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2016 Year in Review



Houses over

1,000

Wyoming



In the spring we updated

the entire Porch Gallery,

installing all new exhibits

on the history of Casper

Army Airbase during

World War II. In the fall

we updated every single

exhibit in the Main Veterans Gallery, installing numerous new exhibits in the

process. We also received

three grants this year:



veteran

stories





Over 16,000

airmen

trained on B17 and B-24

bombers at

Casper Army Air Base

between

1942 and

1945
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2016 was an amazing year

for the Wyoming Veterans

Memorial Museum, and we

saw major accomplishments, and an impressive

array of activities, events

and programs.

This year we hosted 3,353

guests; and performed outreach programs to an additional 1,428 guests, for

total visitation of nearly

5,000 guests! We also set

record months for January

and August.



1. In June, we installed the

new World War II State

Historic Marker on Airport Parkway under a

$2,860 grant from the Wyoming Department of

Tourism’s Technical Assistance Co-Op Program.

2. This spring and summer,

we developed a Docent

program, and recruited

and qualified our first two

docents to assist us with

interpretation and education at the museum. This

was performed through a

$7,500 grant from the Wyoming Cultural Trust Fund.

3. This fall, we began a

project to digitize our Veterans Oral History Interviews, through a grant



from the Wyoming Humanities Council for

$2,000. This grant formally

initiated a multiple year

effort to make our Veterans Oral History Interviews, the largest collection in the state, accessible

to the general public.

Events and programs continue to be popular at the

museum. With the assistance of volunteer Con

Trumbull from the Fort

Caspar Museum Association, we taught an Osher

Lifelong Learning Institute

Class from Casper College

three day-course in July;

and a second three-day

course in October, on

“Two and a Half Centuries

of American Military Life.”

We presented several programs on involving youth

in museums to the Colorado Wyoming Association

of Museums (CWAM) Annual Meeting here in Casper between April

28th and May 1st.

These are just a few of the

year’s highlights. We look

forward to what 2017 has

to offer!
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By John Goss



Director’s Dispatch

Looking forward to 2017, a



Veterans Museum will



ings of battles scenes ren-



singular war will dominate



spearhead these centen-



dered almost one hundred



our efforts and attentions.



nial commemorative ef-



years ago depicting the



Wyoming soldiers marched



forts with an annual ex-



148th Field Artillery in ac-



off to World War One 100



hibit in the Kading Gal-



tion will be presented to



years ago. The “Great



lery. We are partnering



the public for the first time



War”, the “War to end all



with several other insti-



in a travelling interpretive



Wars”, the “First World



tutions to lecture and



program. We will adver-



War” will be observed



exhibit a variety of topics



tise all of these events in



statewide with ceremonies,



and materials across the



our newsletters and on



symposia, lectures, events,



state. Notably, the



our Facebook page.



and exhibits. The Wyoming



George Ostrom draw-



Stay Tuned



WWI Exhibit Installation

Visitors to the museum

will notice that the Kading Gallery is currently

closed while our staff

and volunteers are busy

installing a major World

War I exhibit.

On April 6, 1917 President Woodrow Wilson

asked Congress for a

Declaration of War

against Germany. In the

subsequent conflict,

the State of Wyoming contributed

more soldiers

per capita than any

other state in the

Union during the

Great War. On the

Centennial of that

date the Wyoming



WAR



STORIES



Veterans Memorial Museum will open an exhibit focused upon the

stories and experiences

of Wyoming soldiers,

citizens and families

during the Great War.

This exhibit will address

not only the U.S. participation in the Great

War through November 11, 1918; but the

1919-1920 Occupation



of the Rhineland and

the Siberia American

Expeditionary Force.

This exhibit will open to

the public in the Kading

Gallery on Thursday,

April 6, 2017; with an

opening reception on

Saturday, April

8th. More details to

follow.
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Artifact Spotlight—Vietnam Artwork of Ted Gostas

.The Wyoming Veterans Memorial Museum recently received a

large donation of artwork created by Vietnam veteran Ted

Gostas.

