Notes On The Travel Diaries

Pages 14, 17, and 18(page numbers marked at the bottom of each image) describe faith
healings during a pilgrimage to the basilica of Saint Anne in Quebec.

Page 51 contains an anectode about Chinese laundromats. The Chinese have been
stereotyped throughout the late 20th century, often humorously, as being owners and
operators of laundromats and this tradition appears to go back to at least the late 1800's as
well.

Life was centered around church and prayer. Hiking and playing cards was mentioned as
recreation people engaged in.

The writer of this diary is Odelie Demers, she is of Acadian heritage(a type of French
Canadian). At the end of the diary is a image of a brief report on The Acadians written in 1790
as well as an image of her in a portrait with her family and a image of the basilica of Saint
Anne. In the portrait her surname is Dubois and the surname of her sister Eva has changed to
Doiron. Their father and mother is to the viewers left of them and they are named Henriette
and Telesphore Demers. This diary was written in 1898.
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R he Acadians, written in 1790:

It was written in 1790 by Moses Delesdernier, original from Suisse who arrives at Nova
Scotia in 1750. He was living at that time in company of acadians of Pisiquid, a part of
Windsor nowadays. At the request of Dr. Andrew Brown, from Halifax, who was doing a

vast research about acadian life, he was sent to make what he called "Observations of

the Situation, Customs and Manners of the Ancient Acadians", from where we
have these excerpts :

"The Acadians are the most innocent and virtuous people whom | have ever known or
heard tell of in any history. They live in a state of perfect equality, without distinction of
rank in society. The title of 'Messieurs' is not known among them. Ignorant of the luxuries
and even of the conveniences of life, they are content with a simple mode of life, which
they easily derive from the cultivation of their lands. Very little ambition or avarice was
seen among them; they helped each other's wants with benevolent liberality; they required
no interest for loans of money or other property. They were humane and hospitable to
strangers, and very liberal to those who embraced their religion. They were very
remarkable for the inviolable purity of their morals. | do not recollect a single case of
illegitimate births among them, even now. Their knowledge of agriculture was very limited,
although they cultivated their dyked lands pretty well ...Each farmer was his own architect,
and each proprietor was a farmer...They raised and made their own clothing, which was
uniform. They were fond of black and red with stripes down the leg, bunches of ribbons
and long streamers...They were a strong, healthy people, capable of enduring great
hardship, and generally lived to an advanced age, although no one employed a doctor....
To conclude, they seemed always cheerful and light-hearted, and on every occasion were
unanimous. If any disputes arose in their transactions, etc., they always submitted it to
arbitration, and their last appeal was to the priest. Although | have seen cases of mutual
recrimination on returning from these decisions, you seldom, if ever, discovered among
them any thought of malice or vengeance."




