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IN	THIS	ISSUE	



Message	from	the	Editor	

When	the	Debitage	team	sat	down	for	our	first	meeting	this	semester,	we	

knew	that	we	wanted	to	focus	on	a	theme	that	our	readers	could	connect	

with.	What	are	the	connective	threads	that	link	those	in	the	classroom	to	

those	who’ve	already	left	it?	The	answer	to	our	question	was	staring	us	in	

the	face.	It	was	that	link	that	we	would	pursue,	the	connection	from	field	

to	classroom	and	back	again.	Whether	it	is	the	conference	hall,	the	

laboratory,	or	the	field,	there	are	a	number	of	avenues	to	further	connect	

us	to	the	world	of	archaeology.		

From	the	classroom	to	the	practical	world	and	back	again,	the	give-andtake	of	practical	and	scholastic	experience:	these	are	exciting	notions	for	

many	students.	Whether	it	is	a	report	from	a	conference,	tales	of	

fieldwork,	or	practical	experience	learned	on	campus,	we	are	excited	to	

showcase	the	avenues	that	people	are	using	to	expand	their	archaeological	

horizons	at	SFU.		We	hope	the	write-ups	featured	this	semester	will	

engage	and	interest,	whether	you	are	casually	interested	in	archaeology	or	

if	it	is	your	entire	life.		

I,	and	all	of	the	Debitage	contributors,	would	like	to	take	this	moment	to	

thank	you	for	reading	and	checking	in	with	us.	It	is	no	small	

accomplishment	for	these	contributors	to	take	time	from	their	careers,	

academic	or	otherwise,	to	update	us	regarding	their	practical	and	

scholastic	endeavors.	Take	a	peek,	and	we	hope	you	dig	it.	

Editor-In-Chief	

Alex	Graham	
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Message from the President



Hi guys,

This semester is quickly coming to a close and I have no idea where the time has gone. As

a society this semester we’ve had pub nights, board game nights, the meet and greet, and

a CV writing workshop. We’ve got some big plans for next semester, with an Indiana Jones

movie and lecture night, faculty of environment trivia, pale-olympics competition, and

much more. If you’ve got any ideas for the types of events you think would be a lot of fun

we would love to have your input so that we can have events that everyone will really enjoy.

Myself and all the other executive members of the A.S.S. are here to make your experience

better in any way, shape, or form we can. Our goal as an executive team is to encourage

involvement in both professional and personal pursuits within this department. If there is

anything you ever think we could be doing differently, or better, we would love to hear

from you and get you involved in any way you would like to be. I sincerely hope that all of

you reading this will take a step to get involved in the department, whether that be

volunteering in a lab, joining the Debitage, attending meetings, coming to events, or just

coming to hang out in our shoe-box office between classes to drink coffee and use the

printer (both of which are free).

The student society really has been a defining part of my time here at SFU. It has offered

me professional opportunities to grow and learn, and some incredible friends. As this is the

last year of my undergraduate degree, I find myself looking back on my time in the

department more and more. This nostalgia has really driven home how much more

fulfilling school has become since I decided to get involved in the student society. The

primary reason for this is of course all of the people I’ve met along the way. There are

some amazing people in this department and I feel very grateful to have gotten to know a

number of you. Keep doing what you do, and I know you’ll all go far.



Cheers,



Brea McCauley, A.S.S. President
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Meet Your Current Archaeology Student Society Executive

Debitage Team

	



President, Brea McCauley

Hi guys, my name is Brea McCauley I’ve been your president for

almost two years now. I’m in my fifth and final year of my archaeology

major and am currently working on my honours thesis. During my

time here at SFU I’ve dug in the South Pacific for a field school, gone

to France to work on the La Ferrassie Neanderthal site, and joined a

project in Southern Germany digging at a new rock-shelter site. My

archaeological interests are in cultural evolution and human

behavioural ecology. I’m up on campus everyday and would love to

hear your opinions as to what kind of events you’d like to see, chat

about archaeology, or just life and the universe in general!



Vice President, Alex Graham

Hey all! My name is Alex Graham, and I’m both Vice

President of the ASS and Debitage Editor-in-Chief. I’m

in the fourth year of my undergrad here at SFU, after

leaving the Island for our beautiful Burnaby campus. My

academic interests include Mesoamerican archaeology,

colonialism, and the	history of archaeology as a whole.

