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The 2nd Annual

Remembrance

of the Honorable

Marion S. Barry, Jr.

By: Ashley Travers

More than 150 elected officials, former colleagues, friends, family members, and supporters

gathered at the Congress Heights Arts &amp; Culture

Center (CHACC), November 25, to reminisce on

the life of Marion S. Barry, Jr., and to hear panelists

discuss meaningful recollections on the “Mayor for

Life,” at the 2nd Annual Remembrance of the Honorable Marion S. Barry, Jr. The discussion focused on

the positive influence Mr. Barry had on their lives

and the District of Columbia as a whole.

This second annual event was held in honor

of the late Civil Rights Activist, “Mayor for Life,” and

Ward 8 Councilmember Marion S. Barry, Jr., who

served four terms as mayor of the District of Columbia. He was D.C.’s second Mayor from 1979-1991,

and again as the fourth mayor from 1995-1999. He

was one of the most informed, charismatic, and

prominent politician’s that the District of Columbia

may ever experience in a lifetime. A tireless advocate for the young, the aged, and the poor; Barry

invested hundreds of millions of tax dollars into

senior centers, social-welfare undertakings, and

job training and employment programs for District

residents.

Serving three tenures on the Council of the

District of Columbia, Barry represented the citizens of D.C. as an At-Large Councilmember from

1975-1979. From 1993-1995, he served as Ward 8

Councilmember, and again from 2005-2014. During

BARRY continued on P2
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The Groundbreaking of the Congress Heights

Arts &amp; Culture Center (CHACC)

By C.M. Bailey

The Congress Heights Arts &amp; Culture Center

(CHACC) began as an initiative of Mr. Phinis Jones,

to preserve and renovate the 3200 Martin Luther

King, Jr. Ave SE building into an arts and learning

center. On Monday, August 15, 2016 the vision

became a reality during an official groundbreaking ceremony which began the renovations to the

historic building.	
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The Suffering

of Haiti

Continues…

Read More on P8



“Today, we celebrate a phoenix rising from

the rubble that will bring renewal to the East of

the River’s economic engine as well as its passion

and heart,” Mr. Phinis Jones told the attendees.

The CHACC has the potential to transform

this business district and assuage some impressions of this precious neighborhood. Transformation takes place when you lead change and

not react to it, which is exactly what Phinis Jones

CHACC continued on P12
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Keyonna Jones- Lindsay

Dr. LaTonya Henderson

Pastor KIP Banks, Sr.

C.N. Staff Writer

Baldin Needham

Vickie Wilcher

Djeny Mokondji

Milton Brown

Jacquan Williams

Donald Isaac

Ameenah K.

Please email the editor with any comments,

questions or concerns:

editor@thecapitalnews.com

and visit the website:

www.thecapitalnews.com



@THECAPITALNEWS on Twitter



Upcoming News:



If you would like to write a letter to the editor

of The Capital News or submit an opinion piece

to the newspaper, please submit the article to

editor@thecapitalnews.com by the 17th for

publishing.

If you would like to place a small job advertisement,

housing advertisement or automobile advertisement in the paper please email the editor with the

information and the paper will contact you about

pricing for your ad.
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BARRY continued from P1

his later years, representing the citizens of Ward 8,

Barry was most vocal on issues affecting “the last,

the least, and the lost.” He was a strong advocate of

wage issues and affordable housing, ex-offender

rights, and minority jobs and contracting.

Barry was the first civil rights activist to become chief executive of a major American city. As

mayor of the nation’s capital, he became a national

legend. In the 1960s, he was involved in the Civil

Rights Movement. He first served in the capacity as

a member of the Nashville Student Movement, and

then as the first chairman of the Student Nonviolent

Coordinating Committee (SNCC).

Mr. Barry led numerous protests against racial

discrimination and segregation as Chairman of the

SNCC. He lobbied countless state legislatures for

African Americans rights. Barry was asked to relocate

to Washington, D.C., to oversee the SNCC’s office.

In 1965, Barry moved to the District of Columbia to

open a local SNCC chapter. He coordinated peaceful

protests and demonstrations. He organized boycotts

to protest increases in bus fares and arranged rides

to work for those who needed them. These boycotts

cost the bus system thousands of dollars, thus proving Barry’s ability to effectively organize.

