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Everything that happened in

Seattle happened slowly and with

patience. Words were carefully

chosen, anarchist presses worked

all night, and people came to

the streets with clear intentions.

When they did not, they wandered

aimlessly or groped through their

pockets, finding nothing. Intention,

as always, is everything. Nothing

is lacking in any other city besides

the clear intention of where to go

and what to do. Improvisation is

central when a musician composes

a fantasia. Music is the intention,

but the composer is not bound by

conventions or standards. Thus, a

fantasia emerges that can sometimes

produce sounds that no one has ever

heard before. It is time to gather our

instruments and compose something

new. While there is much wind in

anarchists, there is so often little

music.



BURNING



THE BRIDGES



THEY ARE

BUILDING

ANARCHIST STRATEGIES

AGAINST THE POLICE



— from Sleepless in Seattle: A Fantasia



Puget Sound, Winter 2011

riselikelions.info
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The author of this text is a comrade, and is in fact perhaps my closest

friend. We first met after we had both moved to Seattle in Autumn of

2006, both needing to leave the towns where we had grown up, and both

hoping to fall into a vibrant anarchist milieu.

When we arrived in Seattle we felt disappointed with the almost nonexistant anarchist activity happening in the city and it quickly became

clear to us that there was no anarchist milieu, at least not any that we

could identify with. If we wanted to participate in an anarchist space in

Seattle, we were going to have to begin building that space ourselves.

After a year or so of participating in social gatherings, becoming

regulars at vegan cafes, and volunteering at book stores we began to meet

others with ideas similar to ours and, in 2008, we eventually formed the

only explicitly anarchist house in the city at that time.

Things in Seattle have changed immeasurably since then, and I

feel that it is important to recognize that in the context of this piece.

Everything that happened over this past winter has been the result of

a slow process of creating an anarchist space in Seattle and I feel that

these actions would not have been possible even two years ago. When the

author of this piece and I met in 2006, nothing existed for us in Seattle.

The author asked me, in regards to this text, if I thought that anyone

would find it relevant. Other cities are not Seattle, the same tactics cannot

always be applied in different regions, and as for the folks living in Seattle

themselves, they were there throughout the winter. Why would they

desire to read another account?

My own personal desire to see this text in it’s finished form is a selfish

desire. It is an account of my own struggle, as well as an account of the

struggles of all those that took to the streets in the Winter of 2011. To

me, the most important things about this text are not only the actions

that were carried out, but also the people involved in carrying out those

actions. The friends that had each others’ backs in the streets, dearresting

some and making escape possible for others, the friends that took me out

to breakfast when I got home after being in jail all night, the friends that

spent days in jail and never once regretted it, eager to get back into the

streets once they got out, and all the new friends that participated in their
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first black bloc, went through their first arrest, and still could always be

heard screaming “fuck the police!”

The friendships and bonds that have formed out of struggling in

the streets together have made us a force to be reckoned with. We are

stronger now after having been to jail together, doing support work

together and talking to each other at the assemblies. We recognize each

other’s tendencies toward syndicalism, insurrectionist and even green and

primitivist thought but in the streets we all wear black.

When I read these pages I cannot help but feel a little choked up,

knowing that if I had varied the course of my life even just a little, I may

not have ended up here in this place, with these friends.

Seattle has been more quiet since this past Winter, that much is

certain, but it has not been silent. We are still here, still fighting, still

reeling with a desire to hold onto whatever momentum is left and continue

to further our struggle.

As far as those in other places, it is my hope that they will find ideas

and inspiration from these pages, but ideas are nothing without some

fierce individuals willing to put everything on the line in order to realize

them.

Find each other.

-R
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All of them faced felony charges and could hardly portray themselves

as a non-violent protestors caught in the crossfire. But in each case, the

prosecutor was eventually forced to reduce the charges to misdemeanors

carrying sentences of community service. In comparison, arrests occurred
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47.	 Officers did manage to grab two demonstrators at random. Both were

charged with misdemeanor obstruction; the charges were later dismissed.

