
Vectren Corporation has a coal-burning power plant in Posey County called 

A.B. Brown.  A.B. Brown makes 284,000 tons of coal ash each year. For 

comparison, the average American produces 4.4 pounds per day of trash 

plus recycled or composted waste. That means it would take the entire city 

of Evansville (population 120,300) nearly three years to make as much waste 

as A.B. Brown produces in one year.

Of the coal ash produced at A.B. Brown, 27 % gets used in 

cement and the rest is stored in a landfill or in two unlined 

ash ponds. Their combined surface area is 156 acres, and 

at their deepest point the ash/water mix is five to six 

stories high (62 feet).  As of October 2015, the two ponds 

held a total of 6.8 million cubic yards of mixed water and 

ash. That’s enough to fill 2,080 Olympic-sized swimming 

pools. Brown’s landfill contains another 6.8 million cubic 

yards of coal combustion waste, but in a dry form.

Coal ash is the toxic byproduct that is left over after coal 

is burned.  It is the second-largest industrial waste stream 

in the U.S. Coal ash is stored in open-air pits and surface 

waste ponds, many of which lack adequate safeguards, 

leaving nearby communities at risk from potential large-

scale disasters.  

The fly ash has particles tiny enough to be inhaled all the 

way into the small air sacs in the lungs and even absorbed 

into the bloodstream. There are significant risks associated 

with coal ash at A.B. Brown including:

CONTAMINATION OF GROUNDWATER

There is already groundwater contamination by coal 

ash at the A.B. Brown dry landfill, which is just north of 

the ponds. Vectren has been required to monitor it for 

more than 20 years and take corrective action starting a 

few years ago. Groundwater contamination is also likely 

from the ponds. A hydrogeologist evaluated the data on 

Coal ash contains arsenic, lead, mercury, selenium, 

cadmium and chromium. Particularly where there is 

prolonged exposure, health impacts can include:

• Cancer

• Heart Damage

• Lung Disease

• Respiratory Distress

• Kidney Disease

• Reproductive Failure

• Birth Defects

• Impaired bone 

growth in children

• Learning disabilities

• Neurological 

Disorders

• Gastrointestinal 

Illness

COAL ASH AND  
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A.B. Brown’s ash along with data on the local geology 

and concluded that contaminants from Brown’s coal ash 

ponds are likely moving into the groundwater in several 

directions.

CONTAMINATION OF THE OHIO RIVER

A.B. Brown has a permit to discharge wastewater to the 

Ohio River. Vectren’s discharge report from August 2015 

showed that Brown was releasing 2.88 million gallons 

per day with an arsenic concentration slightly above the 

U.S. drinking water standard. The discharge also carries 

selenium and dissolved solids which are harmful to  

aquatic life.

AIRBORNE DUST

Dry coal combustion waste at A.B. Brown could produce 

fugitive dust either where it is being loaded onto barges 

or from the dry waste landfill. Neighbors have described 

incidents of gray ash covering their yards and homes. 

Vectren received a citation related to fugitive dust in 

February 2015, for not recording whether dust was visible 

during barge loading for the prior three months. Inhalation 

of fine particles in the dust can irritate the lungs, worsen 

lung diseases including asthma, and increase the risk of 

cardiovascular disease.  As of fall 2015, Vectren has a 

fugitive dust control plan in place at A.B. Brown, so there 

is hope that dust incidents will be reduced.

SPILL RISK

Both dams at A.B. Brown were rated a “significant hazard” 

by the Environmental Protection Agency, meaning if the 

dam failed, there would not be loss of life, but it could 

cause significant economic and environmental damage. 

As to whether the dams could fail, the EPA rated the 

upper dam in “satisfactory” structural condition. The lower 

dam was rated in “fair” condition, meaning acceptable 

performance is expected, but minor deficiencies may 

require repair or further investigation. In February 2016, 

Vectren published plans to breach part of the upper 

dam and strengthen the lower dam. Since the volume 

of ash and water in the two ponds already exceeds their 

calculated maximum capacity, it is unclear how ash will be 

handled going forward, and potential impacts on the town 

of West Franklin south of the plant, the Ohio River, and 

downstream communities are of concern.

Vectren must ensure that it disposes of coal ash properly 

and should safeguard public health. The best course for 

protecting public health would be to responsibly transition 

away from burning coal at A.B. Brown and invest in 

clean renewable energy sources that do not release toxic 

pollution into surrounding communities. 

In case of fugitive dust or other complaints please contact:

Indiana Department of Environmental Management 

Office of Air Quality at (317) 233-5674 and ask for the 

appropriate county inspector

The IDEM complaint line at (800) 451-6027 ext. 24464

Vectren by email at CCR_inquiries@vectren.com
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To get more involved contact:


