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FASCISM IN AMERICA

Many liberals have complained that Trump’s

election will send the message that racism,

sexism, and other forms of prejudice are

okay. This is true, but the fact is, these behaviors are already acceptable in our

country. How else could Trump have had

even a chance?

In fact, politicians running on campaigns

based on white nationalism and hatred have

already been successful in this country. It’s

nothing new. However, Trump’s presidency

is the first time this toxic political mindset

has been pushed into the public eye even in

affluent, liberal places like the Bay Area.

Fascism is a very real, very present force in

modern politics, and we cannot let it stand

unopposed.



WHO IS NOT AT FAULT?

It is much easier to assign blame to a scapegoat

than to take responsibility and to take action.

However, division among Trump’s opponents is the

last thing we need right now. Keep in mind that, at

the least:









MAKE FASCISTS AFRAID

AGAIN

We are fortunate to live in an overwhelmingly liberal area. Even so, we cannot

tolerate racism, islamophobia, homophobia,

transphobia, or any other bigotry within our

communities. Protect anyone you can.

Do not shelter or accept bigots or fascists

within your social circles. Their opinions do

not deserve respect. They are harmful and

toxic, and if Trump’s victory is not proof of

that, what is?

More direct action against fascists and their

property is admirable. Do what you are able

to do, and stay safe.







THIRD PARTY VOTERS ARE NOT AT FAULT.

The vast majority of third-party voters voted for

Gary Johnson, the Libertarian candidate.

Libertarians lean rightward, and Trump would

have garnered most of these votes if they had

not gone to Johnson.

POOR PEOPLE ARE NOT AT FAULT.

There is a tendency among leftists to blame

ignorant poor people for the right’s victories.

The working class has been failed by both

parties countless times. This constant failure

and scapegoating leads to disillusionment with

the system, which was a large part of what

fueled Trump’s victory. (Also note that poor

non-white voters favored Hillary.)

ELDERLY VOTERS ARE NOT AT FAULT.

While Trump did lead among the elderly, there

is a misconception that racism and

conservatism will die off with our older

generations. This is absolutely not true; there is

a frighteningly large contingent of college-age,

fascist, white supremacists.



“I’M GONNA WAKE UP AND

KEEP TRYING TO DO GOOD

AND



SO



ARE



YOU



AND



NOBODY GETS TO VOTE ON

THAT.” – JUSTIN MCELROY



WHY TRUMP

WON

AND WHAT WE CAN

DO ABOUT IT



A FUNDAMENTALLY



THE MACHINATIONS OF



AMERICAN IDEALISM



BROKEN SYSTEM



THE DEMOCRATS



The failings of the American political

system should be clear to anyone keeping

track of this election.



It should be noted that the Democratic

National Committee is a part of the problem,

not the solution.



We all lost something this November. Not

the election, but an ideal of America I think

we were all holding onto, on some level.

This country is not as kind as we thought it

was, and that can be frightening.



We have known the electoral college was

a problem since at least the 2000 election.

Once again, the Republican candidate’s

miniscule lead in Florida led to a full ninth

of his electoral votes. This time, Trump won

the race by a wide margin of electoral votes

despite Clinton getting the popular vote.



A recent leak, the Podesta emails, revealed

that the DNC sought to “force all Republican

candidates [into] extreme conservative

positions” and to “elevate” Trump, believing it

would make the race easy for their own

unpalatable candidate. Needless to say, it did

not work out for them.



Perhaps this would not have been an

issue, but this was the first presidential

election in fifty years in which marginalized

groups did not have protection under the

Voting Rights Act. It is impossible to know

how many people were disenfranchised as

a result, but it was surely significant.



Could the Democratic Party have better

addressed the concerns of a disaffected and

alienated populace? No, because the DNC is

a part of the system as much as is the GOP.

A number of right-wing pundits “surprisingly”

endorsed Hillary over Trump – this is

because Hillary and the DNC are in fact

entirely unthreatening. They did not

challenge the ideologies of the right, but

collapsed in the face of what they could never

confront: the white nationalism of the

American people and state.



There are plenty of other factors in voter

suppression not mentioned here.



BREAK IT FURTHER

An oppressive system has never been

overturned by an election. Yes, vote in

2018 and 2020, but that cannot be the

beginning and end of our activism. Protest,

obstruct, and above all organize. Real,

meaningful political change starts from the

bottom up. Get involved in whatever

activism you can. The system will not

enable changes to itself, so work outside it.



DON’T RELY ON THEM

Do not pretend that electoral activism could

have saved us or ever will. Our solutions

cannot be limited to what the state approves.

We must organize in ways that challenge the

system, and the Democratic Party is not

willing to do that.



SUPPORT EACH OTHER

America may not be kind, but we can be.

Help your community however you are able.

If you see someone being harassed by a

fascist, step in and offer your support, even

if you cannot confront the bigot directly.

(This applies to online interactions, too.)

Just do what you can, and accept what help

you need.



FIGHT BACK

There may not be many Trump supporters

in this area, but you should still be ready to

oppose them, or other oppressive organizations.

Fascism, white nationalism, and bigotry is

unacceptable, and those who perpetuate it

must not be allowed to continue believing

otherwise. Direct action against fascists and

their property is just and admirable, but

remember that safety is your first priority.
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