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Welcome and Thank You

from Jawonio

We couldn’t have done it without our

Sponsors, Donors, Volunteers, Staff and Friends!

Their generosity and compassion played a huge part in making our



Autumn Harvest Celebration

a huge success!



Where Caring Meets Excellence.
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Jawonio Friends Award Recipients



OUR MISSION



Jawonio is dedicated to advancing the independence, well-being

and equality of people with disabilities and special needs.



1993

1994

1995

1996

1997



William Eli Kohn &amp; The Masons of the 7th District Association

Anthony Montalbano, Esq.

The Olori Family

Marshall “Skip” Davis

Paul J. Tendler



CORE VA LUES

At Jawonio, we respect the importance of each individual by

upholding the following values:



HONESTY AND INTEGRITY



2003

2004

2005

2006

2007



We conduct ourselves by communicating in an open and

ethical manner.



INCLUSION

We respect diversity and encourage collaboration.



Bobbi Lewis

Dominic “Babe” Gamboli

Salvatore Marasa

Honorable Joseph Holland

Dr. Bernard Berson, Leonard J. Birbrower, Esq. &amp; Sandra Sewell



Jeffrey Keahon and Gloria &amp; Arnold Botwinick

Dr. William Greenberg and Edward F. Carpezzi

Thomas L. Watson, Sr. and Honorable Thomas P. Morahan

Lawrence Inserra, Jr.

Daniel Salmon

Ellis Barowsky Ph.D., Allan Eisenkraft and Marilyn Troy

William Longhi and Bruce Varon

United Water and The Jawonio Craniofacial Clinic

William Trust and Med World Pharmacy &amp; Ruby Askinazi

Jim Johansen and Pfizer



MUTUAL RESPECT

We are committed to the promotion of fairness, dignity

and compassion for those we serve and employ.



COMMITMENT

We maintain a responsibility to meet the changing needs of

the individual and the greater community.



ABOUT JAWONIO

Jawonio is a member of the NYS Cerebral Palsy Association, NYS Association of Community and

Residential Agencies, NYS Rehabilitation Association, VESID, and NYS Association of Psychiatric

Rehabilitation Services. We are certified by the NYS Office of People with Developmental Disabilities,

the NYS Office of Mental Health, the NYS Department of Health, the NYS Department of Social

Services, the NYS Department of Education and NYS Office of Children and Family Service. We are a

Rockland and Westchester County contract agency and a member of the national advocacy

organization-ACCSES.

www.jawonio.org

Adopted 12.12.05



2013

2014

2015

2016



1998

1999

2000

2001

2002



Drs. Patty Pollio &amp; Kirk Roberts &amp; Focused Wealth Management

Mindworks Charitable Trust and The OJC Youth Group

Jawonio Golden Gala: Our Past, Present and Future

Michael Vela, Foresters Financial



Adopted 12.12.05



jawonio.org



jawonio.org



2



3



2008

2009

2010

2011

2012



Since 1993, Jawonio has presented its prestigious Friends Award to those individuals in

the community whose influence and contributions have had a significant impact on the lives of

people with disabilities and their families. This year, we are pleased to recognize an exceptional

honoree, who, by his actions and deeds, has made a meaningful contribution to our society

and helped improve the lives and conditions in which people with disabilities and special needs

live, work and participate in our community.



Michael Vela



Foresters Financial

Michael Vela is a long-time friend, supporter and advocate for Jawonio, since 2009 when he



first got involved with our annual Golf Outing. Every year he has become increasingly more involved

and provided invaluable support to our organization.

Born and raised in Westchester County, Michael started working

at the tender age of 13 carrying newspapers and worked two jobs

all through high school while lettering in baseball and football. He

was the first in his family to graduate from college, paying his

own way. He attended SUNY Cortland and joined First Investors

during his last semester of senior year and stayed with the

company for 28 years.



Allan Eisenkraft

This biography is more than a description. It is a thank

you. Allan Eisenkraft may be retiring from our board and

receiving our inaugural “North Star” award, but it is with

deep and abiding affection that we say Allan, you’re not

leaving the Jawonio family.

For more than 40 years Allan’s wisdom and guidance

has helped us with his business and financial acumen

combined with a “menschyness” and compassionate heart.

