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12 July 2016

Tommy Sheppard MP

House of Commons

London

SW1A 0AA

Dear Mr Sheppard,

Like many in Scotland, I was shocked and appalled by the result in the recent

referendum on membership of the European Union. And given the strong support for

remaining in the EU among Scottish voters, I was not surprised to then see

speculation of a second Scottish Independence referendum.

I should say first that I have long been a supporter of Scotland remaining within the

United Kingdom. This is with much the same reasoning that led me to vote for the

UK to remain in the EU: I believe that we are strongest when nations work together

with a common goal, and in an increasingly global society, I feel that reasserting

historic divisions amongst allies is a backward step. These reasons contributed to my

decisions to vote “No” in the 2014 Independence referendum, and “Remain” in the

EU referendum.

However, even I cannot ignore the fact that while prevailing trends in much of

England and Wales favour insularity and isolationism, Scotland faces the prospect of

having that backward step taken for us, and against our will. If forced to choose

between the UK and a strong, collaborative European Union, I would have to reevaluate the situation, and would consider switching my vote to “Yes” in the event of a

second Independence referendum.

But I would argue that it is imperative that we do not rush into another such

referendum. If the past two years have taught us anything, it is that yes/no votes of

constitutional importance come with massive emotional taxes on the nation, dividing

friends, neighbours and even families. We must be given time to heal before putting

the country through yet more turmoil and heartache.

Moreover, seeing now the consequences of a referendum in which neither side had a

clear plan of what would happen in the event of a “leave” vote, we can ill afford to

make the same mistake in the future. If a second yes/no Independence referendum is

to be called over the outcome of the recent EU referendum, then we must be clear—

in advance—of what would happen given either outcome. In particular, I would call

on you, the SNP and the First Minister, to defer any such action until we have, as a

minimum, the following assurances:

1. That a firm commitment has been made for the UK to invoke Article 50 of the

Lisbon Treaty, along with an agreed timescale as to when it will be invoked;

2. That we have been given a definite pledge from the remaining member states that

an independent Scotland would be eligible to remain in, or rejoin, the European

Union.



The EU referendum result has been a “game-changer”; of that there can be no

doubt. However, given that our new Prime Minister has yet to give any firm plan for

when Article 50 might be invoked, I believe we must acknowledge that to rush into

another independence referendum would mean asking people to make an important

and lasting decision without any clear view of the consequences. Indeed, if a second

referendum is the intent, committing to a concrete set of pre-conditions such as the

above would have the additional benefit of reducing the uncertainty currently being

felt by Scottish families and businesses over when or if a second referendum might be

held.

Yours sincerely,
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