
40th Anniversary Newsletter 
A chance leaflet put though Barrow Farm’s letter box in the spring 

of 1976 start the ball rolling, 40 years on its still going strong.  
 

Read all about  the many people, past and present, the horses and 
ponies, the work and the events that have made Barrow Farm 

what it is today. 

A centre of excellence of which we are all very proud. 



New RDA group opens in Essex 
People often ask, how did Barrow Farm start? Well, in a very small way is the answer. In April 
1976 a leaflet about R.D.A. was put through our door. It suggested ways to help or maybe start 
a group. I had just left my job as a riding instructor in Middlesex and was at a loose end. We 
had ponies and fields. So we thought, we could start a group, mum would be group organiser 
and I could teach one morning a week, do my bit for charity. I often wonder who put that leaflet 
through our letterbox. 

Like everything in life, the R.D.A. world of 40 years ago was very different from that of today. 
Health and safety as an industry hadn’t been invented and common sense still ruled.  Seriously 
though, looking back it was all ridiculously easy. We were visited by the R.D.A. Regional and 
county representatives. They were enthusiastic and supportive and gave us lots of help and  
advice. They put us in touch with the late Mrs.Carey M.B.E. headmistress of Woodlands School 
in Chelmsford. They had been wanting the opportunity to ride and couldn't wait to get going. 

What had we let ourselves 
in for ? 
The first ride was on Monday 2nd 
May 1976; twelve children arrived in 
the mini-bus and as they tumbled out, 
I did wonder how we were going to 
manage. I had never seen children 
like them.  Although we had visited 
the school and been shown round it 
was very different seeing the children 
out of the classroom, near my ponies. 
But with the confidence of youth I just got on with it. My mother had put together an excellent 
team of helpers and with advice and help from Mrs. Carey and her staff from Woodlands the 
first session was a success. I remember one girl was very frightened and spent six weeks   
leading Fern round the paddock. But once she plucked up the courage to get on she loved it 
and made speedy progress. We were all hooked, the smiles on the children's faces, the pride of 
their    parents at our first open day, all made us all feel that we were really making a difference. 
It was a far cry from my previous teaching experience and a thousand times more rewarding. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

First Open day An early lesson, Anne teaching a rider on Sandy 



 

Wonderful ponies really rose to their new job 
Most importantly I remember the first ponies, Minnie, Thistle and Fern, joined in August ‘76 by 
Sandyway who was given to me by the late Pam Taylor. Four small Exmoor ponies, a native 
breed renowned for its stamina and strength but also often thought too strong and willful. They 
proved themselves to be ideal R.D.A. ponies, coping with children and small adults with ease. 
They helped make Barrow Farm the success it quickly became. In fact I would go so far as to 
say, “Barrow Farm was built on the back of the Exmoor Pony”. And very broad backs they were 
too, they coped with the unbalanced riders easily and took the noisy ones in their stride. And of 
course we took them for granted. It was only years later when we had to replace them  that I fully 
realized how lucky I had been to have them.  

The “Good old days” before Health and safety 
They went everywhere. In those days the 
question, “Will we be insured?” was not 
even thought about. We took part in    
carnivals, displays, gave pony rides, took 
riders to fancy dress competitions, in fact 
anywhere that we could promote         
ourselves and raise money.  

I was often asked, why did you use      
Exmoor ponies?  And the answer is very 
simple, because I had them, had grown 
up with them and trusted them.  They did 
me proud, and gave us a unique identity; 
we were the group that used Exmoor   
ponies. It made for a talking point, always 
good when you are new and need to 
raise huge amounts of cash.  

More schools start riding as 
word spreads. 
Word spread that a new R.D.A. group was up 
and running and by the autumn of 1976 we had 
been joined by the Endeavour school in      
Brentwood and Great Stoney at Ongar. We 
charged riders 25p and everyone involved gave 
their time. We also had some weekend riders 
who came with their parents. Soon riders from 
Bridge Hospital school joined us and their   
headmaster was so enthusiastic that he wanted 
them to ride all year round. So for a winter we 
loaded ponies into a horsebox and took them to 
Norton Heath Riding Centre who kindly allowed 
us to use their indoor school. 

 In 1978 Elmbrook school from Basildon started riding and about the same time adults from 
Chelmsford Training centre. 

We took riders to take part in fancy dress at the  

Ponies of Britain Pony Show in August 1977. We were “An 
Exmoor Scene”  and came 2nd. The following year we   

returned and won with The Magic Roundabout. 



                                                      
Early Carol Services — Outside 
before the indoor school, with the 
vicar of Blackmore The late Rev 
Knott. 
One year we went to the Green Man in High-
wood and sang Carols in front of the pub;       

another time in the area now between the 
houses and the paddock. As I remember we 
were lucky with the weather and it did not 
rain. 

Then in the school, from 1980’s. There has 
been a Carol Service every year and we 
have  welcomed four different bishops, and 
countless Mayors from Chelmsford and 
Brentwood. 

Discos in the barn were a fundraising highlight in the early days, disco venues were  really 
only in big towns, Dukes in Chelmsford was years away. But Barrow Farm Barn really rocked to 
the music of the 70’s.  Peter Mitchell was 
barman par-excellence. We liked a 
theme, Halloween, (the slug soup is still 
remembered) Pyjama parties and  St 
Trinians were popular. Dancing all night 
on the barn’s concrete floor meant sore 
feet in the morning but we were young 
then!                                                          
More formal events were Dinner Dances 
at posh venues, some gone now. The 
Meads in Brentwood was a favourite 
venue, and also Furze Hill. 



Minnie, Thistle, Moonwind, Honey Fern and Sandy with   riders 
in the green jumpers knitted by Mary Mitchell and Jacky Budgey, 

come down the lane to a welcoming crowd, including our then 
chairman Mr R Lancaster and  RDA  regional Chairman at the 

time, Mrs E Curtis. 

Both pictured left 

First big fund raising event in Jubilee year 1977, a  
sponsored ride round Essex raises £2000. 



Our amazing school fundraising team 
Fundraising was nonstop, who can remember the pony badges, the discos in 
the barn, the dinner dances, the horse shows and fetes in the front field?  We 
produced Christmas and greetings cards, held raffles and sold anything we 
could get our hands on. A brave committee took the difficult decision to take 

out a loan and build. R.D.A. gave us a grant and a loan, half of which was 
later converted to a grant. I think they 
got fed up with waiting for us to repay. I 
don’t think that would happen now!  

 

 

 

Mr Peter Mitchell worked hard to get sponsorship 
for the Country Fair and celebrity guests. One year 
we had wrestler Jackie Pallow, who was very    
popular at the time. The ladies of Highwood still 
remember. 

Michael Appostolide’s company sponsored Christmas cards. His daughter rode and returned 
years late as an office volunteer for a few years. Over the years Appostolides has supported us 
in many ways, most of our existing furniture has been donated 
by them and  has given many years of use.  

Recycling and making money 
Collecting newspapers and cans for recycling was a good 
fundraiser but very hard work. Our barn got very full and     
everything had to be sorted and bundled or sacked up. The 
late Ken Dixon, treasure at the time was endlessly enthusiastic 
and very hands on. The picture shows Ken on the right, behind 
are  students Lisa and Sue with Fern and Pipkin.  



An indoor school, an impossible dream! 

It soon became apparent that there was a huge demand for riding but also that many of the    
riders could not cope with the winter weather. We couldn't take them all to Norton Heath. We 
started talking about an indoor school. When all you have is a muddy field and no money an   
indoor school seems like an impossible dream. Mary Mitchell was equal to the challenge and, 
supported by Mr. Peter Mitchell gathered together a team of fundraisers who over the next five 
years set about turning the dream into reality. The ponies were again put in training for a second 

sponsored ride, this time to go 
to Norfolk.  Why Norfolk you 
may ask, well it was the home 
of our indoor school builders 
and certainly posed a challenge. 
I became very handy with an 
O.S. map. This time Sabre,  
Mischief, Honey and Moonwind 
did the walking. Food for the  
ponies was sponsored by 
Splillers, we still use their   
products today. Like us, they 
have stood the test of time.     

Late 1970’s   Plan for indoor school dashed by planners. 
The first planning application was turned down, we knew we were in 
Green Belt but learnt that we were also in an “area of outstanding 
natural beauty”. We had naively thought, ’we're a charity, doing a 
good job, we’ll get planning permission’. We soon learnt better. Not 
only did we face the challenge of raising money, we  also had to win 
over the borough and the county councils. We regrouped, re-kindled 
enthusiasm, sought planning advice and re-submitted the plans.  

1981 Finally permission granted and             
foundations dug August 1981 
In August 1981 the shell of our indoor school was built.  Flooring, lights and kickboards followed 
as grants were secured and money raised. The area where the amenity rooms are now           
remained an empty shell for another three years while we raised more money. There was light-
ing to put in, kickboards to install and finally in 1984 the rooms were built. Until that point the on-
ly toilet had been in the house, and very busy it got sometimes.  

 

 

 
 

Our area of “outstanding natural beauty.” 

From left. Riders Alison and Anne, Spillers rep Barry, Toogood, riders   
Helen and Tracy with Mischief. Chairman Geoff Banham, secretary and    
backup team member Jean. Gascoigne.  Spillers rep Doug Sharp. 

Hoorah! 



