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01. Warrior of Peace ( 1938 )

IN



THE



middle of December 1938, the Working Committee met at Wardha to



discuss some important matters. The resolution defining the policy of the

Congress towards the Indian states was drafted by Gandhi:

"The Working Committee welcomes the awakening of the people of the Indian

states in many parts of the country and considers this as a hopeful prelude to a

larger freedom comprising the whole of India, for which the Congress has

laboured. The committee supports the demand for civil liberty and responsible

government under the aegis of the rulers in the states, and express their

solidarity with these movements for freedom and self-expression.

"While appreciating that some rulers of the states have recognized this

awakening as a healthy sign of growth and are seeking to adjust themselves to

it in co-operation with their people, the committee regret that other rulers

have sought to suppress these movements by banning peaceful and legitimate

organizations and all political activity and, in some cases, resorting to cruel and

inhuman repression. In particular, the committee deplore the attempt of some

rulers to seek the aid of the British Government to suppress their own people,

and the committee assert the right of the Congress to protect the people

against the unwarranted use of military or police forces lent by the British

authorities for the suppression of the legitimate movement of the people for

responsible government within the states.

"The committee desire to draw attention afresh to the resolution of the

Haripura Congress which defines the Congress policy in regard to the states.

While it is the right and the privilege of the Congress to work for the

attainment of civil liberty and responsible government in the states, the

existing circumstances impose certain limitations on this work, and the

considerations of prudence prevent the Congress from interfering organizationally and directly in the internal struggle in the states.
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"This policy was conceived in the best interests of the people to enable them to

develop self-reliance and strength. It was intended as a measure of the

goodwill of the Congress towards the states, and of its hope that the rulers of

their own accord would recognize the spirit of the times and satisfy the just

aspirations of their people. Experience has proved the wisdom of this policy.

But this was never conceived as an obligation. The Congress has always

reserved the right, as it is its duty, to guide the people of the states and lend

them its influence. With the great awakening that is taking place among the

people of the states, there must be an increasing identification of the Congress

with the states people. The policy laid down by the Haripura Congress, which

has been so abundantly justified, must continue to be pursued.

"While, therefore, the committee welcome the movements in, the states for

the attainment of responsible government, they advise the people not

belonging to the states concerned against taking part in civil disobedience or

the like. Participation by such people will bring no real strength to the

movement and may even embarrass the people of the states concerned and

prevent them from developing a mass movement on which strength and success

depend.

"The committee trust that all movements in the states will adhere strictly to

the fundamental Congress policy of non-violence."

Resolutions on the cleansing of the Congress organization and the question of

the Arabs in Palestine and the plight of the Jews in Europe were drafted on the

lines laid down by Gandhi in the Harijan. The Working Committee passed a

resolution declaring the Hindu Mahasabha and the Muslim League as communal

organizations.

In the last week of December the annual session of the Muslim League was held

at Patna. According to its president, Jinnah, all attempts at a settlement of the

Hindu-Muslim question had broken on the rock of Congress fascism and Gandhi

had destroyed the very ideals with which the Congress started its career and

converted it into a communal Hindu body. Criticizing the Congress policy in the

Indian states, he said that it was a camouflage to secure numerical majority in
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the Central Assembly. If the Congress was determined to carry out its ulterior

and sinister motive in the states, he would have to come to the rescue of the

Muslims in the states. Jinnah concluded his speech by appealing to the Muslims

to develop their own national consciousness.

On the other hand, Savarkar, the Hindu Mahasabha President, detailing his

theory of a Hindu nation at the Nagpur session said: "Our politics hereafter will

be Hindu politics fashioned and tested in Hindu terms only, in such wise as will

help the consolidation, freedom, and life growth of our Hindu nation." To

realize this, he exhorted all the Hindus to unite and capture power from the

Congress which was becoming increasingly anti- Hindu.

The Congress was branded on many sides as a totalitarian party. The editor of

Round Table, Mr. Hodson, said in his talks with Gandhi at Segaon that the

Congress acted as if it were the one and the only party in the country that

mattered and, therefore, the Hindu-Muslim tangle had become almost

insoluble.