Serving as the leader of the Free D.C. Movement Barry then co-found Pride, Inc., which provided job training to unemployed African American

men, funded by the Department of Labor. Barry was



very active in the end result of the 1968 Washington,

D.C. riots that followed the assassination of the Rev.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. He organized a program

of free food distribution through Pride, Inc., for poor

African American residents whose neighborhoods

and homes had been destroyed in the rioting.

Barry helped to direct federal funds and venture capital to African-American owned businesses

that were slowly recovering from the riots, by becoming a board member of the District of Columbia’s Economic Development Committee.

Marion S. Barry, Jr., was the mayor of his

people, and was firmly committed to the economic

development in the District of Columbia. He was

one of the first African- American mayors who realized that while in office, he could make life altering

differences in African-American economic development. He helped create colossal employment for

African American residents through recognizing

opportunities that worthy, certified, women and

minority- owned businesses could perform contractually for the District of Columbia. African American

businesses began to experience a financial surge under Marion S. Barry, Jr; that began growing because

he would accept nothing less. There was absolutely

no opportunity too big that he would not intercede

on behalf of African-American owned businesses

based in the District.

BARRY continued on P3
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The 2nd Annual Remembrance of the Honorable Marion S. Barry, Jr., was a memorable evening

for all who attended. This at-capacity event began

with the welcome by Mistress of Ceremonies,

Keyonna Jones-Lindsay, Executive Director, Congress

Heights Arts and Cultural Center. Mrs. Jones-Lindsay

introduced the evening’s panelists, which were as

follows:

Cora Masters Barry, Founder of the Southeast

Tennis and Learning Center, former University of the

District of Columbia Political Science Director, and

former First Lady of the District of Columbia;

Raymone K. Bain, Esq., Chairman, The

Raymone K. Bain Companies, LLC, is best known

for her personal representation of the Honorable

Marion S. Barry, Jr., Michael Jackson, Serena Williams, Janet Jackson, Kenneth “Babyface” Edmonds,

Boys II Men, Steve Harvey, The Reverend Dr. Barbara

Williams-Skinner, and the African American Clergy

Network (which represents over one million parishioners);

Mary Cuthbert, Ward 8 ANC Commissioner;

and Norm Nixon, Employment Specialist, Community College Preparatory Academy Public Charter

School.

The panelists were asked to share meaningful stories about Marion S. Barry, Jr., and how he
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positively impacted each one of their lives. All the

panelists recounted their personal experiences with

Mr. Barry and what he meant to them.

“If it had not been for Marion, I would not be

where I am today. He helped me get on the right

path to many opportunities,” said Norm Nixon.

An event attendee, K.T. stated, “My favorite

Marion Barry quote is,” “I serve as an inspiration to

those who are going through all kinds of things.



Whatever storms they are going through, they can

learn from me.” -The Honorable Marion S. Barry, Jr.

Marion S. Barry, Jr., was an inspiration to all.

He was a congenial person with an infectious smile.

He made an indelible mark in the District of Columbia and will always be deeply missed. This annual

remembrance event is a way to honor his legacy and

to recount the innumerable ways he has enhanced

so many lives of the citizens of the District. n



Marion S. Barry, Jr., was

the mayor of his people,

and was firmly committed

to the economic

development in the

DistrIct of Columbia.
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The Teacher, Santa Claus, and Me?

By Milton Brown

Writing is an act of imagination; it builds from

the raw materials of life and language. The world

of writing doesn’t really emanate in a classroom,

but in the laboratory of our minds. Yes; the rules

and compartment of writing are taught in line with

English language objectives and standards, but

the stylization of writing begins with the IMAGINATION.

Life allows us to paint solid pictures of what

we experience; what we understand; what we

envision; and what we love. The imagination or

“imaginative spirit” will lift our minds to utter glee.

The imagination will also open windows of consciousness that will evoke reality. What would we

do without our imaginations? When our thoughts

meet our collegial expectations, we want to share.

We want people to be able to experience our

utter joy of an outing, an event, an occurrence,

and a person. We want to emblazon our lives on

the cracks and crevices of the human psyche and

we want for your imaginative spirit to live on into

eternity.