18th October 1984.  A Grand Royal 
Opening.   What a day it was! 
October 1984 saw us the proud hosts to The Princess 
Royal when she came to open the school.                                                              
What a wonderful day it was, the school was packed 
with riders, volunteers and supporters.  After the       
displays the Princess Royal took time to walk round and 
meet everyone, presenting souvenir rosettes to all     
riders.  All the schools and centres that came riding 
were represented; every one behaved  impeccably. We 
gave displays, all the horses and ponies took part. 
Flame caused a laugh by “spending a penny” right in 
front of the audience, must have been the excitement 
being in the presence of Royalty! 

The fabulous flowers were arranged and donated by The 
Great Baddow Flower club. They gave the school a real 

touch of class.      
Many volunteers 
worked very hard on 
the day, it was an early 
start for the young yard 
team, don’t they look 
smart.  

Peter and Mary Mitchell and secretary 
Jean Gascoigne meet the Princess. 

The Princess Royal cuts our ribbon watched by 
our chairman Mr Geoff Banham and RDA East 
region chairman the late Lady Miriam Hubbard 

On the extreme left, the late Geoff Higgs,  
headmaster of Endeavour school and a huge 
supporter of Barrow farm. He was a committee 
member for a number of years. 

It was very busy behind the scenes Sandy meets the Princess. 



The overdraft years 
We had a lovely new building but we were also left with 
a very large overdraft, which hovered over us like a 
dark cloud for many a year. The dream had become  
reality, now we had to finish paying for it.  Fundraising 
continued, interest on our loan was sky high. Looking 
back it was a miracle we ever paid it off and Barrow 
Farm owes a huge debt of gratitude to the team of the 
time. Without their drive and enthusiasm the  indoor 
school would never have been built, the loan never 
paid off. 
So many people were involved it would be impossible to mention them all, but special mention to 
our chairman for the “Indoor school years” Geoff Banham. There was a man who was an expert 
at “networking” long before the term was widely used. Our secretary, Jean Gascoigne whose 
organizing skill was evident in the smooth running of our Royal Opening. And our treasurers  
during the overdraft years, firstly Ken Dixon  followed by Bob Skingsley, both of whom kept a 
cool head despite a bank account permanently in the red, and of course my mother and father 
who worked tirelessly to get the money in. And a thanks to amenity block builders The Regan 
Group whose very generously donated the balance owed to them, thanks to fab PR from Ken. 

Mum, Dad and Jean took 
the Barrow Farm stall to 
events, selling goods and 
promoting the group. We 
were lucky to be given a 
caravan by the late Mrs. 
Carey who at the time was 
a committee member. 

Continued expansion, we go from strength to strength. 
Haywards School from Chelmsford, and Little Highwood Occupational Centre had  joined us. 
More riders came with their parents after school and at weekends.   

Looking to the future 
We started to provide training for young people under the original YTS. Youth Training scheme.  
Of our first two students, Sally stayed for seven years before moving on to broaden her skills. 
Helen, a volunteer since aged fourteen completed her training  but returned many years later as 
a volunteer progressing to becoming a part time member of staff supporting our first two work 
based students. In 1999 Sally returned and is still here in the position of Yard Manager and 
coach. Another student, Fiona also returned as staff for several years.  

1986-End first 10 years 
So the first ten years had passed, the 
group had grown beyond any expecta-
tions we might have had.  1986 saw us          
celebrating our tenth anniversary, feel-
ing proud of our achievements, and 
looking forward to the next ten years. 
We had a celebration Dinner Dance at 
The Hutton Masonic Hall and were 
pleased to welcome Regional RDA 
Chairman Lady Miriam Hubbard. 

Left  secretary Jean                                            
manning  a tombola 

Bit worried about who’s paying for our 
hay. Have you heard there is no money!



Riders sponsored rides/events. 
Over the years we have held several sponsored rides for our  
riders, and plan another for this year. We would like to raise 
£4000 in our 40th year. In 2001 our 25th year the  riders raised 
an amazing £3575.  

At an early ride we were pleased to welcome the then Chairman 
of RDA, Mrs Marjorie Langford, who gave out rosettes and met 

every one involved. Over the years 
our riders have raised many 
thousands of pounds taking 
part in challenging sponsored 
events.  

Rider Carole Monk, left, rode 
Sandy from Barrow Farm to 
Billericay and Anne walked all 
the way too. 

They were sponsored by   
Midland Bank. 

Fund Raising cont… 
The 80’s saw us running an Annual Horse show in the front 
field. Local companies  sponsored beautiful trophies and 
rosettes and the show ran successfully for several years. 
Barrow Farm ponies would compete with some success. It 
was a really “old fashioned” show, we had beautiful rosettes 
and  a championship sash, all generously sponsored. Local 
judges gave their time.   
                                    

Craft Fair popular for many years 
One of our biggest fundraisers was the Craft Fair, organized 
by my late father Peter Mitchell. For a few years it was so    
popular we held two a year. Stall holders and customers came 
from far and wide, the wine tasting was always particularly 
popular as I remember.  
Also popular was the Danish Bacon stall and vegetable’s from 
Crown Corner Farm Shop. Both companies have closed now, 
how times change. 
The Barrow Farm stall sold goods featuring paintings of the 
ponies. They were done by local artist Mary Turner who was 
our chairman for several years and donated several paintings 
to the group. You may have seen them on the walls in the 
amenity block. Christmas cards were a very good fund raiser 
and people looked forward to seeing the new card each year. 
The Craft fair ran for an amazing 15 years and raised many 
thousands of pounds.  Sadly the  growing trend for 2/3 day 
events meant we could not compete and we decided to stop 
holding the fair while it was still successful, leaving us and our 
community with good  memories. People still ask about it and mourn its loss. 

Treasurer Bob Skingsley and Marjorie Langford 

Linda and Jo riding Sandy and Thistle in 
the pairs class 

A young Isobel leading Schnapps 



Minnie. 1960—1986  One of our first 3 ponies 
Minnie was born on Exmoor in the spring of 1960. In the October 
she was part of the annual round up and sent to Bampton Fair to 
be sold. She was bought by the late Pam Taylor and brought 
back to Essex to be sold on.  She was bought by a friend of my 
parents who wanted to call her Moorland Mousie, a lovely name, 
but she had already been named and registered as  Minnie, so 
Minnie it was. Nobody could have foreseen that the plain and 
unwanted name of Minnie would years later  prove  so easy to 
say and remember for out RDA riders. 
Minnie was grazed here at Barrow farm with other ponies that 
the Mitchells had bought for their children and she was         
eventually given to Mrs Mitchell . She was an ideal brood mare, having ten foals  by the time she 
was 16. Among them were Honey, Tango,  Sabre and Mischief who all followed in their mothers 

RDA footsteps. In between her foals, she was ridden 
by all three Mitchell children, good training for her   
future RDA career.                                                                                    
At 16 years old with what could be considered a full 
life behind here Minnie became a founder equine 
member of Barrow Farm. She quickly became a          
favourite, she had a fast walk and a comfy trot. She 
was never lazy and loved a gallop across the stubble 
in late   summer, those were the days! 
In 1977 she took part in a sponsored ride round      
Essex. She set a cracking pace! 
During her RDA career Minnie  met many VIPS, the 
most memorable being the Princess Royal at our 
Grand indoor school opening in 1984. 

Help from the press. 
We were very lucky in the early days to have the support of the late Jane Birch, the writer of 
Brentwood Gazettes “Horselines” feature. A keen rider herself she took part in our round Essex 
ride, and gave our many events  brilliant coverage in the local papers. She was followed by the 
late Judy Adams, who continued to support us and also joined us as a rider. Judy also provided 
the music at the Carol Service when she was well enough.  

Third from left, Jane riding Honey on the second last day of the                 
‘Round Essex’ ride 

 

 

 

Right. Judy and  
Honey at a          
competition. 



Christmas and greeting cards. 
 During the 80’s and 90’s we produced and sold cards and other items, some produced from 
paintings given by our then chairman local artist Mary Turner and her husband Taff. 

There was a  super selection including some featuring our ponies. They sold like hot cakes and 
raised lots of cash . Most of the original paintings can be seen hanging on our walls. 

 

 

 

 

There were also tea towels with a cartoon of the Chelmsford Police Jailbreak team who 
raised money for us in. Trays with Thistle on, still in use in some houses and indeed in 
Barrow farms kitchen. Pillow cases, aprons, coasters and more. 

From left. Volunteer Janet Moore, Mary Mitchell and Mary Turner 

1988. No more boring and time consuming  watering the school thanks to a 
new  computerised sprinkler system. We could dispense with the hose pipe and the school floor 
was much more evenly damped down. A real boon for all of us and nicer for ponies, riders and    
volunteers. as we had  a  cleaner and less dusty environment  to work in. 



1989 We are honoured to be chosen to be home to 
new Blue Peter Pony Jet.                                                                                                                                              
In spring 1989 we received a surprise phone call from the      
chairman of R.D.A. asking if we would like to have Jet, the      
second Blue Peter Pony.  Lots of excitement followed, we were 
going to be on the telly. Jet’s arrival was a super, if a very hectic 
day. He was already an experienced television star, and took 
meeting all our ponies and riders in his stride. Our riders turned 
out in force to welcome him and the sun shone. It was a day to 
always remember, and very hot. 

Many people think Blue Peter or the 
R.D.A. paid for his keep and care. 
That was never the case, Blue    
Peter paid for him and his training 
then handed him over to R.D.A. 
and when he was placed at Barrow 
Farm we became wholly             
responsible for all the costs of 
keeping him. 