Our gratitude also extends to the fact that Allan and his family’s commitment have

brought three generations of volunteers to Jawonio.

Allan has assisted us in our major Jawonio capital

projects including the Yonkers and TECH facilities.

We continue to seek Allan’s advice and counsel as

a member of our Building Committee for our main

campus revitalization project.



Michael is currently Executive Vice President for Foresters

Financial, a not-for-profit fraternal group that purchased First Investors in 2011. Foresters has

seen remarkable growth under Michael’s leadership, going from $7 Billion to roughly $11 Billion in

assets in just 4+ years. He has developed many leaders and mentored college graduates into

successful professionals.



As for those of us who are fortunate to know this

man...There is only ONE Allan Eisenkraft!! His philanthropy, passion and humanity are known throughout

Rockland and Westchester.



He is most proud of his wonderful family, his 19 year old son Michael Jr. and 17 year old daughter

Allison, who are the type of people you want your children to marry! He is very grateful for his

beautiful girlfriend of 11 years, Jessica, who is the number one financial advisor in the country, and

takes wonderful care of his family. He is grateful for his mom, “the world’s best mother” and to

have wonderful friends.



While Allan’s favorite roles are husband, father and grandfather his service to Jawonio

has truly been that of a guiding light.

We join with our Jawonio family and the greater community to congratulate our first

Jawonio North Star award recipient…Allan Eisenkraft.



He is a strong advocate for giving back to worthy causes such as his favorites: Abilities First,

Nyack College, Cortland College, local little leagues in addition to his tremendous love for Jawonio.

Jawonio takes great pride in honoring Michael Vela from Foresters Financial with its Jawonio 2016

Friends Award.
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1947 Jawonio was incorporated as

The Rockland County Center for the

Physically Handicapped &amp; United

Cerebral Palsy Affiliate on October

27th in Suffern, N.Y.

1948 John Muller was hired to be

Executive Director.

1949 The first summer camp in

Rockland County for people with

disabilities begins.

1951 “Camp Jawonio”, the first

overnight program, is born.

1953 21 acres are purchased from

the Edwin Gould Foundation.

1955 Muller brings in Goodwin D.

Katzen as his assistant. A new clinic

construction begins in conjunction

with BOCES.
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1986 Construction begins on second

community residence.

1987 Project STEPs (Success

Through Employment Programs)

starts; meets needs of young

adults with mental illness. Intensive

Vocational Evaluation Program

developed to assess college, technical

and job placement potential.

New C



ity Da



yHab



1957 Goodwin D. Katzen named new

Executive Director.

1958 All programs move to New City

campus at 260 North Little Tor Road.

1968 First sheltered employment

program initiated.

1976 12,500 -sq. ft. addition to

Jawonio Workshop completed. Infant

Development Program initiated.

1980 Opening of Samuel G. Fisher

Community Residence for 20 multiple

disabled adults of various ages.



1989 Goodwin D. Katzen Intermediate

Care Facility opens. High school-based

vocational evaluation begins. Project

START established to assist high

school students with mental health

challenges.

1990 Jawonio Micrographic opens.

1991 Adaptive Equipment Clinic opens.

Respitality services for the parents of

medically fragile children begin.

1992 The Senator Eugene Levy Home

opens in Suffern. Jawonio Assistive

Listening Device Center opens.
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1982 Opening of George C. Demas

Memorial Playground.

1985 Addition of 11,000-sq. ft. to

Jawonio Workshop.
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Saturday Respite Program begins.

Supported Employment expands

for developmentally disabled.

Jawonio Industries selected NYSID

subcontractor. First communitybased apartments open for two

adults.

1993 Playing and Learning Together

for children eight weeks to five years

offers inclusive educational and day

care programs. Created Service

Coordination and Referral Division.

Jawonio named “Outstanding

Rehabilitation Agency ” by the

NYS Mental Health Association

Business Advisory Partnership.

1994 IPRT (Intensive Psychiatric

Rehabilitation Treatment) opens.

Challenge Program begins for

supported employment. John

W. Cumming house in Palisades

opens. Residential Condominium

Program begins. Off-site clinic

opens for Podiatry, Psychiatry and

Gynecology.



