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Whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them

Matthew 7:12



Foreword – Page 1



Fellow Resident of Grenfell,



The information and data in this booklet was compiled to empower you.

You will find no political agenda in these pages. You will find no information that you could not verify for yourself. You are not

being asked for your money or your vote. The opinions expressed herein are those of the author. You can decide to either accept or

discard them in accordance to your world-view.



You are being asked to think about a question:

Is it wrong for you to force another person to give you their money?

Although this question is very simple, it carries a heavy load behind it:

If it is wrong for you, it is wrong for me, and it is wrong for your neighbor.

This action is called “extortion.”



Extortion:

The practice of obtaining something, especially money, through force or threats.



Part 1: Why it feels wrong – Page 2



Can I ask you a question?



When you receive your Tax Assessment Notice in the mail every year, how does it make you feel?



If you are overwhelmed by warm, joyful feelings, I’m afraid that this brings our conversation to a close.



However, if you experience something negative, I can offer an explanation for those feelings. I will suggest that your instincts are

telling you the truth, that something is wrong with that piece of paper.



This booklet not only suggests that your negative feelings are appropriate, but also that there is no practical justification for property

taxation in the Town of Grenfell.



When I say “no practical justification,” I mean it. There has never been a practical justification for it and there never will be.



This booklet contains my analysis of the Town’s financial activities for the years of 2013, 2014, and 2015. Through this analysis, I

have arrived at a possible solution that renders the concept of Property Taxation invalid. This can be accomplished without the

elimination or lessening of a single public service, a single salary, or a single position.
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If we are to understand a problematic concept, we need to define it.

If we refuse to define a problem or refuse to look at it, we also refuse to solve it.

I think we are in the habit of labeling a lot of things for what they are not. We call this habit “Political Correctness.” We indulge in

this habit on a daily basis to avoid discomfort.

This booklet will not be politically correct, it will be honest.

Remember that “honest” does not mean “true.” It is entirely possible for someone to honestly assert something that is untrue. You

must decide for yourself what is true.

So, we need to define the concept of “Government.”



How would you define it?



To find a practical definition for “government,” we need to discover the characteristic that every government throughout history has

had in common.



How will we know that we have figured out what the characteristic is?



We will apply the characteristic to the concept. If a government does not have that characteristic, it is no longer a government. It is

something else.
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Is it wrong for you to force another person to give you their money?

If it is wrong for you, it is wrong for me, and it is wrong for your neighbor.



What is a citizen?

-



A human being.



What is a government?

-



A group of human beings.



What is taxation?

-



It is when a group of human beings (called “government”) force other human beings (called “citizens”) to give them money.



I suggest that taxation is the characteristic that every government has in common.



When you remove the concept of taxation from the concept of government, you dissolve the concept of government.

If it is wrong for you to force another person to give you their money, why is it okay for a group of people called “Government” to

force you to give them money?



Part 1: Why it feels wrong – Page 5



I know this can be hard to digest. This knowledge goes against what culture has taught us.



We are not discussing a matter of common sense, since that which is currently common is insensible. We are talking about what is

moral. Your moral code may be different than mine, or it might come from a different place, but that is okay.



When you open your Tax notice, I suggest that the sinking feeling in your gut is the result of a simple truth: someone is forcing you to

give them money. And that is wrong. You may not have realized it intellectually, but that which is inside you, that which makes you

human, knows that it is wrong.



Through the lens of whichever moral code you adhere to, ask yourself:



In what scenario is extortion okay?



Part 1: Why it feels wrong – Page 6



The basis of this booklet is that extortion is never morally permissible.



If you are willing to accept this basis, we can move on to the nuts and bolts of how we could function as a community without the

use of extortion.



It is important to realize that regardless of what you read in the remainder of this booklet, extortion is wrong. It always has been and

it always will be.



Nobody, including me, can tell you how you should or should not live your life. Nobody can tell you what to think or what to do

without your permission. Nobody knows what is best for you better than you.



Nobody, including me, can force a system onto a community and expect it to be successful.



You are the community.



You know what is best for you.



Part 2: How it can be Different – Page 7



The remainder of this booklet contains a suggestion. Whether or not it works is unimportant.



The importance rests on the proof that there is more than one way for the Town of Grenfell to be functional and successful.



I assert that a system that relies on extortion is not functional, it is the opposite.



I assert that a system that relies on extortion can never be successful, it can only give the illusion of success.



The concept that a human being can be morally justified in forcing you to give them money is a belief.



Do you believe in it?
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