Shield Days for most improved riders. 
During the late 80’s and early 90’s we held a 
“Shield Day” every year. A shield had been given 
by Moccata and Goldsmid to be awarded to the 
rider who had shown most improvement. We also 
awarded rosettes to the most improved rider from 
each school and organisation that came riding. 

We welcomed some important visitors to present the shield. The first year it was the late   
Lavinia, Duchess of Norfolk who was at the time RDA President, another year The Chief    
Constable of Essex. It was always a  super day, the schools all came with all their riders. They 
brought picnics and we did displays, often involving some dressing up. 

As time went on, and with increasing pressures of the National Curriculum the schools could 
not spare a whole day and without every ones attendance the Shield Days came to a natural 
stop. It would be nice to be able to revive it, perhaps a summer evening would work for the   
future. A sponsor would be needed, do you know anyone/company who would be interested? 

The Duchess of Norfolk and winner                          
Caroline Dickenson and Mr Harris from 
sponsors Mocatta and Goldsmid 

The Chief Constable of Essex with 
winner Mark 

Just arrived and at work already. Jet 
ridden by  Caroline Dickenson, led by 

his trainer Tessa Martin Bird  with 
side walker Blue Peter presenter ,the 

late Caron Keating. . 



During our second decade other riders had joined us, a group from Loughton Adult Training 
Centre on Friday afternoons, and Hargreave House on a Monday evening. Many more riders 
started coming at the weekends, or after school. During this time Saturdays became very busy, 
as some riders were integrated into mainstream education and could only attend on Saturdays. 
We had rides on a Sunday morning in the winter and swapped them to a Thursday evening in 
the summer. 

More ponies joined us. Schnapps, Diamond, Polly, Maggie and Mouse, all came and took their 
place in our equine team. . 

And so the group had continued to expand. Many people, far too many to mention them all, 
helped to make Barrow Farm successful. However, I must mention and thank our secretary for 
fifteen years, Jean Gascoigne, who emigrated to Canada in 1992 

1987 Storms batter our stables. 1991 Stable yard replaced and extended. 

The great storm of the late 1987 gave our stables a 
battering. An appeal was launched to replace and 
extend the stable yard. Planning permission was 
sought and at the request of the council a tree 
screen was planted. If you look across when driving 
down the lane you will see that the trees have matured nicely and the stables are barely visible 
during the summer months.  

Maria Mitchell who had been a volunteer since she was 14, ran the London Marathon raising 
over £1000 for the appeal. As always raising the money was hard, and it was not until the winter 
of 1990/91 that the work was completed. We welcomed the additional feature of automatic         
waterers in the stables.   

We had rubber matting put in the new stables, several people sponsored a floor. Maria ran again 
and raised money for two stable floors. 

In 1992 The Worshipful Company of Pipe Makers and Tobacconists 
started supporting us with an annual Grant. Their amazing generosity to us 
has  continued and we have benefitted by over £100,000.  We would like to 
thank our longest standing trustee and company member John Adler MBE 

for his enthusiasm in promoting us to the Company. 



The changing face of Barrow Farm newsletters. 
In the beginning we used actual cut and paste, using scissors and 
glue.  Thanks to volunteer Christine Bridge for all her work back in 
the 80’s. 
Chris then emigrated to the USA and  the newsletter was taken on 
in the 90’s by Doug Denman whose daughter and wife were both 
volunteers. Computers had well and truly arrived to make          
producing it a little less  fiddly. 

 
 

1995 We become a driving group                    
We had the idea of teaching Jet to pull a carriage so we 
could do Driving for the Disabled. This involved a huge 
amount of work as not only did Jet have to learn, I did as 
well. We learnt together, not the ideal way, but thanks to  
expert help from many people, and Jets    natural talent, we 
were successful. He took to pulling a carriage like a duck to 
water. In October 1995 we passed our R.D.A. driving       
assessments and started teaching carriage driving.  
We already had Mouse, a pony on loan who was trained to 
drive so she had further training before assessment as an 
RDA driving pony. Fiona and Anne  passed their British    
Driving Society exams one and two, and also an assessment 
as competent RDA carriage driving coaches, then called a/b 
whip. 
Money had to be raised to buy the carriages. Mouse had a  
carriage suitable for semi ambulant drivers and Jet had a 
wheelchair accessible  carriage. Both      carriages are still 
going strong 20 years later. 
 To bring the driving story up to date, recent grants from RDA, 
The Walter farthing Trust and The Ruth Tomlinson Trust have 
enabled us upgrade to a four wheel carriage, being made for 
Lula as I write. 

Above, Jet with his first driver Jean Dennis. 
Below. Mouse gets her new carriage . 



Outdoor manege project taken on by staff “give as you earn” at  M and G in 
Chelmsford  
In 1994/5 we were very lucky to be chosen by M&G staff as their charity. Thanks to them, and to 
Mr. Doug Denman, who publicized the projects need for funding in the Gallops newsletter at the 
time. We would never have raised the £20,000 it cost without them. This project was to build an 
outdoor riding area, a manege. This would enable us to ride in a safe environment outside. Our 
riding school is very hot in warm weather. The manege is bigger than the school, so gives riders 
a feeling of space. For those riding off lead it is a real step up to ride by themselves outside.  

We were thrilled to welcome Trevor Brooking to officially open the manege, and meet all who 
had been involved in the project. 

1997.Chairman Derryk Keil and Peter Mitchell launch 21st Anniversary      
Appeal, aiming to raise £21,000. and finally clear the overdraft for ever! 

And they did it! We have been in the black ever since (sometimes only just ) 

Between them they wrote hundreds of letters, persuaded local pubs to 
hold raffles and generally “got the money in”. I have a memory of    
Chocolate footballs being raffled. For the first time we had some          
reserves in the bank. Here is Derryk, joining in with the washing up. We 
do like our chairman to be “hands on”. 
A local man from Derryk’s village, Robin Smy has for many years walked 
the verges collecting cans and selling them at the recycling  centre. He 
gives the money to the Keils and they forward on to us. Many hundreds 
of £’s over the years. Thanks to them all for their support. The little things 
really do count. 
Looking after our money, or perhaps I should say lack of money, was 
treasurer Bob Skingsley. He had been persuaded to run a promotion raffle for us in the early 
years. He went on to run many more and took over as treasurer from the late Ken Dixon in 
1985. Bob retired as treasurer in 1999. 

Exmoor sisters Maggie and 
Mouse  giving their riders a taste 

of independent riding in new    
manege. The two ponies spent 

five years working for us on loan 
from their owner.                               

The M & G team and Trevor Brooking at the opening.             
Over the years M & G have continued to support us, most   
recently with a large donation towards our planned                
re-furbishment, and also with help to upgrade our security. We 
have new secure doors at the front and back of the amenity 
block. 



Muck and more muck. Always a problem. 

Disposing of the manure has always been a problem, with a variety 
of solutions over the year. With no money to pay for regular disposal 
we at one point  burnt it, a bad idea, the smell was appalling and   
lingered. I think the picture was probably a plea for people to come 
and get it for their gardens and allotments.  

Finally we got a trailer and were able to take it to a local farmer for 
use on the land, the best type of recycling. We still had the hard work 
of loading onto it. Now we are very lucky to have a super duper     
trailer with ramp.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Storage. Never enough.  
We have stored our hay and straw in trailers, under tarpaulins, and in the school and barn. At 
one point we had a pole barn, built in 1985 by then chairman Mick Barulis, treasurer Bob and 
Peter Mitchell. It gave good service but eventually the wind did its worst. When the yard was  
extended, a haybarn was part of the plan.  We had a permanent home for the hay at last and 
much easier for the yard staff. 

Muddy fields.  In winter are always a problem, one year we had 19 horses and ponies and 
the rain never stopped. For two winters the ponies lived in the old barn, deeply bedded down 
with straw. They were very cosy. It was a very big job mucking it out in the spring.                                                                        
Some years the ponies spent a few days in the riding school, when the fields  got too wet. 

Mary, Peter and Anne were awarded ‘RDA 25 year  
Long Service’ certificates by The Princess Royal.  
They went to a regional conference at Norwich for the         
presentations. Pictured is Peter Mitchell receiving his certificate.  

Royal Garden Parties 
In 1986 Mary, Peter, Anne 
and Jean were very lucky to 
receive and invitation to the Royal Garden Party. Then in 
more recent years, we have received two invitations a year 
courtesy of our President, The Lord Petre LL.  Staff.    
Trustees and some longstanding volunteers have          
attended. It is very rewarding for us to be able to give them 
such a lovely day to remember. 



Flame 1974-1999                                              

Flame was one of our smaller ponies and was given 
to us in1977. From the beginning he was a          
favourite, being chestnut he was a different colour 
and easy to recognise. He was super for the very 
young riders, quiet and patient but  willing to go 
when everyone was ready.                                                    
As he matured he became a good off-lead pony for 
the more able young riders and worked  particularly 
well in a pair with Thistle  He was always the ‘little 
angel’ pony at the   carol service. He had a lovely 
life, he was everyone’s friend. The other ponies all 
liked him. Nothing was ever asked of him that he 
could not easily give, and he gave that willingly.  

Pipkin 1972-1994 
Pipkin was our smallest 
pony with a big personal-
ity. He was Fern and 
Thistles’ son so you 
could say he was a born 
RDA pony.  He was ideal 
for the smallest riders, 
he was very comfortable 
in all paces and always 
willing. He was not ideal 
for tall helpers though!  
Pipkin represented Barrow farm at fancy dress 
and carnivals. He made a very good Magic 
Roundabout dog, Dougal.                                                             
A real boy, Pip loved playing in the field with 
Flame and with his dad Thistle, watching them in 
the field could be a real time stealer. 