48.	 http://pugetsoundanarchists.org/node/207

49.	 Reported on here in the section titled “February 18th: More

Militants Get Organized”: http://blackorchidcollective.
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50.	 http://www.seattlepi.com/local/article/Police-give-moredetails-about-violent-Friday-1030007.php

51.	 http://pugetsoundanarchists.org/node/265

52.	 One person was arrested and charged with the breaking of

the cruiser window; but without any evidence that he was

involved, it seems unlikely the charges will stick.
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54.	 As reported on the Glenn Beck show: http://www.
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Introduction

When I moved to Seattle many years after the infamous upheaval of

1999, I found almost no remnants of whatever had existed here. Certainly,

I could find other anarchists, but for a long time I found myself in

variations of the same conversation: How do we reach each other? What are

we doing? Why does nothing happen?

And then, finally, I was with other anarchists in the street—friends

and acquaintances, but others, too. Who are all these people? We were all

in black masks. This was the first black bloc in Seattle in about a decade.

Hundreds of posters all over town had announced a demonstration against

police violence in the middle of Capitol Hill as part of the West Coast

Days of Action Against State Violence April 8-9, 2010. The size of the

demonstration was modest—probably around 80 people—but nearly half

the crowd came en bloc.

Anarchists in the Puget Sound1 had been inspired by recent events

elsewhere: the Greek insurrection of December 2008, the riots following

the murder of Oscar Grant in 2009 in Oakland, and, most recently, the

wild and disruptive demonstrations in Portland.2 These were significant

to us for many reasons. Anarchists played an active and critical part in all

of them; they showed that people can actively resist the violence of police;

they revealed that when people act on their rage, they open a space in

defiance of the violence of everyday life. In this space, new social relations

come to be as the authority of the state and capital are challenged. These

distant fires had stirred the flames in us, and we took the streets that day

ready for a fight.

But if the mild clashes of April 9 set off any sparks, they didn’t seem

to catch in the moment. At one point, cops used their bikes as mobile

barriers to push the crowd out of the street and onto the sidewalk. As a

cop on a horse cornered the group, one demonstrator tossed a paint bomb

right at the cop’s head. Incredibly, the paint-filled light bulb bounced

unbroken off the helmet of the dazed cop, whose only reaction was a look

of dim confusion. The paint bomb broke harmlessly on the street in a red

splatter. Worse, the blow didn’t embolden the crowd. Instead, there was a

collective gasp of shock: I can’t believe someone did that!
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In the end, the police cleared the streets, beating and arresting three

demonstrators and capturing two others blocks away after they left.

Despite the fact that the police had committed the only real violence, the

five arrested faced charges including assaulting an officer and rioting. In

addition, the local anti-authoritarian scene was soon parroting familiar

stereotypes: those people ruined the protest for the rest of us; violence never

solves anything. I went home having experienced a harsh reminder of where

I was. This wasn’t Greece, or even Oakland, or even Portland. I lived in

Seattle. The spell of social peace isn’t broken here. Nothing happens.



Less than a year later, anarchists were in

the streets in black masks again. But I

wasn’t lost in what I wished could happen.

Something was happening. The occupied

streets, the broken glass of police cruiser

windows, the undercover forced out of the

demonstration with a blow to the head,

the smoke bombs hurled to keep horse

cops at bay, the youth chanting “Eye for an

eye, a pig’s gotta die!”—Seattle was seeing

revolt explode beyond the control of both

managed protests and state repression. This

wasn’t an insurrection like Greece, or even

a series of riots like Oakland. But for a brief

period between January and March 2011,

people broke years of inertia to interrupt

the social peace. And, as in the struggles

that had inspired us the preceding April,

anarchists played a critical role in fueling

the flames.

