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File preview

Discussant still needed for either session (it will be fun!) And we could accept up to two more

papers. To join us, email a title and a 100 word abstract

 to bridget.hanna@gmail.com



by 12pm

October 31st. Thanks!

SfAA 2017 DOUBLE SESSION

Riddle me DATA: Science, Anthro &amp; the Future of Knowledge

The increasing interdisciplinarity of Big Data science poses new riddles for anthropologists.

Originally, disciplinary divisions were driven by the urge to : 1) protect unique epistemologies;

2) foster distinct methodologies &amp;; 3) cultivate specialized knowledge. Today however,

disciplinary silos are being eroded by the rise of the data sciences, with their omnivorous

appetite for information and relatively agnostic view as to its’ philosophical underpinnings. What

does this mean for ethnographic practice, for collaboration, and for justice? How do we ethically

work with, within, and with-out Big Data? Stories across environmental, medical, cartographic,

judicial and managerial worlds help frame these new conundrums.



Panel I: Big Health Data Strikes Back

1. The Era of Affordable Care: The Wild West, Gun-toting Frontier of Healthcare

Research

Rose Jones, Children’s Health System

Research in healthcare has historically been organized according to a hierarchic framework

defined by disciplinary boundaries and a carefully constructed epistemology. Clinical trials are

positioned at the apex and regulated by the IRB; all other types of research are scattered into

silos that are regulated by disconnected institutional policies. The Affordable Care Act (ACA)

has changed this in critical ways. The ACA has made non-clinical research on “patient

satisfaction” profitable and in the process unleashed a plethora of ethical and academic

problems that the healthcare system is ill-equipped to handle. The integrity and value of

anthropological research is at stake.

2. Paradoxes of ‘Value-based’ Big Data in Healthcare

Linda F. Hogle, University of Wisconsin-Madison

As U.S. healthcare shifts to ‘value-based’ payment models, Big Data tools are becoming central.

Paradoxically, such associative data techniques utilize nonmedical data to make medical

judgments, focus on patients’ futures over current conditions, and are at odds with

evidence-based medicine, long the foundation of policymaking. This paper analyzes outcomes

of the emerging organizational and technological reorientations, including new forms of

surveillance and population stratification. Differing understandings of ‘value’ in value-based care

create conflicts among care providers, payers, patients and third parties. Convergent

perspectives from anthropologies of medicine, technology, and organizations can be used to

study such complex phenomena.



3. Medical Research on the Homeless: The Use of Health Administrative Data

McGill University

This presentation will question how health administrative databases are used in psychiatric

research, with a particular interest for studies on homelessness. We will interrogate the

underlying assumption that homeless individuals are mentally ill because they use mental health

services. We will also inquire about the validity of the variables used, which were not collected

for research purposes: for example psychiatric diagnosis are obtained from physician billing.

The purpose of this form of surveillance will also be addressed. This will lead us to reflect about

the role of ethics in the production of "scientific facts" using Big Data.

4. Big Data, Lived Experience, and Perpetuation of the DALY in Global Health

Emily Mendenhall, Georgetown University

The power of the disability adjusted life year (DALY) in global health has persisted over two

decades. The DALY has revolutionized certain aspects of global health; for example, it has

radically transformed recognition and financial investment in global mental health. Others

critique the design and justification of the DALY, suggesting that its mechanism is flawed and

economic justification unreliable. Given the clear power and privilege attributed to the DALY in

global health, this article revisits critiques of measurement and utility in global health. Putting

anthropological scholarship in dialogue with the DALY may provide innovative new directions

via syndemics.

Discussant

Carl Kendall, Tulane University

Panel II: Mapping Data Frontiers

5. Evidence and Experiment in GIS-Enabled Community Driven Development in the

Philippines

Kimberley A Coles, University of Redlands

This paper queries how evidence is made and used by community volunteers in a poverty

alleviation program of the Philippine government. Two mapping experiments in poverty mapping

and in participatory community mapping demonstrate the need to take into account the

productivity, representation, and meanings of data. The spatialization and visualization of

evidence created new frameworks for volunteers to engage with in their decision-making

processes vis-à-vis their understandings of poverty. However, the spatialization work enacted

by policy-implementers and evaluators, and navigated by the volunteers also demonstrates the

layered and contingent nature of evidence and its efficacy in agenda setting or decision-making.

6. Toxicology Without Targets: Exposomic Data &amp; Just Ethnography

Bridget Hanna, Northeastern University

Toxicology is undergoing a rapid, radical paradigm shift. Classical techniques, by which known

chemicals are “targeted” individually for identification are being replaced by “untargeted” models



wherein the screens are broad enough, datasets vast enough, and analytics powerful enough,

that they can seek the UNknown. The rise of “exposome” theory, which sees exposure as the

sum of ALL nongenetic risks, not just the measurably chemical, has corresponded. The sum

finds toxicology suddenly bleeding into other disciplines looking for different kinds of “exposure.”

To what consequence? Is experience now exposure? The ethnographic now chemical?

Vice-versa? What consequences for knowledge-power, anthropology and EJ?

7. The Secret Lives of Search Algorithms: YouTube search as a social environment

Rachelle Annechino, Prevention Research Project

As the scale and complexity of digitized data expands beyond the bounds of traditional data

processing techniques, researchers must rethink the methods and meanings we apply to data

collected in digital environments. While experiences of digital “search” can mesh with mental

models based on the traditional library card catalog, the processes underlying digital search can

be very different. Using our own experiences sampling YouTube videos for a qualitative study of

marijuana and tobacco co-use, we will describe complications that arise from opaque search

algorithms, and new directions for thinking about online search as a social environment.

8. Evidence In, Evidence Out: The Changing Contours of Due Process in an

Evidence-Based Age

Emily Metzner, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Drug courts in the United States are both driven and conscripted by the evidence-based

paradigm, which, originating in biomedicine in the 1980s, privileges quantifiable forms of

evidence from “big” data sets. While embracing the epistemic allure of evidence as objective

fact, as “therapeutic” interventions, drug courts do not follow the strict legal rules of evidentiary

procedure that have been fundamental to due process in U.S. courts. Drawing on fieldwork in

three U.S. drug courts, my paper asks whether the evidence-based paradigm is muscling out

the particulars of legal evidence, and changing the contours of legal rights and justice.

Discussant
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