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Artist’s depiction of the world should the draft ceremony fail to appease the League Managers and prevent the Coming Darkness.



THE DRAFT IS NIGH

——————————————————————————————



Quake, O Ye Mortals, For None Shall Survive Unaltered

——————————————————————————————



Proxy Drafters Needed for Eric and Zakk

——————————————————————————————

By CHO’THUGTH THE OBEDIENT, Contributing Homunculus

THE OUBLIETTE OF UNENDING TORMENT – Lo, for the time of the

Coming Darkness is imminent, and the traditional offerings and supplications to the
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League Managers must be made should owners wish to see their charming, fragile,

transitory World endure.

In just a few short days, the appointed hours – 2:30 PM on Sunday, August 28

– will arrive, yes. And only then can the incantations be made, and the Fragrant

Candle be ignited, and the draft board be filled. And only through these actions can

the Coming Darkness be kept at bay, through the sweet mercies of the League

Managers.

On arrival, the faithful are instructed to firmly rap upon the threshold and utter

the Ancient Words of Entreaty for Admittance: “O, forgiving League Managers, we

humble supplicants beg entry. Y'hah ph'ehye nach' lw'nafh, gof'nn ph'bug.”

Snacks there might be, and limited beverages of the syrupy and carbonated

variety, but devotees must bring their own spirits, and they would be well advised to

furnish their own edible offerings to the League Managers as well, for They are most

ravenous, yes. If an offering is sufficient, it will be shared among all of the petitioners

present, as is Tradition.

Supplicants are advised to bring their own Draft Lists and writing implements,

for there will be many present and little time in which to prepare before the Hour of

Reckoning is at hand.

If absolutely necessary, and the waning time permits, it is said that, sometimes,

the League Managers will provide the worthy with Draft Lists. However, these Lists

are rumored to be deficient, as the League Managers can be cruel and capricious; and

Witnesses would better curry the favor of the League Managers if each were to have

a sufficiently different list such that none shall know the mind of their fellow

supplicants.

The League Managers will reward those who are prepared. It is Known.

Devotees are encouraged to arrive some thirty minutes to one full hour before

the Hour of Reckoning, so that all can be made ready ere the ritual is to begin. The

League Managers look most disapprovingly on tardiness, yes. Tardiness without

warning is especially disfavored. From time to time, the League Managers have been

known to do what They can to delay the Hour of Reckoning, but once the stars are

aligned, there is little recourse that can be taken to postpone the inevitable.

Should a participant expect that they will be delayed, they are encouraged to

contact the League Managers in an expedient fashion. This is Right and Respectful.

Owners are permitted to bring guests to the proceedings, but these guests are

cautioned to be silent and still once the ceremony commences, lest the League
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Managers’ ire be raised. Unannounced guests attend at their own risk, for the League

Managers are often ill-tempered and weary upon the onset of the Yearly Observances.

The rites are expected to last some three to four hours, so Witnesses are

counseled to prepare for an extended ritual, yes. Those who leave before the cessation

of the formalities are likely to risk the wrath of the League Managers, and jeopardize

their ability to thrive in the upcoming Season. They will lament their impatience when

the nights become long and cold, and their rosters prove unworthy.

Brothers Colin, Eric, and Zachary will be unable to attend, most distressingly.

Brother Colin has arranged to fulfill his ceremonial obligations via cellular projection

and remote viewing. The Others have not.

The League Managers demand that proxies take the places of Brother Eric and

Brother Zachary. If this is not done, the Sublime Dodecagon will be incomplete, and

the Coming Darkness cannot be prevented. All shall suffer and be lost, yes.

Brethren and Sistren are permitted to remain after the culmination of the

services, to replenish themselves and to mingle with their fellows. This is satisfactory

to the League Managers. However, once the hour reaches eight of the clock, the

remaining supplicants are to depart immediately, or risk seeing the League Managers

in Their true, glorious Wrath.

The League Managers have authorized this humble servant to convey Their

bestowal of good luck upon those who carry out these, Their directives, with

diligence and fidelity, yes.
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DRAFT PREVIEW: WIDE RECEIVERS

————————————



Projecting the Most Dominant Position in the League of Doom

————————————

By ALCYBONE BALFOUR, Contributor

DOUCHELAND – In the four seasons since the League of Doom initially went

PPR, just under a third of all players in the top-10 fantasy scorers have been wide

receivers, a remarkable feat considering that wide receivers touch the ball far less

than quarterbacks and running backs.

