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Forging the American Century

World War II and the Transformation of

U.S. Internationalism

Nijmegen, October 27-28



This conference was made possible with contributions from the U.S. Embassy,

The Hague; the Netherlands American Studies Association; Radboud University

Department of English Language and Culture and International Office



English Language and Culture

International Office
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Schedule

Conference Day 1: Thursday, October 27

11:45



lobby



Registration



13:00



E2.53



Formal Opening

Prof. Dr. Olivier Hekster (Radboud University)

Mr. Adrian Pratt (U.S. Embassy)



13:30



E2.53



Keynote Lecture

REALIZING THE AMERICAN CENTURY: WORLD WAR II AS A

WATERSHED IN U.S. INTERNATIONALISM

Justin Hart (Texas Tech University)



14:30



E2.66



Parallel workshop #1: Visions of Reconstruction

Moderator: Laura Visser-Maessen (Radboud University)

Aryans and Anglo-Saxons: Segregationist Visions of the

Postwar World

Maarten Zwiers (University of Groningen)

“A grand opportunity”. American Protestants and the

Reconstruction of Europe, 1940-1960

Hans Krabbendam (Roosevelt Study Center)



E2.16



Parallel workshop #2: Alternative Diplomats

Moderator: Mary McCay (Loyola University)

Malcolm Cowley, “American Books Abroad” and Perspectives

USA: Forging the culture of the American Century

Hans Bak (Radboud University)
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A Herald of the American Century: Philip Wylie’s Innocents

Abroad

Louis Mazzari (Bogazici University)

16:00



E2.66



Coffee Break



16:30



E2.66



Parallel workshop #3: Shaping the International

Environment

Moderator: Markha Valenta (Radboud University)

Selling a New World Order: The United Nations Information

Organization (UNIO) in WW II

Giles Scott-Smith (Leiden University)

Embodying the American Century: A Transnational Approach

to the U.S. Military Presence in Europe from the End of WWII

to the End of the Cold War.

Dario Fazzi (Roosevelt Study Center)



E2.16



Parallel workshop #4: Identity and National Character

Moderator: Iris Plessius (Radboud University)

National Character in the Americanist Century: Japanese

antique, Neo-Melanesian modern, and our own bewildering

country

George Blaustein (University of Amsterdam)

Early Cold War Ideology and Identity Transformations of

Cultural Criticism in the United States after World War II

Daniela N. Naydeva (Sofia University)



18:00
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E9.14



Reception



Conference Day 2: Friday, October 28



09:30



E2.53



Keynote lecture

THE FORCE OF AMERICAN MODERNITY: WWII AND THE

BIRTH OF A SOFT POWER SUPERPOWER

David Ellwood (Johns Hopkins University, SAIS Europe,

Bologna)



10:30



E2.66



Coffee break



11:00



E2.66



Parallel workshop #5: Reagan’s American Century

Moderator: George Blaustein (University of Amsterdam)

Negotiations and Narcotics: Fears and anxieties in the

American Century

Beerd Beukenhorst (John F. Kennedy Institut)

Remembering and reinventing history – How President Reagan

publicly reflected upon and remembered the Second World

War

Jonathan Verwey (Independent)



E2.16



Parallel workshop #6: Public Diplomacy in Europe

Moderator: Hans Krabbendam (Roosevelt Study Center)

The Marshall Plan in the Netherlands: Cultural diplomacy and

Dutch national identity

Mathilda Roza (Radboud University)

River Barge Diplomacy: Marshall Plan exhibits in the

Netherlands, 1947-1953

Jorrit van den Berk (Radboud University)

Tradition under oath? Women cultural contacts and military

practices of US public diplomacy in France (1946 - 1960)

François Doppler-Speranza (Université de Strasbourg)
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12:30



Refter



Lunch break



14:00



E2.16



Parallel workshop #7: Cultural Diplomacy: Community

and Confrontation

Moderator: Lászlá Munteán (Radboud University)

“The Midwestern vibrant fist” of American Art: The Affective

Community Forged by Georgia O’Keeffe

Cristiana Pagliarusco (Independent)

Advancing American Art and the Struggles of Cultural

Diplomacy

Frank Mehring (Radboud University)



15:30



E2.66



Coffee break



16:00

–

17:00



E2.53



Keynote lecture



18:00

–

19:30



City

center



Liberation Route Tour



19:30



City

center



Conference Dinner
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FASCISM COMES TO AMERICA

Bruce Kuklick (University of Pennsylvania)



Guided tour of monuments and sites of memory related to the

(American) liberation of Nijmegen



Keynote Lectures

(In order of appearance)



Realizing the American Century: World War II as a Watershed in U.S.