1995 The Bobbi Lewis home opens

in Chestnut Ridge. Jawonio opens

homes in Haverstraw and Airmont.

Retirement Program begins for

Seniors in the Work Center.

1996 Jawonio receives fifth straight

3-year accreditation from CARF

(Commission on Accreditation &amp;

Rehabilitation Facilities). Opening of

new on-site Dental Clinic.

1997 Jawonio Celebrates 50th

Anniversary. Opened first HUD

funded condo project in the U.S. First

Consumer Driven Personal Home

Health Care Services program in Lower

Hudson Valley. UCPA of NYS honors

Paul J. Tendler with Daniel Wieder

Award for Professional Leadership

and Jim Johansen as Volunteer of the

Year.
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1998 Primary Medical Care

Services Clinic opens. Jill Warner

named Robert Schonhorn Staff

Member of the Year by UCPA

of NYS. Haverstraw home

named for Arthur Moskoff, Esq.

Jawonio receives sixth three year

accreditation from CARF.



2001 Begin conversion of Katzen

ICF to our Early Childhood Education

Center. Jawonio TECH opens. Four

residential homes open in Rockland.

Broke ground on new “Pool of

Champions”. CP of NYS named Jerry

Staller Schonhorn Staff Member

of the Year. Assisted in creation of

DSPA, Disability Service Providers of

America.

2002 Jawonio Yonkers opens. Arthur

Moskoff “Pool of Champions” opens.

The Sal Marasa Home, The Stanley

and Estelle Brill Home and Jawonio

TECH are all dedicated. Jawonio

named NYSID Employer of the Year.



1999 Created Diagnostic &amp;

Health Services Division. Started

Technology Class for children.

Began a Temporary Employment

Services program. An

Out-based Pre-Employment

Service created to aid people with

psychiatric disabilities.

2000 Received a $2.8 million

dollar HUD grant for a first-inthe-region supported apartment/

independent living center for 18

individuals. CP of NYS named

Sheri Muth Schonhorn Staff

Member of the Year. Purchase

and construction of Jawonio TECH

begins.
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2003 Major Grants Success:

Received appropriations from HUD,

Verizon and Slater Jett Meyers

Foundation.

2004 The Jim Johansen Home

opens. New City Work Center

renamed in honor of Irwin Lavender.

Jawonio featured in national

magazine, Inspire featuring our

Orange &amp; Rockland Utilities

Community Investment Program

partnership.

2005 Dedication of the Paul J.

Tendler Independent Living Center.

Construction begins at Early

Childhood Education Center.



2006 Purchase of two additional

homes in Rockland. The Health Center

at Jawonio celebrates its 10th

Anniversary of services.

2007 Opening of Early Childhood

Education Center providing services to

over 200 children each day.

2008 Executive Director/CEO Paul

Tendler announces retirement and the

Board of Directors names Jill Warner

as his successor. Nyack Studio Arts

Program Opens.

2009 Received $118,000 federal

grant for Education Services thanks

to Congressmembers Nita Lowey

&amp; Eliot Engel. CP of NYS honors

Tournament of Champions/Haverstraw

Little League. Opening of Balmoral,

Levy &amp; Salmon homes.

2010 Jawonio invited to White House

for 20th Anniversary of the ADA. Invited

by Mathilde Cuomo to present workshop

at Worldwide International Forum of Child

Welfare.
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2011 Jawonio opens “PROS”

(Personalized Recovery Oriented

Services) Behavioral Health Services.

Early Intervention Building named in

honor of Senator Morahan. Jawonio

renames Canterbury residence to O’

Neil home.



2012 A memorial service for late

CEO, Paul J. Tendler held at main

campus. Named Agency of the Year

by NAMI of Rockland; Non-Profit

of the Year, Rockland Business

Association. Diana Hess, CCO

received CPNYS Leadership Award.

Named EI Playground in honor of

Jerry Staller.
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2013 Jill A. Warner, CEO,

receives the Thomas P. Morahan

Leadership Award from Senator

Carlucci. Doubletree by Hilton,

Tarrytown named CP of NYS

Employer of the Year. Began the

strategic integration of health

care delivery services for people

with developmental disabilities,

behavioral health challenges and

chronic medical needs. Hosted

“Rally in the Valley” where more than

700 consumers, families, staff and

dignitaries joined together to fight

budget cuts at Letchworth Village.