"It is a very wrong view to take of the Congress," said Gandhi. "The Congress

does claim to be the one and the only party that can deliver the goods. It is a

perfectly valid claim to make. One day or the other, some party has to assert

itself to that extent. That does not make it a totalitarian party. It is the

ambition of the Congress to become all-representative of the entire nation, not

merely of any particular section. And it is a worthy ambition in keeping with its

best tradition. If you have studied the Congress history, you will find that since

its very inception the Congress has sought to serve and represent all the

sections in the country equally without any distinction or discrimination. It

would love to be absorbed by the Muslim League if the Muslim League would

care to absorb it, or to absorb the Muslim League in its turn, so far as the

political programme is concerned. For religious and social activity, of course,

every community can have its separate organization."

"But if the Congress has the ambition of absorbing other political organizations,

it cannot help being a totalitarian party," observed Mr. Hodson.
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"You may try to damn it by calling it totalitarian," rejoined Gandhi. "Absorption

is inevitable when a country is engaged in a struggle to wrest power from

foreign hands; it cannot afford to have separate rival political organizations.

The entire strength of the country must be used for ousting the third and

usurping party. That is what is happening in India today. Where there is no

common danger to oppose, there must be separate parties representing

different schools of thoughts. You should bear in mind that the Congress does

not impose its will on the others. Its sanctions are non-violent."

"Would not the march to full responsible government be more rapid, if the

Muslims were taken along?" asked Mr. Hodson.

"Of course, it would be," said Gandhi. "I do no want anything which the Muslims

oppose. But I have faith that the solution of Hindu-Muslim tangle will come

much sooner than most people expect. I claim to be able to look at the whole

position with a detached mind. There is no substance in our quarrels. Points of

difference are superficial, those of contact are deep and permanent. Political

and economic subjection is common to us all. The same climate, the same

rivers, the same fields supply both with air, water and food. Whatever,

therefore, the leaders, mahatmas and maulanas may say or do, the masses,

when they are fully awakened, will assert themselves and combine for the sake

of combating common evils."

There was an extra rush of visitors at Segaon at the close of the year. A group

of young teachers from the Ewing College and the Agricultural Institute of

Allahabad, who were returning to America, paid a visit to Gandhi and asked,

"How would you, an old and an experienced leader, advise young men to throw

away their lives in the service of humanity?"

"The question is not rightly put," pointed out Gandhi. "You do not throw away

your lives when you take up the weapon of satyagraha. But you prepare

yourselves to face without retaliation the gravest danger and provocation. It

gives you a chaiice to surrender your life for the cause, when the time comes.

To be able to do so non-violently requires previous training. And if you arc a

believer in the orthodox method, you go and train yourselves as soldiers. It is
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the same with non-violence. You have to alter your whole mode of life and

work for it in peace time, just as much as in the time of war. It is no doubt a

difficult job. You have to put your whole soul into it; and if you are sincere,

your example will affect the lives of the other people around you. America is

today exploiting the so-called weaker nations of the world along with other

powers. It has become the richest country in the world, not a thing to be proud

of, when we come to think of the means by which she has become rich. Again,

to protect these riches, you need the assistance of violence. You must be

prepared to give up these riches. Therefore, if you really mean to give up

violence, you will say, 4 We shall have nothing to do with the spoils of violence,

and if as a result, America ceases to be rich, we do not mind.' You will then be

qualified to offer a spotless sacrifice. That is the meaning of preparation. The

occasion for making the extreme sacrifice may not come, if you as a nation

have fully learnt to live for peace. It is much more difficult to live for nonviolence, than to die for it."

They wanted to know if non-violence as enunciated by Gandhi had a positive

quality.

"If I had used the word 'love' which non-violence is in essence, you would not

have asked this question," replied Gandhi. "But perhaps 'love' does not express

my meaning fully. The nearest word is 'charity'. We love pur friends and our

equals. But the reaction that a ruthless dictator sets up in us is either that of

awe or pity according respectively as we react to him violently or non-violently.