Ted Gostas graduated from

Cheyenne High School in 1957

and the University of Wyoming

in 1961, and was commissioned

through Army ROTC as a Military Intelligence officer. In April

1967 he deployed to Vietnam

as a counter-intelligence officer.

During combat in the Tet offensive in Hue on January 29, 1968

he was wounded by a Rocket

Propelled Grenade (RPG) and

captured. Through an Operational Security violation, the

North Vietnamese learned that

he was an intelligence officer.

The North Vietnamese on a

daily basis tortured him, and

Ted spent more than four years



in solitary confinement, sitting

in a 3’x7’x6’ cell for 23 hours &amp;

50 minutes a day. A North Vietnamese Tribunal sentenced him

to death. He was released in

March 1973, with abscessed

teeth, hookworms in his intestines, malaria and a blood clot

on his brain from being struck

by a guard’s rifle butt.



Highlighted is one of his

pieces of artwork, using

oil paint on a wooden

board, which we believe is

quite similar to the vision

of the iconic Vietnam

movie, “Apocalypse

Now.”



As part of his therapy, Gostas

uses art to heal from his horrific Vietnam experience, and his

artwork has been displayed in

major art exhibits, and illustrated numerous Vietnam

books. Our museum is absolutely thrilled to have received

this donation. A small sampling

of his Vietnam artwork is on

display through at least next

year in our Main Veterans Gallery.



This Month at Casper Army Air Base

Jan 6, 1943: Mr. and Mrs. Bill

Utzinger donated a piano to the

air base chapel. The local JC Penney’s store moved the piano to

the base, while the Ministerial

Association of Casper arranged

to have it tuned.

Jan 13, 1943: Seven airmen performed a play at Natrona County

high school “Joe Yardbird: PFD

(Private for Duration) and raised

$20,000 in war bonds. The play



was written by Mr. and Mrs. Harrison Brewer of Casper.

Feb 3, 1943: Plastic replaces

brass on all GI blouses and coats.

This order will conserve metal

for the war effort.

Feb 16, 1944: CAAB personnel

are ordered to refrain from trespassing on the grass on the air

base grounds. Tire tracks had

destroyed much of the landscaping.



Two MPs walk

the beat in

Casper, January

1944. Pvt. Melvin Blackwell

and Pvt. Sylvester Monsel.
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Located in the historic Enlisted Men’s Service

Club of the WWII era Casper Army Air Base,

the Wyoming Veterans Memorial Museum is a

non-typical military museum. It is primarily focused on the personal, intimate, and sensitive

stories of Wyoming veterans who have served



Wyoming Veterans

Memorial Museum



from the Spanish-American War through the



3740 Jourgensen



Base.



Casper, WY 82604







Handicap Accessible



Phone: 307-472-1857







Guided tours upon request



Email: john.goss@wyo.gov







Research library







Staff available for presentations and lectures







FREE admission



modern Wars on Terrorism. The institution also

chronicles the history of the Casper Army Air



Upcoming Events

February



March



3rd: Casper Museum Consortium Date Night (Fort

Caspar Museum, Tate Geological Museum, Nicolaysen

Art Museum, and Historic

Bishop Home).



15th: Casper Posse of

Westerners meeting, 7:30

pm Agricultural Resource

Center, Fairgrounds. Frontier Army in the Wyoming

Territory during the Indian

Wars.



15th: Casper Posse of

Westerners meeting, 7:30

pm Agricultural Resource

Center, Fairgrounds. Soldier

life on the Overland Trails

during the Civil War.

22nd: John Goss speaks at

Casper College Humanities

Festival.

28th: Fort Caspar Museum

Lunch &amp; Learn.



April

6th: Soft opening of

“Wyoming in the Great

War” exhibit.

8th: Formal opening of

“Wyoming in the Great

War” exhibit. (Details to be

announced).



June

23rd-25th: WY State Historical Society Annual Trek.
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