2014 Received “Doing the Most

Good” Non-Profit/Employer Award

from Salvation Army. Honored by

O&amp;R with their “Doing Your Best”

Award for our children’s services.

Jill Warner selected as one of 22

CEOs in U.S. to serve on cabinet

of National Council on Behavioral

Health. Jawonio awarded $2.5 million

by Governor Cuomo &amp; his economic

development team for the design &amp;

building of our new services facility in

New City, NY. Received $12k from 7th

Masonic District Foundation for a

pediatric psychiatrist.
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2015 Jill Warner receives Rockland

Business Women Network NonProfit Leader of the Year Award.

Government and private grants

received: $350k grant from

Senator David Carlucci for

Behavioral Health Services

incorporated in our Health Center;

$150k grant from Assemblyman

Ken Zebrowski for our Jawonio

Training Center &amp; $40k from

WT Morris Foundation for Early

Childhood. Early phase of Jawonio

Capital Campaign begins.

Jill Warner received County of

Rockland Distinguished Service

Award.

2016 Awarded state, local and

private grants of over $500K

across all program areas. Proud

to receive three awards including:

The Rockland County Department

of Social Services “Spirit Award”

for excellence for our Cleaning

Company; the Tri-State American

Heart Association’s Platinum

Award for workplace initiatives

and the Vincent J. HoSang Award

for Early Childhood Education

Program. Began our Building for

Tomorrow Campus revitalization

project.



Janice Huff



Timothy Yang



One of New York’s most recognized forecasters, Janice Huff is the weekday Chief Meteorologist for NBC 4

New York, delivering weather reports for the station’s News 4 NY 5 p.m., 6 p.m., 7 p.m. and 11 p.m. newscasts.



Timothy attended the Jawonio preschool for 2 years. During that time,



Huff is host of Wednesday’s Child, a weekly adoption feature that airs Wednesdays during News 4 New

York at 5pm and re-airs Sundays on Weekend Today in New York. A passionate advocate for children and

community-related issues, Huff has received numerous accolades for her work on Wednesday’s Child.



he learned many important skills which would later help his knowledge



Huff joined NBC 4 New York in January 1995 and has held a variety of positions at NBC. She came to

WNBC from KRON-TV, the NBC affiliate in San Francisco, where she was the primary on-air meteorologist

for the station since 1991. She joined that station in 1990.



interested in creativity and art. Many of his



and discipline in dealing with many daily

tasks. At Jawonio, Timothy also became

basic motor and cognitive skills were refined at the Jawonio preschool



In 2012, Huff received high recognition for her dedication to foster care children at the New York City

Court Appointed Special Advocates Spring Reception (CASA-NYC).” Huff works with CASA- NYC to help

protect the needs and well-being of children in foster care, making sure that they are placed in safe

permanent homes.



programs.



In 2011, Huff was honored at 1199SEIU/Employer Child Care Corporation’s

“5th Annual Care for Kids Gala.” She was recognized for her dedication

to children in the New York City area and to children around the world.

The funds from the “Kids Gala” went directly to supporting education

programs and services for children.



show interest in art, music, singing and dancing. He initially did not show a lot of interest in



Additionally in 2011, Huff was recognized at the “Family Focus Adoption

Services (FFAS) Gala” for her work on behalf of adoptable children in the

New York City area through Wednesday’s Child.

Huff also received the McDonald’s “2011 Black Media Legends” award, and was honored by McDonald’s

as one of 24 esteemed ‘Black Media Legends’. Huff’s image appeared on McDonald’s 2011 Faces of Black

History Poster as well as on food tray-liners throughout New York, New Jersey and Connecticut.

Among Huff’s numerous awards include the YWCA of New York City’s 2008 “W” award; the New York

Chapter National Black Journalist Association’s “2007 Community Service Award”; the “2006 Golden

Apple Award” from the New York City Chapter of American Women in Radio &amp; Television (AWRT); the

Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies’ “2006 Laura Parsons Pratt Award”; the Administration

for Children’s Services’ “2004 Golden Heart Award”; the 2004 “Miracle Makers Media Award” for her

commitment and dedication to helping New York City’s Foster Care children; and the Second Annual

“Nicholas Scoppetta Award for Service to Children.”

