


Construction on the Sabal Trail Pipeline has 

already started.  160 eminent domain lawsuits 

have been filed by Spectra Energy.  So far, 25 

properties in Central Florida, mostly in Osceola 

County have been impacted. The pipeline com-

pany insists that it has federal authority to seize 

property under the Natural Gas Act. Spectra 

claims its project must be in service by May 1, 

2017. 

The $3.2 billion, 516-mile, 3-foot-wide pipeline 

will carry up to 1 billion cubic feet of natural gas 

a day through a dozen Florida counties, includ-

ing Alachua, Gilchrist, Suwannee, Levy and 

Marion, to a connector pipeline in Osceola 

County. According to maps provided by the 

utilities, the Sabal pipeline will come through 

the Four Corners area of northwestern Osceola 

County, dip south of Walt Disney World proper-

ty, cross Interstate 4 near Celebration and con-

nect with a hub of pipelines just west of Reunion 

Resort Golf Course. 

A serious concern for ALL Florida residents, 

regardless of where they live in relation to the 

pipeline, is the potential danger to over 60 per-

cent of Florida’s drinking water.  Methane  

(fracked gas) is a serious threat to the  

Florida Aquifer.   

 

The Sabal Trail Pipeline will have a direct im-

pact on Florida State Parks such as the Marjorie 

Carr Cross Florida Greenway State Recreation 

and Conservation Area, Florida National Scenic 

Trail and Suwannee River State Park.  

 

Sources  

www.sierraclub.org 

www,biologicaldiversity.org  

www.sabaltrailtransmission.com 

www.gainesville.com 

www.facebook.com/spectrabusters 

www.l-a-k-e.org 

www.facebook.com/stopsabaltrailpipeline 

www.earthjustice.org 

www.orlandosentinel.com 

Pipeline Concerns 
-Pipelines cross in, around, and over numer-
ous rivers, streams, springs, wetlands and 
wildlife areas. Wildlife is often destroyed to 
make way for pipeline construction.  
 

-Pipelines increase our dependence on  
fracking for natural gas, which is a fossil 
fuel. For short time frames and if natural gas 
leakage rates are high, natural gas may offer 
litt le benefit compared to coal or solar and 
could even exacerbate global warming.  

 

-Gas transmission companies must fi le an ap-
plication with the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) for approval of an inter-
state gas pipeline. If FERC approves the pipe-
line, these companies may go to federal court 
and use eminent domain to acquire rights of 
way that landowners are unwilling to grant 
permission for pipeline construction.  

 

-Pipelines often leak and/or explode.   
According to the Center for Biological Diver-
sity, since 1986 there have been nearly 8,000 
incidents of hazardous materials from pipe-
lines (nearly 300 per year on average),  result-
ing in more than 500 deaths, more than 2,300 
injuries and nearly $7 billion in damage.   Oil 
is the most commonly spilled substance, fol-

lowed by natural gas and gasoline .    

 

-Pipeline failures are concentrated in states 
with a long history of oil and gas develop-
ment l ike Texas and California, but have 
caused damage to people, property and the 
environment in 48 states.  

 

-Cleanup of pipeline spills  is often only par-
tially successful. On average, the govern-
ment’s data shows that more than 31,000 bar-
rels of oil or other substances are not 
cleaned up following pipeline incidents, and 
in some years many more barrels are left, pol-

luting our environment for years to come.     

Call to Action 
This is the single most important  
environmental issue happening in the 
SE region of the US right now and 
most people don’t even know about it .  

 

1. Stay Informed!  Take a look at the 
websites mentioned in the 
“sources” section of this brochure 
for additional,  updated infor-
mation.  

2. Contact your representatives in 
Congress.  Go to www.usa.gov/
elected-officials to learn how to 
get in touch with your federal,  
state and local elected leaders.  
Let them know you OPPOSE the 
Sabal Trail Pipeline.  All VOICES 
MATTER.  You can call or email 
your message.   

3. Share information about the Sabal 
Trail Pipeline with friends and 
family.   

4. Join organized protests and gather-
ings to raise awareness about this 
issue.   

5. Join www.facebook.com/
StopSabalTrail for the latest infor-
mation.   

 

Local Impact 


