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Renewing the Vision

Introduction



Over the past two decades, the Church in the United States has been greatly enriched by the renewal of

ministry with adolescents. In September 1976, the Department of Education of the United States Catholic

Conference issued a new vision for ministry with young people that blended the best of past efforts with

emerging ideas from leaders across the country. A Vision of Youth Ministry articulated the philosophy, goals,

principles, and components of a new direction in the Church’s ministry with adolescents. This vision was

expressed as: “Youth Ministry is the response of the Christian community to the needs of young people, and the

sharing of the unique gifts of youth with the larger community” (p. 6). This pattern of responding to the needs

of young people and involving young people -- with their gifts and energy -- in the life of the community guided

the dynamic approach to ministry presented in A Vision of Youth Ministry.

Renewing the Vision: A Framework for Catholic Youth Ministry builds on the fine tradition begun by the 1976

document, A Vision of Youth Ministry. It has been expanded to address the call to personal discipleship,

evangelization, and leadership. To respond to the new challenges and opportunities of our day the Catholic

bishops of the United States offer Renewing the Vision -- a blueprint for the continued development of effective

ministry with young and older adolescents.

Renewing the Vision is a call to make ministry with adolescents a concern for the entire church community,

especially for leaders in parishes, schools, and dioceses. The Holy Father has emphasized repeatedly the

importance of young people and ministry with them. His words at World Youth Day 1995 called the Church to

become the “traveling companion of young people.”

What is needed today is a Church which knows how to respond to the expectations of young people. Jesus

wants to enter into dialogue with them and, through his body which is the Church, to propose the possibility of a

choice which will require a commitment of their lives. As Jesus with the disciples of Emmaus, so the Church

must become today the traveling companion of young people ... (Youth: Sent to Proclaim True Liberation,

World Youth Day 1995, Philippines).

Renewing the Vision takes up the Holy Father’s challenge by focusing the Church’s ministry with adolescents

on three essential goals: (1) empowering young people to live as disciples of Jesus Christ in our world today;

(2) drawing young people to responsible participation in the life, mission, and work of the faith community; and

(3) fostering the personal and spiritual growth of each young person. To accomplish these goals it will take a

practical framework for utilizing the resources of the entire faith community and integrating ministry with

adolescents and their families into the total life and mission of the Church.

Renewing the Vision is most importantly an affirmation of the faith, gifts, energy, and fresh ideas of young

people. It is a Christ-centered vision. It is a call to empower young people for the mission they have been given

by the Lord Jesus. As the Holy Father said to the young people gathered in Denver at World Youth Day 1993:

At this stage of history, the liberating message of the Gospel of life has been put into your hands. And the

mission of proclaiming it to the ends of the earth is now passing to your generation, the young Church. We pray

with the whole Church that we can meet the challenge of providing “coming generations with reasons for living

and hoping” (Gaudium et Spes, no. 31).



Part One

The Growth and Development

of the Church's Ministry

with Adolescents



Signs of Hope

One of the most hopeful signs over the past two decades in the Catho lic Church in the United States has been

the renewal of ministry with adolescents.

A Vision of Youth Ministry initiated a transformation in the Church's thinking and practice that has matured over

the past two decades. It emphasized the following aspects of ministry with adolescents:

•



Ministerial and pastoral. The pastoral, integrated vision of Church, expressed through the eight

components (ministries of advocacy, catechesis, community life, evangelization, justice and

service, leadership development, pastoral care, and prayer and worship) was grounded in a

contemporary understanding of the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ and his Church. A

Vision of Youth Ministry made it quite clear that ministry with young people was integral to the

life of the Church. Far from peripheral to the Church's concern, ministry with adolescents was

essential for helping the Church realize its mission with its young members.



•



Relational. Effective ministry with adolescents was built on relationships. The central place of

the Emmaus story in A Vision of Youth Ministry demonstrated the primacy of relationships and

of discovering God within those relationships.



•



Goal-centered. In articulating two primary goals for ministry, A Vision of Youth Ministry gave

specific direction while encouraging leaders in local communities to create a variety of ways to

reach their goals. There was no longer one way to minister to adolescents.



•



Multidimensional. An effective ministry incorporated eight components with their program

activities so that the needs of all the young people could be addressed and the resources of the

community could be wisely used. This multidimensional approach was a needed response to

social-only, athletics-only or religious education-only youth programming.



•



Holistic and developmental. A Vision of Youth Ministry proposed an approach that attended to a

wide spectrum of adolescent needs and that was attuned to the distinct developmental, social,

cultural, and religious needs of adolescents.



