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Overview

George W. Spellmire is one of the country’s leading professional liability litigation lawyers. He has more than thirty years of experience
and has supervised thousands of professional liability cases. He represents private and public corporations, law firms and individuals
in litigation, trials and alternative dispute resolution involving professional liability and disciplinary issues. He has tried many legal mal-
practice and accounting cases and is a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers. Recognized by The National Law Journal as
one of the most prominent professional malpractice lawyers in the United States, he has been included in The Best Lawyers in America
since 1995. He is a member of the Leading Lawyers Network and recognized as an lllinois Super Lawyer.

Education

J.D., DePaul University 1974

B.A., Ohio State University 1970

Brown University (attended 1966-67)

Areas of Practice

Accountant Malpractice, Legal Malpractice, Financial Malpractice, Insurance Coverage.

Admissions

« lllinois, 1974

« United States District Court, Northern District of lllinois, 1974

» United States Court of Appeals, Seventh Circuit, 1984

« United States District Court, Western District of Wisconsin, 2008
« United States District Court, Northern District of Indiana, 2009

» Supreme Court of the United States, 1994

» Federal Trial Bar

» United States Tax Court

Professional Activities

» Spellmire Law Firm LLC (2010-)

* Spellmire & Sommer (2003-2010)

« D'Ancona & Pflaum LLC (1998-2003)

* Hinshaw & Culbertson: Partner in Charge of 400-professional multi-state law firm Professional Liability Practice (1985-1998); Ex-
ecutive Committee (1984-1998); Chairman of the Ethics Committee (1987-1998)

« American College of Trial Lawyers (1995- ): Legal Ethics Committee (2000-2004)

» Society of Trial Lawyers (1988- )

» The Chicago Lincoln Inn of Court (1994-1998)

» Northwestern University: Adjunct Professor, School of Law (1993- )

« International Association of Defense Counsel (1988-): Legal Malpractice Committee (1988-), Secretary (1992-93), Vice-Chair of
Programs and Projects (1993-95), Professional Errors and Omissions Substantive Law Committee (1995-), Advocacy Practice and
Procedure Committee (1994-), Medical Malpractice Committee (1995-), Special Committee on Defense Counsel Practice Manage-
ment (1989-1995), Special Committee on Professional Responsibility (1993-1997)

» Defense Research Institute: Chairman, Lawyers Professional Responsibility Committee (1995-1996)

» Professional Liability Underwriting Society (1993-1998)

» American Bar Association

Associate National Legal Malpractice Data Center Standing Committee on Professional Liability
» Chicago Bar Association: Judicial Evaluation Committee (1992-1993), Commercial Litigation Committee (2003- )
lllinois State Bar Association

« Drafted lllinois Legal Malpractice Statute of Limitations



Expert Witness Testimony

+ E&M Investments v. Katten Muchin et al.

» Beeland v. McGuire Woods

* Ingram v. Callpod

« Lauralee K. Bell, Trustee v. Levenfeld Pearlstein, et al.
« First Merit v. Canel, et al.

* Amway v. Proctor & Gamble

* Hanselman v. Baird

Membership

* American College of Trial Lawyers, Fellow

« Society of Trial Lawyers

» Chicago and lllinois State and American (Standing Committee on Professional Liability) Bar Associations

« International Association of Defense Counsel (Advocacy Practice and Procedure Committee, Legal Malpractice Committee, Medi-
cal Malpractice Committee, Professional Errors and Omissions Substantive Law Committee)

» Defense Research Institute

« Professional Liability Underwriting Society

Presentations

» Hot Topics in Agriculture—Legal Malpractice for the Agricultural Attorney, lllinois State Bar Association, February 1, 2013, Bloom-
ington-Normal

» Accountants’ Liability to Non-clients, International Association of Defense Counsel, May 17, 2012, Chicago, lllinois

« Ethics for Intellectual Property Lawyers, Chicago Bar Association, February 1, 2012, Chicago, lllinois

» Hot Topics in Agriculture—Legal Malpractice for the Agricultural Attorney, lllinois State Bar Association, February 4, 2011, Bloom-
ington-Normal

» 2010 Rules of Professional Conduct and Legal Professionalism Standards, National Business Institute, May 20, 2010, Oak Brook
lllinois

« ABA Working Group on Legal Opinions, Fall Seminar, October 20, 2009, New York, New York

