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Reverse Accident Statistics

Statistics from www.kidsafe.com.au show that:

• In Queensland, 3 children under the age of 5 are killed in low speed reversing

accidents every year and 8 children in Australia are run over and injured every

week.

• In Australia, over 50 children are killed in low speed reversing accidents every

year

Allianz* research produced a very revealing report on accidents whilst parking and

manoeuvring. 84% of accidents occur when reversing as opposed to only 16% going

forward.
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Despite the advent and uptake of reverse sensor, camera and other safety

technologies over the past ten years the frequency of accidents occurring during

parking and manoeuvring 'has increased by more than 30% during this 10 year

period'

SUV's and vans account for 30% more of these accidents than small or compact

vehicles.

Reverse parking and manoeuvring accidents make up 44% of auto liability

incidents with physical loss or damage, and 39% of full physical damage collisions

41.7% resulted from a vehicle hitting another stationary vehicle when reverse

parking, 20.1% involved two cars bumping into each other as they were both

reverse parking

The average liability claim for these accidents totals approximately $2200

Many drivers rely too heavily on their parking assistance system, and often fail to

act quickly enough. Allianz research concluded.

"The first intelligent driver assistance systems like automated parking assistants

and autonomous emergency brake systems for manoeuvring will help to

significantly reduce this risk in the future."



Reversing in the workplace is also a major risk factor. At least a quarter and up to a

half of vehicle accidents occur whilst reversing

Has your business had reversing incidents resulting in injury, fatality or a large

damage bill? My guess is that if you are in construction, transport, mining or retail,

reversing incidents are all too frequent.

Safework Australia** analysed a decade of data about workers on foot killed in truckrelated incidents at workplaces. Of the 54 workers on foot who were killed at

workplaces, 18 incidents were where the truck was reversing. Construction

workplaces accounted for the greatest number of fatalities involving workers on foot.

UK data from the Health &amp; Safety Executive** (www.hse.gov.uk) determined that

“Nearly a quarter of all deaths involving vehicles at work occur during reversing. Many

other reversing accidents do not result in injury but cause costly damage to vehicles,

equipment and premises”

Reversing incidents with forklift and other plant are a serious concern in WHS. Overall

industry data is difficult to collate although frequent contact with industry WHS experts

leads me to believe that reversing plant risks is an escalating hazard to address.



Reverse Alert is an aftermarket automatic braking system significantly providing

engineering controls in that it requires absolutely no input from the driver to stop

the vehicle. Note Reverse Alert is a driver aid that still requires responsible driver

operation.

Importantly, Reverse Alert can now be fitted to light vehicles, buses, trucks, trailers,

caravans, forklift and other plant including rollers and loaders. This is life saving and

injury prevention technology available now.

In the WHS Hierarchy of Controls, Reverse Alert is an engineering control designed to

reduce reversing incidents. The ultimate goal of WHS is to eliminate all safety

hazards.

The main issue with putting in

place administrative controls is the

worker is ultimately responsible

for his/her own actions. Reverse

Alert, the world’s first aftermarket

reverse automatic braking system,

has now engineered out the

human factor. If a reversing

incident is about to happen

through human error, this new

technology automatically applies

the brake, preventing the

accident.



For further information, contact:

Ian Costelloe

M: 0478415226

ianc@reversealertaustralia.com.au

www.reversealertaustralia.com.au

References:

*https://www.allianz.com/en/press/news/commitment/community/150505_a-sudden-bangwhen-parking.html

**http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/SWA/about/Publications/Documents/854/Workrelated-fatalities-involving-trucks.pdf

*** http://www.hse.gov.uk/workplacetransport/factsheets/reversing.htm
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