book and asked people 
to write to them and express their feelings about the junta (Wright and O?ate, 
1998:152). In the Bay Area, NICH launched the "Letters to Chile" campaign, 

which called on people to write to people in Chile to "give information about 
the activities of the solidarity movement" and to send them "reproductions of 
literature produced by the resistance" (Chile Newsletter, 1977: 7). In 1976, 

Melinda Power, an activist in the solidarity movement, worked in a San 
Francisco bank that carried out numerous international transactions. Inspired 

by this campaign, she often added a personal note to the official correspon 
dence she mailed to banks in Chile. It would be interesting to know how the 

banking personnel in Chile responded to official bank mail from San Francisco 
that included the demands "?No a la junta!" and "?Libertad para los presos 

pol?ticos! (Freedom for all political prisoners) (interview, Chicago, March 3, 
2000). The military junta took the campaign seriously. The Chile Newsletter 
(1977: 7) reported, "the Junta has claimed that "millions of dollars are spent on 

destroying letters [sent by solidarity activists] every month and has hysteri 
cally demanded that recipients immediately turn them [the letters] over to the 
authorities." 

CHILEAN CULTURAL PERFORMANCES AND SOLIDARITY 

Cultural events played a significant role in the Chile solidarity movement. 

Drawing on the rich artistic resources of the Chilean left, the movement was 

characterized by vibrant cultural activities. In the years following the coup, 
Chilean musicians toured the country as part of the worldwide effort to 

increase pressure on the military junta. Since the late 1960s Chilean musicians 
had been part of the Nueva Canci?n (New Song) movement. Musicians and 

groups identified with this movement such as Victor Jara, Inti-Illimani, 
Quilapay?n, Patricio Manns, Los Jaivas, Illapu, and Violetta, Isabel, and Angel 
Parra were committed to their people's struggle for social justice. They drew 
on popular culture and images, used indigenous and European instruments 
and melodies, and integrated their own political experiences and vision to 

produce high-quality music that had broad appeal (Broughton and Ellingham, 
2000: 363-374). 
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After the coup, the Chilean military arrested, tortured, and murdered Victor 

Jara. Inti-Illimani and Quilapay?n were both in Europe at the time of the coup 
and thus escaped persecution. Artists like Patricio Manns escaped Chile, and 

when Illapu was performing abroad the dictatorship prohibited it from return 

ing to Chile. Inti-Illimani and Quilapay?n tirelessly dedicated their prodigious 
musical talents to the international struggle against the Pinochet dictatorship. 
For the next 10 years, they performed almost daily in activities sponsored by 
different solidarity committees in Europe, Latin America, and North America 

(Broughton and Ellingham, 2000:368). Their concerts, which included speeches 
and calls to action, routinely attracted large numbers of people. During their 

performances, the musicians educated people about the repressive nature of 

the dictatorship, encouraged people to take action against it, and raised money 
to fund the campaigns to release political prisoners or to support the resistance. 

In February 1979, 3,000 people attended a Quilapay?n concert in Chicago 
held in honor of Victor Jara. Studs Terkel, Ed Asner, Joan Jara (Victor Jara's 

widow), and the exiled South African poet Dennis Brutus spoke at the event. 

The event, which was organized by the Chicago Committee to Save Lives in 
Chile, ended, as many of them did, with the chant "?El pueblo unido jam?s 
ser? vencido! (The people united will never be defeated!). The Chicago Sun 
Times (February 26,1974) covered the event. 

Many North Americans also donated their musical talents to building soli 

darity with the anti-Pinochet struggle. In September 1976, Joan Baez head 

lined a New York City concert/program to raise money for human rights in 

Chile. The National Coordinating Center in Solidarity with Chile, which was 
the New York City-based national office for the U.S. Chile solidarity move 

ment and official liaison with Chile Democr?tico in Rome, and the Chile 
Committee for Human Rights sponsored the event. In the program for the 

concert Baez said that she had come to New York "to raise my voice in song 
as my attempt to use beauty and love as a weapon against terror. Free every 

political prisoner immediately!" She also called on the U.S. government to 

"cease [its] involvement with the puppet government of Chile, and take a 

great step towards justice." 
Probably the North American singer most identified with the Chile solidar 

ity movement is Holly Near. She both composed songs about Chile and toured 

with Inti-Illimani. Near (personal communication, October 24, 2002) recalls 

that she first heard about Chile and Chilean music when she did a concert 
with Phil Ochs and Daniel Vigiletti in Glide Memorial Church in San Francisco 
in the early 1970s. A short time later, a woman's group in San Francisco that 

conducted letter-writing campaigns to try and find women missing in Chile 

asked her to sing at an event, and she wrote a song for it. "That song became 
a song I sang for many years, 'Hay Una Mujer Desaparecida.' 

... I would 

always talk about what was currently going on in Chile. Sometimes we car 

ried petitions or invited groups to have tables out in the lobby so people could 
learn more or become active." Near believes that her music helped to educate 

North Americans. "Learning about Chile politicized many people and led 

them to a global consciousness." 
Other North Americans worked to distribute Chilean music. In 1969 Barbara 

Dane and Irwin Silber founded Pared?n Records (Barbara Dane, interview, 
November 25, 2002). Over the next 11 years, the label released 50 titles that 
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captured "the worldwide struggle for economic, racial, and social justice and 

national liberation of the mid-twentieth century" (http://www.folkways.si. 

edu/paredonlist.htm). It and Monitor Records, founded in 1956, were the 

primary U.S. distributors for Chilean music. Pared?n Records released and 
sold roughly 5,000 copies each of Chile: Songs for the Resistance and Chile: The 

Siege of Santa Mar?a de Iquique. The records included educational booklets that 
offered the reader historical background, political action, and a list of organi 
zations to contact related to the subject of each record (Barbara Dane, inter 

view, November 25, 2002; Irwin Silber, interview, December 4,2002). 