•



People-centered and needs -focused. A Vision of Youth Ministry focused on young people. It

encouraged an approach designed to address the particular needs of young people in their

communities. A Vision of Youth Ministry did not recommend program models or specific

activities, recognizing that the day had passed when one program structure could respond to all

the needs of youth.



A Vision of Youth Ministry was the catalyst for a dramatic increase in new and innovative pastoral practice with

adolescents. Since the late 1970s, the Church has seen the growth of multidimensional parish youth ministries

throughout the country, the emergence of the role of parish coordinators of youth ministry and Catholic high



school campus ministers, the development and widespread availability of high quality youth ministry training

programs and youth leadership training programs, an increase in the number of quality youth ministry

resources, attention to the needs of families with adolescents, and expansion of the scope of ministry to include

young and older adolescents.

We are very encouraged to see that the renewal of ministry with adolescents has had a positive impact on the

lives of young people. The 1996 study of parish youth ministry program participants, New Directions in Youth

Ministry, offers the first data on a national level specifically on Catholic youth ministry. The study is good news

for the Church because it shows that adolescents who participate in parish youth ministry programs identify

faith and moral formation as a significant contribution to the ir life, have a profound sense of commitment to the

Catholic Church, attend Sunday Mass regularly, and show continued growth while they remain involved in

youth programs. These are positive signs that the Church's investment in ministry with adolescents is making a

difference in their lives and in the life of the Church. 1



A New Moment

Two decades after the publication of A Vision of Youth Ministry, the Church's ministry with adolescents is

confronted by three new challenges.

First, the changes in our society present the Church with a new set of issues. We are deeply concerned by

America's neglect of young people. The United States is losing its way as a society by not ensuring that all

youth move safely and successfully into adulthood. All across America, far too many young people are

struggling to construct their lives without an adequate foundation upon which to build. We are also concerned

about the consequences of the social and economic forces affecting today's families. The effects of

consumerism and the entertainment media often encourage a culture of isolation. Far too many families lack

sufficient time together and the resources to develop strong family relationships, to communicate life- giving

values and a religious faith, to celebrate family rituals, to participate in family activities, and to contribute to the

well-being of their community. Too many communities do not provide the economic, social service, and human

development infrastructure necessary for promoting strong families and positive adolescent development.2

These new challenges can point to new opportunities for ministry. The Church's ministry with adolescents and

their families has an important contribution to make in building healthy communities and in providing the

developmental and relational foundation essential to a young person's healthy development. We need a vision

and strategy that addresses these contemporary challenges.

Second, new research has provided insight into the factors that make for healthy adolescent development.

Through its surveys with more than a quarter of a million adolescents in 450 communities across the United

States, the Search Institute, a research organization dedicated to promoting the well-being and positive

development of children and adolescents, ha s identified forty essential building blocks or assets for positive

adolescent development, reflecting the extensive literature on child and adolescent development, resiliency,

youth development, and substance abuse prevention. These forty building blocks3 include external assets

provided by the community through families, schools, churches, and organizations, and internal assets

developed within the adolescent (e.g., commitment to learning, positive values, social skills, and positive

identity). The Search Institute research on asset-building indicates that

•

•



•



asset development begins at birth and needs to be sustained throughout childhood and

adolescence;

asset building depends on building positive relationships with children and adolescents, and

requires a highly consistent community in which they are exposed to clear messages about what

is important;

families can and should be the most powerful generators of developmental assets;



•



•



assets are more likely to blossom if they are nurtured simultaneously by families, schools, youth

organizations, neighborhoods, religious institutions, health care providers, and in the informal

settings in which adults and youth interact;

everyone in a community has a role to play.



This model of healthy adolescent development offers practical direction for the Church's ministry today and in

the future. Ministry with adolescents will need to be more comprehensive and community- wide to take full

advantage of the opportunities presented by this research.

Third, the continuing development of the Church's understanding and practice of ministry since the publication

of A Vision of Youth Ministry in the late 1970s needs to be incorporated into a contemporary vision and strategy

for ministry with adolescents today. The following publications provide a foundation upon which to build this

enriched and expanded vision and strategy: The Challenge of Adolescent Catechesis: Maturing in Faith

(NFCYM, 1986), The Challenge of Catholic Youth Evangelization: Called to Be Witnesses and Storytellers

(NFCYM, 1993), A Family Perspective in Church and Society (USCC, 1988), Putting Children and Families

First (USCC, 1991), Follow the Way of Love (USCC, 1994), Communities of Salt and Light (USCC, 1993), and

A Message to Youth: Pathway to Hope (USCC, 1995).