How did you react when you found out

that the Easter bunny was “made up?” What did

you do when you caught your Dad sneaking into

your bedroom to retrieve your tooth and leave

you a five-dollar bill? When did you realize that

the purported baby-delivering stork was a hoax?

How did you deal with Santa Claus not being who

you thought he was? For most children, these

“harsh” realities are hard to comprehend; but as we

progress, we realize that these stories are a part of

the imaginative spirit of our consciousness. These

stories, myths, folklore, and fables conjure up the

spirit of our creative minds. It allows us an opportunity to delve into the corners of our minds that run

with fancy.

There is a teacher standing in a classroom

right now attempting to teach writing to unimpressed students. Of all the topics and subjects

taught in school, writing is one of the must difficult

to teach. The ability to write is a skill that needs to

be mastered and mastery can be difficult because

writing is overtly objective – either you like to do it

or you don’t. Students who complain about writing

just don’t allow themselves an opportunity to

digest the subtleties of “creating a story from one’s

mind.” (This changes when they are given accolades for something that they have written.)

English grammar is complex. For every rule,

there is an exception and for every exception, there

is an explanation. Teachers get bogged down with

the eccentricities of grammar because IT MUST BE

TAUGHT. (I don’t believe that anyone ever masters

the English language; good writers keep a great

reference book within reach.) Books, plays, short



stories, essays, etc. are written every day by people

because the literary need in most of us “to tell our

stories.” The teacher is often wondering what are

the best and boldest ways to get students to write

(better). Teaching writing is difficult and people/

students are reluctant to write because of the

intricacies, rules, structures, and nuances of writing.

The experts say that good writers always have the

depths of their imagination rolling. Although the

tooth fairy is far from any reality, the concept spurs

the imagination and allows us to create verses and

stories that stir the imaginative spirit.

Maya Angelou once said, “When I am writing,

I am trying to find out who I am, who we are, what

we’re capable of, how we feel, how we lose and

stand up, and go on from darkness into darkness.

I’m trying for that. But I’m also trying for the language. I’m trying to see how it can really sound. I

really love language. I love it for what it does for us,

how it allows us to explain the pain and the glory,

the nuances and delicacies of our existence. And

then it allows us to laugh, allows us to show wit.

Real wit is shown in language. We need language.”

Readers of modern fantasy are transported

into magical worlds where people, places, and

things are often not what they appear to be. Animals speak, toys come to life, and eccentric char-



acters perform seemingly impossible feats. Worlds

turn upside down, and the familiar becomes the

unknown. A reader of the Harry Potter franchise

knows that J. K. Rowling used her vast imagination

to construct fantasy worlds that readers of all ages

love and adore.	

Anyone who has ever been in a writing class

has heard the time-worn, (and very worn-out), advice given to those seeking a career as an author:

“Write what you know.” It’s not necessarily bad

advice and may ring true for some authors. Personally I don’t want to think of a reading world without

vampires, angels, the Lochness monster, witches,

hobbits, Punxsuatawney Phil, dragons, slightly

distorted historical fiction, grim murder mysteries,

or childhood figures. These figures represent the

childlike qualities in all of us. They are reminders of

innocence and of fancy.

	 All writers are blessed in the imagination

department. We see events, meet people, and for

some reason the imagination process kicks into

high gear – and we put pen to paper. Part of the

fun of being a writer is exploring areas you haven’t

personally experienced. Part of the fun of being a

teacher of writing is getting students to apply their

imaginations and write creatively. It’s imagination

at its finest. Let it soar!  n
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Santa Visits Congress Heights

By C.N. Staff Writer

Santa swept through Congress Heights on

Friday December 16th for his annual visit to the

Community Tree Lighting. Each year Santa makes

a quick stop in Congress Heights just to make

absolutely sure the tree is up and decorated for the

community to enjoy and kick-off its annual “Winter

Wonderland Extravaganza.”

This year Democracy Prep hosted the 16 foot

Fraser fir community tree. Local community leaders, business owners and DC Department of Small

and Local Business Development officials kicked off

the holiday season at the Second Annual Congress

Heights Christmas Tree Lighting.

Democracy Prep is a central part of Congress

Heights’ main street central business district and

was selected to ensure that local area youth were

included in the “Winter Wonderland Extravaganza”.