« Special Issues for In-House Counsel, Law Seminars International, June 18, 2008

* Legal Ethics: Solutions to the Most Common Challenges, National Business Institute, June 11, 2008

* The Sub-Prime Loan Crisis: The Impact on Professionals, International Association of Defense Counsel Professional Liability
Roundtable, May 8, 2008

» Legal Malpractice Roundtable, CNA Insurance, October 30, 2001

» Disarming Experts and Other Legal Malpractice Challenges, Great American Insurance Group Legal Ethics Seminar, October
12-13, 2001

« Copernicus v. Flat Earth Society: Expert Testimony Under Daubert and Kumho, International Association of Defense Counsel,
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» Avoiding Legal Malpractice, Chicago Bar Association, Young Lawyers Section, April, 1986

« Lawyer Competence: Administrative Management Aspects of Law Practice, American Bar Association Regional Conference on
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* Winnebago County Bar Association, November, 1987
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Practical Tips in Handling Sanction Motions, IADC, June, 1987

» Sanctions and lllinois Section 2-611, Chicago Bar Association, April, 1989

The Practitioner and Legal Malpractice: Insurance, Liability and Loss Prevention, DePaul University College of Law, October, 1986
1990 IICLE Seminar Statutory Liability of Accountants, May 22, 1990, Accountant's Liability and Malpractice

* 1991 CLE Lawyers Loss Control Seminars

.



» Arizona (Phoenix, Tucson), Tennessee (Chattanooga), lllinois (Chicago (7), Peoria (2), Rolling Meadows, Champaign) Texas
(Houston, Dallas), Tennessee (Memphis, Nashville), Indiana (Indianapolis (3)), Michigan (Grand Rapids, Detroit), New York
(Rochester, Buffalo), Arkansas (Hot Springs, Little Rock), Washington (Seattle (2)), Wisconsin (Madison (2), Milwaukee)
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* Who is the Client? The Tripartite Relationship, lllinois Association of Defense Trial Counsel, January 24, 1997

» Legal Malpractice Issues Evolving Standards of Liability, ATLLP George W. Spellmire, June 23, 1997

« The Trial of the Legal Malpractice Case: The Standard of Care vs. Custom and Practice ", Chicago Bar Association Committee on
the Prevention of Attorney Malpractice, January 5, 1999

» Does the Attorney-Client Privilege Protect Advice by House Counsel for a Law Firm?, Association of Professional Responsibility
Lawyers, August 6, 1999

» Legal Malpractice in Family Law - Scope of the Attorney's Duty, Chicago Bar Association Adoption Law Committee, September 14,
1999

« Economic Damages: Proof of Lost Profits and diminished enterprise value, November 30, 2007, Peninsula Hotel, Chicago, lllinois,
Econ One CLE Seminar

» Appellate Lawyer Malpractice, lllinois Appellate Lawyers’ Association, May 6, 2004.

« Skeletons in the Closet and Sleepless Nights, Northern Estate Planning Council, April 24, 2002.
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(October 2001)
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» Accountants' Liability to Non-Clients, George W. Spellmire, 1998, Accounting Liability Alert, Harcourt & Brace Professional Publish-
ing, 1998
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» The Practice of Law and Conflicts of Interest: Living Close to the Line, George W. Spellmire and Susan A. Tweet, Counselor, The
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« lllinois Supreme Court Provides Defense Lawyers With Another Tool to Dismiss Lawsuits, George W. Spellmire and Ellen L. Zopff,
Hinshaw & Culbertson

» Attorney Communications, Chapter, IADC Defense Management Manual, 1991
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+ Communications with Clients and Non-Clients, Control Manual, September, 1990

» The Practice of Law and Conflicts of Interest: Living Close to the Line, George Spellmire and Susan A. Tweet, lllinois Bar Journal,
Vol. 77, No. 9, 1989

» The Associates' Primer for the Prevention of Legal Malpractice, George W. Spellmire, Garland Publishing, Spring, 1987

* Rule 11: Practice and Procedure, George W. Spellmire, International Association of Defense Counsel (August, 1987)

* Practical Tips in Handling a Legal Malpractice Case: Complaint Through Trial, Thomas L. Browne and George W. Spellmire, Amer-
ican Journal of Trial Advocacy, Volume 9:3, 1986

« Professional Liability, Attorneys, 1986 Supplement, George W. Spellmire, lllinois Institute for Continuing Legal Education, Decem-
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