Fern  29.5.66—30.7.96 

One of our first three ponies, Fern was born at Barrow Farm. As a 
young pony she went to lots of big shows, a good preparation for her 
later role as an RDA pony. 

She was a real sweetie, always ready 
for a cuddle or a pat, and loved     
children. She was first choice for 
nervous children to pat and take for a 
walk. Being so small she was ideal 
for public  appearances and          
promoting the group. She went to 
Fords to sell badges, and to a big 
show at Towerlands, where she had 
money pinned all over a rug she wore, helping to raise a huge £5,000 for 
the indoor school fund in the late 1970’s. Any photo that called for a pony 
to be in an un-pony-like place, Fern was the one for the job! 

All three ponies worked hard for Barrow Farm. They took part in fancy dress, carnivals 
and gave “pony rides” at local fetes to raise money. They were loved by many, many 

children who had their first taste of riding on their backs. They were kind and gentle, and 
inspired confidence in all who met them. Three little superstars, very fondly remembered. 

Our three smallest ponies 



Mary and Peter’s  retirement party                                   

  In 1999 Mary Mitchell retired from the commit-
tee after 24 years service. We had a surprise  
party for her and Peter Mitchell and it was great 
to see so many people from the past gathered 
together to pay tribute to mum and dad. Thistle  
attended too, he was 34 and  although we  could-
n't know it at the time, he was in the last year of 
his life.  It was lovely to see Mum, Dad and      
Thistle together, they were the backbone of    
Barrow Farm. The group president The Lord 
Petre LL presented Mary and Peter with a    

painting of Minnie,  Honey, Tango, Sabre and Mischief.                                                                                                  

Of course Mary and Peter continued to help Barrow Farm             par-
ticularly by running the Chelmsford Co Op Community card fund rais-
ing scheme for us. 

Since it inception in 2000 we have raised over £8000 the community 
card. A big thank you to all card users, please keep using your cards. 
Photo shows Mary receiving one of many cheques that have come 
our way over the years. For information on getting a card please ask 
Anne. 

Memorial ramp for Victoria 
In 1996 local girl Victoria Temple died in a tragic road accident.  
Victoria loved horses and riding and her family wanted to do some-
thing in memory of her. They choose to give us a new portable 
ramp to make riding more easily accessible for riders. 
When we built the gallery and new ramp in 2004 we gave the    
portable ramp to the region so it could be used at competitions . So 
Victoria's memory lives on and our riders use the ramp every year 
when they compete at the regional competition. 
More recently Victoria’s sister Gemma choose to give to charity   
instead of receiving wedding presents and choose us. What a   
lovely thing for her to do so, she raised nearly £1,500. 

1996-2006  The next ten years                                                    
We saw changes in the human workforce, instructor Fiona Gowers ,who had trained here as a 
student and then returned as staff left,  and Sally W returned having trained here earlier in her 
career . New instructor Sally D joined us,  bringing fresh ideas and an enthusiastic and bubbly 
personality proved a real asset.  She had the idea of a barn dance and has been very            
successfully running it ever since. If you haven’t been yet you are missing a great evening’s    
entertainment and exercise. This years is on June 4th. Sally also now runs a Golf Day with     
success .                                                                                                                                      
Ravensbourn school had joined us with a big group of riders on a Tuesday morning.                   
Beacon Hill School came for a short time but the distance proved too far.                                                        
Sadly Elmbrook school stopped riding in 1998.                                                             

Karen Lees and Sabre pose at ramp. 



 

Health and safety, and access improvements. 2004 
A grant of £23,000, secured from Chelmsford Millennium fund, for 50% 
of funding to  improve riding school facilities.  New mounting ramp, 
hoist, viewing gallery and automatic doors were now within sight. Match 
funding for the other half was harder, but we got there in the end, and 
the new work was finally done in January 2004. Thanks to “Awards for 
All” lottery fund, The Peter Harrison  Foundation, and an anonymous 
donation of £10,000. That donation really tipped things in our favour and 
made the whole project happen. Whoever gave it has our lasting gratitude.  

In 2005 we received a very generous legacy from Mrs Margaret Carey M.B.E. Margaret had 
been the head teacher at Woodlands School when we started in 1976 and brought the first group of riders 
to Barrow Farm. She was a staunch supporter of Barrow Farm from then on.  Her legacy made it possible 
for us to do some essential maintenance work Including  new fencing and new felt roofs on the stables. 

Lovely new Tractor  
Our old tractor was in need of replacement and thanks to money from 
Writtle Rag, and local golf clubs, we were able to afford a new and 
more powerful tractor. This was needed to maintain the new floor and 
the fields, and to dispose of manure. It is still going strong, and has 
been joined by more field maintenance equipment. Thanks to Michael 
Mitchell, Chairman at the time, for  his help and advice 
and many hours spent on general tractor  related  
maintenance. 

Michael also did the bulk of the work when we were lucky 
enough to get permission from The Lord Petre LL to   
upgrade a woodland path for the carriage.                    
The worshipful Company of Tobacconists, long standing 
supporters gave yet more money to surface the path. 

A big thanks to Michael who like his father before him 
always did a lot “behind the scenes”  

A new floor for a new millennium. The Currie Memorial Trust funds fabulous new 
waxed floor for the riding school. It was the second time they had supported us. 
Our sprinkler system had become unreliable and new waxed floors had been developed. Our new floor 
was completely dust free and much easier for volunteers to walk on.                                                                
We were like a housewife with a new carpet, every dropping picked up instantly to keep it nice. 

Founder member Peter Mitchell 21.3 1925-13.5 2006 
2006 when we were celebrating our 30th year was a sad one for 
the Mitchell family as Peter Mitchell died in May after a short stay in 
Broomfield hospital. He just missed the 30th year Open day, but 
would have been proud of the way staff and volunteers rallied round 
in support of Mary, Anne and Michael.  

Peter had worked tirelessly for Barrow Farm, often rather behind 
the scenes He ran the very successful summer Country Fair in the 
early days, then the Craft Fair 15 years 

He drove the trailer and the tractor, and helped with the carts. For 
many, many years he counted and recorded the money and paid it 
in. A big job as nearly all ride fees came in cash.  



Memories from Natasha, those were the days! Before we all felt 
ruled by H & S.     A young yard helper form the 80’s   

“I remember shows with Tango who was beautiful as was her mother Minnie and her 
brothers Sabre and Mischief. They all had their little quirks - I  remember Sabre didn't 
like to have his stable door shut so was always  wandering the yard. Mixie thought his 
saddle was the devil incarnate and was always finding little things to spook at. 
 

I remember HP who I thought of as the grandfather of the yard, having a mini tantrum 
with me in the woods when the others on larger ponies left him behind. I am ashamed 
to say he got the better of me and I fell off. 
 

I remember doing a Thelwell skit on Thistle who was as always a perfect gentleman. I 
always thought my best individual shows were with Thistleman. 
 

We weren't just taught to ride and show. We were taught kind stable management 
which benefited the animals more than anything. The ponies always came first. I do be-
lieve that the ponies enjoyed their time off- whether it be for a jolly in the woods or our at a show as a break from 
their work.  I remember a particular part of the woods called the 'rollercoaster' because it was a series of ups and 
downs and you had to keep going or you would get stuck at the bottom. Scary at first but fun once you got used 
to it. I learned how to ride drop ditches in those woods. 
 

I remember in I think August time when the corn was cut in the next door field and we would take the ponies for a 
gallop around them. 
 

I remember Anne trying to worm Honey with the syringe type wormer. Honey was having none of it. Honey was a 
beautiful Exmoor with a  typical pony type attitude to life. She would let Anne put the wormer in her mouth and 
then jerk her head out of the way at the last minute. I remember after a few attempts Anne saying to Honey 
something like 'Let me do this or I will sell you to the meat man'. Which of course she wouldn't but it worked and 
she got wormed. Sometimes Honey    needed a minute to consider her options.”                                                                                                                                                       
Tash x  
 

Happy Birthday Barrow Farm from a parent. 
“I first met Anne and Mary in the early 1980s when they came to 
give a talk about the RDA at Elmbrook School, where my eldest 
daughter Rebecca was a pupil, she later went on to ride at Bar-
row Farm for some years, and then in 1999 my youngest daugh-
ter Jenny, who is profoundly deafblind, started to ride on Satur-
day  mornings as she went to school in London, since leaving 
school she has continued to ride, but now rides on Friday   
mornings and loves it, she has a brilliant team who support her 
every week. 

Thank you for all you have given to Rebecca and Jenny.”                                                                  

Peggy Keeble. 

Our livery horses, from left in photo, Beau, Star and Amazon. 
From the late 70’s till mid 90’s we had some horses at livery, the money 
they brought in helped to keep our own ponies. The longest resident 
was a beautiful thoroughbred horse called Beau Geste owned by Mrs G 
Singer. He was stunning and just looking at him gave a lot of pleasure to 
people. Mrs Singer was one of our first trustees when we became an 
independent charity and with her husband Peter was always supportive 
of all our activities, at one point holding a successful fund raising jazz 
evening in their barn. 

Another two liveries were Star and Amazon owned by Mr Callaghan and his daughter  Liz. All three hors-
es always took part in the Carol Service as very majestic mounts for the three kings and also in student 
lessons where they helped the students to develop their skills riding bigger horses than we had ourselves 
at the time.                                                                               From left in picture Beau, Star and Amazon. 