In order to respond to these challenges and opportunities, the Church's ministry with adolescents needs to enter

a new stage in its development. Renewing the Vision is a blueprint for the continued development of effective

ministry with young and older adolescents. Its expanded vision and strategy challenges leaders and their faith

communities to address these challenges and to invest in young people today. We are confident that the Catholic

community will respond by utilizing our considerable creativity, energy, and resources of ministry with

adolescents. We are writing to inspire parish, school, and diocesan leaders to continue the fine tradition begun

by A Vision of Youth Ministry—a tradition that continues to give birth to effective ministry with new

generations of young people.



Part Two

Goals for Ministry with Adolescents

As leaders in the field of the youth apostolate, your task will be to help your parishes, dioceses, associations,

and movements to be truly open to the personal, social, and spiritual needs of young people. You will have to

find ways of involving young people in projects and activities of formation, spirituality, and service, giving

them responsibility for themselves and their work, and taking care to avoid isolating them and their apostolate

from the rest of the ecclesial community. Young people need to be able to see the practical relevance of their

efforts to meet the real needs of people, especially the poor and neglected. They should also be able to see that

their apostolate belongs fully to the Church's mission in the world (cf. Pope John Paul II, Christ Invites, Reveals

and Sends, 1993).

Three interdependent and equally important goals guide the Church's ministry with adolescents.4 These goals

state what it means for the Catholic community to respond to the needs of young people and to involve young

people in sharing their unique gifts with the larger community. They express the Church's focus for ministry

with adolescents, while encouraging local creativity in developing the programs, activities, and strategies to

reach these goals.



Goal 1: To empower young people to live as disciples of Jesus Christ in our world today.

Ministry with adolescents helps young people learn what it means to follow Jesus Christ and to live as his

disciples today, empowering them to serve others and to work toward a world built on the vision and values of

the reign of God. As we wrote in A Message to Youth:



As a baptized member of the Church, Jesus Christ calls you to follow in his footsteps and make a difference in

the world today. You can make a difference! . . . In the words of the Holy Father: "Offer your youthful energies

and your talents to building a civilization of Christian love . . . commit yourself to the struggle for justice,

solidarity, and peace" (Homily at World Youth Day, Denver, 1993).

The challenge of discipleship—of following Jesus—is at the heart of the Church's mission. All ministry with

adolescents must be directed toward presenting young people with the Good News of Jesus Christ and inviting

and challenging them to become his disciples. For this reason, catechesis is an essential component of youth

ministry and one that needs renewed emphasis. If we are to succeed, we must offer young people a spiritually

challenging and world-shaping vision that meets their hunger for the chance to participate in a worthy

adventure. In the words of the Holy Father:

This is what is needed: a Church for young people, which will know how to speak to their heart and enkindle,

comfort, and inspire enthusiasm in it with the joy of the Gospel and the strength of the Eucharist; a Church

which will know how to invite and to welcome the person who seeks a purpose for which to commit his whole

existence; a Church which is not afraid to require much, after having given much; which does not fear asking

from young people the effort of a noble and authentic adventure, such as that of the following of the Gospel

(John Paul II, 1995 World Day of Prayer for Vocations).

We are confident that young people will commit themselves totally to Jesus Christ, who will ask everything

from them and give everything in return. We need to provide concrete ways by which the demands, excitement,

and adventure of being a disciple of Jesus Christ can be personally experienced by adolescents—where they tax

and test their resources and where they stretch their present capacities and skills to the limits. Young people

need to have a true opportunity for exploring what discipleship ultimately involves. This should include a

partnership between youth ministers and the Diocesan Offices of Vocations and Family Life, offering young

people an understanding of vocation that includes Christian marriage, generous single life, priesthood, religious

life, diaconate, and lay ministry. Young people need to know and be known by the Church's ministers if they

are to better understand how God is calling them to live as disciples. Faith-filled example by these ministers and

active encouragement and invitations to consider a vocation to the priesthood and consecrated life will enable

more to respond. Our young people will become truly convinced that "No one has greater love than this, to lay

down one's life for one's friends" (Jn 15:13). Growth in discipleship is not about offering a particular program;

it is the goal of all our efforts.



Goal 2: To draw young people to responsible participation in the life, mission, and work of

the Catholic faith community.