Huff is a member of the National Weather Association, The American Meteorological Society, the National

Association of Black Journalists, the National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences, Alpha Kappa

Alpha Sorority, and the Friars Club.

A native of Manhattan, Huff graduated from Florida State University at Tallahassee with a major in

Meteorology. Huff is married and resides in New Jersey.



After graduating, Timothy entered the West Nyack Elementary School where he continued to

reading. Therefore, his parents thought that it would be fun and a great

learning opportunity to let him read scripts via acting since Timothy

enjoyed performing. Through his interest in acting and the necessity to

learn the scripts, his reading improved drastically. Through some random

coincidence he was discovered by a talent agency and thus began his child

acting career at the age of six.



At age 7, after working a few print ads and commercials, Timothy was cast for the 2015

revival of the King and I on Broadway at the Lincoln Center Theater in NYC. Timothy was the

youngest boy on the cast. He started with the show and

stayed through its 16 month run on Broadway. In addition, he

appeared with some of his K&amp;I cast mates on ABC’s “Live with

Kelly and Michael”, the CBS Tony Awards, and the NBC Macy’s

Thanksgiving Day Parade.

Timothy enters his fourth grade this year and continues to enjoy singing and performing. In

addition to his on going piano study, he picked up learning the french horn and saxophone.
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Thank You To Our Supporters



Thank You To Our Supporters



Autumn Harvest Celebration Committee 2016



Autumn Harvest Celebration Donors



Dave Carlson &amp; Daniel Salmon, Co-Chairmen

Dr. Ed Fisher &amp; Elizabeth Pawlowski, Journal Chairs



Mindworks Charitable Lead Trust



Fi Alonso, Ph.D • Madelon I. Berger • Estelle Brill-Schleimer • Rick Katzen

John Olori • Sharon Rappaport • Fran Reinstein • Richard Sarajian, Esq.

Annmarie Uhl • Jill A. Warner



Sponsors

MAJOR EVENT SPONSOR



ShopRite Inserra Supermarkets, Inc.

VALET PARKING



MUSIC &amp; PHOTOGRAPHY



TD Bank



Orange &amp; Rockland



COCKTAILS &amp; TAPAS



FLOWERS



Foresters Financial



Rockland Country Club Foundation



DESSERT



PHOTO BOOTH



Axiom Technology



Fi Alonso, Ph.D.



Special Sponsors

NOSH STATION



CARVERY STATION



Dr. Ed &amp; Raselle Fisher



Suez North America



EGG-CELLENT STATION



ITALIANO STATION



DoubleTree Hilton Tarrytown



Jackson Lewis P.C.



Alan &amp; Gail Koss

Mara &amp; Joe Maurer

John McCarthy

National Council for Behavioral Health

National Granite Title Insurance

Thomas Reilly

Heidi &amp; Daniel Spitzer

John Spratt

Lillian Stern &amp; David Sicular

Joanne Tierney

Antonia Vilkelis



Gerry Bierker

Felicia Blachorsky

Robert Boyle

Len Carpezzi

Carl Cesiano

Andrew &amp; Barbara Cohen

Libby Cogan

Maryann Conway

Gloria Delgado

Arnold &amp; Susan Garelick

Elyse &amp; Mark Hausner



Raffle Prize Donations

Rockland Country Club, Glamour Salon &amp; Spa, Cosmetics by Michelle, Ella NY

Manhattan Woods Golf Club, Challenger Learning Center, Levity Live, Kumo

Paramount Country Club, Stony Point Wines &amp; Liquors, La Terrazza

Westchester Broadway Theatre, Bradford Portraits, Historic Hudson Valley

Posa Posa, Hudson House, Bob’s Discount Furniture, Fred Astaire Dance Studio

Journal Production



Ryan Printing

Invitations



Quality Graphics

Travel



Arnie Heydt

Travel Dynamics



Journal Content



Phyllis &amp; Bruce Schweizer

Quality Graphics

Photography &amp; Photo Booth



The Photo Shoppe
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Flowes &amp; Decorations



Schweizer

Beautiful Flowers

Ice Sculpture



Abbey Ice &amp; Spring Water

Videography



RDP Productions
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