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Inbound tourists doubled while domestic
tripled

Al Baleed Resort set for summer launch
with ramped-up Omani workforce

Oman Sail’s Ali Ambusaidi on ASAF
Youth Cup jury
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INBOUND TOURISTS DOUBLED
WHILE DOMESTICTRIPLED

TRAVEL ECONOMY: The number of hotel rooms surged to 14,862
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MUSCAT: Towards facilitating a proper assessment
of the impact of tourism in the Sultanate’s economy;,
the National Centre for Statistics and Information
(NCSI) has published a bulletin showing the
Sultanate’s tourism
2005-2014.

Despite instability in some regions, the Middle

indicators over the period

E:

attracting 2 million additional travellers taking the

t saw a 4 per cent rise in visitors in 2014,

total visitors to 50 million, the report said in its
introduction.

Inbound visitors to the Sultanate have doubled
over the decade 2005-2014 while domestic tourists
more than tripled. If Oman is to increase tourism’s
contribution to the GDP, it must actively seek
to attract more inbound tourists and from more
diverse markets. Given the current geopolitical
climate, the Sultanate must not only market itself
as a safe and tranquil destination, but also compete
with other GCC states that are looking to boost
their own share of tourism revenues, the NCSI
bulletin noted.

The number of inbound tourists visiting the
Sultanate has grown by around 40 per cent every
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half decade. The total number of visitors stood at
1.1 million in 2005, 1.5 million in 2010 and 2.1
million in 2014. As for the reasons for travelling,
visiting friends and relatives was the major one at
38.7 per cent, followed by leisure and recreation,
which accounted for 34.3 per cent while 18.7 per
cent visited Oman for business purposes.

The relative share of inbound tourism in the
leisure and recreation segment has been stagnant
for the past four years ended 2014 at around 34
per cent, which is down from 47 per cent logged
in 2010.

The total number of same-day visitors increased
by 9 per cent to 578,876 visitors in 2014 compared
with prior year, but exhibited less growth than the
period between 2012 and 2013, exhibiting a 12 per
cent rise from 472,805 visitors to 531,096 visitors.

In the period 2011-2012, the rise was even
higher at 26 per cent, with figures increasing from

374,658 to 472,805. Since 2005, the total number of

inbound tourists has been growing by an average
7.4 per cent.
Inbound tourism reached RO

250.9 million in 2014, marking a 10.4 per cent

expenditure

increase over RO 227.3 million in 2013 while the
average expenditure per visitor rose to RO 119.6 in
2014, logging a significant growth of 31 per cent
compared to 2009 when total expenditure per
visitor stood at RO 91.10.

Around 72.4 per cent of all visitors stayed more
than one night, with the remaining 27.6 per cent
being same-day visitors. Other GCC nationals
accounted for the majority of visitors at 45.8 per
cent, followed by visitors from Asian countries at
22.6 per cent, and those from Europe at 19.2 per
cent.

Arab nationals made up 6.2 per cent while
visitors from other nations had a share of 6.2
per cent, mostly the Americas and Oceanians.
Overnight stays totalled 11.3 million nights, with
an average of 7.4 nights per tourist

Hotel and hotel apartments served 46.6 per
cent of all overnight tourists while 36.4 per cent of
arrivals stayed with relatives or friends. Furnished
flats accounted for 4 per cent. Out of the 2.1 million
visitors in 2014, as many as 1.3 million visitors, or
62.3 per cent were males and 0.8 million, or 37.7
per cent, were females.

However, the share of the tourism industry in
Oman’s GDP diminished to 2.2 per cent in 2014
from 2.3 per cent in 2005.

Overnight visitors surged from 891 to 1,519,
even as average nights spent by visitors increased
from 5.0 to 7.4 during the same period. The total
number of nights spent by the tourists went up
from 4.41 million in 2005 to 11.28 million in 2014.
Same-day visitors on the other hand numbered 579
in 2014 as against 211 in 2005.

Meanwhile, the Sultanate
outbound visitors over the period, from over 2.49

saw an increase in

million visitors to 4.72 million visitors. Among
them same-day visitors numbered nearly 1.37
million in 2014 as against 478,000 logged in 2005.
Further, while an outbound tourist spend on
average RO 115.4 in 2005, the amount declined
to RO 87.7 by 2014. Total outbound tourism
expenditure registered a significant growth to
reach RO 414.4 million as against RO 287.9 million
in 2005.

Domestic tourism expenditure on the other
hand increased to RO 971.1 million from RO 291.5
million in 2005.

The
period to 287 from 161 while hotel rooms surged
to 14,862 from 8,132. Hotel revenues rose to RO
216.5 million from RO 78.1 million while hotel

number of hotels increased over the

guests increased from 1.4 million to 2.4 million
over the period. Occupancy rate however showed
not much growth with average occupancy in 2005
and 2014 standing at 47 per cent and 49.2 per cent
respectively. — ONA
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Al Baleed Resort set for summer launch

with ramped-up Omani workforce

OMANIZATION: Anantara will be offering pre-opening training programmes to Omanis in their resorts across Thailand

STAFF REPORTER
MUSCAT

April 2: ‘This summer, Anantara
Hotels, Resorts & Spas is set to deliver
its indigenous-inspired hospitality to
Salalah and with that, have employed
over 70 local Omanis to make up the
pre-opening roster. As the resort’s launch
date draws closer, Al Baleed Resort
Salalah by Anantara continue to expand
their team of professionals by adding a
growing number of Omani nationals,

Al Baleed Resort Salalah by Anantara

have employed over 50 per cent of
ploy P

the 140-person strong team from the
local community and aim to keep this
high percentage when they reach their
full manning of 314 over the next few
months.