Young people experience the Catholic community of faith at home, in the parish (especially in youth ministry

programs), in Catholic schools, and in other organizations serving youth. Ministry with adolescents recognizes

the importance of each of these faith communities in helping young people grow in faith as they experience life

in community and actively participate in the mission of Jesus Christ and his Church.

The Family Community—the Church of the Home

In Follow the Way of Love we wrote, "A family is our first community and the most basic way in which the

Lord gathers us, forms us, and acts in the world" (p. 8). We believe that family life is sacred because family

relationships confirm and deepen family members' union with God and allow God's Spirit to work through

them. The profound and ordinary moments of daily life are the threads from which families can weave a pattern

of holiness. In Follow the Way of Love, we called families "to create a community of love, to help each other to

grow, and to serve those in need" (ibid). We identified this work as a "participation in the work of the Lord, a

sharing in the mission of the Church" (ibid). Adolescents need to experience the Catholic faith at home and

participate in the Lord's mission with their families.

Adolescents enhance family life with their love and faith. The new understandings and skills they bring home

from parish and school programs can enrich family life. Their growth in faith and active participation in parish

life can encourage the entire family to make the Catholic faith central in their lives. The Church can contribute

significantly toward strong, life-shaping families for young people by equipping, supporting, and encouraging



families with adolescents to engage in family faith conversations; to teach moral values; to develop healthy

relationships and use good communication skills; to celebrate family rituals; to pray together; to participate in

shared service activities; to explore and discuss vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life; and to nurture

close parental relationships and parental faith. One of the most important tasks for the Church today is to

promote the faith growth of families by encouraging families to share, celebrate, and live their faith at home and

in the world.

The Parish Community

The parish is where the Church lives. Parishes are communities of faith, of action, and of hope. They are where

the Gospel is proclaimed and celebrated, where believers are formed and sent to renew the earth. Parishes are

the home of the Christian community; they are the heart of our Church. Parishes are the place where God's

people meet Jesus in word and sacrament and come in touch with the source of the Church's life (Communities

of Salt and Light, p. 1).

The parish community has a special role in promoting participation in the life, mission, and work of the faith

community.

First, parishes "should be a place where [young people] are welcomed, grow in Jesus Christ, and minister side

by side with the adults of the community" (A Message to Youth). In parishes, young people should feel a sense

of belonging and acceptance as full- fledged me mbers of the community. Young people are more likely to gain a

sense of identity in the community if they are regarded as full- fledged members.

Second, parishes "should have programs for [young people] that recognize [their] special talents and role in the

life of the Church. [They] bring to the parish community youthfulness, energy, vitality, hopefulness, and vision"

(ibid). In parishes, young people need to have a wide variety of opportunities to use their gifts and to express

their faith through meaningful roles. They will develop a spirit of commitment within a community only

through actual involvement in the many ways the Church exercises and carries out its mission. Especially

crucial is the interaction with those who have made a lifetime commitment to serving the Church as priests,

sisters, brothers, and deacons; young people need to know that such service is both rewarding and fulfilling.

Third, if parishes are to be worthy of the loyalty and active participation of youth, they will need to become

"youth- friendly" communities in which youth have a conspicuous presence in parish life. These are parish

communities that value young people—welcoming them into their midst; listening to them; responding to their

needs; supporting them with prayer, time, facilities, and money. These are parish communities that see young

people as resources—recognizing and empowering their gifts and talents, giving them meaningful roles in

leadership and ministry, and encouraging their contributions. These are parish communities that provide young

people with opportunities for intergenerational relationships—developing relationships with adults who serve as

role models and mentors. In short, "youth- friendly" parish communities make a commitment to young people

and their growth.

The Catholic School Community

As a faith community, Catholic schools provide young people with opportunities to deepen their understanding

of the Catholic faith, to experience life in a Christian community, to participate actively in the mission of Jesus

Christ and his Church, and to celebrate their Catholic faith. Catholic schools create a living faith community in

which young people are empowered to utilize their gifts and talents and to live their faith through a variety of

meaningful roles in the school, the parish, and in the Church at large. Catholic schools provide a unique

opportunity for young people to experience the Gospel of Jesus Christ and to bring Catholic beliefs and values

into their lives and the world. Campus ministry provides an essential element in the ministerial life of the

Catholic school community and campus ministry fosters the faith development of young people and the entire

school community through effective religious education and a variety of programs and activities, such as service

projects, retreats, prayer services and liturgies, spiritual formation programs, leadership training, peer ministry,

and vocation ministry that includes education, encouragement, and invitation.



