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Rod Schwalb

About me: I was born in the Midwest where my family and I were and still are a part of the farming community. I found that helped develop my strong family values, and hard work ethic from the many

hard working and inspiring people I was able to be around early in my life. Those values are what drive

me today in doing the very best job possible for all my client’s day in and day out. After moving to Arizona

with my wife, 2 sons and the family dog I got involved in the commercial and residential construction

business for over 23 years, working from Flagstaff to Tucson. With that experience and customer service,

I’ve gained considerable knowledge of the valley of the sun and all its communities, which I can share

with my clients when they ask about the area, amenities, value and the property.

Why did I get into Real Estate: I enjoy helping people from all walks of life make there dreams a

reality by helping you buy or sell your home. It’s a great feeling and since of satisfaction seeing a first

time home buyer get there keys. Or a veteran using there VA benefits from their service to this country.

To a retiree relocating to Arizona, or for my clients just wanting to purchase that second vacation home.

And to my many investors that enjoy real estate over and over again, it never gets old.

Currently: I’m always continually furthering my experience, education, knowledge and negotiating skills

in Real Estate as a full time Realtor. In 2011 I received my Short Sales and Foreclosure Resource (SFR)

Certification by the National Association of Realtors. In 2014 I went to the next level and obtained my

Real Estate Brokers license. I currently have my Accredited Buyer’s Representation (ABR) Designation,

along with obtaining on my Graduate Realtor Institute (GRI) Designation. I’m a member of the Arizona

Association of Realtors, National Association of Realtors, Southeast Valley Regional Association of

Realtors, and the Real Estate Buyer’s Agent Council.

In today’s market you need a professional who is knowledgeable, caring, and committed to their client

today and for years to come. I will provide you with the service you deserve and expect. I want to be

the one and only Realtor you’ll ever need or recommend. I promise you’ll find that in me.



Thank You,



Arizona History

• Statehood: February 14, 1912



Population and Geography













Population: 6.5 Million (2008 Estimate)

State Capitol: Phoenix

Largest Cities: Phoenix, Tucson, Mesa, Glendale and Scottsdale

Border States: California, Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah

State Size: 113,909 Square miles



State Symbols



























State Motto: Ditat Deus (“God Enriches”)

State Nickname: Grand Canyon

State Songs: “Arizona March Song” and “Arizona”

State Flower: Saguaro Cactus Blossom

State Gem: Turquoise

State Tree: Palo Verde

State Bird: Cactus Wren

State Fossil: Petrified Wood

State Mammal: Ringtail

State Reptile: Arizona Ridge-Nosed Rattlesnake

State Fish: Apache Trout

State Amphibian: Arizona Tree Frog



Major Industries in Arizona











Manufacturing: Arizona manufactures everything from food products to microchips, with major

manufacturing facilities found primarily in the Phoenix and Tucson areas.

Mining: Gold, silver and other ores have been mined in Arizona for more than a century, but the

state’s real claim to fame is copper. In 2007, more than 60% of all copper mined in the United

States come from Arizona.

Tourism: More than 37 million tourists visited Arizona in the year 2008 alone- leading to more

than 170,000 jobs in areas like travel and lodging. This makes tourism one of the state’s largest

industries.



Arizona History, Continued...

Did You Know













































Out of all the states in the U.S., Arizona has the largest percentage of it’s land designated as

Indian Lands.

The “Five C’s” of Arizona’s economy are: Cattle, Copper, Citrus, Cotton and Climate.

More copper is mined in Arizona than all the other states combined, and the Morenci Mine is

the largest copper producer in all of North America.

Covering 18,608 sq miles, Coconino County is the second largest county by land area in the 48

contiguous United States.

The worlds largest solar telescope is located at Kitt Peak National Observatory in Sells, Arizona.

Bisbee, Arizona is known as the Queen of the Copper Mines because during it’s heyday, it produced nearly 25% of the world’s copper and was the largest city in the Southwest between Saint

Louis and San Francisco.

Billy the Kid killed his first man, Windy Cahill, in Bonita, Arizona.

Pioneer filmmaker, Cecil B. DeMille originally traveled to Flagstaff to make his first film, but he

arrived there in the middle of a storm and decided to move operations further west, to Hollywood.

His film, The Squaw Man (1914), went on to be wildly successful, launching the fledgling industry

and establishing Hollywood as the movie capital of the world.

Arizona grows enough cotton each year to make more than one pair of jeans for every person in

the United States.

In 1912, President William Howard Taft was ready to make Arizona a state on February 12, but it

was Lincoln’s birthday. The next day, the 13th, was considered bad luck so they waited until the

following day. That’s how Arizona became known as the “Valentine State.”

When England’s famous London Bridge was replaced in the 1960’s, the original was purchased,

dismantled, shipped stone by stone and reconstructed in Lake Havasu City, Arizona, where it still

stands today.

Mount Lemmon, in Santa Catalina Mountains, is the southern most ski resort in the United States.

Arizona has 3,928 mountain peaks and summits - more mountains than any one of the other

Mountains States (Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah and Wyoming).

Montezuma never visited Montezuma National Monument - he was born 100 years after the

prehistoric dwelling was abandoned. The monument was misnamed for the Aztec emperor when

it was rediscovered in the 1860’s

Oraibi, a Hopi village located in Navajo County, Arizona, dates back to before A.D. 1200 and is

reputed to be the oldest continuously inhabited community in America.

