Recapture:
Bob Marley Festival

Introduction:
From 11.May - 13.May 2016 the first edition of Bob Marley Festival was held on
the premises of the Mulindi Japan One Love Project in Kigali. One Love is
annually holding celebrations in commemoration of Bob Marley’s death on
11.05.1981. This year the event for Bob Marley Day was organized by Lion
Story, probably the most famous reggae and overall music group from Burundi
who played their first concert in Kigali after 3 years. Out of the opening
performance grew a small scale 3-day music festival with the objective to bring
people together and celebrate Reggae Music.

Preparations:
The equipment and stage for the first day of the
event was generously sponsored to Lion Story by
Cobra. The stage was set up on Tuesday and at
12pm on Wednesday instruments were on the
stage and the Lion Story piano player and sound
engineer Egide Nkunzimana (Kimo) was checking
and adjusting the sound. He also took care of
other technical questions and guided the
technicians. We would already like to thank him for
this irreplaceable support at this point.

Prior to the festival press releases and invitations
were send out, flyers were handed out and the One
Love team prepared the timetable. The event was
made possible by the efforts of a few people who
dedicated their time to offer all of their skills
capacities to the event for a short period. The One
Love facebook page: facebook.com/onelovemusic
was used as the main information system for the
festival as it has been for previous One Love
events. The event was partly sponsored by Legend

Day 1 (11.05.2016): The Rebirth of Lion Story
The music started at around 4pm, which was set as the
official beginning of the show on Wednesday. As the first
people were coming in to the venue the first performance
by “ “ was taking place. He had a small group (singer,
bass/drums) around him and was singing some Reggae
Adaptions as well as original songs. Remarkable about the
performance were small improvisation parts and unique
rhythmic elements that he created with his voice.
As the venue slowly filled up
with people, Strong Voice (the
official pre-act for Lion Story) started playing. The family was joined by Leo
Lüdemann (saxophone) and Arno Nganji (guitar) and played own songs as
well as some Bob Marley Classics to honor the Legend and get the
increasing crowd ready for the Lion Story Performance. The sound was well
mixed and clear. People who were getting anxious to see Lion Story,
nevertheless most of the crowd appreciated the Strong Voice performance,
which lasted until about 7.30pm.
Lion Story were then introduced and welcomed on stage with big cheers
and applause. Their performance lasted for over 2 hours and from the
reactions of the crowd it could be seen that there was a peaceful, joyful and
happy mood created by the reggae sounds of the Burundian musicians. People were dancing, enjoying
a beer or a soda and feeling good on this special day. The visitors were very versatile and it could be
seen that not only the classic
rastafari come to a reggae
concert. The Entrance was
free for children under 10
years and it was possible to
buy paintings by local artists
as well as “Lion’s Pili Pili”, a
new sort of chili paste which is
produced in over 10 different
flavors handmade in Kigali.
After the Lion Story
performance the stage outside
was closed the afterparty was
moved to the One Love Club
so that no-one would be
disturbed by noise-levels. After a quick sound-check and set-up also coordinated and performed by

Egide Nkunzimana (Kimo) Ras Clan Entertainment
started playing in the club. The DJ Collective had
arrived from Kampala with Ras Brown and DJ Shax,
two of their most accomplished DJ’s and were
accompanied by organizer and manager Gisa Brian.
At first One Love claimed to take an entrance fee for
the club, but after some discussion the venue was
opened for everybody that was still in the mood for
dancing and celebrating the greatness of Bob Marley
to the Root and Reggae sounds of Ras Clan
Entertainment who stuck to a more classic reggae
repertoire for the special day. The celebrations went on until the morning hours.

Day 2 (12.05.2016): A Different Approach
The second day of the festival had a more modern approach on reggae. From 2pm the organizing team
in corporation with the musicians from Dub Armada were setting up the sound for the club concert
which would happen at night. Despite some technical difficulties everything was ready to work and at
6pm the first visitors came in through the gates. The organizing team had decided not to take an
Entrance Fee for the second day of the event to make it possible for everybody to come and enjoy the
music. The highlight for many people was the Open Air Screening of a Bob Marley Documentary which
brought the reggae community as well as the different groups that were performing at the festival closer
together. The film had a duration of about 2 hours and reflected on Marley’s life as well as his
philosophy ideals and the evolution of the Jamaican music scene. Alex Riedel, the DJ of Dub Armada,
said that he was moved by the pictures and story. It was good way to remember Bob Marley and
definitely suitable for his commemoration festival.
After the movie the club was opened by Dub Armada, who first
played a solo-performance before Ras Clan came in around
10:30pm. The group from Germany played a mix of Reggae, Dub
and Drum and Bass spiced up by guitarist Konrad Vogt’s virtuous
guitar-playing and Leo Lüdemann who improvised on his
saxophone as well as presenting some of his lyrics in English,
French and
German.
Later on Dub Armada and Ras Clan played a 45
minute performance together, with DJ Shax on
the decks dropping some tunes from his
selection. Dub Armada finished the show with the
last performance which lasted until 4pm. Some of
the concertgoers where amazed by their idea of
mixing danceable music with live performance
and Lüdemann said that: “performing together
with the Ras Clan Crew was a great experience”.

Day 3 (13.05.2016): Bob Marley VIP
Day 3 of the festival could be named as the “Classic One Love
Reggae Fest”. The main act of the evening was Kwanda Band,
who have been known for playing on Bob Marley Day for many
years. The Day was marked as Bob Marley VIP. The “very
important person” was referring to the entrance fee and the offer
that One Love made for the last ay of the festival. For 3000RwF
people got 3 drinks and were able to feast on a vast buffet.
Lion’s Pili Pili offered a selection of their specialities with the
buffet. As people were enjoying themselves and eating outside in
the garden Kwanda Band was ready to play their music. The
group had two piano players, two guitarists, bass drums and
percussion and several different singers came on stage to play
mostly covers of known reggae songs. The reggae community
came together for one last event and people seemed to be
enjoying the well-known Kwanda Band.

A little Jam Session was started
spontaneously and after almost 3 hours
of live music Ras
Clan Entertainment played their last gig
at around 1am. Sadly there were some
misunderstandings concerning the
schedule and performances, thus the
Holy Jah Doves from Kigali were not
able to play anymore. We are sorry and
will be glad to support them to play
another concert at One Love.

In retrospective, it was a perfect last day for the 3-day
festival and the organizers of the event and the whole One
Love team were satisfied by their work and the
performances.

After the Festival - Into the Future
In the end, the festival was a great opportunity to showcase reggae-music in Kigali. It united people and
artists from different countries and gave place and time to exchange, learn and most importantly listen
to music. One Love wants to host similar events in the future to gather the Reggae Community and
show that reggae music has a lot of different facades and aspects to it that can be enjoyed by all parts
of the society and the community. We are hoping to see Lion Story, Dub Armada and Ras Clan again in
Rwanda and we will be looking forward to the Bob Marley Day celebrations in 2017. There are no
concrete plans yet but as the Bob Marley Festival 2016 worked out as planned and had a very positive
outcome we are anxious and ready to organize and look forward.
We would like to thank the photographers, journalists, artists and everybody that helped making the
festival a success by helping with organizing or simply coming to the concerts. We all know that
concerts without a crowd miss their initial point. A special thanks goes out to Egide Nkurunziza (without
his skills and knowledge the quality of the sound would have never been as good and clear), the team
of Kwetu Institute led by Ndimbira Shenge (that filmed the show on Wednesday on incredibly short
notice) and the Lion Story team (who organized the main event on Wednesday).
Speaking for the One Love Team,
Leo Lüdemann