In partnership with parents and parishes, Catholic schools prepare young people to become full and active

members of the Catholic Church. Families, parishes, and Catholic schools continuously need to find ways to

strengthen this partnership so that the lives of all young people are enriched and the resources of the Catholic

community are wisely used. Some of these activities can be adapted for parish youth ministry.

The Youth-Serving Organizational Community

Catholic leaders in certain youth-serving organizations,5 both within and outside of parishes, have a unique

opportunity of reaching Catholic adolescents and bringing them into communion with the greater Catholic

community. Through church-developed religious programs and activities, Catholic lay leaders and

chaplains/moderators guide youth and act as mentors in their faith development, particularly in learning the

gospel message and the basic teachings of the Church. These organizations are communities that help young

people deepen their relationship with God and develop a spirit of joyful giving. These organizations afford an

environment where adolescents can learn and can practice leadership skills and can focus on ethical decision

making. Often, these organizations are able to reach at-risk youth and to provide much needed care and support.

Wherever possible, it is important that these organizations provide adolescents the opportunity to participate in

the life of their parish and diocese.



Goal 3: To foster the total personal and spiritual growth of each young person.

Ministry with adolescents promotes the growth of healthy, competent, caring, and faith- filled Catholic young

people. The Church is concerned for the whole person, addressing the young people's spiritual needs in the

context of his or her whole life. Ministry with adolescents fosters positive adolescent development and growth

in both Christian discipleship and Catholic identity. Promoting the growth of young and older adolescents

means addressing their unique developmental, social, and religious needs and nurturing the qualities or assets

necessary for positive development. It also means addressing the objective obstacles to healthy growth that

affect the lives of so many young people, such as poverty, racial discrimination, and social injustice, as well as

the subjective obstacles to healthy growth such as the loss of a sense of sin, the influence of values promoted by

the secular media, and the negative impact of the consumer mentality.

The Goals in Action

Research and pastoral experiences have demonstrated that there are particular assets—knowledge, values, skills,

and commitments—that can make a significant difference in promoting the faith development of young and

older adolescents. These assets focus our ministry by naming what the Church seeks to achieve in the lives of

young people. They provide specific directions for effective pastoral practice that is guided by the three goals.

These assets are nurtured in the home, in the Catholic school, in the parish community, and in the community at

large through schools and organizations. We offer the following assets as a foundation for healthy faith

development and growth in adolescents.6 They are not intended as a final statement, but rather a solid guide to

nurturing adolescent faith development and achieving the Church's goals.

The Church's ministry with adolescents seeks to

•



•



•



guide young people in the call to holiness by developing a personal relationship with Jesus Christ

by meeting him in the Scriptures, in the life and teachings of the Catholic Church, and in their

own prayer lives;

empower young people with the knowledge and skills for active participation in the life and

ministries of the Church, including a compre- hensive and substantive catechesis based on the

catechism of the Catholic Church;

nurture in young people positive, Catho lic values of love, honesty, courage, peace and

nonviolence, fidelity, chastity, generosity, tolerance, respect for life from conception to natural

death, care and compassion, service to those in need, equality, social justice, integrity,

responsibility, and community;



•



•

•

•

•

•

•



•

•



•

•

•

•



•



•



•



help young people apply their Catholic faith to daily life experiences, nurture in young people a

lifelong commitment to the Catholic faith, guiding them in developing a personal faith and skills

for continuing their growth as Catholics;

empower young people to live the moral and theological virtues and apply these virtues in

making moral decisions;

develop the biblical and doctrinal literacy of young people and a deeper appreciation for the

importance of the Scriptures and the teachings of the Church in the Christian life;

foster development of a personal spirituality and prayer life in young people;

nurture in young people an understanding of and active participation in the sacramental life of

the Church, especially the eucharist;

help young people recognize that the Catholic faith calls them to work for justice and to defend

human dignity;

empower young people to serve those in need, to develop skills that foster social changes to

secure justice and equality for every human being, and to live a life of Christian service modeled

on Jesus' life;

empower young people to become healers and reconcilers when conflicts arise, to pursue peace,

and to become peaceful persons;

promote an understanding of and respect for people who are different from the young people—

different cultures, different languages, different faiths, different ages—and develop the attitudes

and skills for overcoming racial and ethnic prejudices as i

individuals and members of society;

develop young people's critical thinking skills that empower them to analyze contemporary life