“The Congress Heights Main Street Program

(Destination Congress Heights) was pleased to

sponsor this year’s event and pleased that the

community came together to help the community

leaders light the tree and hang special ornaments

(some of which were created by Congress Heights

area children and adults),” said Monica Ray, Executive Director of Congress Heights Community

Training &amp; Development Corporation.

Throughout the Christmas season other

events where held in the Congress Heights community. From December 19 through Dec ember 23,

Congress Height Main Street Business sponsored

hot chocolate and sounds of the season for customers and community from 6 pm to 7 pm. And on

Monday, December 26 from 5:30-7:30 pm a Holiday

Home Tour of “The Winter Wonderland Extravaganza” participating homeowners and businesses

opened their doors, yards and windows for all to

see. Destination Congress Heights awarded a prize

to the wining homeowner and business owner.

HISTORY OF THE CONGRESS HEIGHTS

WINTER WONDERLAND EXTRAVAGANZA

The first “Winter Wonderland Extravaganza,”

sponsored by the Congress Heights Community

Association, occurred during a holiday celebration

in December of 2015. Festive music, and holiday

decorations marked the community celebration.

This informal tradition continued his year with

local businesses and Destination Congress Heights

joining the effort.

Destination Congress Heights is Congress

Heights’ Main Streets program. The organization

supports and provides technical assistance for the

comprehensive revitalization of Congress Heights’

business district (Martin Luther King Avenue – between 4th St., SE and Milwaukee Place, SE).

The “Main Streets” goal is to support retail



investment in the District through the retention

and expansion of existing businesses and the

recruitment of new businesses to the corridor. The

program is based on the National Trust for Historic

Preservation’s nationally proven model, which includes work in the areas of organization of commercial revitalization efforts, promotion of neighborhood businesses and business districts and

design (physical environment) and economic restructuring (business and property development).

The program’s approach provides the Congress

Heights community with a mechanism to manage

their neighborhood and commercial districts and

create a structure to implement commercial revitalization activities that will achieve the stakeholders’

goals for their commercial district.

“For years to come, the Congress Heights

Community’s Tree lighting will evolved from a small

community celebration into Congress Height’s

city-wide commemoration of the holiday season”

said Wendell Quann, Destination Congress Heights

Project Director.  

n
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Ivy League Tour

with Global Scholars

B y J osh M itchell

Last month I was fortunate enough to participate in an Ivy League College Tour. The four day

tour conducted by the Global Scholars Foundation,

a well-known educational program, took me on a

four state trip to four different colleges.

Global Scholars Foundation is a program that

takes kids that live in DC and who attend DC public,

or charter schools and develop their “global competency” by learning the culture and language of

other countries, then visiting those countries, free of

charge.

The Global Scholars Foundation Program

exposed me to financial literacy, and other academic

and life skills. They taught me about financial aid

for college; how to maintain a bank account, save

money, and many other financial life skills that are

essential for success in both academic life and real

life!

Thanks to Global Scholars I was treated to

my first college tour giving me the opportunity to

visit some of the most elite colleges in the United

States.  When I visited the campuses of Princeton,

Columbia University, the University of Pennsylvania, and Yale, I was amazed and snapped as many

pictures I could and asked as many questions as possible.   I took advantage of every opportunity I had.

This was a life-changing trip that I will remember always and I will keep in touch with our tour

guides via email and I hope they keep in contact

with me. I am so thankful for the Global Scholars

Foundation and this program.  

If you are interested and would like more information about Global Scholars, contact Dr. Marcia

Brown, Executive Director @marcia.brown@hstreetcdc.org.  I can’t wait to continue with the program.. n



This was a life-changing trip that

I will remember always and I

will keep in touch with our tour

guides via email and I hope they

keep in contact with me.
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The Suffering

Continues in Haiti

By Kesi Khmet

On January 12, 2010 the country of Haiti was

struck by a catastrophic earthquake with a magnitude of 7.0. By January 24, at least 52 aftershocks

measuring 4.5 or greater had been recorded, with

the death toll ranging from 100,000 to 316,000,

depending on your source. This was not the first

natural disaster to devastate the already poor country, and it definitely wouldn’t be the last. In October

of last year, Hurricane Matthew landed in Haiti as a

Category 4 storm. The storm took hundreds of lives,

and left many more homeless. Reminiscent of the

earthquake that devastated the country just seven

years before, it remains unclear if the government

was able to notify its citizens of the latest coming

disaster. While natural disasters can’t be completely

avoided, a deeper look into the natural disasters

might provide some insight about Haiti’s poor

preparation and recovery time.