2
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46



Violence,

Counterattacks, and

Counter-Information:

A Brief Background to

Anti-Police Tension in

the Puget Sound

It would be an exaggeration to claim that anarchists are responsible

for the most remarkable resistance to the police in the recent history of

the Puget Sound. On the contrary, anarchists had no perceivable role in

a string of unconnected attacks against police in 2009. For months, any

casual reader of the mainstream media could learn that shots were being

returned to cops and finding their targets.

Individual armed resistance to the police deserves analysis from

anarchists, but falls outside of the scope of this article. I only have space

here to mention the two most widely reported attacks.



1.



On the night of October 22, four Seattle police

vehicles were firebombed in the East Precinct

parking lot. A little over a week later, on Halloween night,

two officers parked in a residential area were ambushed with

gunfire from a car. One of the two, Timothy Brenton, was

killed; his partner returned fire but the assailant escaped.

The next week, police shot and arrested Christopher

Monfort after a neighbor reported that his car matched the

description of the one used in the attack. Police also claimed

to have found in his apartment an assault rifle matching

the bullets used in the killing and bomb-making materials,

as well as other materials linking him to the shooting and

bombings.

3



2.



On the morning of November 29, a man named

Maurice Clemmons walked into a cafe in

Lakewood, Washington, where four police officers were

working on laptops before their shift. Clemmons opened fire

on the officers, killing them, but did not aim at any other

customers or the two baristas. Police went on to militarize

the neighborhood where Brenton was killed a month earlier,

using armored vehicles to block roads and a robot to destroy

a house where Clemmons was suspected of hiding. The

police eventually found Clemmons early on the morning of

December 1 and shot him dead.



These shootings took place in the midst of a string of high-profile

instances of police violence:



1.



In May 2009, Christopher Sean Harris was chased

down a street in Belltown by two cops. The cops

had not identified themselves to Harris. Deputy Matthew

Paul shoved Harris’ head into a wall and crushed it, resulting

in a catastrophic brain injury that finally won Harris a $10

million settlement after it came out that police had lied to

paramedics about how Harris was injured. It is unlikely

Harris will recover.



2.



In November 2009, 15-year-old Malika Calhoun

was slammed into a wall and punched twice while

being detained in a holding cell by King County Sherriff’s

Deputy Paul Schene. Schene had already shot two people,

killing one of them; the legal system ruled these shootings

“justified.” Schene was later acquitted of all charges relating

to his assault of Calhoun.3



3.



On April 17, 2010, a group of Hispanic men were

pulled over near Lake Union. Officer Shandy

Cobane asserted: “I’m going to beat the fucking Mexican

piss out of you homey. You feel me?” and stomped on one of

the men as he lay complying on the ground. No charges were

filed against Cobane.4
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Endnotes

1.	



The Puget Sound is a geographical region that contains Seattle and other

cities, including Tacoma and Olympia. The larger demonstrations and

actions of winter 2011 were centered in Seattle. However, stronger regional

connections developed among anarchists in the Puget Sound during

this period, and there was much collaboration between anarchists from

different cities. The actions during this time in Seattle were not just the

work of Seattle anarchists, but of anarchists from throughout the region.



2.	



More information here:

http://www.indybay.org/newsitems/2010/03/31/18643470.php



3.	



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3I2Eefd8QMI



4.	



Local anarchist coverage of the attack (including video):

http://pugetsoundanarchists.org/node/72



5.	



Local anarchist coverage of the assault (including video):

http://arcticcirclecollective.net/articles/27/we-are-all-jaywalkers



6.	



Here it is worth noting that in some places, the police are

moving to make videotaping a cop illegal: http://gizmodo.

com/5553765/are-cameras-the-new-guns



7.	



http://community.seattletimes.nwsource.com/

mobile/?type=story&amp;id=2010225068



8.	



http://www.q13fox.com/news/kcpq-110909-investigationfolo,0,3489621.story



9.	



http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/

localnews/2010392869_shootingjustice01m.html



10.	 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UMqZSYOKAjc

11.	 http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/

localnews/2012033968_monfort05m.html

12.	 http://denverabc.wordpress.com/2010/03/23/

christopher-monforts-speech-in-court/

13.	 http://www.komonews.com/news/69871462.html
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10.