Non-violence knows no fear. If I am truly nonviolent, I would pity the dictator

and say to myself, 'He does not know what a human being should be. But one

day he will know better when he is confronted by a people who do not stand in

awe of him, who will neither submit nor cringe to him, nor bear any grudge

against him for whatever he may do.' Germans are today doing what they are

doing because all the other nations stand in awe of them. None of them can go

to Hitler with clean hands."

"What is the place of the Christian missions in the new India that is being built

up today and what can missions do to help in this great task?" they asked.
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"To show appreciation of what India is and is doing," replied Gandhi. "Up till

now they have come as teachers and preachers with queer notions about India

and India's great religions. We have been described as a nation of superstitious

heathens, knowing nothing, denying God. We are a brood of Satan as Murdoch

would say. Did not Bishop Heber in his well- known hymn, 'From Greenland's Icy

Mountains', describe India .as a country where 'every prospect pleases, and only

man is vile' ? To me, this is a negation of the spirit of Christ. My personal view,

therefore, is that if you feel that India has a message to give to the world, that

India's religions too are true, although like all religions imperfect, for having

percolated through imperfect human agency, and you come as fellow helpers

and fellow seekers, there is a place for you here. But if you come as preachers

of the 'true Gospel' to a people who are wandering in darkness, so far as I am

concerned, you can have no place. You may impose yourselves upon us."

"What is India's real message to the world?" they asked.

"Non-violence," he answered. "India is saturated with that spirit. She has not

demonstrated it to the extent that you can go to America as living witnesses of

that spirit. But you can truthfully say that India is making a desperate effort to

live up to that great ideal. If there is not this message, there is no other

message that India can give. Say what you may, the fact stands out that here

you have a whole sub-continent that has decided for itself that there is no

freedom for it except through non-violence. No other country has made that

attempt even. I have not been able to influence other people even to the

extent of believing that non-violence is worth trying. There is, of course, a

growing body of European opinion that has now begun to appreciate the

possibilities of the weapon of non-violence. But I want the sympathy of the

whole world for India, if she can get it, while she is making this unique

experiment. You can, however, be witnesses to the attempt only if you really

feel that we are making an honest effort to come up to the ideal of nonviolence and that all we are doing is not fraud. If your conviction is enlightened

and deep enough, it will set up a ferment working in the minds of your people."
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In Dr. Gregg Sinclair, Director of the Oriental Institute of the Hawaii University,

Gandhi had a distinguished visitor and a sympathetic fellow searcher. "I have

come here," he said to Gandhi, "to find out how best to bring to America an

idea of the culture of India. I have seen your comments on the doctrine of'Asia

for the Asiatics'. You have put it extremely well. It is the same with our

'America for the Americans' doctrine. We have gained enough inspiration from

the culture of Greece and Rome. But Europe is finished for us, so far as the

present age is concerned. We are, therefore, turning to India and the East for

the new ideas that might show a way of escape from the impending calamity of

violence and militarism that threatens Europe. A well-known professor of ours

at Harvard used to say that a person who does not know Milton and Shakespeare

can today hardly be considered as educated. But fifty years hence, a person

who is not acquainted with Bhartrihari and Kalidas will be put under that

category."

"I was thinking of asking you to make an American tour," he remarked, as he

rose to take his leave. "But Charlie Andrews said to me, 'Don't. He is far too

important in India.' And in every newspaper that I pick up, I see your name on

every page. So Charlie Andrews is probably right."

"I very nearly went to America on more than one occasion," Gandhi replied,

"and the dream may one day come true. But so far as outward evidence is

concerned, today there seems to be no chance."

Every minute of the dying year was filled with incessant activity. On December

30, Gandhi went to Wardha to perform the opening ceremony of the Magan

Museum of khadi and other village crafts and the Udyog Bhawan. The museum

was erected as a monument to the memory of the late Maganlal Gandhi.

Besides the khadi section, there were cottage industries sections. The exhibits

included miniature models of various types of oil-presses, and contraptions

used in paper-making and oil-pressing and leather-tanning industries, etc.

There were samples too of raw material and rare specimens of folk art from all

over India.
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