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BACKGROUND

TOP NARRATIVES

TRU M P H AS N O CORE



One thing is clear about Donald Trump, there is only one person he has ever looked out for and that’s

himself. Whether it’s American workers, the Republican Party, or his wives, Trump’s only fidelity has

been to himself and with that he has shown that he has no problem lying to the American people. Trump

will say anything and do anything to get what he wants without regard for those he harms.

Trum p Is Loyal Only To H im self. Trump has repeatedly proven that he is only loyal to himself.

Trump has switched his policy positions and political party affiliations multiple times over the course of

the last few decades, most often latching on to whatever set of ideas or party is in power or whichever

reactionary bandwagon he could jump on to keep his name in the headlines. And despite his rants against

outsourcing, China, and free trade deals, Trump has eagerly invested abroad and showed little loyalty to

America in allowing his clothing line to import clothes from China. He’s laid off American workers and

even complained that American wages are “too high.” Even in his personal life, Trump has openly

discussed his view that fidelity is the right thing to do unless a marriage is going poorly, and described

his relationship with women as a game.

Trum p Is A Liar. While Trump’s campaign speeches and commentary have grabbed attention for

being outrageous and often offensive, they have also been marked by a consistent theme: dishonesty.

Trump has repeatedly used dishonesty and straight-up lies to back up his extremist rhetoric. Trump

repeatedly defended a bold-faced lie that he watched “thousands” of Muslims celebrating the attack on

the World Trade Center in New Jersey on 9/11. Trump falsely claimed that President Obama was not

born in the United States, and when challenged on the facts, simply resorts to polling evidence showing

the popularity of the issue among the GOP base. What is clear is that Trump will say anything – no

matter how untrue and ugly it may be – to advance his position in the presidential race.

DIVISIVE AN D OFFEN SIVE CAM PAIGN



There’s no nice way of saying it – Donald Trump is running a campaign built on fear-mongering,

divisiveness, and racism. His major policy announcements have included banning all Muslims from

entering the U.S., and calling Mexican immigrants “rapists” and “drug dealers” while proposing a U.S.Mexico border wall. And Trump’s campaign rallies have become a reflection of the hateful tone of his

campaign, with protestors being roughed up and audience members loudly calling for violence.

Trum p Proposed Banning All M uslim s From Entering The U .S. In December 2015, Donald

Trump called for a “total and complete” ban on all Muslims entering the United States. Trump’s

spokeswoman said under his plan, even American citizens traveling abroad would be prohibited from

reentering the United States and Trump defiantly told his supporters he didn’t care if his plan was

politically incorrect. Trump claimed his plan was “common sense,” citing two polls for support; however,

one of the polls was published by a group the Southern Poverty Law Center called an “extremist think

tank” and was widely discredited. The other poll’s publisher — the highly respected, nonpartisan Pew

Research Center — said it could not even determine what polls Trump was referring to. Trump’s call to

ban all Muslims from entering the U.S. was widely condemned — one of his rivals for the Republican

nomination likened it to Nazism, and even former Vice President Dick Cheney denounced it, saying it

“goes against everything we stand for and believe in.” Trump’s plan was supported by some groups,



Confidential



Page 7



however. White Supremacists and neo-Nazis are thrilled about Trump’s call to ban all Muslims from

entering the U.S. and see it as an energizing force for their movement.

Trum p’s Cam paign Is Defined By Offensive And Extrem e Im m igration Rhetoric. Trump’s

campaign is fueled by extreme, xenophobic and sometimes dangerous rhetoric about immigration. Trump

doesn’t just oppose comprehensive immigration reform like his fellow GOPers, he vilifies immigrants for

political gain and proposes outrageous solutions based on absurd and false information. One of the

centerpieces of Trump’s campaign is his pledge to build a “great wall” along the U.S.-Mexico border to

keep out the “druggies, drug dealers, rapists and killers” coming up from Mexico. As if his promise to

rescind President Obama’s executive actions on immigration, deport American citizens whose family

members lack proper documentation, and end birthright citizenship for children he proudly derides as

“anchor babies” weren’t bad enough on their own, Trump’s declared he will use a “deportation force” to

execute the mass deportation of approximately 11 million undocumented immigrants based on the model

of Dwight Eisenhower's brutal and deadly mass deportation of the mid-1950s.

→ Trum p Says H e W ould Build A Border W all To Keep “Druggies, Drug Dealers,

Rapists, And Killers” Out Of The U .S. One of the centerpieces of Trump’s campaign is his

pledge to build a “great wall” along the U.S.-Mexico border to keep out the “druggies, drug dealers,

rapists and killers” coming up from Mexico. Trump then repeatedly stood by his assertion after it

created considerable controversy.

→ Trum p H as Banned U nivision From Events And Kicked Its Reporters Out Of Press

Conferences. Donald Trump’s disrespectful behavior towards Univision and its reporters is

unlike anything we’ve seen from a presidential candidate in recent memory. Trump has barred

Univision from covering his rallies, and removed a Univision reported from a press conference

after getting angry at questions regarding his broad mischaracterizations about immigrants being

criminals.