Jenny, Paddy, and her Saturday team 



Explaining our logo.     Thistle   1965-2.12.99 

I thought you might be interested in learning about how our logo 
originated. It is a line drawing of Thistle and was done by a local 
artist Harry Underwood in 1983. Harry also painted the picture of 
the Royal opening that can be seen on the office wall. 

What made Thistle so special that he was chosen as                                  
'the face of Barrow Farm" I will try to explain.  

Thistle was one of our first three Exmoor ponies, together with Minnie and Fern he spent the 
hot summer of 1976 learning "on the job" how to be an RDA pony. They were all wonderful and 
quickly helped Barrow Farm to establish as a successful RDA group.  
But it was Thistle that could turn his hoof to anything.  
Fern was very small and Minnie was a bit quick off lead. Thistle was the most versatile, strong 
enough to carry an adult, but quiet enough for the most challenging child. From the beginning 
he was a superb RDA pony, he set the standard for all others to follow. However anxious the 
riders, however noisy or excitable, he could be relied on to remain calm. He stood patiently at 
the block while riders plucked up the courage to get on, and walked slowly while they            
developed confidence. He was good off and on lead in canter and over small jumps.  He 
worked consistently hard for us for over 23 years never once letting us down. A typical Exmoor, 
he was sound and well all his life. 
He took part in every aspect of the groups activities, giving pony rides at fetes in the early days, 
being an aeroplane at a carnival, giving displays and walking round Essex to raise money. He 
excelled at both RDA and able bodied competition.  

A yard Volunteer/riders memories from the 90’s 
Having been a rider at Barrow Farm, for about ten years I think, I  
obviously have a lot of memories.  So, here are a few.   
As a child I remember little HP, falling in love with Pipkin, getting 
bucked off Fern and losing my memory briefly, getting bucked off 
Flame - a bit of a theme here! 
 
Then, Thistle!!  I remember you saying there'd never be another 
Thistle, probably true although ,my current mount Prince now comes 
pretty close!  With Thistle I started volunteering, learning to feed / 

groom / clean tack and bathe him - although he 
hated this!  I remember lots of M & M and veteran shows, learning to 
do figures of eight and following Rebecca on Honey around the 
ring.  With Thistle I did the ‘D of E’ expedition and he appeared in    
Pony magazine.  I remember so many fantastic hacks and galloping 
across the stubble field, and then the sad realisation that I was getting 
too big for Thistle. 
No other pony worked quite as well, but I    
remember taking Jet to Wimpole Hall and  
doing dressage to music, appearing on Blue 
Peter and being so devastated when I left.   
 
Since then, A levels, university and teaching 

have got in the way a bit, meaning that it is only since starting at   
Penniwells RDA in 2013 that I have got back to  something like the 
'good old days.' 
 
Rebecca x 

Rebecca on Fern 

Right, Rebecca  on Thistle doing D of E Exhibition 



Schnapps  10.7.1980-29.5.2003 
Schnapps came to us from Newhall R.D.A. 
where she had already done R.D.A. work. 
She went straight to work proving a favourite 
with the more nervous riders she had a very 
broad back and felt safe and strong to sit on. 
As she didn’t like to go fast, her riders had 
plenty of time to think about what they were 
doing. Schnapps waited to be told, she didn’t 

do the work for them. She enjoyed hacking out with the yard helpers but 
her wicked sense of humour meant she couldn’t resist trying to buck 
them off. She succeeded more times than I care to remember.                                                     
During her career with us she took part in demonstrations and          
competed at the R.D.A. regional competition. She behaved well at every event, the bucking    
restricted to able bodied riding when faster speeds excited her. 
She competed with success in veteran classes with yard helpers, and in turnout classes, her 
mane and tail looked stunning when clean. 
Like all R.D.A. ponies she gave pleasure to lots of riders. Her colour made her easy to            
remember but the pronunciations of  “palomino” were often interesting.   

Pollyanna 1980-26.7.2002 
Polly was given to us in 1985. She was always 
a very lively mare, most suited to confident    
riders who like a pony to walk fast. She was 
very comfortable in both walk and trot. 
 She took part in all RDA activities, especially 
enjoying being leading file and taking part in 
musical rides. She looked stunning when her 
coat shone and her plaits were neatly done.                                             
Polly was a typical mare and could be a bit   
contrary. She was happiest at the front of the 
ride, walking along the lane or in the woods. 
 

                                                                                                                
With probably the most comfortable trot in the 
world, Diamond  was a favourite with both     
volunteers and riders. He was a strong pony, 
equally suitable for adults and children, not too 
wide and not too narrow. He loved games and 
could get quite  excited. He also enjoyed trot-
ting around a course of poles, sometimes    
popping into canter. Luckily he had a super 
comfy canter and gave many  riders their first 
taste of canter.                                                        
With the yard girls Diamond excelled at show-
ing, winning many rosettes in veteran and 

mountain and moorland classes. He  really brushed up well, did Diamond. He was a good    
Wimpole pony, giving riders the chance to safely do off lead dressage, and winning best turned 
out one year. 

All three ponies were ideal for our middle sized riders and worked hard for 
many years. They are all missed and remembered by long standing and past 

riders and helpers. 

Diamond 1979-25.8.2005 



Barrow Farm has always been run by a committee 
whose dedication and hard work, often behind the 
scenes keeps “the show on the road” They get the 
money in, support the staff, keep up to date with 
all relevant legislation and promote us everywhere. 
A BIG thank you fto them all, past and present. 

A more recent committee gets down to work 

 2001 Grant secured from Chelmsford PCT                                          
to buy and keep a horse.  

A new venture for us was to apply for a grant to fund the purchase, keep 
and training of a large horse suitable for adults.  We were fortunate 
enough to be successful, and the Chelmsford Primary Care Trust  funded 
the purchase of  Molly, her keep, and her training for three years. She 
was our first really big horse and enabled us to take some larger riders.  
Molly proved a real asset, she was very safe  and riders loved the “king of 
the castle” feel she gave them, sitting above every one else.                       
Sadly we have recently lost Molly, her story can be read in the last    
newsletter and on the website. She was a very special horse and is very much missed. 

From left back row. Committee during the early 90’s 
Mary Turner, Peter Adams, Anne, Treasurer Bob 
Skingsley, parent rep Frank Irving. Front row.       
Secretary Jean Gascoigne, Sylvia Best, the late   
Margaret Carey. MBE Mary  Mitchell, the late Liz 
Mountford, schools rep. 

1999 Anne awarded Coach award. 
And was presented with it by                                      

Sir Trevor Brooking at the annual awards in 
Chelmsford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wonderful volunteers 
Many hundreds over the years have given 
their time and we would like to say a very 
BIG thank you to each and every one. 

Without our volunteers we could not    
function at all. It is lovely that we have    
always had people of all ages and from all 
parts of our community coming together to 
help our riders, make friends and have fun. 



Moonwind  May 1971- 13.11.2003 
Moonwind came to Barrow Farm when she was fourteen months old. She 
was a very skinny, badly behaved filly and the vet told my mother, “It’ll be 
£90 well spent”. She moves well and she’ll teach the kids a lot. So   
Moonwind (so called as mum was an Avon rep at the time and Moonwind 
was the new fragrance), came to Barrow Farm. We could not have     
foreseen the pony she would become. During her long life she had a go 
at everything. She competed for the riding club in dressage, dressage to 
music, show jumping and Pre-Caprilli, going to the Riding Clubs national 
finals twice. She enjoyed cross country and in later life competed in     
veteran classes. 

Years later she competed with success in R.D.A. dressage, again going to a national final.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
She was a brilliant Wimpole pony, winning the Working Pony and Rider on several                                                                                                                          
occasions. She could always be relied on to behave beautifully and give her riders a day to   
remember. 
Moonwind took part in two sponsored rides to raise  money for the group. In 1977 she went 
round Essex and in 1981 to Norfolk.  
She took part in displays and musical rides.  As a young pony she left home with me and spent 
a winter at a very large riding school. This gave her          
experience that I am sure helped make her the exceptional 
R.D.A. pony she became.  On arriving home she was ridden 
by Michael whose rather casual attitude unknowingly     
completed the training for her future career with the group. 
On a daily basis she worked on the rides, a favourite with 
helpers as she was never lazy and therefore a joy to lead  
She had a lovely long stride, providing a super therapeutic 
walk for her riders. Her trot was rhythmic, and she was safe 
to ride off lead, allowing riders to feel independent.   
                                                                                                                      
Moonwind worked for Barrow Farm for over twenty years 
She was the first pony I broke in all by myself and was extra 
special to me and to many other riders. My mother made a 
good decision when she parted with her £90 all those years 
ago. The vet was right, she did move well and she taught 
me a lot. Just looking at her made me feel proud to have her 
in my yard. As is often the case, a picture can express    
feelings better than words.      
                                          I think the picture really says it all. 

Memories from Carole Monk, our longest attending rider. 
I first  came to Barrow farm in August 1986. The first pony I rode was 
Thistle. 
I have ridden some wonderful ponies over the years. A special memory 
is competing on  Moonwind in  the RDA national Champs when they 
were in Warwickshire. 
Riding over small jumps on Diamond in the manege is another , 
coached by Fiona during the 90’s 
Coming to Barrow farm has taught me a lot about my disability and me 
as a person. I have achieved so much. I get great pleasure from riding and it is a wonderful 
place to ride. I hope to continue riding for many years to come. 