Moreover, the most successful teams over that period have always had one of

the top tier wide receivers on their rosters. Ned, the 2012 Gumby Bowl winner, had

Calvin Johnson, the top wide receiver that year. In 2013, Gumby Bowl runner-up

Eric had the number two and three wide receivers, Demaryius Thomas and Josh

Gordon. (That year’s champion, Chris, does not believe that wide receivers exist, is

morally opposed to the forward pass, and had a losing record that season, anyway.)

The champion in 2014, Colin, had the number two receiver, Demaryius Thomas, on

his roster. Other Sam, the 2015 champion, took the number one wide receiver,

Antonio Brown, into his Gumby Bowl matchup against Chris, who had the number

two wide receiver, Julio Jones.

Long story short, wide receiver may be the most important position in the

League of Doom. Unfortunately, they can also be highly unpredictable, many are

self-centered prima donnas, and their performances are inextricably intertwined with

those of their quarterbacks and offensive lines. Owners need a reliable guide to make

well-informed selections.

Look no further. This year, there are two distinct tiers among the top echelon

wide receivers: the top three, followed by the next seven. Another tier begins after

the tenth ranked wide receiver, but we are not concerned with that. Here are your top

ten wide receivers:

1. Antonio Brown, Pit (1st in 2015; Week 8 Bye)

Brown may well be the first overall pick in PPR format leagues, and is likely

the best pure receiver in football today. Some mitigating factors to take into account,

however: Brown has not played well with quarterbacks other than the oft-injured Ben

Roethlisberger; he has to play the Bengals twice per season, and they seem to want
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to kill him; and he is a member of the Steelers, who are all terrible people. The

Steelers’ number two receiver, Martavis Bryant, is suspended for the entire 2016

season; how that affects Brown is unclear, as he should get more attention from

opposing defenses, but he should also see a higher number of targets. Either way, he

should be the first receiver off the board. We project him to get 123 receptions for

1,656 yards and 10 touchdowns, scoring 287.1 fantasy points.

2. Julio Jones, Atl (2nd in 2015; Week 11 Bye)

Jones was targeted an absurd, league-leading 203 times in 2015, and his

prototypical speed and size allowed him to take full advantage of those looks.

However, Atlanta didn’t win when they went pass-wacky. They want to establish

more of a ground game this year, and they brought in a more legitimate number two

receiver in Mohamed Sanu, so it is doubtful that Jones will see the magnitude of

success he did last season. Nevertheless, he is still as sure a thing as you can get. We

project him to make 113 receptions for 1,595 yards and nine touchdowns, scoring

278.7 fantasy points.

3. Odell Beckham Jr., NYG (5th in 2015; Week 8 Bye)

Despite missing five games between 2014 and 2015, Beckham holds the record

for most receiving yards in a player’s first two seasons. He is an aggressive, resilient

player, and he has fantastic hair. However, he’s also a bit of a hot head, and has shown

that it’s not too hard to get under his skin; he was suspended for fighting cornerback

Josh Norman last season. Assuming he can keep himself together, especially now

that he’ll have to face off against Norman twice a year, we project him to make 100

receptions for 1,478 yards and 11 touchdowns, scoring 265.1 fantasy points.

4. DeAndre Hopkins, Hou (4th in 2015; Week 9 Bye)

Hopkins is at the top of the second tier of wide receivers. He had a monster

season in 2015 despite the carousel of shame that was Houston’s quarterback

position, with appearances from luminaries such as Brian Hoyer, Ryan Mallett,

Brandon Weeden, and T.J. Yates, demonstrating that his talent can overcome even

the least effective arms. This year, the Texans hope to see a modicum of competence

and consistency at quarterback from Robert Pattinson-impersonator Brock Osweiler.

On the other hand, they also brought in Lamar Miller and drafted Will Fuller to serve

as their second option at wide receiver, so Hopkins may not see as many targets this

year. Plus, he held out for a whole day over the summer, because he is selfish.
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Nevertheless, we project him to make 92 receptions for 1,300 yards and nine

touchdowns, scoring 230.0 fantasy points.