Built by Del Webb in 1960, Sun City, Arizona was the first 55-plus active adult retirement

community in the country.



This list was compiled and researched by the Arizona Office of Tourism and the Arizona Centennial

Commission staff with the assistance of Marshall Trimble, Arizona’s Official State Historian.



The Life of a Real Estate Transaction

Buyer selects a

REALTOR®



Seller selects a

REALTOR®



Buyer gets preapproved by Lender

if new loan needed



Seller prepares

house for showing

and selling



Buyer views homes

with REALTOR®



Buyer selects home and

submits contract with

Loan Status Report (LSR)



Seller reviews and

accepts contract

from Buyer



Inspection reports

sent to applicable

parties and reviewed



Various inspections

ordered



Escrow opened at First

Arizona Title and title

commitment ordered



Title commitment

received and approved

by Buyer



Appraisal ordered

and completed

by Lender



Buyer advises First

Arizona Title of home

insurance company



Closing documents

compiled by

First Arizona Title



Loan documents

prepared by Lender

and sent to Escrow



Receives final loan

approval from Lender



Separate appointments

set for Buyer and Seller

to sign documents



Buyer deposits

required funds



Loan documents

returned to Lender

for review



Documents recorded

and Escrow closed



Lender funds

loan (sends funds

to Escrow)



First Arizona Title

ensures all contract

conditions met



After recording

confirmed First Arizona

Title disburses funds



Buyer receives keys

from REALTOR®



Final documents sent

to interested parties



Getting Pre-Approved

Most Realtors and Lenders recommend that home buyers get pre-approved before selecting a home

to purchase. The choice of lender is a very personal decision. Your Real Estate professional has access

to many Lenders offering a variety of loan programs to suit your particular needs.



Reasons to get pre-approved:



















With pre-approval, you can determine which loan program best fits your need and for which

programs you qualify.

You will know exactly for how much you are approved. It’s no fun to find your “ideal home”

and then find out you can’t afford it.

Your monthly payment can be set. This will allow you to budget your money before making

this large investment.

It shows you what the approximate down payment and closing costs will be.

If you are a first-time buyer, you may be able to qualify for a special first-time buyer program

which may allow you to afford more home for your money.

If you feel you would like and can afford a higher mortgage payment but are not able to meet

qualifications, co-mortgagor financing may be made available to you.

It improves your negotiation position with the seller.

It saves time once you’ve selected a home. The loan process is already underway.



Items Necessary for Loan Application







































Two (2) years employment information

Two (2) years residence history

Banks and/or depository names, addresses and account numbers

Most recent 3 months bank statements (all pages)

Open installment/revolving accounts; names, account numbers, balances and required monthly

payments

Social Security numbers

Drivers licenses or other photo ID

Check for credit report and appraisal (lender will tell you amount)

Copy of completed and signed purchase contract

Copies of notes used for additional income, if applicable

Copies of leases for rental properties, if applicable

W-2s for most recent 2 years

Most recent pay stubs from employment (within past 30 days)

12 months canceled checks for rent or private mortgage holder

Copy of divorce decree, if applicable

Most recent 2 years tax returns (if self-employed)

Most recent 2 years year-end balance sheets (if self-employed)

Current year-to-date profit and loss statement (if self-employed)



What is an Escrow?

An escrow is a process by which the terms and instructions of a Purchase Contract are administered by

a third party. In Arizona, escrow transactions are administered by Escrow Officers employed by a title

company or escrow agency.

The escrow is the central point of contact for the parties to the contract, as well as third parties to the

transaction, such a real estate agents, lenders and insurance companies. All instructions, funds and

documents are deposited with the Escrow Officer until all obligations of the contract have been satisfied. Upon satisfaction of all terms and conditions of the contract, the Escrow Officer will close the escrow.

Escrow Officers act on mutual written instructions ONLY and do not represent either party to a transaction. Thus, they have a fiduciary responsibility to ALL parties to the contract.



The Escrow Process

Step #1

When the escrow opens, it means that the title company is in receipt of two things…a completed and

signed purchase contract, including all amendments and addendums, AND…an earnest money deposit,

usually in the form of a personal check, made payable to the title company.



Step #2

The receipt for earnest money is faxed to both agents and the lender within 24 hours along with the

escrow number and pertinent contact information known to us at the time.



Step #3

























The Escrow Officer begins “working the file”.

The Preliminary Title Report is order and received, and faxed to agents and lender.

Escrow Officer schedules signing appointment with seller.

The home owner’s association is notified and statements are ordered.

Seller’s written mortgage loan payoffs are ordered.

Buyer’s agent remits termite report to Escrow Officer.

Buyer’s agent remits home warranty plan information.

Lender’s loan terms and documents are requested.

Buyer provides Escrow Officer with homeowner’s insurance information.

The pre-audit HUD 1 settlement statement is faxed to agents and lender.

Upon receipt of loan documents, Escrow Officer schedules signing appointment with buyer.



Step #4

Signing takes place with both sellers and buyers prior to close of escrow date on contract. Both must

bring valid photo identification for notary public purposes. Upon completion of signing, lender’s documentation is returned to lender for review, approval and funding. This process can take more than 24

hours, so be sure to provide ample “prior to close of escrow” time for these signings. Once funds are

received, the transaction can record. Close of escrow has taken place!



Step #5

Close of escrow, deeds are recorded!



Step #6

Once we have confirmed recording information, the funds are disbursed, including the commission

checks, and final closing packages are ready for pick up, delivery or mail.
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