Dear Friends, Not Insane

The Life and Legacy of The Firesign Theatre

“It was just a wonderful whole new clear channel
of comic thought.”- George Carlin

The Library of Congress called them “The Beatles of Comedy.” Comedians ranging from Robin
Williams to Weird Al Yankovic to Monty Python have talked of their influence.
They are The Firesign Theatre- Peter Bergman, Phil Austin, Phil Proctor and David Ossman, a
surreal comedy group. Starting out on radio and moving to records and theater stages, they
provided an alternative take on everything from politics to computers, from advertising to great
literature.
Also, they were incredibly funny. But who are they? Where did they come from? Who am us,
anyway?

“These people are revolutionaries.”- Ken Kesey

The story (well, this story) begins in Los Angeles in
1966, where college friends Phil Proctor and Peter
Bergman reconnected. Bergman invited Proctor, an
established Broadway actor, to come onto his radio
show. Philip Austin and David Ossman, two other
station employees, were also regular guests on
Bergman’s show. Then one night the four of them all
found themselves in front of the microphones
riffing at once, and something magical happened…
This gang of four quickly found that something
different occurred when they started performing
together. It was unlike any work they – or anyone
else – had ever created.
Learning that they all were born under an
astrological “fire sign,” Bergman dubbed the group,
“The Firesign Theatre.” (He had a knack for such
things; he also coined the term “Love-In.”)

The group quickly caught on. Their
albums, Waiting For the Electrician or
Someone Like Him, How Can You Be In Two
Places at Once When You’re Not Anywhere at
All, Don’t Crush That Dwarf, Hand Me the
Pliers and I Think We’re All Bozos on This
Bus took off and made them fixtures in
the counter-culture movement.
Robin Williams referred to their work as
the “audio equivalent of a Hieronymus
Bosch painting.” Performing live, they
found that fans were quick to shout out
their favorite lines along with the
performers.
In 1993 the Firesigns re-grouped after
over a decade of inactivity, selling out live
dates and even recording and releasing
new material. Examining current events,
the group were still sharp and incisive in
their comedy.

"I used to listen to radio drama when I was a kid,
but this was twisted beyond anything I ever heard.
It pulled me out of my late-teenage gloom and
taught me a new way to look at the world." –John
Goodman

Dear Friends, Not Insane looks at the career of the group, allowing all four members to tell their own
story, taking audiences into the inner working of their material.
And since so much of that material was inspired by the era that spawned it, Dear Friends will examine
the major changes that happened in the late 60s and early 70s through the lens of the Firesign’s
decidedly unique, twisted and surprisingly insightful perspective. The film will explore the
intersection of counterculture and politics, surrealism and satire, and the brilliance of a good joke
told well.
Rare material from the group’s archives (as well as cuts from their classic records) will help provide
their take on the times, as audiences will get an absurd, surreal take on Vietnam, Nixon and used car
commercials from four fighting clowns, loudly declaring themselves “not insane.”

“So how about that, Mr. Smarty Pants Communist? Mr.
College Professor? Mr. Beatnik? Mr. Hippie? What have you
done for me lately?”
Here a few reminders, in case your Firesign records are
residing somewhere in a box in your basement. Or, if
you’re new to the group, prepare yourself… (use the
password “firesign”)
From their first album, Waiting For the Electrician or
Someone Like Him, here’s Temporarily Humboldt County.
From How Can You Be In Two Places at Once When You’re
Not Anywhere At All,
here is an excerpt from “The Further Adventures of
Nick Danger.”
From Dear Friends, here’s “The Chincilla Show.”
From Everything You Know is Wrong,
here’s a sample from side 2.

“and back to the freeway which is already in progress…”

Interviews:
Yes, the story of the Firesigns will be told by the Firesign themselves, but their reach and influence is
vast and wide. Others will need to talk about how these performers shaped their lives as well as what
the work means to culture as a whole.
Interview subjects could include:
Steve Martin (Former opening act)
Eric Idle (Comedian, Actor, Writer)
Tom Stoppard (Playwright)
Jerry Seinfeld (Comedian)
Paul Allen (Co-founder, Microsoft)
Steven Soderbergh (Filmmaker)
John Goodman (Actor)
Terry Gilliam (Filmmaker)
Matt Groening (Artist, creator “The Simpsons”)
Andrew Stanton (Director, “Finding Nemo”)
Greg Proops (Comedian)

Steve Wozniak (Co-founder Apple Computers)
Harry Shearer (Comedian)
Dr. Demento (DJ)
John Hodgman (Writer)
Chevy Chase (Actor)
Joel Hodgson (Host, “Mystery Science Theater 3000”)
John Dykstra (Oscar-winning special effects artist)
Greil Marcus (Writer, historian)
Weird Al Yankovic (Musician)
John Guare (Playwright)
John Barlow (Grateful Dead lyricist, computer guru)

Producer/Writer/Director: Luke Poling’s first feature-length documentary, Plimpton! Starring George
Plimpton as Himself, which he co-wrote/directed and produced played theatrically across the country,
and was named a “Critic’s Pick” by the New York Times and an “A” from Entertainment Weekly, on top
of being named to their “Must List.” He was named one of “10 to Watch” by Independent magazine.
He co-wrote & directed Spearhunter a short film which debuted at SXSW and was somehow written
up in both Maxim and The Atlantic.
He is currently co-directing a film with David O. Russell on the history of publishing in the US.
Contact: lpoling@gmail.com
508-423-3395