CONCLUSION 

The Chile solidarity movement continued to work until the defeat of the 

dictatorship and the 1989 presidential election that brought Christian Democrat 
Patricio Aylwin and the Concertaci?n to power in 1990. Although by that time 
the number of committed activists had greatly diminished, the call to bring 
those accused of committing human rights abuses to trial continued to resonate 

among many North Americans. The 1998 arrest of General Pinochet in London 

sparked both joy and renewed activism as people across the country repudi 
ated the dictator and demanded that he and the other members of the Chilean 

military responsible for the torture and murder of thousands and thousands of 
Chileans and non-Chileans finally be brought to trial. The nearly uniform con 

demnation of Pinochet reflected the long-term impact of the 1970s Chile soli 

darity movement. 

This response reveals the extent to which the Chile solidarity movement 
was successful both tangibly and in shaping people's consciousness. Although 
it took much longer than many had anticipated, the Pinochet dictatorship did 
end, and the international solidarity movement contributed to ending it. The 

movement saved the lives of many Chileans and secured the release of thou 

sands of political prisoners. Although exile was uniformly difficult, the pres 
ence of supportive and caring people helped to ease the very painful transition 
that the refugees faced. 

By learning about Chile many North Americans learned about the negative 
role that their government played in Latin America. Today, Chile serves as a 
case study of the destructive results of U.S. intervention in the domestic affairs 
of another nation. The solidarity movement made the name "Pinochet" syn 
onymous with death, repression, and torture. When many North Americans 
think of dictatorship in Latin America, they think of Pinochet. The Chile soli 

darity movement promoted the integration of human rights discourse in 

Congress; legislation such as the 1974 Harkin Amendment is a direct result of 

congressional opposition to what the U.S. government did in Chile. 

Certainly one of the major victories of the Chile solidarity movement was 

the above-mentioned arrest of Pinochet in London in October 1998. His arrest 

reflects the tenacity of the solidarity movement and its ability to communicate 

clearly to the people of the world the human rights abuses carried out by the 
military dictatorship in Chile. As the former political refugee Pedro Matta 
pointed out, the Chile solidarity movement "made the macabre crimes com 
mitted by the dictatorship known to the world, which inspired indignation, 
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the echo of which is felt today [with the arrest of Pinochet]" (interview, Santiago, 
January 17, 2000). 

Although the Chile solidarity movement achieved these victories, it did 
not obtain all its goals. Many members shared the political beliefs of the 
Chilean left, with whom they worked closely. They wanted to defeat the 

military regime and restore a socialist government. Instead, the neoliberal 
economic policies imposed by the dictatorship took hold and transformed 
Chile economically, politically, socially, and culturally. Years of exile, the mur 

der of many of the left's leading cadres, a powerful sense of loss and defeat, 
the triumphalist spirit of capitalism, the collapse of the Soviet bloc, and the 

waning appeal of Marxism all signaled that the era in which the UP had tri 

umphed was over. Thus, the ending of the Pinochet dictatorship did not lead 
to socialism in Chile and a resurgence of the Chilean left, outcomes that had 

been the dream and even the expectation of much of the solidarity movement 

through the 1970s. 

Despite these failures, the movement brought many North Americans into 

direct contact with the Latin American reality, a process that changed many 

people and their political outlooks. One way to recognize the enormous 

impact that Chile had on many North Americans is to ask ourselves when we 

first learned to use the word compa?ero. For many, I suspect, it was contact 
with the Chilean process that not only taught many North Americans a new 
word but also helped us to understand the politics and vision it embodied. 

NOTES 

1. See the Christian Century, Commonweal, the Nation, the New York Times, or the Washington Post. 

2. Subsequent issues discussed the impact of neoliberalism on Chilean society, the workers' 
movement, and the economy as well as the politics of the Concertaci?n governments that have 

ruled Chile since 1990. 
3. The December 1973 publication of Seymour Hersh's articles revealing that the CIA had 

conducted domestic spying operations further soured relations between members of Congress, 
some of whom had been targets of the surveillance, and the Nixon administration. 

4. In November 2004 the Chilean government released the Informe Valech, which lists the 

names of 27,255 political prisoners arrested during the Pinochet dictatorship, 94 percent of whom 
were tortured. A copy of the report can be found at http://www.gobiemodechile.cl/comision_ 

valech/index.asp#Map. 
5. This number grew when "200 Chilean refugees [plus their families] later arrived from 

Argentina following the coup d'?tat that took place there in [in 1976]" (Pedro Matta, interview, 
Santiago, July 17,2000). While many leftists left Chile, many others remained there and worked 
in the clandestine resistance to the dictatorship or in the human rights organizations. 

6. Orlando Letelier because the target of the DINA (National Intelligence Directorate), the 
Chilean secret police, because his connections with the diplomatic corps and the U.S. public 
allowed him to promote opposition to the Pinochet dictatorship. 
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