Minnies three TB 1st x ponies. Tango, Sabre and Mischief. 
Tango. Easter 1973 - 17. 12. 2001. 
Tango was a sensitive pony and came to RDA work  in 
her teens. Before that she was ridden and loved  by a 
succession of yard helpers. Being what is     politely 
known as “not a novice ride” she was        allocated the 
most experienced girls. This meant she had the oppor-
tunity to do exciting things, lots of cross-country jump-
ing, showing, ect. She was a   prolific winner of best 
condition classes and later in life  of veteran classes 
Tango, due to her lively temperament only worked with the more able or quiet 
RDA riders. She loved music and took part in musical rides. She enjoyed hack-

ing in the woods and always enjoyed the singing at the Carol Service. She enjoyed being involved with pony 
days as she liked to be pampered. 
She was always nice to have around, welcomed attention and really seemed to appreciate being cared for. 
She was loved by everyone who knew her. My fondest memory is of her just put to bed on a winters even-
ing, clean and cosy in her rug, knee deep in a beautifully made straw bed, 
munching her hay net. A picture of contentment. 
Sabre.  May 1974-22.8.2003 
He had had a wonderful life, wandering round the yard, being everyone’s friend. 
We never had a horse in the yard that didn’t like Sabre. He hated being confined 
to a stable. 
He started working for the group in 1981 when he took part in the sponsored ride 
to Norfolk. He loved it, constantly on the move with new scenery every day. To-
gether with his brother and sister Mischief and Honey, and Moonwind he covered 

up to thirty miles a day. 
He then started to work on the rides with 
the more able riders to start with as he was 
quite a lively ride. His narrow back 
and long stride proved invaluable for 
riders with stiff legs. He liked riders 
who sat still and enjoyed walking 
fast. Like all  Minnie’s kids, Sabre 
never really slowed down.                                        
Sabres special person was Sally W. 
he taught her lots and they  became 
a winning team  especially at cross 
country. 

Mischief. 25.5.1975—17.8.2007 
Mischief was a very physically tough pony and the fastest of them all. He was also 
the most “chicken hearted”, scared of his own shadow, and was happier behind his 
big brother. So training him to be safe for RDA was a challenge. He took part in the 
Norfolk ride at six years old, but did not join the RDA team until later. When ready his 

long active walk provided a super therapeutic ex-
perience for riders who did not have a lot of move-
ment themselves. Maturity mellowed him and he 
became a very useful addition to our team, taking 
part in musical rides, pony days and daily RDA ac-
tivities. With yard helpers he enjoyed cross coun-
try,   dressage and showing. It was always his job 
to lead his sister Tango through the   water when   
doing pairs. She hated water, he spooked at the 
jumps so she led, together they made a good pair. 

 All three gave riders a physically challenging riding 
experience, they were long striding and forward going. 

All very fondly remembered and still missed. 

With Little Highwood riders and helpers , 
many years ago enjoying the bridlepath, 
Sabres favourite type of work. 



Honey May 1971—2.12.2004 
Honey was born  in 1971 at Barrow Farm. Her parents were Minnie and This-
tle and she worked alongside them in the group for many years. She was a 
real “livewire “ of a pony. Always in a hurry, she never really slowed down 
even in old age.  

Honey worked for Barrow Farm for over 25 years, making her our longest   
serving pony, a  record that still stands today. She was a favorite with helpers 
who liked her willingness and sparky personality. She had a fast walk and a 
very comfortable trot and canter. She was good for riders with weak legs, on 
Honey you only had to think “walk on” and she was off.  Her party piece was 

cantering on the lead rein and she gave many riders their first experience of  cantering. For many years 
before we had any big ponies Honey was always leading file. She did like to be in front and could be 
quite a handful to control if not in the lead. She was a brave  pony, no silly spookiness for her, she liked 
to get on with life. 

She represented the group at demonstrations and shows and took part in carnivals and fancy dress. 
She went on two sponsored rides to raise money, one round Essex  in 
1977 and then stepping in as reserve to be ridden to Norfolk in 1981. 
She hurried all the way, Exmoor  ponies are renown for their stamina 
and she certainly did them proud. 

As a young pony she competed in mountain and moorland classes with 
considerable success. But it was later in life that she really came into 
her own. She was a very successful  veteran, winning both in hand and 
ridden classes all over Essex. She also competed in R.D.A.               
competitions. Honey lived her whole life at Barrow Farm and that life 
was spent  working for the group. No pony has worked harder , longer, or more consistently.                                            

      Sandy 1971-29.10.2004 

Sandy came to Barrow farm in August 1976, given to 
Anne by  the late Miss Pam Taylor. She went to work 
for the group immediately, joining our team of Ex-
moor ponies, Minnie, Thistle and Fern. 

The young Sandy was a bit of a dual personality. She 
was always rather slow on the rides, some might say 
lazy, but we preferred to think of her as safe, sensi-
ble, strong, sturdy Sandy, but, show her a stubble 

field or a ditch and she turned into a bronco.  

Many a Barrow Farm helper has sat in the mud watching Sandy's bottom    
bouncing towards home. Sandy took seriously the old saying, “seven falls 
before you’re a good rider” and made it her job to ensure the yard girls   
became good riders. However, with the R.D.A. riders she was good, she 
didn’t mind if they were noisy or fidgety, her broad back carried them      
patiently. She had a lovely comfy trot and canter, making up for her slow 
walk.  She was a very kind pony, loved by every one. She worked hard for 
nearly 25 years, second only to Honey. 

Sandy took part in the round Essex sponsored ride, demonstrations, and carnivals and in our early years 
went to fetes giving pony rides. She did her share of competitions, excelling at handy pony classes, noth-
ing scared her, she went round slowly but accurately and won trophies. Her success are still talked about. 

A very big thank you to Honey and Sandy, our longest working ponies who long lives 
brought pleasure to so many. Very useful lives, very well loved and very much missed. 



The Sally Army! 
There was a time in the history of Barrow Farm land when there was a rise in the population of Sallies.  
These Sallies were seen to work, roam, ride, teach and sweep.  They could be often seen gathering at their 
watering place to drink tea and sometimes eat cake.  They were often joined by  an Anne, Clare, Gill or an 
Isobel – sadly there was only one each of these – and as such, are classed as endangered species (not so 
the Sallies). 

The particular era in that the Sallies rose was from the late 1990’s.  Not 
many of you will remember the arrival of the very first Sally, who 
stepped into Barrow Farm Land for a short while even before this era, as 
a youngster to learn her craft.  As most youngsters do, she set off for the 
big wide world for many years.  But then she came back!!! 

Let us go back to when the rise of Sallies really first started.  We first saw 
the arrival of Sally Cross – All who met her and were taught by her just 

loved her . A very warm and friendly and 
caring Sally.  Shortly after that, two more 
Sallies arrived – Sally Waumsley and Sally 
Dowsett.  Sally Waumsley was the        
returning Sally and brought with her a 
wealth of experience and knowledge.  
This Sally was strong of character and 
dependable and all the other Sallies looked up to her.  Sally Dowsett was 
enthusiastic and cheery and made the other Sallies laugh. 

Well as you can imagine, the confusion in Barrow Farm land with all the 
Sallies was rife.  We had to find a way of differentiating the Sallies.  Little 
Sally, Big Sally, new Sally, Old Sally, Blonde Sally……… 

We pretty much had it all sorted 
when something happened to 
cause much more confusion………. 

Another Sally came!!!!!!!!!!  Sally Bush!  Another lovely warm 
and caring Sally to add to all the others. 

We had to find a 
way of identifying 
all the Sallies, so 
this is how it was, 
and how it is now. 

Sally X; Sally W; Sally D; Sally B 

Just to make it worse, the RDA regional big chiefy at the time 
was also a Sally (Campbell-Grey) 

Not all the Sallies are permanently roaming  Barrow Farm 
Land now, but most of them wander in when they can.  Sally 
W is now the only Sally you are guaranteed to see roaming, 

riding, teaching and sweeping (and all the other things she does).  I guess she has become an endangered 
species like the other non-Sallies.   

If you remember any of the Sallies, please give them a fond thought despite all the confusion they may 
have caused.  It wasn’t their fault they were all called Sally!                                        

  By Sally D 

Sally D. 

Sally X 

Sally W 

Sally B 



So many ways to achieve, to celebrate ability, to make us all proud.  

Musical rides have been part of Barrow Farm for a very long time. Here is a 
selection of them.  

 



Competition experience and success 

Wimpole  1991 A young 
Sally W and Thistle 

Moonwind and 
Grace at Wimpole 

RDA Grade tests for all ages and abilities. 
Grade tests are a lovely way for us to recognise rid-
ers achievements and monitor progress. It is very   
rewarding for volunteers to see the riders  improve 
and their confidence grow with their achievements. 
Riders get certificates and badges.  

Starra  gives Lucy her first 
taste of off lead dressage 

Tawny and Emma clear the poles 

Walking the course, Clare, Harry, Rebecca, 
Kiara and Jo. Good preparation brings success 

Paddy with Clare and Chris, until recent years our 
longest attending riders. They started in the 70’s 



Recent additions to what we offer. 
ASDAN 

When Kath Hatwell joined us as a coach in 2008 she brought 
her knowledge of ASDAN with her and  riders have completed 
their portfolios. Some were awarded their certificates by The 
Princess Royal at a Reginal Conference, a lovely day for them 
to remember and be proud of. The picture shows Kirstie and 
Stewart  with their Animal Care portfolios and certificates  

RDA show Jumping  
In house RDA show jumping coach Sally W has developed our 

riders and coaches skills 
and several riders have 
passed their show jumping 
level one.  Working on this 
has given riders  additional 
challenge and variety in 
their lessons. They have to 
learn the correct forward         
position and control the 
horse as well. 