Trum p H as Repeatedly Offended M inorities W ith Dem eaning Com m ents. From the start of

his campaign, and well before it, Donald Trump has repeatedly made demeaning and offensive comments

about minority groups in the U.S. In June 2015, Trump said Black youths are at “a point where they’ve

just about never done more poorly, there’s no spirit, there’s killings on an hourly basis, virtually, in places

like Baltimore and Chicago and many other places.” And his comments pre-date his presidential

campaign by decades: in 1991, he was quoted as saying “laziness is a trait in blacks.”

BAD BU SIN ESSM AN



Despite Trump’s continual boasting about his business success, he has repeatedly run into serious

financial crises in his career and his record raises serious questions about whether he is qualified to

manage the fiscal challenges facing this country. Trump’s business resume includes a long list of

troubling issues, including his company’s record of forcing people from their homes to make room for

developments and outsourcing the manufacturing of his clothing line to take advantage of lower-wage

countries like China and Mexico. His insight about the marketplace has proven wrong many times,

including in the run-up to the Great Recession. And Trump’s record of irresponsible and reckless

borrowing to build his empire – behavior that sent his companies into bankruptcy four times – is just one

indication of how out-of-touch he is with the way regular Americans behave and make a living, and it

casts doubt on whether he has the right mindset to tackle the country’s budget problems.

Trum p’s Business H ave Gone Into Bankruptcy M ultiple Tim es. Donald Trump likes to brag

that he is “very smart,” tout his ivy league education and exaggerate his net worth, but in reality, Trump

is not the master businessman he claims to be. Donald Trump’s businesses have gone bankrupt four times

and he only barely was able to avoid personal bankruptcy himself. Finally, and most ironically, Donald
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Trump and would actually have become more wealthy by simply putting his inheritance in a boring

mutual fund than he became by “making deals.”

Trum p’s Predictions On The 2007 Downturn W ere W ildly Off. Despite his false claims later on,

Trump also failed to foresee the economic crisis, which he blamed, at least in part, on ordinary Americans

who got mortgages that eventually went underwater.



DANGEROUS &amp; IRRESPONSIBLE POLICIES

Trump’s policies – if you can call them that – are marked by the same extreme and irresponsible thinking

that shape his campaign speeches. There is no question that Donald Trump’s rhetoric is dangerous – but

his actual agenda could be a catastrophe.

Trum p H as Repeatedly Proven To Be Clueless On Key Foreign Policy Issues. Over the

course of his campaign, Donald Trump has proven time and again that he lacks the knowledge and

expertise to be America’s Commander-in-Chief. During a debate in December, Trump clearly did not

understand the principle of the “nuclear triad.” Earlier, for example, Trump admitted during a radio

interview that he did not know the answers to many of the foreign policy questions he was asked. Trump

wasn’t familiar with the commander of Iran’s Quds force, and then mistook “Quds” for “Kurds” during a

subsequent answer. When Trump was asked who advised him on foreign policy, he stated he gets a lot of

advice from the “weekend shows.”

Trum p’s Foreign Policy Could M ake Am erica An Enem y Of The W orld. While everything

about a Trump presidency is frightening, the notion of Trump as commander and chief and America’s

principal geopolitical strategist might take the cake. He has repeatedly boasted about his interest in

using extreme force to solve problems around the world, and at almost every campaign rally, Trump brags

that he is the “most militaristic person” there is. At the same time, he has antagonized other countries on

multiple occasions while on the campaign trail.

→ Trum p Supports U sing W aterboarding And Other M ethods Of Torture, Because

“Even If It Doesn’t W ork, They Deserve It Anyway.” When asked if he would approve

waterboarding, Trump boasted, “You bet your ass I would.” Despite evidence that waterboarding is

ineffective as an intelligence gathering method and serves as a recruitment tool for America’s

enemies, Trump insisted “only a stupid person would say it doesn’t work” but declared even “if it

doesn’t work, they deserve it anyway.

→ Trum p H as Repeatedly Antagonized Other Countries On The Cam paign Trail.Trump

has repeatedly antagonized other countries, and proposes outrageous foreign policy plans that use

aggression to resolve differences – even with allies. Trump has repeatedly and explicitly called for

starting a trade war with China, said he’d bomb countries in the Middle East to take their oil and

bragged that he would force Mexico to build a wall along the U.S. border. He has said that he

views the Chinese as our “enemies.” At almost every campaign rally, Trump brags that he is the

“most militaristic person” there is.

→ Trum p’s Strategy For ISIS: “Bom b The Sh*t Out Of Them ” And Send 10,000

Am erican Ground Troops. Despite an utter lack of specificity or detail, Donald Trump insists

he does have a plan to combat ISIS: “People are thinking like I don't have a plan…I would bomb

the shit out of them... I would just bomb those suckers…and I’ll take the oil.” Trump boasted he

would employ a policy of “shoot first, talk later” and he supports sending 10,000 American ground

troops to Syria.
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