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In the run up to the EU referendum…

 … this survey asks people to estimate what they think the “reality” is on a

number of topics about the European Union and the UK’s membership

 Asks about key issues raised by both the Remain and the Leave camp –

including the economy, immigration, EU budget and EU powers and asks

the public to predict what would happen if the UK voted to leave the

EU…

 Purpose is to understand reasons for misperceptions, their impact – in

terms of voting intention as well as wider social impact – and to inform

the debate before the referendum on 23rd June 2016

 Based on 1,000 interviews conducted online, 29th April-5th May 2016

and 1,083 interviews conducted online, 27th-30th May 2016, weighted to

population profile

 Focus on results for the “average person” i.e. looking at median results…
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Most of us claim to have

at least some knowledge

of the advantages and

disadvantages of the EU
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Q Thinking about Britain’s

membership of the EU, how

much, if anything, would

you say you know about…



Six in ten say they know about the advantages/disadvantages of

Britain’s EU membership but most say they know only a fair amount



59%

More Remainers think they

know about the advantages

of EU membership than

Brexiters (73% vs 57%

respectively).…

But about the same

proportion of both camps

say they at least know a fair

amount about the

disadvantages (64% of

Remainers and and 66% of

Brexiters)



…Its potential

advantages?



12%



4%



48%



30%



58%

…Its potential

disadvantages?



11%



A great deal



4%



47%



A fair amount



6%



31%



Not very much



Nothing



6%



Don't know



Base: 1000 GB adults aged 18-75
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…We generally know the UK pays in more

To the EU than we directly receive back – but…

we think we’re a top payer, when we’re not



and there are massive misperceptions of how

different countries fare…



(image will go here)
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Q Please tell me whether

you think the following

statement is true or false:



Over two-thirds correctly identify the UK annually pays more into the

EU’s budget than it get’s back…



The UK annually pays more

into the EU’s budget than it

gets back



TRUE

FALSE



20%

Brexiters are more right

than Remainers on this – 9

in 10 (89%) of Brexiters get

this right, while nearly a

quarter of Remainers think

this is false (23%)



13%

67%



Base: Split sample 498 GB adults aged 18-75
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DON'T KNOW



ACTUAL: The UK contributed

€14bn to the EU budget (after

a discount of €6bn) and

received c.€7bn from the EU

budget



Source: European Commission 2014
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Q In 2014, the total EU

budget was about €140bn.

Each member state

contributes a share of the

budget, although some

contribute more than others.

To the best of your

knowledge, out of the

following member states,

please identify the top 3

contributors to the EU

budget in 2014, where 1

paid the most , 2 paid the

second most and 3 paid the

third most.



…but nearly a quarter (23%) think the UK pays in the most to the

EU budget – when Germany, France and Italy contribute a larger share

Guessed as being the highest contributor to the EU budget



61%



Germany



23%



UK



1st



21%



4th



11%



France



5%



2nd



16%



Denmark



3%



8th



2%



Belgium



2%



6th



4%



Italy



2%



3rd



12%



Spain



2%



5th



8%



Poland



1%



7th



3%



Greece



1%



9th



1%



10th



1%



Romania



0%



Base: 1000 GB adults aged 18-75
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Actual ranking



% Gross share of EU

budget contributed



Source: HM Treasury2014
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Q In 2014, the total EU

budget was about €140bn.

Each member state

contributes a share of the

budget, although some

contribute more than others.

To the best of your

knowledge, out of the

following member states,

please identify the top 3

contributors to the EU

budget in 2014, where 1

paid the most , 2 paid the

second most and 3 paid the

third most.



84% think the UK is in the top 3 contributors (the same proportion that

pick out Germany), when we’re actually 4th

Guessed as being the



2nd



or



3rd



highest contributor to the EU budget



Actual ranking



% Gross share of EU

budget contributed



Germany



84%



1st



21%



UK



84%



4th



11%



2nd



16%



75%



France



Belgium



13%



6th



4%



Denmark



13%



8th



2%



Italy



12%



3rd



12%



Spain



11%



5th



8%



Greece



5%



9th



1%



Poland



4%



7th



3%



10th



1%



Romania



2%



Base: 1000 GB adults aged 18-75
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Q In 2014, the total EU

budget was about €140bn.

Each member state

contributes a share of the

budget, although some

contribute more than others.

To the best of your

knowledge, out of the

following member states,

please identify the bottom 3

contributors to the EU

budget in 2014, where 1

paid the least, 2 paid the

second least and 3 paid the

third least.



We’re fairly good at picking out the lowest contributors –

Romania and Greece…

Guessed as being the lowest contributor to the EU budget



41%



Greece



36%



Romania

Poland



6%



9th



1%



10th



1%



7th



3%



Germany



4%



1st



21%



Italy



3%



3rd



12%



Belgium



2%



6th



4%



Spain



2%



5th



8%



Denmark



2%



8th



2%



UK



2%



4th



11%



France



2%



2nd



16%



Base: 1000 GB adults aged 18-75
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Actual ranking



% Gross share of EU

budget contributed



Source: HM Treasury2014
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