. 

                                 
Left and above,                                         

Emma And Rhia with                               
assessor Sally              

 

 

 

 
RDA Endurance     
Another recent  activity introduced by RDA for riders to enjoy  
and last year many of our riders completed a one kilometre 
“getting started” course in the wood adjacent to the bridlepath. 
Our thanks to our President The Lord Petre LL for allowing us to 
use the wood.  

In all activities our riders  have really shown us what they can 
achieve and be proud of.        

We are proud to give them the opportunity to shine                                      

Molly and Molly 

Right. A proud team, back row volun-
teers Sara, Livvie, Coach Sally. Louise. 
Front row, riders  Howard, Sarah,        
Rebecca and Chris. 

Kieran and his team 



March 2001 Paddy came to work. 
Paddy was the first horse we actually bought. Sally W saw in the fat, 
long haired scruff that he was when we went to see him, what he could 
become and took him under her wing. 
Very quickly he became a firm favourite with yard staff, volunteers and 
riders. We quickly found out that Paddy could turn his hoof to most 
things as he was a very calm natured horse who took everything in his 
stride. He did everything from riders who had to be hoisted on and  
needed maximum support to riders who were able to ride completely  
independently. We trusted him in every situation.  
For several years, Paddy took riders to the regional RDA competition 
and he helped riders qualify for the National RDA Championships, which 
are held at Hartpury College, Gloucestershire. He always behaved     
impeccably and was able to give his riders a fantastic experience of achievement. He was a 
very handsome horse who scrubbed up very well and was admired for his good looks every-
where he went. This meant that he regularly won the Tack and Turnout competition at both the 
regional and national RDA competitions.  

Outside of his day job, Paddy led a very 
varied life and  enjoyed going out   
hacking and competing at dressage and 
cross country with Sally. He regularly 
brought home many rosettes especially 
in the dressage, at which he was      
particularly good.  
When Paddy was not busy working or 
winning rosettes, he loved to go out in 
the field with his friends. He spent many 
hours playing with Fergus and Starra 
and we have many  happy memories of 
Fergus and Paddy swinging each other about by their rugs. He is 
still very much missed. 

Trouble . Trouble, or No Trouble to give her full name was given to 
Barrow Farm by Janet Abbott in March 2000. She was already an    
experienced RDA pony having worked with the groups Janet was a 
volunteer instructor with, and competed in RDA competition. Here at 
Barrow Farm she quickly proved that she was indeed “No Trouble” 
and became a firm favourite with both riders and volunteers. She was 
a real sweetie, always willing and forward going with a comfy trot. 

Many a young rider took their first steps 
off lead on Trouble. In her heyday she 
was very good at cantering on the lead 
rein giving riders an exhilarating and   
exciting ride. She will also be              
remembered for her unusual habit of  
letting her tongue hang out the side of 
her mouth. She was a delight to look  
after with impeccable manners both in 
and out of the stable.                                                                                                 
Trouble was born on Dartmoor and spent her first nine years living 
rough, and had at least one foal. She was then bought by Janet and 
started her career as a ridden pony, soon  progressing to a trusted 
RDA pony. We are lucky to have had Trouble as part of our team, 
she is still talked about by some of our riders and volunteers and is 
very fondly remembered. She certainly was, “No Trouble” 



 

 

Short and longer term equine team members. 
Saladin, Bomber, Troy, Luke, Maggie and Mouse, Patrick, Oscar, Rocket, Jack, 

Opal, H.P. Billy, Rhia. Bruno.  
Over the years many horses and ponies have passed through the yard, some have been on 
loan, some working liveries.  RDA is a difficult job, which does not suit all horses and ponies, 
and for some of them after a few years it was time for them to move on to an easier life. They 
were all missed and are still remembered. Here are the longest staying of them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jack gave many riders  the 
chance to ride off lead. He 
was a good competition  pony 
going to the national RDA 
championships twice. 

Billy was owned by our 
then   treasurer Gill. He 
was a super comfy pony 
in all paces. He took part 
in all daily group         
activities  including     
successful musical rides.  

From the distant past. H.P. posh name 
Huckleberry Pied Piper. He was given 
to us by  the late Victor Carter, who 
had trained Anne at Norton Heath  
Riding Centre. H.P. was a little grey 
superstar, loved by all who knew him. 

Murphy spent time on 
loan to us and was  a    
favourite with our older 
riders. He was strong 
cob and felt very safe  
and steady to ride. He 
was a good RDA      
completion horse. 

Rocket was another Exmoor pony. He 
worked well for four years then unfortu-
nately had a fright in the school during a 
bad storm. He never really settled and 
we decided he needed a different type 
of home. We sold him to a family with a 
pony mad daughter and he is happy. 

Mouse and Maggie were Exmoor sisters who came on loan in the 
90’s .Mouse was a driving pony too. Maggie was a lively pony  
better for more confident riders. They were both firm favourites 
during their time here. 

 

Rhia also belonged to Gill and 
during her time here  went to 
RDA regional competition with 
several riders. She was a very 
pretty “blond” pony and a great 
favourite with many riders. 



 A  Fantastic start to our 30th Anniversary year 
A  £10,000 donation from The trustees of The Elsie Pepperell Estate  

Arrived unannounced just before Christmas 2006.  It came just in time to pay for essential       
re-felting of the stable roofs. After several winters of leaking stables and tack room the horses 
now have dry beds when it rains.  

So we entered our 30th year with the two maintenance items, which had been concerning us 
We still had maintenance issues to address; the  indoor school roof needed attention, and there 
was more fencing to replace and mend. Being 30 years old means that things are wearing out.  

It would be another eight years before funding was secured to replace the roof. 

2007 Fantastic £100,000 donation from The Roma Trust. 
The biggest story of recent times is a fantastic £100,000 donation from ‘The Roma Trust’. An 
amazing endorsement of our valuable work and one that has enabled us to keep ride fees low 
and to do some long needed ground work improvements. New concreted areas on the yard and 
in front of the riding school have improved safety, access, and the staffs working environment.  
It has also given us a bit of a cash cushion to help ride out the         
recession, a bit of a change from the last few years. We were also 
able to put money in the bank for a rainy day. 

Mirrors In 2008 We had always wanted mirrors in the school 
and in 2008 Gill Philpott successfully applied to Aiming High for     
Disabled Children to fund the project.  

The mirrors have proved a fabulous coaching aid and riders love 
them. The horses and ponies had to be introduced to them and Molly 
never quite accepted another big, beautiful horse in her school. 

Another school joined us, Southview from Witham started coming on 
a Monday morning  in 2010 and are still coming. 

Horsebox appeal successful, well done Sally D 
Owning our own horsebox had long been a dream, we had a very small one back in the 70’s. 
For many years we borrowed a trailer. During the 90’s we were given funds to buy our own from 
the UK/USA show proceeds. You may remember it, it was sign written with the funders details. 
Getting a vehicle to tow it had always been difficult, and for years Sally W, who had a four wheel 
drive, had towed the trailer. When her vehicle died we had nothing and had to rely on borrowing 
Michaels company ‘Landy’. Thank you Michael and his boss, Michael  Appostolides. 

Sally D, always up for a challenge, decided to try and raise 
the money to buy a horsebox, 
and during 2009/10 ran a hugely      
successful fund raising appeal. 

The horsebox has made it possi-
ble for us to take the bigger hors-
es to competition and so give 
more riders the chance to com-
pete. Staff can take the horses and ponies out more and so prepare 

and train them so they are safe for our riders in strange venues.  



Volunteer Jo Moss-Rowe awarded                                                                           
regional volunteer of the year in 2012                                                  

Here she is being     
presented her certificate 
by Christine Stone,    
regional chairman at the 
time. 

Jo went on to be one of 
two runners up to the 
national winner. 

Three first’s for us                                                   
June 2009. A first for RDA and Barrow Farm            
We were pleased to host the first ever RDA UKCC Level 2 assessment and 
Anne was one of three coaches to achieve qualification. Since then Barrow 
Farm has embraced the UKCC coach qualification and all our coaches have 
attained  a level appropriate to their experience. Left is Kath, lev-
el 3 coach. 

2011 We join Jack Petchy Award 
scheme  
Every year we can recognise the     
achievement of six riders and they are awarded money for us to 
spend things chosen by winners to enhance their riding         ex-
perience. Winners are nominated by coaches and voted for by all 
our riders. 

2010 Barrow Farm proud to be first RDA group to 
achieve Sport  England  Clubmark    Ac-
creditation. New staff member Kath Hatwell 
worked had to compile a portfolio of all our work and 
activities.  Picture shows Kath , Tawny and             vol-

unteers Holly and Gemma admiring our portfolio. 

Present Chairman James Kearney  
presents out-going chairman Sue 
Hook with memories of her 20 + at 
Barrow farm, first as a ride volunteer 

2008 Oural walks from France to be an RDA pony. 

An Anglo French charity SLL founded by Jakki Cunningham 
brought Camargue horses from 
France to England to be given to 
RDA groups. We were lucky to be 
a chosen group  and Oural arrived 
in October 08. he was, as you can 
imagine very tired and we gave 
him plenty of time to rest and    
settle in. Clare took a shine to him and has 
worked with him over the years to help him develop into a  super pony. 
This year he makes his  RDA competition debut on May 22nd. 