Internationalism

Justin Hart

This lecture will reflect upon the ways that historians today approach the longstanding question of whether World War II constituted a “watershed” moment in

U.S. foreign relations. Without disputing the idea of a “watershed,” this talk will

range both backwards and forwards from the war years to explore continuities in

the U.S. approach to the world throughout the Roosevelt and Truman

administrations. Building on recent scholarship addressing what might be called

“the New Deal in the world,” I will treat the globalization of the New Deal approach

to governance as the key to the transformation of U.S. foreign relations that was

cemented by the mid-20th century.



The Force of American Modernity: WWII and the Birth of a Soft Power

Superpower

David Ellwood

No society better than America demonstrates that a soft-power superpower deploys

a special ability to generate and deploy models of change and innovation, and to

identify them as modernity. After WWII the Federal government itself best

expressed this impulse with the Marshall Plan, an enduring myth. The project was

based on deep wartime reflections which brought the US to try to revolutionise the

world with trade liberalisation, international organisation and above all by raising

living standards everywhere, i.e. development, growth. Outside this emergency

phase, the force of America’s modernising example has been projected by its

ideologies, icons, celebrities, products, media, slogans, and inventions. The rest,

and Europe in particular, have experienced the American impulse to endless

innovation with a wide variety of responses, ranging from enthusiastic embrace to

violent backlash. The ‘American century’ can also be defined by the presence of

US impulses in the politics of change everywhere in these decades.
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Fascism comes to America

Bruce Kuklick

Throughout the twentieth century, American politicians, followed by novelists,

Hollywood movie makers, and television producers have agonized about the

terrifying menace fascism, and its ability to corrupt the United States constitutional

republic, supposedly moderate, strong, and firm. US and European intellectuals

have added conceptual frameworks to explain the jeopardy of Americans. There is

supposed to be an antithesis between democratic and fascistic values. Yet many US

nationals (and some Europeans) have believed that this horrible other imperils the

United States, perhaps because the flame attracts the moth, or because Americans

will effloresce into what they truly are, or because they allow themselves to become

weak in the face of evil. Does the notion of fascism have any cognitive content at

all? Is it not hopelessly tainted as an analytic tool because of the deep feelings that

have been engendered by what happened in Italy and Germany in the 1920s, 1930s,

and 1940s? I examine these issues from the early part of the twentieth century up

to the early part of the twenty-first, assisted by clips from several Hollywood

movies.



Paper Abstracts

(By workshop)



Workshop #1

Visions of Reconstruction

Thursday, 14:30-16:00, Location: E2.66

“A grand opportunity”. American Protestants and the Reconstruction of

Europe, 1940-1960

Hans Krabbendam

This paper explains how and why American Protestants hailed to Europe after

World War II in an effort to strengthen the position of (Protestant) Christianity

according to American concepts. It explains the origin of this drive, that began to
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take shape during World War II. It shows how the transfer of religious ideas

contributed to a comprehensive American package, but differed from economic

practices, political concepts, military strategies, cultural expressions, and scientific

ideas.

Yet, the results were less than satisfying as internal religious and external cultural

qualities provoked mutual competition among American religious groups and

resistance by Europeans. Europeans admired America’s success in mobilizing its

moral energy for effective world evangelism but were also suspicious about

American domination. Despite these obstacles it is fair to say that American religion

added important glue for the global presence of America.

*



*



*



Aryans and Anglo-Saxons: Segregationist Visions of the Postwar World

Maarten Zwiers

Segregationist politicians from the U.S. South had a profound impact on policy

design concerning the direct aftermath of World War II. They played key roles in

devising plans for the reconstruction of Germany, the Marshall Plan, and the

drafting of displaced persons legislation. My paper discusses how Jim Crow

ideology calibrated the global and domestic order that emerged from the ashes of

World War II. Southern conservatives dealt with national and foreign issues from a

regional perspective, which was based on the protection of agricultural interests and

a nascent military-industrial complex, but above all, on the defense of white

supremacy. My paper concentrates on the idea of Germany in the southern

imagination, related to the position of this country in the early Cold War. In general,

southern politicians followed a lenient course toward Germany after the country’s

defeat in World War II, for various reasons. The shared experience of postwar

reconstruction, containment of communism, and feelings of kinship between the

Germanic people and the Anglo-Saxons of the U.S. South were some of the motives

why white southerners did not endorse punitive measures against the former enemy.

“The foreign policy of the segregationists was never elaborate or comprehensive,”

historian Thomas Noer claimed. He thought segregationists were more interested in

domestic race relations than in international issues and that they exerted no

significant influence on foreign affairs. My hypothesis is different. For white

southerners, an obvious connection existed between the local and the global, which

strongly reverberated in the formation of U.S. foreign and domestic policy in the

postwar world. The rebuilding of Germany and the fugitive question were shaped

on the basis of a Jim Crow blueprint.
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