5. A.J. Green, Cin (8th in 2015; Week 9 Bye)

This offseason, the Bengals lost number two and three wide receivers Marvin

Jones and Mohamed Sanu to the Lions and Falcons, respectively. Newcomer

journeyman Brandon LaFell (who recently tore a ligament in his hand, and may miss

some time as a result) and second round draft pick Tyler Boyd are unlikely to replace

their production, at least not right away, and top tight end Tyler Eifert’s early season

is in jeopardy due to offseason ankle surgery. Green (and his fantasy owners) should

be the primary beneficiary of all of this turmoil, seeing a career-high in targets this

season. We project him to make 87 receptions for 1,256 yards and 10 touchdowns,

scoring 227.1 fantasy points.

6. Allen Robinson, Jac (6th in 2015; Week 5 Bye)

Robinson and Jags quarterback Blake Bortles (Bortles – that’s a funny name)

established a fantastic connection in their mutual sophomore seasons, with Robinson

nearly tripling his receiving yards and increasing his touchdowns sevenfold from his

first year. Twelve of his touchdowns occurred in the red zone, with Robinson targeted

on almost one out of every four red zone passes. The Jags brought in red zone

touchdown hog Chris Ivory in the offseason, though, so Robinson’s touchdown total

is likely to decline – especially if tight end Julius Thomas figures out how to play

football when Peyton Manning isn’t throwing to him. Still, Robinson is Bortles’ top

guy, and we project him to make 79 receptions for 1,231 yards and nine touchdowns,

scoring 216.6 fantasy points.

7. Dez Bryant, Dal (81st in 2015; Week 7 Bye)

Bryant missed seven games with a foot injury last year, and had to deal with a

bunch of mooks (hey, look, Brandon Weeden again!) throwing him the ball for six of

the games that he did play. He’s been a top-seven fantasy receiver for the three

seasons prior, though. His owners need to keep their fingers crossed, because the

Cowboys refuse to acquire a real backup for their injury-prone, 36-year-old

quarterback. Jerry Jones should probably fire his GM. Bryant also recently suffered

a concussion, so be aware of that. We project Bryant to make 82 receptions for 1,138

yards and 10 touchdowns, scoring 214.8 fantasy points.
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8. Jordy Nelson, GB (Did not play in 2015; Week 4 Bye)

In his last three full seasons as a starter, Nelson was the number two, number

12, and number three receiver, respectively, making him one of the most consistently

outstanding receivers in the league. He tore his ACL 12 months ago, however, and

missed all of his 2015 season. He suffered a “hiccup” (i.e. tendonitis) in his other

knee this July, and only came off of the PUP list on August 16th. He’s also 31, so his

ability to rebound from the ACL tear is a major question market. Still, even if he’s

not back to full strength, he should be a borderline top-tier fantasy receiver. We

project him to make 82 receptions for 1,185 yards and nine touchdowns, scoring

213.7 fantasy points.

9. Brandon Marshall, NYJ (3rd in 2015; Week 11 Bye)

Marshall – whose middle name, it should be pointed out, is Markeith – had a

career year in 2015, despite having Ryan “The Amish Rifle” Fitzpatrick throwing

him the ball. Marshall successfully lobbied hard to get the Jets to bring back

Fitzpatrick this season. However, the Jets also replaced bruising runner Chris Ivory

with adept runner/receiver Matt Forte, so Marshall may see less targets this year –

and regression due to age is always a possibility. We project him to make 89

receptions for 1,211 yards and eight touchdowns, scoring 211.6 fantasy points.

10. Alshon Jeffery, Chi (45th in 2015; Week 9 Bye)

Jeffery had a breakout season in 2013, and followed that up with another doozy

in 2014. Last year was a bust, though; he missed seven games due to soft tissue

injuries. When he did play, he played exceedingly well, with six receptions, 89.7

yards, and 0.44 touchdowns per game. He is still young – just 26 – and Smokin’ Jay

Cutler’s next two most frequent receiving options, Matt Forte and Martellus Bennett,

left for the Jets and Patriots, respectively, so Jeffery should see an uptick in targets.