2008-2011 what a change!                                             

2015 enjoying his work. 



Valero partnership 
At the same time as planning the new fire exit ramp and idea had 
grown to make a garden area at the back of the school. Trustee    
Karen Lenher was the driving force and has formed a fantastic    
partnership between Barrow Farm and staff from The London office 
of Valero. 

Thanks to their fantastic volunteering and financial help, we have been able to clear and create 
a garden from the area of waste ground behind the riding school.  

Valero staff have continued to help us in other ways, long may the partnership last. 

 

 

 

From a waste eyesore—-to this. Wow! 

Thanks to garden volunteers John and 
Kay who have developed the garden as you see it today. 

2010-2016 Things are getting old and wearing out, a maintenance plan  is 
badly needed.  But how to pay for it, that was the big problem.               
Treasurer Gill to the rescue, using her grant application skills to successfully put together a 
package of upgrading our facilities and secured most of the funding for the work already  
completed. 

First we improved our fire exit with a new ramp and replaced the school heaters. New lights in 
the riding school meant an end to random tripping. (lights not ponies) 

Then the old concrete stable block which was becoming structurally unsafe was replaced with 
new timber stables, the whole yard re-plumbed and  a new electric supply wired in from  
transformer pole.  

Finally a new floor and roof for the riding school. 

The refurbishment will be completed this summer with a complete upgrade of the school    
toilets, kitchen and waiting room. We have a brilliant new fundraising team who have nearly 

all the funds in place. 



RDA — So much more than just a pony ride 
We are proud to have given many young people, both with and without disabilities the chance 
to develop equestrian skills. Here is a pictorial story of just one such rider, William Swire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pony days, a chance to learn about and practice pony care, make new friends and have 
fun for both riders and volunteers. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jet. The Blue Peter Pony 10.5.1982-12.12.2014 
Probably the most versatile pony we have had Jet worked hard for us for  over 20 
years. He was a true RDA superstar, a seasoned television performer, an        
excellent driving pony. He went to many events promoting RDA, Barrow Farm and 
The Dales Pony Society. He was a purebred Dales Pony, born at The Raygill 

Stud in County Durham. His registered 
name was Raygill John. 
To mention just a few of his outings, he went 
to the London Harness Horse Parade at 
Battersea Park twice with an RDA driver, 
winning first class awards both times.      
Enjoyable but quite nerve wracking days. 
He went to Royal Ascot twice, taking part in the Celebration of the 
Horse Parade. One year Blue Peter filmed him there. RDA riders 
rode him both times.  When the  commentator said he was proof of 
the old saying,” you can’t beat a good British Native pony” it brought 
a lump to my throat. I was so proud of him and his riders. 

 He went to Royal Windsor fancy dress with Moonwind dressed as a jousting horse. 
He went to the RDA’s 25th Anniversary and to the first Para competition at Hartpury way back in 1994. 
again ridden by an RDA riders. I always trusted him completely and he never let me down. 

At home at Barrow Farm, he got on with the really important job of being 
an RDA pony. He would be the pony of choice for assessing new riders, 
the one that stood endlessly at the block waiting for the rider to pluck up 
the courage to mount. He had, a lovely safe feel to him and was always  
a fabulous confidence giver. He has given many riders their first taste of 
“doing it on their own”. Jet could possibly do bending cones in his sleep, 
but as far as the rider was concerned, they are definitely in control!   For 
the more able riders, watching the smiles on their faces as Jet’s trot went 
into overdrive down the long side is something I will always remember. 
He always gave both rider and coach the confidence to push the chal-
lenge that little bit further.  Perhaps never more than at the RDA National 
Championships in 2008 when he gave our rider Emma her own special 
“magic moment” riding on her own in the magnificent indoor arena.   
 

“Hi my name is Emma I have severe   cerebral palsy. I have been 
riding Jet for many years and have developed a very close bond 
with him. I have been riding for twelve years, and I used to need two 
side walkers to hold me on a pony. Since I have been riding Jet my 
balance has improved  dramatically so much so, last year I went to 
my first regional  competition off lead with no side walkers. I could 
only do this on Jet because he is so calm and patient. We qualified 
for the national competition. Jet was very lively at the nationals, it 
was scary for the people watching (especially Anne) but I felt  com-
pletely safe on Jet, I really trust him. Whenever I see Jet I light up, 
he means so much to me if it wasn’t for Jet I wouldn’t be at the 
stage I am now. I can’t see myself  loving another pony the way I love Jet.” 

Jet was an super competition pony, he excelled at everything, 
dressage, working pony, cross country and showing. He gave 
many riders a day to remember and lots of rosettes. 
In 2010 Blue Peter awarded Jet a Gold Blue Peter badge, a fitting     
honour  for all his work. We will always remember him, he was a 
true RDA superstar and working with was him a privilege for us all. 
One the left, Jet causes the crowd to hold their breath at Wimpole 
one year. Luckily pony and rider landed together. 

At royal Ascot 

Exited at Battersea. 

Emma at Hartpury. 



Recognition of Barrow Farm’s  
Achievements in 2014 

2014 was a special year for Barrow Farm. Anne, 
Peter, Mary and Michael have worked tirelessly 
over the years to make  Barrow Farm a success 
for the whole community. Their hard work was 
recognised in 2014 when Anne received the 
honour of being awarded an M.B.E. for her  services to the disabled.  

In the same year Anne was also awarded an honorary degree by Writtle College and the      
University of Essex. This was in recognition of Barrow Farm’s work with disabled riders, but also 
the training Anne has done with many students and young people over the years. 

Without the commitment of Anne, and the whole Mitchel family, hundreds of riders, parents,   
volunteers and staff would not have been able to enjoy the ponies, developed their skills, make 
friends, and have had so much fun. Very many thanks to them and everyone who has           
supported Barrow Farm Riding for the Disabled. 

Dr. Isobel Gowers, trustee  

The Flowers of Exmoor – Summer of 1977 mem-
ories from Jean 
In the blink of an eye 40 years have passed by and the 
Barrow Farm Riding for the Disabled Association has 
taken on a life of its own from the first riding lesson in 
the front field of the farm to the now well established 
riding school. 
 

So many memories from taking on the duties of secre-
tary for the Group, to the submission of the plans for the 
indoor school, the Royal Opening, and the first rides in 
the school.   
 

My first experience of the Group was to help out at a local horse show.  The class was the fancy dress.  
Four ponies were transported by horse box to the event.  Each pony had their own place in the box and 
Minnie had to be the first one in otherwise there was very loud stomping of the hooves on the driveway 
and lots of noise.   
 

Arriving at the show ground a spot was found under the trees away from the crowds and shelter from the 
sun, as it was a very hot day.  The ponies were let out of the box and given hay and water while the 
helpers sat down to a picnic.  After that the hard work began.  The last minute grooming took place and 
the children started to arrive. 
 

Anne had been busy at the sewing machine making the flowers that the children were going to wear.  
They were really excited to be dressed up in their outfits and so it was time to enter the ring and be 
judged.  The children completely forgot that flowers do not wave, but they had a great time waving and 
smiling to all the people in the crowd. 
 

This was my very first time to be able to help out with the Group.  I was asked if I would like to help out 
with a ride at the weekend and I was really happy to say “Yes”. 
I used to help with the rides on a Sunday morning and so many children passed through the Group.  
There was a lot of laughter and smiles from the children as they learnt how to ride and the benefits they 
received that helped to strengthen their bodies and for a little while where able to forget about their       
disabilities and just enjoy life. 
 

Jean Gascoigne.  ex secretary and ride volunteer for many years. 

A very old “flowers picture” 



The Future is looking good   We face the future with a strong team, a newly     
refurbished facility and wonderful volunteers. Most important, the horses and ponies 
from the smallest to the largest, every one a star.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dog Shows                                    
In recent years we have had    
successful dog shows run by     

Jo Moss Rowe and her band of 
“doggy” volunteers.                         
Thanks to them all. 

And Finally   Condensing 40 years into 40 pages has 
been an interesting task that I have  enjoyed doing. I am 
sure I have forgotten loads and would like to say sorry to 
those left out. So many people have supported us it is     
Impossible to include them all. All the Rotary Clubs, all the 
Round Tables, the WI clubs, the Scouts, Cubs, Beavers, 
Brownies and Guides. The Masons and the Lions. The Golf 
Clubs, Chelmsford Mencap and Downs Extra 21. 

All the companies who have given employee time for          
volunteering and the volunteers themselves 

All the marathon runners, sponsored events , raffles, every 
one is remembered and appreciated. You all helped build 
Barrow Farm,      Thank you from us all. 

I would like to acknowledge. 
Our super vets from House and Jackson, 
Blackmore. Always there when we need 
them since 1981. 
Our farrier for nearly 40 years. Brian 
Johnson, joined now by son Gavin. 
Keeping the hay coming, J and D        
Williams. 
Delivering our feed and bedding. Essex 
Animal Feeds. 
Looking after our ponies backs at no 
charge for many, many years, physio and 
ex rider, Jane Pennick.                                                     

A very big thank you to all who rallied round after our recent 
tack theft. Your generosity completely overwhelmed us and 
was very much appreciated. Thanks also to our saddlers, 
John Batchelor and Martin Wilkinson for their prompt  help 

Yard manager Sally with her 
horse Louie 

Tawny Boycie Starra 

 

Lula Macie Nicco 

Fergus Jaybee Rafferty 

 

Oural 