Haiti is among the poorest nations in the

world, according to the World Bank’s calculations.

While this information is not new to most, it should

be surprising because the country possess about

20 billion in natural resources alone. In an article

recently published by the Guardian, Jean, a Haitian

man is quoted saying “Our country is poor, but what

is underground could make us not poor any more.

But since our wealth remains underground, it’s the

rich who come with their fancy equipment to dig it

out. The people who live on top of the ground stay

poor, while the rich get even richer.”

In just a couple sentences Jean has summarized the central plight of most poor, developing

nations. Additionally, as a result of not being able to

access their own wealth to create infrastructure, jobs

and products Haiti is dependent on foreign aid and

foreign products to flood their markets. This in turn

leads to a lack of control over their own governments, money and national future.

The words of Jean also bring to light another

issue, perhaps the most important one. The United

States (and other countries flooding Haitian markets

with goods) has a vested interest in Haitian poverty.

How can this be you might ask, when the United

States sends millions to Haiti in aid money annually?

The answer is simple: the United States and Europe

need Haiti and other poor nations as dumping

grounds for products they can’t sell in the states.

Food “aid” is a weapon and a commercial enterprise.

In her article Food Aid as Dumping published on

globalissues.org, Anup Shah says, “Certain types

of food “aid” (when not for emergency relief ) can

actually be destructive. Dumping food on to poorer

nations (i.e. free, subsidized, or cheap food, below

market prices) undercuts local farmers, who cannot



compete and are driven out of jobs and into poverty, further slanting the market share of the larger producers such as those from the US and Europe.” Shah is among dozens of scholars doing the work to illuminate

these national injustices. However, despite an abundance of evidence the contrary the U.S. and Europe

continue to not only damage the Haitian economy, but also remain poised to profit from Haitian poverty.

While it is easy to approach this abusive relationship between Haiti and richer nations as an incident

occurring within a vacuum, nothing could be farther from the truth. As early as the 19th century we see

the U.S and Europe taking advantage of Haiti’s diplomatic isolation in the lingering shadow that is still the

Haitian revolution. This exploitation continued into the 20th century and can still be seen to day in the form

of embargoes on loans to Haiti from international banking institutions. There is also probable cause to

believe that the U.S. has been inappropriately involved in Haitian presidential elections as recently as 2000,

leveraging monetary aid as a means of influencing elections. This is not a far cry from placing gunboats on

the shoreline, a 19th century tactic.

For those unfamiliar with the black hole that is neoliberal colonialism and global anti-blackness it may

come as a surprise that two of the most affluent nations in the world would exploit the defenseless nation

of Haiti. However the fact remains that in many ways Haiti is still being punished for its revolt against slavery

at the beginning of the 19th century. It’s not unreasonable to believe that these forms of punishment are

fueled by a neocolonial fear of an industrialized Haiti and guilt in regards to the damage that has already

been done to the Haitian people.

It’s important that in light of this history we don’t begin a push for the reduction of aid to Haiti especially in the wake of Hurricane Matthew. Instead we should be pushing for aid in the form of jobs created

by infrastructure and empowerment of the Haitian government to sell its own products to its own people

instead of sending that money out of the country. It’s like the old saying goes: if you teach a man to fish you

feed him for life. Unfortunately, countries like the U.S. are less interested in feeding a man for a day and more

preoccupied with selling the hungry man fish from overseas at subsidized prices in the interest of its own

economy.. n



It’s important that in light of this history we don’t

begin a push for the reduction of aid to

Haiti especially in the wake of Hurricane Matthew.
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Helping Those in Need

By by Kesi Khmet

As we bring in a new year, full of new goals, opportunities and, let’s face it, new year shopping, it is

important to remember the members of our communities who are most in need. This year instead of just

throwing out all of your old things, make a positive impact and give back to your community. Charitable

initiatives such as these do not take much time or money to initiate. Essentially, all you need is a dedicated group of volunteers, a drop off site, and a way to get the word out. If you are unable to organize your

own clothing or food drive then consider getting involved in or donating to a drive hosted by your local

church, mosque or shelter.