He’s also entering a contract year, so he has every reason to play hard. We project

him to make 84 receptions for 1,211 yards and eight touchdowns, scoring 211.3

fantasy points.

And there you have it. Ten juicy, enticing wide receivers, all waiting for you.
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DRAFT PREVIEW: RUNNING BACKS

————————————



The Most Coveted, Least Abundant Position in the Draft?

————————————

By COACH CLYDE RALEIGH, Contributor

THE LOCAL VFW – The blistering run through the secondary. The anklebreaking cuts. The leap over the pile at the goal line. The bowling ball scattering

linebackers. Regardless of your preferred flavor, there is really nothing more exciting

than a running back at his best. Fantasy football and misguided NFL rules changes

may have diminished their importance, but nothing can reduce their unique

combination of power, quickness, and grace.

As the resident expert on running backs, I have been called on to preview the

top ten running backs of the draft. As any bona fide fan of football understands, the

only numbers that matter for running backs are touches, yards, and touchdowns; all

of that next generation statistical analysis is just nonsense to make nerds feel better

about not getting any. So here are my rankings, based on the things that actually

matter.

1. David Johnson, Ari (3rd in 2015; Week 9 Bye)

Johnson was eighth in rushing touchdowns and fourth in receiving touchdowns

in 2015. He wasn’t the starter in the desert until week 13, making his numbers even

more impressive. He should be the sole starter in 2016, although Cards’ head coach

Bruce Arians has made some ominous noises about not running Johnson into the

ground, going so far as to say that, while David Johnson is the better receiver, David

and backup Chris Johnson are of equivalent running ability.

2. Todd Gurley, LA (8th in 2015; Week 8 Bye)

Gurley was ninth in carries, third in yards, fifth in rushing touchdowns, tied for

eighth in yards per rushing attempt, and third in rushing yards per game in his rookie

season – and all of that after he missed his first two games and didn’t start until week

four. Despite being the sole weapon on the anemic Rams offense, he was the thirdhighest scoring running back on a per-game basis.
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3. Lamar Miller, Hou (6th in 2015; Week 9 Bye)

Miller was seventh in rushing touchdowns and ninth in receptions in 2015, on

a miserable Dolphins offense that was dead last in rushing attempts – he’s never had

more than 13 carries a game over a season. Now he’s with the Texans, who were

fourth in the league in rushing attempts, so he’s set to explode this season, and he

isn’t injury prone like his predecessor, Arian Foster. Look out for red zone specialist

Alfred Blue taking some of Miller’s carries near the goal line, though.

4. Adrian Peterson, Min (2nd in 2015; Week 6 Bye)

First in carries, first in rushing yards, tied for first in rushing touchdowns, and

first in rushing yards per game in 2015, Peterson seems not to be effected by age,

injury, or suspension. This is especially surprising considering his heavy usage and

punishing running style. Of slight concern is the fact that the Vikings have said that

they want to incorporate more a shotgun spread attack that fits QB Teddy

Bridgewater’s skill set, and Peterson has historically struggled when running out of

the shotgun.

5. Jamaal Charles, KC (53rd in 2015; Week 5 Bye)

Charles only played five games in 2015, tearing his ACL for the second time in

his career. In those five games, though, he accounted for 541 total yards and five

touchdowns. The last time he returned from a torn ACL, Charles had a career year,

so expect him to come back with a vengeance. Charcandrick West was a serviceable

runner for the Chiefs last year, so there is some concern that West will leech carries

from Charles, although reports say that the Chiefs don’t intend on limiting a healthy

Charles.

6. Ezekiel Elliott, Dal (Rookie; Week 7 Bye)

Elliott, as a rookie, is a bit of an unknown, although he’s about as safe a bet for

an unknown player as one can want. Dallas was 18th in rushing attempts in 2015, but

they were third in rushing attempts the previous season, when they had a viable

starter. They have one of the best run-blocking lines in the NFL, and Elliott, as the

most talented back on the team, looks to step in right away and be the workhorse back

the Cowboys were looking for. He has been accused of domestic assault, though, so

anyone who takes him should keep an eye on that.
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