11.



March 15, Olympia, WA: A police substation is

firebombed. The action is unclaimed.



March 15, Santa Cruz, WA: A police cruiser

is attacked with glass etching cream and its tires

slashed. The communique reads, “Seattle. Montreal. Bahrain.

Fuck the pigs.”81



12.



March 15, Vancouver, BC: A probation office

is vandalized with anti-cop and anti-prison

slogans. Pro-tourism signs are also obscured with paint. A

communique declares the sabotage as “a small act of solidarity

with comrades in prison on hunger strike in Chile and with

comrades in the Puget Sound fighting the police!”82



13.



March 17, Montreal, Quebec: Several vehicles

belonging to the Public Security Ministry of

Quebec are doused in paint stripper and have their tires slashed.

A communique states solidarity with people struggling against

the police in Seattle and the Pacific Northwest.83



14.



March 18, Philadelphia, PA: A bank’s windows

are smashed, and a communique claims solidarity

with struggles in the Puget Sound and elsewhere.84



15.



March 20, Portland, OR: The windows and

ATMs of a bank are destroyed and anti-police

slogans are painted across the building. This is done in the

presence of a cop, who chooses not to engage the hostile mob.

The action was claimed in solidarity with anarchists in Seattle

and Olympia.85



16.



March 21, Montreal, Quebec: Windows are

smashed and paint is thrown on the walls of two

security companies. The communique explains, “One company

was attacked for its role in the installation of CCTV cameras

and the other because it trains security agents. Take aim and

target those complicit in the maintenance of this society of

domination. Solidarity to the Northwest U.S. in their struggle

against the pigs &amp; to Montreal area anarchists facing state

repression.”86
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4.



On June 14, 2010 Seattle cop Ian Walsh began

harassing multiple young people attempting to

cross Martin Luther King Jr. Way. When two young black

women refused to passively accept his verbal and then

physical aggression, he responded by punching one in the

face and then arresting both.5



The victims of these assaults were all attacked for petty defiance

of authority—such as jaywalking—or without any reason at all. These

incidents don’t indicate an increase in the violence perpetrated by the

police; the police have always been brutal. Rather, while the corporate

media ignore or downplay police violence whenever possible, all these

events were caught on video. When police are caught red-handed, even the

complicit media can be forced to show their true face, lest their legitimacy

be challenged by video websites.6

Rather than expose the growing tension between the population and

the police, corporate media were careful to hide it behind a narrative of

individual instances of “bad apple” police violence on one hand and the

supposed insanity of Monfort and Clemmons on the other. In the Seattle

Times, a spokesperson for the police called Brenton’s death an “act of

terrorism.” 7 A local Fox News affiliate alleged that a confidential source

had reported that child porn was found on Monfort’s computer8; no other

news sources ran this information and the city never filed such charges.

The Seattle Times also reported that Clemmons had previously been

convicted of a felony child rape charge among other crimes.9 According to

the Times, this was evidence of his deteriorating mental health—the only

plausible reason one would take up arms against the police.

Clemmons never got a chance to speak for himself, but there’s no

need to speculate about Monfort’s feelings. Monfort used his appearances

in court and in the media to present a coherent critique. Despite surviving

being shot in the head only to face the death penalty in prison, Monfort

was calm, collected, and assertive—not at all the madman the media had

presented. In particular, he decried officer Schene’s beating of Calhoun. In

court, he read aloud a list of people killed by cops in Washington state.10

His courtroom statements became infamous; in another, he said, “We’ve

had enough. The people will not take it any longer. We will not take it any

longer. We’ll fight and we’re everywhere. You can’t see us coming.”11 He

openly invoked the language of war.12
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