WHAT TO GIVE 	

When donating it’s important to find out what people need most. Often, shelters receive large quantities of items that are in low demand such as canned food, coats and shoes. Here is a list of the top ten

most needed but least donated items:

SOCKS 		

A fresh pair of socks can be the difference between catching a cold or contracting respiratory infections related to decreasing temperatures. The next time you’re in the store for socks, pick up an extra

package.

TOOTHBRUSHES AND TOOTHPASTE 	

As one can imagine, dental insurance is hard to come by as a homeless person. Items that support

preventative dental hygiene are extremely valuable and not often donated. This is a low budget item

easily bought in bulk and always appreciated.

SOAP, HAND SANITIZER 		

One of the biggest aspects of homelessness is not being able to get clean how and when you want

to. This could be due to sharing showers at overcrowded shelters or needing to move from one shelter to

another with little notice. Donating travel size bottles of sanitizer and hand soap can go a long way. Items

like these empower people to control how and when they get clean!

SHAMPOO AND CONDITIONER		

Having washed and conditioned hair is a small luxury that many do not consider when making donations to the homeless. Clean and cared for hair can be the difference between getting that job or not.

Additionally, it is a source of pride and confidence for all people to be presentable and well groomed.

TAMPONS AND PADS 		

Homeless women are among one of the most at risk populations in our community. These women

might be victims of abuse or escaping other dangerous situations. When making donations it is important

to consider the basic needs specific to people with periods. Tampons and pads are just a few of the items

in high demand for these populations.

TOYS, DIAPERS AND WIPES

While it is unpleasant to think about, the fact is: there are many children in this country, and in our

own communities, without homes and whose needs are not met consistently. These range from physical

needs like diapers, wipes and diaper creams to emotional needs such as toys, games and books. Contact

your local women’s shelter or group home to donate items such as these.

BRAS AND UNDERWEAR

When contemplating items to donate to a clothing drive, we often consider the clothes we’ve worn

but don’t use anymore. However, this often excludes undergarments. Bra’s and underwear are items rarely donated but in high demand.

PAJAMAS

The final item on this list is pajamas, which you might find surprising since many people don’t sleep

with proper pajamas or prefer an old t-shirt. However pajamas serve the very functional purposes of preserving street clothes, allowing for laundering, and aiding in a good night’s sleep.



WHERE TO GIVE



Give



BREAD FOR THE CITY:

HELPING THE PEOPLE

1640 Good Hope Road SE

Washington DC 20020 (Southeast Location)

Phone: 202-561-8587

Hours: M-Th 9AM-5PM, Friday 9AM-12PM

Accepts: Food, clothing, medical care, and

legal and social services



Mission:

“[T]o provide vulnerable residents of Washington, DC with comprehensive services, including food, clothing, medical care, and legal and

social services, in an atmosphere of dignity

and respect”(http://www.breadforthecity.

org/).

ALLEN FOOD PANTRY

2498 Alabama Ave.

S.E. Washington, D.C. 20020

Phone: 202-889-7296

Hours: Friday 9:30am-12pm,Every 1st, 3rd, 5th

Wednesday 8:00 a.m.-10a.m.

Prerequisites: Picture ID, to receive services

Mission:

“[T]o assist in relieving hunger in metro DC

with a concentration in Wards 7 and 8 and

within the church membership” (http://www.

acamec.org/).

CALVARY WOMEN’S SERVICES

1217 Good Hope Road S.E.

Washington, D.C. 20020

Hours: M-F 9am-5pm

Phone: Arielle Baker: (202)-678-2341

Prerequisites: Please contact us to set up an

appointment to deliver a donation.

Accepts: Pajamas (sizes M - 3XL), Umbrellas,

Twin-sized sheet sets, SmarTrip cards, Slippers

Notice: Due to limited storage space, we

cannot accept donations of clothing or shoes

Furniture is accepted on an as-needed basis

for use by women who are transitioning out of

our programs and into their own homes.

Mission:

“[T]o achieve excellence in what we offer: a

safe, caring place for tonight; support, hope

and change for tomorrow (https://www.calvaryservices.org/). n
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