and culture in light of the Good News of Jesus Christ and the teachings of the Church;

promote Catholic sexual values and attitudes and the importance of valuing chastity and sexual

restraint;

promote posit ive self- image in young people, including an appreciation of one's ethnic culture, a

sense of self- esteem, a sense of purpose in life, a positive view of one's personal future, and a

humble acceptance of one's self as lovable and loved by God and others;

develop the life skills of adolescents including the skills for entering into and maintaining

meaningful friendships, planning and decision-making skills, life-planning skills, appreciation

and understanding of a variety of cultures, and peaceful conflict resolution skills;

help young people recognize the movement of the Holy Spirit in their lives and discern their

particular Christian vocation in the world—in the workplace, in marriage or single life, in the

priesthood or consecrated life, or in the permane nt diaconate;

cultivate the gifts and talents of young people, and empower them to utilize these gifts and

talents in leadership and ministry in the Church and community including peer ministry and

intergenerational skills.



Part Three

Themes and Components

for a Comprehensive

Ministry with Adolescents

Comprehensive Ministry with Adolescents—It Takes a Whole Church7

Since the 1970s, the Church has learned a great deal about ministry with adolescents. Through the hard work of

countless leaders in parishes, schools, and dioceses across the United States, we have discovered effective

approaches, strategies, programs, and activities. We also have learned that no one strategy, activity, or program



is adequate to the task of promoting the three goals for ministry with adolescents and that families, parishes, and

schools cannot work in isolation if the Church is to realize its goals. We have learned that it takes the entire

Church to achieve the three goals we have established for ministry with adolescents.

Today, we propose a framework for integrating the Church's ministry with adolescents that incorporates a

broader, expanded, and more comprehensive vision. First articulated in A Vision of Youth Ministry and

developed more fully over the past two decades, the comprehensive approach is a framework for integration

rather than a specific model. The comprehensive approach is not a single program or recipe for ministry. Rather,

it provides a way for integrating ministry with adolescents and their families into the total life and mission of

the Church, recognizing that the whole community is responsible for this ministry. The comprehensive

approach uses all of our resources as a faith community—people, ministries, programs—in a common effort to

promote the three goals of the Church's ministry with adolescents. The goals for ministry with adolescents help

to keep our vision focused on the objectives. The themes provide a continuous thread that ensures that ministry

with adolescents utilizes all available resources and is all- inclusive. The components highlight specific areas of

ministry for a comprehensive approach. By offering this framework, we seek to provide direction to the

Church's ministry and to affirm and encourage local creativity.

The comprehensive framework for ministry with adolescents is designed to

•



•

•

•

•



utilize each of the Church's ministries—advocacy, catechesis, community life, evangelization,

justice and service, leadership development, pastoral care, prayer and worship—in an integrated

approach to achieving the three goals for ministry with adolescents;

provide developmentally appropriate programs and activities that promote personal and spiritual

growth for young and older adolescents;

enrich family life and promote the faith growth of families of adolescents;

incorporate young people fully into all aspects of church life and engage them in ministry and

leadership in the faith community;

create partnerships among families, schools, churches, and community organizations in a

common effort to promote positive youth development.



Themes of a Comprehensive Vision

Developmentally Appropriate

Human development and growth in faith is a lifelong journey. Renewing the Vision builds upon the growth

nurtured in childhood and provides a foundation for continuing growth in young adulthood. Effective ministry

with adolescents provides developmentally appropriate experiences, programs, activities, strategies, resources,

content, and processes to address the unique developmental and social needs of young and older adolescents

both as individuals and as members of families. This approach responds to adolescents' unique needs, focuses

ministry efforts, and establishes realistic expectations for growth during adolescence. The assets proposed at the

conclusion of Part Two are offered as a way to promote developmentally appropriate growth during

adolescence.

Family Friendly

Ministry with adolescents recognizes that the family has the primary responsibility for the faith formation of

young people and that the parish and Catholic school share in it. The home is a primary context for sharing,

celebrating, and living the Catholic faith, and we are partners with parents in developing the faith life of their

adolescent children. The Church can contribute significantly toward strong, life-shaping families for young

people (see Goal Two). The changes in family life, such as the increasing diversity in family structure, the

pressures of family time and commitments, and the changing economic situation, challenge us to respond to

family needs and to develop a variety of approaches, programs, activities, and strategies to reach out to families.

The home is the Domestic Church, the "first and vital cell of society," the primary educators of faith and virtues.
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