
Unit 27 – Factual Programme Production for TV 

FACTUAL PROGRAMME COMPONENTS 

  

 Factual TV programmes such as documentaries, news reports and reality TV follow a number 

of codes and conventions that make up a programme. This essay will describe each component of 

factual TV production with an example of how or why they may be used in factual TV production. 

Fitting with the codes and conventions of most media production, I will start with establishing shots. 

These are commonly used as the opening shot of each scene where in which a location changes. 

They usually consist of a wide shot of a building or location that show the viewer where the scene is 

set and are often accompanied by a voice over stating the location in documentaries or news 

reports.  

Pieces to camera also feature heavily in factual TV production, these can take the form of the 

presenter or documentarian looking directly into the camera and addressing the audience about the 

subject they are covering. They are useful to convey a large amount of information to the audience 

clearly and directly in a short space of time. They can often be found in some reality TV shows taking 

the form of a diary room type set up in which the subjects explain their thoughts on situations to the 

audience. 

Voice overs can often be helpful as an added element to deliver information to the audience. Some 

documentaries choose to avoid this technique but others often include the presenter or reporter 

giving a voice over to fill in missing information to the audience. These can often be found in films by 

documentarians such as Werner Herzog and Louis Theroux. 

Montages are used for a variety of reasons in factual TV. They can have many uses and advantages 

such as a quick hit of information to the audience. To show a passage of time or even just a short 

and light break for the audience from the often heavy subject of the documentary. They can also be 

used as a visual space filler when coupled with voice over to give the viewer something to look at 

whilst they listen to the narration.  

Many news reports often use visual data such as graphs, tables or maps to relay information in a 

way in which the audience can easily understand. Showing data visually can often make things more 

obvious to a passive audience so if it is important for an audience to understand a certain piece of 

information, then visual data is a great way to show this.  

An important aspect for factual TV are interviews as they are often the backbone in which a 

documentary is formed. Even more important is to find interviews with experts or in some case 

victims to the topic you are documenting. They can give you an in depth look at a topic from people 

who have either researched it heavily or even experienced it directly. Which can be an incredibly 

valuable asset to the documentary or report.  

Vox pops are another type of interview technique often used in factual TV production although 

different from expert and victim interviews they can be just as effective. Where expert and victim 

interviews are often based on facts and research. Vox pops are more based around personal 

opinion. Often just interviews with people on the streets they can be edited together in quick 

succession to give an idea of the general public consensus on a topic.  



Many documentaries, often based on historical events rely heavily on archive footage. This is any 

footage that wasn’t filmed specifically for that documentary however remains relevant to the topic. 

This can add a visual element to a film that otherwise would be impossible to show. For example a 

documentary on a dead celebrity may feature archive footage of previous interviews they have done 

given they are obviously unavailable to do one for this specific documentary.  

Actual event footage is another form of archive footage although of a separate kind. Archive footage 

is generally of a historical nature whereas Actual even footage is generally footage that features the 

topical event actually occurring. For example a documentary or news report about a crime may 

feature CCTV or phone footage of the actual event occurring. 

Noddy shots and cutaways are generally used in an interview setting to give the audience other 

visual information whilst they are hearing from the interviewee. Noddy shots can show the 

interviewer agreeing with the points the interviewee makes whilst cutaways can build on the 

interviewees points using visual information. 

Re-enactments are also a notable standard in factual TV production. They are a short re-enactment 

of an event that happened in the past using actors to represent the subjects. This are quite 

commonly found in crime shows such as crime watch to give a detailed account of an event. 

And in conclusion the conclusion/sign-off are a key part of factual TV production and these involve 

the presenter rounding up the points made in the piece and bringing everything to an even close and 

fitting to that theme. This is the end of my round up of the codes and conventions of factual TV 

production.   