After a summer spent digging in Central America, I

have both a mild tan and a ton of thing to talk about, so

hit me up in the halls! If you have any interest in the

student society or writing for The Debitage, I’m always

available to talk!
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Treasurer, Emily Purcell

Hey! I’m Emily Purcell, and I have been the ASS treasurer for the

last two semesters. I am interested in archaeobotany, BC

archaeology, and weaving technologies. I was a part of the

SFU/K’omoks Field School last summer, and can’t wait to get

back out in the field! My honours thesis has been focused on

phytolith analysis, and how this can be used to understand

landscape management practices in BC. When I’m not on

campus, I spend most of my time climbing, hiking, or out

botanizing.



Interdepartmental Liaison, Andrew Latimer

Hey everyone! My name is Andrew and I’m in the 4th year of my

archaeology, as well as one semester away from finishing my

CRM certificate. I’m interested in Mediterranean archaeology,

Pacific Northwest archaeology and geoarchaeology. I used to

be the Faculty Liaison but I am currently holding the position of

Interdepartmental Liaison, so I am essentially the link between

the Archaeology Student Society and the other departments in

the Environment and the dean of Environment. At our

meetings, I make sure that the ASS is aware of events planned

by other departments that Archaeology students can attend,

and plan faculty wide events such as the Undergraduate

Research Symposium. This is a fun position that is very involved

with engaging students and making sure archaeology is

integrated with other subjects.
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Council Representative, Madeleine Lamer

I am in my third year at SFU, and I have been the Archaeology Student

Society’s Council Representative to the SFSS for three consecutive

semesters. Through this role, I have been able to meet with the SFSS and

other DSU’s and discuss important issues that affect all the students at

SFU. I am interested in bioarchaeology and forensic anthropology, and I

spent two weeks volunteering in Santarem cleaning and analyzing

medieval human skeletal remains. I will be travelling to Menorca, Spain,

this summer to dig in a Roman necropolis and I am very excited.



Faculty Liaison, Laura Bayes

Hello, my name is Laura Bayes. I am a 4th year student. My position

within the A.S.S. is that of Faculty Liaison. Basically it entails keeping

a line of communication open between the students and the

department. I sit in the department meetings, and curriculum

meetings as a student representative. If you have any concerns that

you feel need to be addressed, please come find me or email me

(lbayes@sfu.ca). Outside of school my main interests are television,

comic books and my two children.



Secretary, Daria Yau

Hi, my name is Daria and I am the secretary from the student society. For

my position I make sure that the decisions made by the A.S.S are

communicated to students. I also make sure that students know about

upcoming events and activities through posters, Facebook, and email. I

am a 3.5-year student and my interests in archaeology are human

osteology, conflict, and the roles of women in conflict. Outside of school I

am an avid reader, gamer, and TV enthusiast!
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Archaeology in The Heart of a Canadian City

By Michael Scott

We often associate archaeological projects with the distant past, and the research that

archaeologists perform in this time-frame has immeasurable effects on our modern life, but

what are we able to see when we look to our recent history? This is what PhD student

Haeden Stewart from the University of Chicago set out to do this summer in the city of

Edmonton when he began his Mill Creek Historical Archaeology Project, which I had the

extreme pleasure of volunteering for. In his research, which he is conducting as a part of his

PhD thesis, he seeks to explore the archaeological record as it relates to the industrialization

of a burgeoning city on Canada’s then frontier by exploring what remains of some of it’s

more marginalized inhabitants.

To set the scene, Haeden’s research project took place in the heart of Alberta’s capital city of

Edmonton (my hometown), in the sprawling Mill Creek Ravine located south of the city’s

downtown core and in one of it’s oldest neighborhoods, Strathcona. At the turn of the

twentieth century, this area was the site of much of Edmonton’s, and then city Strathcona’s

early industrialization, tied in many respects to the expansion of the Canadian Pacific Railway.

Two of the products of this industrialization era in Edmonton’s history were a plant run by

Vogel Meat Packing Company, and a shanty town north of it, both of which have since

vanished. It is this shanty town that Haeden chose to excavate this summer, and it is at the

old Vogel meat-packing plant where he intends to finish his excavations next year

When I joined the excavation towards the end of July, Haeden had already extensively

researched historical records relating to this part of Edmonton’s history, and by using the

information mined from them, including old aerial photographs, he had gained a pretty good

idea of where to perform small shovel test pits in his survey of the area. Being that I had just

finished my first year in Simon Fraser University’s Archaeology Program, I jumped at the

opportunity to volunteer after a friend brought the project to my attention. Haeden was

gracious with his time once I contacted him. Having never taken part in an archaeological dig,

he gave me insight into the survey process he had used and quickly taught me the excavation

techniques he was using for his project

Given the relatively small nature of the team that Haeden was relying on to excavate, the

location of the units we were digging were chosen in an effort to maximize the information

we would be able to gather from this site. Units ranged from 50cm by 50 cm to 2m by 1m,

and the system for excavating required a mapping of each level before and after we had



Photo of a 1906 tent-house in Edmonton’s river valley (Edmonton Public Archive)

gone down either the arbitrary (but carefully considered) 10cm, or had reached a new natural

sedimentary level (or as natural as anthropogenic sediments can be). Of course an extensive

photographic record was maintained of this process as well, and a large number of sample

bags were used to gather a number of soil samples from each and every level. All material

culture was also bagged, using small finds bags for the more delicate remains, and a rocking

sifter with a 1/8” screen was our primary means of ensuring no items went unnoticed.

