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Presents...



Homecoming

Within 2 hours of landing in San Francisco I had already

seen and done more than 3 years spent in Canada. I

emerged out from the 16th and Mission* BART Station

tunnel to an all too familiar scene, the aroma of authentic

Mexican food and human piss immersed my senses.

I met up with my homeboy Carl outside a Taqueria. God,

I missed Cali Mexican food. Mexican food in Vancouver

is so bland and overpriced it doesn't even deserve to be

called Mexican food. It is typically sold to white people

as an “exotic experience,” instead of out a taco truck or

hole in the wall for $1 each, as it oughtta be.

Carl and been homies since 5th grade. We met when our

parents relocated us to in Kirkland, WA, where we bonded over skateboarding and being practically the only two

ethnic kids in the whole fucking town. He’s Black and

Vietnamese but white kids used to think he was Indian.

Me and this fool practically grew up together.

We mobbed around the block and hit up Dolores Park to

turn up just a lil. On the way it didn't take long for him

to be recognized by a homie working behind the Bi-Rite

ice cream shack. Carl is a bit of a local celebrity in the

most unconventional way. Homie is a regular customer

so Carl indiscreetly drops a dime bag in his tip jar, which

quickly blows up the spot and his friend politely declines

the offer.

When I first came to SF 3 years ago Carl told me, “The

first thing you needa know about SF is that everybody

here is on drugs. See that guy in the suite over there?

He’s on drugs. See that dude standing on the street corner? He’s definitely on drugs. Everybody is on drugs.”



Plug and the Load



An hour into ‘trappin and chill’ Carl

gets the call tellin us the load is ready

for pick up. We mob to the spot and

post up on the corner and a white truck

hastily pulls up and hands a duffel bag

with containing a pound out the passenger side window.



The drop off is a couple blocks away. An older gentleman awaits

us at the entrance of his SRO*, he introduces himself as Mike

and all of us go upstairs together. Mike’s room is small and cluttered with paraphernalia and empty containers. He describes it

as, “Like winning the GA* lottery.” He’s a scruffy fella with a certain type of gritty charm, with mannerisms and wisdom that can

only come from few couple decades of lucrative business.

He places a sheet of blotting paper, 10x10,” in Carl’s hands,

showing us the fresh product. There are 16 squares of 2½ by

2½” blotters on one sheet, each containing 10, ¼’s.” That’s

1,025 hits of LSD, equating to roughly $20,500. After he pays

Carl in cash for the pound we stay a little longer to talk to him.

I learned that he’s originally from New York City and worked as

a commercial fisherman, traveling all over the United States before settling down in San Francisco. He describes San Francisco as being what New York used to be, before it got inexplicably

expensive, and with an attitude of anarchy and freedom. “You

can’t live like this anywhere else. People do whatever they want

here.” That’s the truth.



Chronicles of a Young Handsome Drug Dealer

Carl lives in the Sunset. Property in that area costs on average

60 million. He's got a view of Laguna Honda Lake and lives with

no roommates and built his house for $5000 from loans from

the bank he does not ever intend to pay back.

How you ask? This fool spent 8 months digging a hole into a

hillside, which sits above a lakeside road wall. Then he built a

DIY cabin inside the hole, 100 square feet and 10ft tall. That

shit has poured concrete inside and 2 levels. He lives in the

dead center of SF in essentially the backyard of some wealthy

Asian family. No need for a sink, or toilet as the area is populated with shops, restaurants, and Laundromats just a couple

blocks down.

Who said you rent was expensive in SF?

Rent is a societal construct.
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