The resort will be employing Omanis
not only to assist with hospitality roles
such as housekeeping and concierge, but
also to help with on-site activities and
tour programmes.

To support the Omanis in their new
roles, Anantara will be offering pre-
opening training programmes in their
resorts across Bangkok, Phuket, Samui
and Chiang Rai to offer employees the
opportunity to hone their skills and
improve by training in their respective
departments prior to the resort’s opening
this summer.

Al Baleed Resort Salalah by
Anantara have employed
over 50 per cent of the
140-person strong team
from the local community
and aim to keep this high
percentage when they reach
their full manning of 314
over the next few months.

Dr Mohamed al Barwani, Founder
and Chairman of MB Holding/Musstir,
comments: “The resort is making great

progress towards its opening date during g

the Khareef season and we are pleased
with the initial interest and support from
the Dhofar community. We wanted to
develop a resort that will help attract
luxury travellers to Salalah and the
progress shows that we are on track to
achieve our goal."

Omran’s Chief Operating Officer Ali
al Rashi commented: “With our partner
in construction, Carillon Alawi and with
the support of the Royal Oman Police,
local municipality and utility suppliers
we are sure that this hotel will now open
fully licensed for Khareef 2016 adding

The entrance of Al Baleed Resort Salalah byAngnl'ala, s

the first high end, luxury beach resort
hotel to the Salalah and Dhofar region,
adjoins the Al Baleed world heritage
attraction.”

The COO added: “With the recently
announced growth in tourist arrivals
to Oman, Omran and its partner
Mohammed Barwani are sure that this
beach hotel will drive further premium
tourism into the region. The new world
class Salalah airport is ready, the hotel
will also be ready for the influx of
Khareef visitors and then the winter sun
tourists from Europe”

James Hewitson, General Manager of
Al Baleed Resort Salalah by Anantara,
said: “We are delighted with the level
of interest to join the pre-opening team
from the local labour force here in
Salalah which has given us a great base
to start with and shows the commitment
of the people of Dhofar to support this
iconic resort in order to deliver a new
level of luxury to the destination. We
are also working with several local
businesses who will provide tours and
excursions to the many wonderful sites
and attractions that Salalah has to offer.
The resort will provide employment
and support to the business community
by attracting guests to Salalah that will
have the disposable income to really
encourage growth in the leisure sectors.”
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This is the first time an Omani judge has been
appointed to officiate in an international event

Oman Sail’s Ali Ambusaidi
on ASAF Youth Cup jury

MUSCAT: One of Oman Sail’s first ever
recruits Ali bin Hamed Ambusaidi has been
given international recognition for his work
as a race official by being appointed to the
jury of the Asian Sailing Federation (ASAF)
Youth Cup finals in Abu Dhabi next month.
He becomes the first Omani to be honoured
with such an appointment, which has been
earned after a spell of serving on several
Juries at international events in Oman.

Through this experience, Ambusaidi has
acquired valuable knowledge on the racing
rules of sailing and positioning on the race
course and has the potential to be a top class
international judge, according to Takao
Otani, a member of World Sailing Events
Committee with responsibility for ASAF
judges.

“I have worked with him on several events
and he is very dedicated. We are pushing for
him to become an international judge, but it
will take a long time and he will have to study
hard. The important thing is we see potential.

“He has a very clear idea of fair play which
is what sets him apart from others, even
though he has not done much racing. It is
a difficult job because you make decisions
which cause some people to love you and
some people to be upset so you need to have
a deep understanding of the rules on the race
track and you have to be strong and Ali has
shown a real aptitude for the role”

Oman Sail has developed a raft of quality
sailors since it was set up in 2008 as well as
a team of support professionals across all
disciplines. These include race officials who
are being trained and being given experience
in events around the Sultanate to prepare

them to officiate at top class events around
the world.

Creating and growing local judges is one
of the toughest objectives since it demands
vears of studying complicated rules and
regulations and applying them in pressured
situations on the race course. There have

been several Omani judges taking part in
the international events organised by Oman
Sail in the last years but this is the first time
an Omani judge has been appointed by the
Asian Sailing Federation to officiate in an
international event outside Oman.

“I am delighted that the Asian Sailing
Federation has chosen me for this exciting
opportunity;,” said Ali Ambusaidi, “Through
Oman Sail, T have had the chance to work
on some of the biggest races in the sport of
sailing and I've had excellent mentors. I am
thankful to Oman Sail and everyone who
helped me hone my skills and will continue
to work hard to excel in this field and be an
ambassador for my country”

The ASAF Youth Cup finals will be held in
Abu Dhabi from April 5 to 9.
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