Previous finds from shovel pits and prior units ranged from all manner of goods that could be

found in the early 20th century, such as an old Coke bottle, a doll, and in one case a feature

containing two articulated chicken skeletons (indicative that they had likely not been eaten

prior to burial). The basic concept of the broadness of features that many of us are

introduced to in our early course offerings was demonstrated in many forms in the units at

this site, and each one was treated in much the same manner of excavation as the levels.

The majority of my time at the site was spent on one particular 2m by 1m unit that was at a

location that had seen known occupation according to the aerial photographs. Being that

these people were both poor, and living a hundred years ago, they had no access to the

amenities in life that we take for granted, chief among them being a waste management

system. The large majority of material culture that I bagged from this unit consisted of waste

items, including fragmentary or whole butchered animal bone, tin cans, broken plates and

various types of glass, and burnt items like leather, amalgamations of bone (identifiable from

their vitreous texture), and the charcoal expected to go along with such a process were found

as well. Of particular note were ashy features containing a number of these items together,



	

	



and signs of structural remains of wooden floor boards, posts, and the nails that go along

with them. The experience overall was a way of introducing myself to the basics of

archaeological excavation, but also provided insight into possible avenues for further study.

In particular my experience highlighted the importance of having an understanding of

material culture, a step all of us here at SFU take in the archaeology program, but it also

illustrated the importance of the soils that we dig through as archaeologists, and how the

relate to better understanding the environment that people were living in, even just one

hundred years ago.



Photo of Vogel’s meat-packing plant, circa 1902 (Edmonton Public Library)

With his first season of excavation in Edmonton finished, Haeden’s interest is turned towards

excavating the remains of the Vogel’s meat-packing plant next summer, but in the interim he

is kept busy disseminating the results of this summer’s excavation. As a whole, this project

builds on developing methodologies for performing industrial archaeology and inquiries into

humanity’s recently urbanized cities. Currently Haeden is analyzing the material remains of

his excavation, including the microscopic analysis of soil samples, in order to reconstruct the

ravine’s environmental health during this period and how that has impacted modern-day

Edmonton.

Special thanks to Haeden Stewart for involving me in his research and giving me his

permission to write about it.
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In the Field

By A.V. Testani



This past June, 21 intrepid archaeology students embarked on a fantastic adventure to

Courtenay, BC. During the 2016 SFU Archaeological Field School we worked in association

the K'ómoks First Nation to survey, excavate, and restore a number of sites and features

holding cultural significance.

Located on the east coast of Vancouver Island, the Comox harbour area is known

archaeologically for its abundance of wooden fish traps. During the field school we were

given a tour of these fish traps by Nancy Greene and David McGee, as well as many shell

midden sites surrounding the harbour.

The field school itself was conducted mainly at one site near the confluence of the Tsolum

and Puntledge rivers, although there were other sites that were surveyed and restored.

Every moment, from setting up camp, to digging trenches, to mapping in the forest was an

incredible learning opportunity. For almost 6 weeks, we excavated under the

blazing sun and pounding rain, experiencing nearly every imaginable weather condition, all

while living in tents.

It was incredible to see the resilience in my peers, the adaptability they displayed while we

faced what for many of us was our first field season. There is nothing quite like jumping in

the river with all your buddies after being caked in sunscreen and midden dust all day.

For most seasoned archaeologists, I can imagine our encampment was relatively luxurious.

For us infantile archaeology students, it was a major adjustment, one that many of us took to

quite willingly. Soon, the common area (picnic benches with an overhanging tarp) was

festooned with flowers and paper lanterns. Communal colouring books littered the area, as

well as the novels and texts being traded back and forth like an incipient economy. Nights

were spent sitting around the campfire, telling stories and trading phones back and forth

showing humorous youtube videos from the early 2000’s.

While this idillic scene took place in the campsite, the worksite was truly awe-inspiring.

Incredible preservation conditions mixed with unique finds have made the site a news

worthy phenomenon. The most intriguing find for many was the plethora of incised pebbles,

palm sized rocks smoothed and carved with diverse patterns. For more information on
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